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PART  III. 


REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


324.  13  Emittents  hold  an  intermediate 
rank,  as  it  were,  betwixt  intermitting 
(64)  and  continent  (194)  fevers;  for  they  neither 
have  any  apyrexia,  nor  do  they  proceed  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe,  but  are  charadterifed  by 
feveral  more  mariifeft  acceflions  than  thofe  of 
continents^  until  they  attain  a perfedt  folii- 
tion.  For  they  are  aggravated  at  ftatecf  pe- 
riods, frefh  acceffions  come  on,  and,  a few 
hours  afterwards,  they  gradually  remit.  With 
thefe  alternate  exacerbations  and  remiffions  they 
go  through  their  different  ftages,  without  leaving 
any  intermillion  from  fever  between  fuch  pa« 
roxyfms.  Hence  they  are  by  fome  named  com- 
pound^ by  others  continued  proportionales ^ or  contU 
VoL,  II.  A 
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71UCE,  pejioduce^  on  account  of  their  going  through 
feveral  courfes  fimilar  to  the  periods  of  intermittents ^ 
or  confiniia  In  fpecie  and  by  the  Greeks  they  are 
called  (Tvvix^i^^  and  (jvvix^<;,  Morton  f chofe  to  name 
them  continent  fevers^  ufing  the  term  in  an  entirely 
different  fenfe  from  its  common  acceptation.  But 
by  mod  they  are  denominated,  with  more  proprie- 
ty, remittents, 

* Sennert.  de  Febrib.  1.  2.  c.  13. 

f Oper.  t.  2.  de  Febribus  exercit.  2.  c.  3. 

325.  The  principal  diftindlions  of  thefe  fevers  are 

derived  from  the  manner  and  time 

DiiTerences. 

of  their  exacerbation.  Hence  fome 
are  named  quotidian^  others  tertian^  or  quartan 
mittentSy  as  well  as  fimple^  double^  or  triple^  erratic 
and  vague.  Some  refer  to  the  clafs  of  remittents^ 
the  fub continued  (69.  yi.)  dcnH  fubintr antes  (71.)  of 
Torti,  and  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  the  continued 
and  intermitting  fever,  or  continued  fevers  of 
various  kinds  combined  together,  and  thofe 
which  are  more  properly  named  by  myfelf  and 
others  proportionate.  But  as  we  have  already 
treated  of  the  true  fub continue  and  fuhintrantes.^ 
which  in  their  origin  and  nature  are  clearly  re- 
ferable to  intermitting  fevers,  and  as  it  feemed 
more  advifeable  to  diftinguifh  the  proportionate ^ 
or  complicate.^  and  complexe.^  from  the  reft,  and 
give  them  a feparate  difeuffion ; we  fliall  here  con- 
fine ourfelves  entirely  to  the  inveftigation  of  the 
'genuine  remitting  fever. 
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326.  For  true  remittents,  in  their  very  nature^ 
even  from  the  beginning,  are  conti- 

T T T ^ r n*  Remittents  com» 

nued,ana,  according  to  lome,  coniti»  pared  with  o- 
tute  a particular  genus  of  fpuriotis 
continents.  For  each  paroxyfm,  ef- 
pecially  in  winter,  commences  with  unufual  heat% 
a tendency  to  fleep,  head-ach,  or  at  leaft  heavinefs 
of  the  head,  lluihing  of  the  face,  and  a gradual 
increafe  of  the  pulfe  in  fulnefs  and  violence. 
While  the  remiffions  take  place  more  obfeurely, 
iiiice  during  them  the  pulfe  fubfides  little,  the  heat 
is  little  diminiihed,  there  is  no  fweat,  or  at  leaft 
fcarcely  any  can  be  perceived,  and  no  other  fa- 
vourable excretion  takes  place.  On  the  contra- 
ry, \htfub continued^  and  thofe  which,  on  account 
of  their  anticipating  the  paroxyfms  and  their 
greater  duration,  become  fubintrantes^  as  they  are 
called,  intermit  from  the  beginning,  afford  more 
evident  fymptoms  both  of  their  acceffion  and 
remiffion,  and  after  a difeharge  of  fweat  and 
urine,  either  in  great  quantity,  or  with  the 
lateiitioiis  fedlment,  become  mild,  and  require 
no  other  method  of  treatment,  than  fuch  as 
is  accommodated  to  true  intermittents,  from 
whence  they  are  derived.  Laftly,  the  proportio-^ 
natce  differ  from  remittents,  on  account  of  the 
greater  conftancy  of  their  continuance,  and  vio- 
lence of  their  degree,  than  thofe  of  the  fuheontinuee 
and fubintrantesy  yet  the  nature  of  their  periods  is 
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more  manifefl  than  that  remittents. 

Tides,  remittents  generally  become  milder  in  the 
morning,  and  are  aggravated  only  at  mid-day,  or 
towards  evening ; which  is  by  no  means  fo  inva- 
riable in  the  fubcontinuee^  fubintrantes^  and  propor- 
tionatee ; becaufe  their  courfes  do  not  return  at 
any  particular  period,  but  fometimes  at  one  time, 
fometimes  at  another. 

* It  is  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  although  the  accef- 
Hons  of  remitting  fevers  generally  commence  with  unufualheat, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  upon  the  fir  ft,  and.  fometimes 
on  the  fecond  day,  they  begin  with  cold  and  ftiivering,  as  com- 
monly happens  in  moft  other  continued  fevers  which  are  at  all 
fevere.  Nay,  fometimes,  not  only  at  their  beginning,  but  as 
they  advance,  ftiivering  fits  occur,  and  return  irregularly  for 
fome  days,  till  at  length  they  difappear.  In  the  quotidian  re- 
mittent of  the  autumn  and  winter  of  the  year  1782  and  1783» 
which  proved  tedious,  being  often  protrafted  for  forty  days, 
about  the  feventeerith  or  twentieth  day  of  the  difeafe,  fome- 
times fooner,  fometimes  later,  fuch  cold  ftiiverings  came  on, 
not  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  exacerbations,  but  alfo  in 
their  progrefs,  being  frequently  accompanied  with  a fpafmodic 
conftri£tion  of  the  fauces  and  cheft,  coming  and  going  for 
feveral  days,  but  without  proving  fatal. 


Caufe. 


327.  The  material  caufe,  as  it  is  called,  of  thefe 
fevers,  feems  to  be  nearly  the  fame 
as  that  of  the  continent  fevers,  but 
fomewhat  more  fparing,  or  unequal,  fo  as  to 
be  neither  fo  great  nor  fuch  as  to  be  capable  of 
fupporting  the  fame  febrile  motion  with  equal 
force  and  uniformity;  whether  t fiat  proceeds 
from  the  place  in  which  it  originates,  or  irom  the 
manner  in  which  it  paffes  into  the  olood,  or  fiom 
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its  fucceffive  and  periodical  evolution,  or  from 
whatever  other  circuniftance.  But  I muft  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  fome  are  fully  of  opinion 
that  fuch  a caufe  in  its  nature  approaches  not  a 
little  to  that  from  which  intermittents  proceed  ; 
on  account  of  having  fometimes  obferved  remit- 
tents^ after  continuing  for  fome  time,  lofe  their 
continued  form,  and  gradually  become  inte7''mit- 
tents.  When  they  are  thus  changed,  however,  it 
feems  more  probable,  that  they  have  been  the 
fevers  cdWtdi  proportionated^  than  fimple  remittents; 
fmce  the  latter  probably  never  were  obferved  to 
pafs  into  real  intermittents,  or  if  they  gradually 
become  like  them,  ftill  they  obftinately  refift  the 
bark, — -which  they  would  not  do,  were  they  true 
intermittents, — -and  thus  no  inconfiderable  diftinc» 
tion  intervenes  betwixt  their  proximate  caufe. 

328.  It  therefore  appears  moft  probable,  that 
either  from  a colluvies  of  the  primed 

r ...  r 1 n • 1 Conjeaures. 

vied^  or  Irom  vitiation  or  the  fluids, 
or  from  the  conglobate  glands  and  whole  lym-» 
phatic  fyftem,  or  from  the  interftices  of  the  cel» 
lular  texture,  fomething  is  occafionally  introduced 
into  the  blood,  by  which  thefe  fevers  are  not  only 
excited,  but  cherifhed,  and  now  and  then  recur 
with  frefh  acceffions.  Befides,  according  to  the 
diverfity  of  the  remote  caufes,  which  fhall  be  enu- 
merated in  due  time,  according  to  the 
difference  of  age,  temperament,  ha.- 
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bit,  and  other  concurring  circumilances,  thefe 
vers  may  be  benign  or  in  align  ant piirc.fiinple^  pc-^ 
riodic,aP  7'egular ; or  anomalous^  erratic^  and  com- 
plicated ; gajiric  or  venous ; bilious  or  fanguineous  ; 
putrid  or  injlammatoiy ; or  lymphatic^  and  catarrhal^ 
and  varioufiy  complicated^ . It  is  not  ray  inten- 
tion, however,  to  treat  of  them  all  ; for  it  would 
be  an  endlefs  talk  to  give  them  a feparate  difeuffion, 
according  to  the  diveriity  of  their  caufes,  and 
peculiarity  of  habits  which  they  attack.  But  I 
fhall.  reft  fatisfied  with  adducing  the  principal 
kinds,  that  both  the  diagnofis  and  the  cure  of  the 
others,  may  be  in  fome  meafure  facilitated. 

* I cannot  omit  to  mention,  that  Dr  Buchan  (Dom.  Med^ 
T.  c.  XL)  has  fpoken  of  the  remittmg  fever  as  being  a peculiar 
genusy  not  a diftinft  clafs,  of  fevers.  But  he  feems  to  have  con- 
founded the  various  fpecies,  or  at  leaft  to  have  principally  de- 
feribed  the  proportionate y which  I have  already  pointed  out ; as 
I fhall  fhew  when  I come  to  fpeak  particularly  of  xht  febres  prv-^ 
portionate  or  complicate. 


( 7 ) 


CONTINUED  QUOTIDIANS  ; 


AND  FIRST, 


THE  CONTINUED  QUOTIDIAN  OF  THE 


ANCIENTS'^. 


Defcription. 


329.  The  continued  quotidian,  in  the  Arabian 
language  named  latlca^  on  account  of 
the  latent  heat  which  it  cherifhes,  ex- 
periences an  exacerbation  or  remiffion  daily  ; but, 
until  the  difeafe  be  entirely  overcome,  it  never  leaves 
any  intermiffion  between  the  paroxyfms,  which, 
in  point  of  violence,  and  in  the  manner  and  time 
of  their  attack,  are  ufually  perfedlly  fimllar  to  each 
other.  It  aifedis  people  of  a phlegmatic  habit, 
thofe  advanced  in  life,  boys,  infants,  and  women 
of  a humid  conllitution,  and  is  particularly  apt  to 
attack  the  indolent  and  luxurious^  devoted  to  much 
indulgence  in  deep,  or  fuch  as  live  on  a hard 
crude  kind  of  food,  thofe  who  dwell 
in  marfhy  fituations,  or  are  of  a 
corpulent  and  pituitous  habit  of 
body.  Hence,  perhaps,  it  happened  that  the  an- 
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cients  derived  it  from  phlegm  accumulated  and 
putrefying  in  the  blood,  and  therefore  gene- 
rally named  it  febrls  pitultofa  or  phlegmatica. 
Nor  does  the  opinion  of  the  moderns  differ  much 
from  that  of  the  ancients,  fince  they  have  referred 
it  to  a mucus  and  vifcld  colluvies  overwhelming 
the  primse  vise  and  the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  and 
which  has  acquired  a certain  degree  of  acrimony 
or  corruption.  Hence  whatever  may  increafe 
the  quantity,  lenter,  or  tenacity  of  the  ferum  and 
lymph,  or  induce  laxity  and  atony  of  the  fibres, 
or  retard  the  motion  of  the  aqueous  fluids,  is  con- 
fidered  by  them  in  the  light  of  a remote  and  pre- 
difpofing  caufe.  Such  are  particularly  old  age,  a 
phlegmatic  temperament,  the  winter  feafon,  fup- 
preffed  perfpiration,  or  the  checked  exertion  of 
any  pituitous  kumour,  a watery,  cold  diet,  and  the 
like. 

* Synonyms,  The  quotidiana  continua  of  Sennert.  de  Febrib. 
1.  2.  c XIV.  and  of  molt  authors.  The  febris  phlegmatica 
periodica  of  Avicenna,  de  Febrib  c.  46.  The  febris  phelgma- 
tica,  or  amphimerina,  or  continued  quotidian  of  Nicolaus  Ni- 
colus  de  Febrib.  The  quotidiana  in  fpecie  of  Ettmuller,  oper. 
T.  2.  Colleg.  Pra£l:.  p.  357.  The  febris  lymphatica  primaria 
of  Ettmuller,  Colleg.  Confult.  caf.  XXXI.  p.  1459  (a).  The  am- 
phimerina of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  Meth.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  Gen.  IV. 

(a)  There  are  two  kinds  of  primary  lymphatic  fevers,  according 
to  Ettmuller  ; of  which  the  one  arifes  fpontaneoufly  without  be- 
ing preceded  by  any  other  difeafe,  the  other  fupervenes  on  coii- 
valefcence  from  other  difeafes,  particularly  intermittents  of 
long  ftanding,  in  confequence  of  too  full  diet  having  been  em- 
ployed. They  are  both  extremely  fimilar  to  the  continued 
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quotidian  of  the  ancients,  and  are  derived  from  vifcid,  and,  as 
he  fays,  acid  lymph  *,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  fame  thing, 
from  fluggilh,  crude,  badly  prepared  fluids,  namely,  fuch  as  are 
of  a pituitous  kind,  and  are  removed  by  the  fame  kind  of  treat-* 
ment. 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

330.  Befides  the  uniformity  of  the  heat  and  fe- 
ver, and  the  manlfeft  aggravation  of  the  fymp- 
toms  in  the  evening,  and  remiffion  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  is  peculiar  to  this  fever  to  commence  with- 
out cold  and  fhivering,  and  to  remit  without  fweat. 
Hence  it  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the  fuhconti^ 
nuce  and  fuhlntrafites^  or  even  from  certain  of  thofe 
fevers  called  proportionated.  And  if  ever,  at  the 
coming  on  of  the  difeafe,  any  fenfe  of  cold  is  felt, 
or  any  fweat  is  perceived  during  the  remiffions, 
they  are  certainly  both  very  flight ; fo  that  the 
former  rather  refembles  flight  chillinefs  of  the  feet, 
or  furface  of  the  body,  and  the  latter  partial  nioi- 
fture  affedling  the  head,  neck,  or  fome  other  part ; 
nor  do  they  occur  in  every  inflance.  The  heat 
at  firfl;  to  the  touch  feels  mild,  but,  on  applying 
the  hand  longer,  fomewhat  acrid  and  unequal. 
The  pulfe,  although  always  frequent  and  febrile, 
is  found  to  be  flower  and  weaker  than  in  other 
acute  and  continued  fevers.  The  face  is  fome- 
what fwollen,  and  appears  lax  and  rather  livid, 
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There  is  a propenfity  to  fleep.  The  lirine,  as 
Riveriiis  afflires  us,  is  palled  at  firft  white,  watery, 
and  turbid,  afterwards  thick  and  reddiili,  but  not 
fo  much  fo  as  in  more  acute  fevers.  The  third 
does  not  prove  diftreffing,  unlefs  a peculiar  acrl- 
niony  of  the  fluids,  or  fuch  thicknefs  of  the 
lymph,  or  lentor  of  the  blood,  be  prefent,  that  in 
confequence  of  diminution  or  depravation  of  the 
fecretion  of  faliva,  the  mouth  and  fauces  become 
dry,  when  the  tongue  is  frequently  covered 
with  a white  and  vifeid  mucus.  Nor,  laftly,  are 
the  other  febrile  fymptoms  more  fevere. 

331.  Such  are  the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the 
pure  and  regular  quotidian.  But  if  the  inflam- 
matory diathefis,  or  bad  chylification,  or  malig- 
nity, be  combined  with  the  fever,  the  fymptoms 

are  necefiarily  fomewhat  varied.  In 

the  fymptoms 
when  it  is 
combined. 

and  third  are  more  didreffing  ; the 
face  is  redder ; the  urine  deeper-coloured  ; the 
refpiration  more  oppreffed  and  difScult ; and  there 
is  a throbbing  pain  in  the  head,  and  fometimes 
watching,  at  lead  during  the  fird  days,  which  ren- 
der the  complaint  more  acute.  That  happens 
chiefly  in  certain  conditutions  liable  to  inflamma- 
tory  affections,  in  thofe  of  the  fanguineous  tempe- 
rament, and  in  the  prime  of  life.  But  if  this  fe- 
ver be  attended  with  pains  in  the  head,  neck,  or 
legs,  or  in  any  ether  part,  as  the  arm,  fhoulder. 


1 he  variation  m ^hc  fird  cafc,  the  pulfc  is  drongcr, 
when  It  IS  fuller,  quicker,  and  harder  ; the  heat 
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or  hand,  and  be  aggravated  during  tne  pa- 
roxyfms,  becaufe  it  then  feems  to  partake  fome- 
what  of  rheiimatifiTij  the  name  of  rheumatica^  or 
rheuviatifmatka^  is  beftowed  upon  it,  and  not  im- 
properly. In  the  fecond  cafe,  the  tafte  of  the 
mouth  is  vitiated,  or  becomes  bitter  ; the  patient ' 
is  troubled  with  loathing  of  food,  naufea,  or  vo-* 
miting,  frequent  erudlations  and  flatulency.  The 
hypochondria  and  epigaftrium  become  fwelled, 
oppreffed,  and  affedted  with  borborigmi;  the  face 
and  eyes  are  yellow ; the  belly  is  frequently  loofe, 
and  very  fetid  ftools  are  pafled.  In  the  third  cafe, 
the  ftrength  is  greatly  reduced  wdthout  any  mani- 
feft  caufe,  the  puife  is  ixxt^xAdx^fubfultus  tendinwn^ 
confufion  of  mind,  and  diftreffing  dreams,  occur, 
while  the  fever  appears  to  be  flight ; the  heat 
mild,  the  \irine  natural,  and  fo  forth.  But  in  or- 
der to  guide  our  judgment  the  better,  we  miift 
pay  particular  attention  both  to  any  miafmata 
that  may  have  been  imbibed,  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  epidemic.  When,  however,  from  fuch  fymp- 
toms  we  difeover  any  thing  of  a malignant  na- 
ture in  it,  in  that  cafe  it  fcarcely  diifers  from  the 
malignant  remittent,  called  nervous^  of  which  we 
fhail  fay  more  hereafter  (436),  and  therefore  may 
be  confidered  as  one  and  the  fame  complaint.  But 
the  remaining  differences  1328)  will  eafily  be  dif- 
covered  by  attending  to  the  marks  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  once  laid  down. 
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332.  But  as  the  continued  quotidian  proceeds 
How  it  differs  flowlv,  and  both  in  duration  and 

from  he£lic  fe-  ^ 


ver. 


gentlenefs  of  fymptoms  may  fome- 
times  put  on  the  appearance  of  hedic  fever,  if 
not  primary,  at  leaft  fymptomatic ; we  iTiall 
now  point  out  in  what  manner  the  diagnofis 
between  them  may  be  formed.  In  hedic  fever, 
then,  the  hear,  which  is  otherwife  uniform,  is  in- 
ereafed  on  taking  food,  and  a few  hours  after- 
wards returns  to  its  former  condition.  While 
in  the  quotidian,  even  though  no  food  has  been 
taken,  or  a long  time  has  elapfed  fince  the  taking 
of  it,  it  is  aggravated  only  in  the  evening,  and 
continues  to  increafe  until  midnight,  when  it 
gradually  remits,  and  in  the  morning ' appears 
perfedly  mild.  In  hedic  the  pulfe  is  often  hard 
and  fmall ; in  the  quotidian  it  is  foft  and  full. 
In  the  former  the  Ikin  is  wan  and  dry ; which  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe  in  the  latter.  Primary 
hedic  refembles  the  nature  of  continent  fevers, 
the  continued  quotidian  that  of  remittents ; and 
although  the  former,  when  it  is  fymptomatic,  in 
its  acceffions  and  remiffions  approximates  more 
nearly  to  the  quotidian  form,  it  is  far  removed 
from  it  by  the  irregularity  of  its  type,  and  the 
prefence  of  another  difeafe  to  which  it  fucceeds,  or 
which  it  accompanies.  I will  grant,  however,  if 
the  matter  be  ilill  urged,  that  it  is  generally  an 
amphimerina,  or  continued  quotidian,  but  of  the 
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fymptomatic  and  vague  kind.  Laftly,  heftic  is 
preceded  by  caufes  of  a very  heating  and  drying 
kind  ; while  the  quotidian  fucceeds  to  thofe 
which  are  cooling,  relaxing,  and  increale  hu- 
midity. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

333.  This  fever,  for  the  moft  part,  is  found  to 
be  tedious  and  diiEcult  of  cure,  nor  is  it  altoge- 
ther void  of  danger.  The  more  the  body 
abounds  with  fuggifh  and  thick  humours,  the 
more  tenacious  thefe  fluids  are,  the  more  co- 
piouCy  they  infeft  the  blood,  or  fill  and  obftrud: 
the  fmall  veflels,  or  the  more  intimately  they  are 
collecfied  and  flagnate  in  the  glands,  cells,  and 
membranes  ; the  more  lafting  does  the  fever 
prove,  and  the  more  obftinately  does  it  refift  the 
powers  of  art.  Kence  the  period  of  its  termi- 
nation is  uncertain.  For  it  is  fometimes  limfhed 
On  the  fortieth,  at  other  times  on  the  fixtieth 
day.  Sometimes  it  is  extended  even  beyond 
thefe  bounds.  The  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
thereiorc,  reaches  nearly  to  the  twentieth  day. 
That  one  which  proceeds  more  flowly  and  mildly, 
and  which  is  excited  by  no  corruption,  or  acri- 
mony of  the  fluids,  or  mixture  of  bile,  according 
to  the  ancients,  is  generally  of  longer  duration  ; 
while  that  terminates  more  quickly,  in  which 
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feveral  evacuations  occafionally  take  place.  But 
the  difference  of  the  danger  is  caufed  by  the 
fymptoms  themfelves.  For  if,  at  the  very  begin-’ 
ning  of  the  complaint,  there  is  proftration  of 
ftrength,  and  want  of  appetite,  as  the  patients 
then  feem  incapable  of  fupporting  the  continuance 
of  the  fever,  a fatal  termination  may  then  be 
dreaded ; which  will  ftiil  more  certainly  occur, 
if  to  the  proftration  of  ftrength  and  want  of  ap- 
petite are  fuperadded  longer  continued  and  more 
fevere  paroxyfms,  and  deeper  fleep.  For  we  may 
thence  conclude,  that  not  only  the  fenfibility  of 
the  ftomach  is  blunted  by  the  collection  of 
phlegm,  but  that  the  brain  itfelf  is  overwhelmed 
vsrith  its  abundance.  But  when  none  of  thefe 
fymptoms  are  obferved,  there  is  reafon  to  expect 
a favourable  termination  of  the  difeafe.  The 
malignant  and  epidemic  fpecies,  and  that  combi- 
ned with  fymptoms  of  putrefadion,  are  more 
fatal  than  the  benign,  fporadic,  and  pure  kind. 
Nay,  it  may  then  cut  off  the  patient  within  its 
iifual  time.  Not  unfrequently  by  continuing,  it 
gives  rife  to  obftrudions  of  the  liver,  cachexy, 
and  dropfy,  or  it  pafths  into  fecondary  hedic,  to 
wdiich  that  kind  is  more  prone,  and  occafions 
greater  danger,  which  is  combined  with  a taint 
of  any  of  the  vifeera,  or  with  another  particular 
complaint. 
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THE  CURE. 


334.  Since'  in  this  fever  there  is  too  great  a 
quantity  of  phlegm  prefent,  the 

^ n • t Indications. 

lymph  is  too  fluggiih  and  thick,  and 
there  is  every  vrhere  an  exceffive  abundance  of 
ftagnant  mucus  ; while  the  folids  are  in  a ftate 
of  laxity  and  atony ; it  is  evident,  that  the  for- 
mer  muft  be  attenuated,  refolved  and  excreted, 
and  the  latter  excited  and  ftrengthened.  Blood--» 
letting  is  hardly  admilEble,  unlefs  plethora,  or  the 
inflammatory  diathefis,  be  prefent,  or  the  fiiper-* 
ventioo  of  fome  fevere  fymptom  require  its  em» 
ployment.  Scarification  affords  remarkable  relief 
in  the  headach  or  lethargy,  together  ^ 

d-  U 0 TTj  0 Cs  i c s ^ 

with  friction,  pediluvium,  epifpa-  bieeaing,  fca- 

^ 1 i.  rificatiot!,  fnc~ 

flics,  and  other  revellents.  But  if  the  bath, 

rr  • biifters 

the  patient  be  opprefled  with  very 
deep  fleep,  cantharides  ought  to  be  apj 
occiput,  behind  the  ears,  and  to  the  arms,  or  legs. 
For  by  their  means  we  not  only  refolve  the 
vifcid  humour,  but  like  wife  derive  it  elfe  where, 
caufe  its  excretion,  and  excite  the  vital  powers 
themfelves. 

335.  Purgatives  as  well  at  the  beginning,  as  du- 
ring the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  occa- 
fionally  repeated,  both  free  the  prima 
via  from  the  coliedtioa  pf  mucus,  and  attenuate 


Parging;. 
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and  draw  ofF  the  reft  of  It  contained  in  the  circu- 
lating mafs.  It  is  fometimes  neceifary,  however^ 
to  prepare  it  for  excretion,  by  inclding  and  fa- 
ponaceous  remedies,  a praftice  which  is  found 
particularly  ferviceable  when  the  ftomach  abounds 
with  tenacious  mucus  ; or  to  ejedt  it  more  expe- 
ditioufly  by  emetics  ; and  alfo  to  give,  by  way  of 
drink,  thofe  things  which  are  attenuant,  open- 
ing, and  promote  the  evacuation  of  urine  and 
fweat,  fuch  as  decodtions  of  operient  or  (lightly 
aromatic  roots,  preparations  of  gently  diapho- 
retic woods,  or  bitter  herbs.  The  fixed  lixivial 
falts  have  a very  powerful  effedl  in  diflblving  all 
glutinous  fl  uids ; after  which  come  the  neutral 
falts,  the  fpirit  of  hartfhorn  with  amber,  fpiritus 
m inderer i,  together  with  the  volatile  fpirits  and 
falts,  fimple  oxymel,  or  that  of  fquills,  kermes 
mlnera!,  and  a great  many  fimilar  compofitions. 
But  if  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  or  malignity^ 
or  a poifonous  or  putrid  miafma,  be  combined 
with  this  fever,  the  treatment  muft  be  fomewhat 
varied,  as  the  kind  of  complication  and  conco- 
mitant fymptoms  may  feem  to  require.  It  is  then 
proper  to  call  to  mind  the  rules  on  this  fubjedt 
already  delivered  in  various  parts  of  this  work. 
The  nature  of  the  food  alfo  muft  correfpond 
with  the  indications.  Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be 
weak,  opening,  and  gently  nourifliing  ; nor  muft 
wine  be  altogether  with-held  from  the  patient. 
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THE  EPIALA  OF  GALEN  *. 


336.  An  occafional  peculiarity  of  the  quotidian 
is,  that  patients  complain  of  heat  and 

^ ^ A variety  of  the 

cold  at  the  fame  time.  Galen  has  quotidian  de- 

fcribed. 

named  the  fpecies  in  which  this  hap» 
pens^  epiala,  Sennertf,  again,  confiders  it  as  being 
twofold,  namely,  true  and  fpurious.  He  has  con- 
ceived the  genuine  epiala  to  arife  from  acid  and 
vitreous  phlegm,  and  the  fpurious  one  from  phlegm 
and  bile  blended  together.  But  as  their  alledged 
caufe  is  merely  hypothetical,  this  diftindtion  of 
Sennert’s  is  quite  fuperfluous.  It  is  not  agreed, 
however,  among  the  ancients,  how  heat  and  cold 
can  be  perceived  at  the  fame  time.  To  offer  a 
conjedlure,  I fhould  be  difpofed  to  confider 
it  as  being  rather  a fenfe  of  cold,  than  adual 
cold.  For  in  confequence  of  the  cutaneous 
nerves  being  irritated,  and  intimately  affefted  with 
fpafm,  the  idea  of  cold  may  be  excited  in  the 
fenforium  commune  of  the  patient  ; fuch  a change 
being  induced  in  the  meditullium  of  the  brain  as 
would  take  place  from  the  application  of  actual 
cold  to  the  nerves  : and  moreover,  that  a fenfe  of 
both  heat  and  cold  is  felt  fimultaneouflv,  while 
all  the  nerves  diftributed  upon  the  furface  of  the 
body  are  not  fpafmodically  affedted  at  the  fame 
time.  For,  when  they  are  injured,  a fenfe  of 
VoL.  IL  B 
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heat  is  necefTarily  felt  in  them  ; but  when  ipaf- 
inodically  affected,  that  of  cold. 

De  Diff.  Feb.  1.  2.  c.  6.  f h.  c. 

337*  epiala  is  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
In  treating  it,  the  ancients  recommended  power- 
ful attenuants,  inciding  remedies  and  ftimulants ; 
as  they  imagined  the  material  caufe,  from 
wdiich  it  was  fuppofed  to  arife,  to  be  unufaally 
thick  and  glutinous.  It  appears  more  probable, 
however,  that  in  it  to  the  cold  lentor  is  fuper- 
added  a degree  of  acrimony,  by  which  the  nerves 
are  particularly  irritated.  But  we  muit  employ 
almoft  the  fame  treatment  which  has  already 
been  recommended  in  the  cure  of  the  continued 
quotidian,  or  phlegmatic  fever  ] although  gentle 
purging  is  more  eligible  in  the  epiala,  becaufe  the 
weaknefs  is-  greater,  and  the  more  powerful  ca- 
thartics are  not  eafily  borne.  That  extent  of  pur- 
ging, therefore,  which  cannot  be  fafely  occafion- 
ed  at  one  time,  may  be  effefted  at  different  times 
by  means  of  gentle  cathartics,  which  gradually 
remove  the  obftrudling  and  irritating  caufe. 


THE  FEBRIS  SYNCOPALIS  HUMOROSA  OF 

AVICENNA 

338.  It  may  be  remarked  likewife,  that  Avi- 
cenna has  eftablifhed  two  varieties  of  the  febris 
fyncopalls^  namely,  the  fyncopalis  iiiinuta^  and  the 
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fyncopalis  humorofa ; the  former  arifing  from  the 
bile,  the  latter  from  the  phlegm.  Each  of  them 
Is  named  from  the  fyncope  that  fapervenes  on  the 
acceffions,  and  dhliogiuilies  this  fpecies  from  the 
others.  The  latter,  therefore,  namely  the  fynco-- 
palis  humorofa^ — fince  in  it,  on  account  of  the 
quantity  of  the  phlegm,  and  debility  of  the 
mouth  of  the  ftomach,  as  the  fever  came  on,  pa» 
tients  were  fiippofed  to  fall  into  a faint,— becaufe 
It  runs  its  courfe  in  the  manner  of  a quotidian, 
likewife  comes  under  this  head.  This  was  con- 
fidered  as  being  very  difficultly  curable,  becaufe, 
In  confequence  of  lofs  of  ftrength,  neither  pur- 
ging nor  bleeding  are  admiffible.  On  which  ac- 
count Galen  preferred  the  mere  employment  of 
fridlion,  both  to  refolve  and  evacuate  the  mor- 
bific matter.  He  feems,  however,  to  have  al- 

Q/f  1 1 

lowed  the  ufe  of  clyfters  and  gentle  cathartics, 
and,  after  dlmlnifliing  the  quantity  of  vitiated 
fluids,  and  thus  removing  the  danger  of  fyncope, 
that  of  the  inclding  remedies,  efpecially  oxymel, 
hyffop,  and  cinnamon  ; and,  laftly,  alfo  purging, 
as  was  the  pradlice  of  the  ancients  in  the 
continued  quotidian  from  phlegm.  But  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  thefe  fevers,  whether  they  be 
fimilar  to  quotidians  or  tertians,  generally  belong 
to  the  clafs  of  intermittents,  and  chiefly  come 
under  the  head  of  the  comitates  perniciof^se  of  Torti, 
and  are  quickly  and  fuccefsfully  removed  In  the 


20  OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 

fame  way.  With  regard  to  regimen,  they  pre- 
ferred fparing  food,  of  a liglit  kind,  and  eafily 
digeftible.  But  for  drink,  they  employed  either 
wine,  or  beer,  or  hydromeL 
* Lib.  4.  Fen.  i.  c.  53. 

\ 

SYMPTOMATIC  CONTINUED  QUOTIDIANS. 

339.  To  the  continued  quotidian  of  the  an- 
cients, or  phlegmatic  fever,  muft  be  transferred 
the  fymptomatic  quotidians  arifmg  from  a mor- 
bid ftate  of  the  conglobate  or  conglomerate 
glands,  from  ftrumous  tumors,  fcrofula,  buboes, 
rickets,  feurvy,  cachexy,  lues  venerea,  and  others 
named  by  Ettmuller  lymphatic^  or  divided  by 
Sylvius  ^ into  lymphatic^  glandular^  pancreatic^  and 
falival ; and  like  wife  all  the  JIgw  fivers^  or  fynip-- 
tomatic  hectics  (313.  316.),  or  phthiftcal^  as  they 
are  commonly  called.  But  the  cure  of  thefe  is 
partly  derived  from  that  of  the  primary  difeafe, 
from  whence  they  arlfe,  and  partly  from  the  ge- 
neral treatment  of  the  quotidian.  There  is  alio 
a particular  kind  of  quotidian  mentioned  by  Ett- 
muller '{',  vrhich  is  referable  to  this  place.  It 
ufually  fupervenes  upon  lues,  when  the  difeafe  is 
aggravated,  or  when  the  patients  employ  fudo- 
rific  decodtions  to  an  exceffive  extent.  For  in 
fyphilis  the  lymph  feems  to  be  too  vifeid  and 
acrid,  and  the  falivary  glands  and  other  parts, 
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efpecially  about  the  throat,  are  afFected  by  it 
The  fever  arlfing  from  that  caufe,  although  of 
the  lymphatic  kind,  fmce  it  inclines  to  the  in- 
jflammatory  diathefis,  requires  bleeding,  diiuents, 
corredling  remedies,  and,  laftly,  the  cautious  em- 
ployment of  mercury. 

* Prax.  Med.  1.  i.  c.  29.  § VI. 
f Oper.  omn.  t.  2.  Colleg.  PraO:.  p.  362. 

THE  CATARRHAL  FEVER 

340.  That  kind  of  continued  quotidian,  witli 
which  catarrhal  affeftions  of  the  head,  nerves, 
fauces,  and  cheft  are  combined,  even  from  the 
beginning,  or  which  is  the  immediate  efFedt  of 
them,  has  univerfally  obtained  the  name  of 
catarrhal  fever.  Some,  however,  and  efpecially 
moft  of  the  Germans,  have  added  to  this  name 
the  mark  of  benignity^  denominating  it  benign  ca^ 
tarrhal  fever ^ that  it  may  not  be  confounded  with 
another,  named  malignant  catarrhal  fever ^ or  pe-- 
techi%ans^  although  in  my  opinion  improperly, 
fmce,  under  this  appellation,  they  feem  to  com- 
prehend an  epidemic  and  malignant  fever  of  an 
entirely  diiFerent  nature,  as  I fhall  fhew  hereaf- 
ter. Others,  as  Gorter  and  FracalFini,  inftead  of 
catarrhal^  have  preferred  calling  it  lymphatic  ; on. 
account  of  its  having  feemingly  arifen  from  re- 
cent feroiis  and  lymphatic  congeftions  and  de- 
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fludions  about  the  head,  fauces,  and  breaft.  But 
by  this  name  they  point  out  another  fpecies  of 
quotidian  from  what  Ettmuller  meant  by  the 
fame  term.  He  meant  a fever  arifing  from 
thick  and  vifcid  lymph,  but  unaccompanied  by 
coryza,  pain  of  the  throat  or  fauces,  and  cough  ; 
while  they  underftood  by  it  a fever,  which  arofe, 
to  be  fiire,  from  the  fame  caufe,  but  was  at- 
tended with  all  thofe  catarrhal  affedlions.  Laflly, 
fome  have  called  it  rheumatic^  from  its  being  con- 
ftantly  combined  with  a rheum  j'. 

* Synonyms.  The  Fehris  catarrhalis  h’nigna  Jonckcri.  Tab. 
LXVII.  Hoffman.  de'Febrib.  feft.  i.  c.  vi.  Ludwig.  Inflitut. 
Clinic,  p.  I.  c.  I.  fubfeB,  i.  fe£t.  i lo.  The  Febris  Lymphatica 
Gorteri.  Syjlem.  Prax,  Med.  1.  3.  tituL  4.  n.  231.  The  F'c- 
bris  Lymphatica  Fracaffinii.  De  Febrib.  feel.  3.  Jde  Febrib, 
cont.  lent.  c.  2.  The  Amphimerina  Catarrhalis^  fp-  of  Sau- 
vages.  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  Gen.  VI.  The  Febris  Rheuma^ 
tica  of  certain  authors.  And  the  Catarrh  according  to  otliers. 

f Although  this  fever,  on  account  of  the  catarrh,  might  be 
ranked  among  febrile  difeafes,  I rather  thought  proper,  with  moll 
authors,  to  reckon  it  among  the  clafs  of  fevers  , becaufe  it  does 
not  always  appear  fufficiently  manifeft,  whether  the  catarrh  be 
the  primary  complaint,  or,  fince  fo  conflant  and  intimate  a con- 
ne6lion  fubfifts  between  the  catarrh  and  the  fever,  it  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  confidered  as  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  fever,  and 
the  fever  the  primary  complaint ; as  inflammation  is  the  proxi- 
mate caufe  of  pleurify,  or  polypus  of  palpitation,  &c.  But  I 
confefs,  that  fometimes  catarrh,  deflu6lion,  and  cough,  are  ac- 
companied by  fever,  in  which  cafe  they  cannot  be  referred  to 
fever,  I own  that  they  arc  fometimes  alfo  conjoined  with  fe^ 
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,vei,  and  that  it  is  at  one  time  the  effea,  and  anotiier  the  prin- 
cipal diieafe.  However  that  happens,  as  it  is  combined  with 
fever,  why  may  it  not  be  ranked  among  fevers  ? 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 


The  Symptoms. 


341.  The  catarrhal  fever  generally  arifes  in  the 
coninoflial  feafon,  efpeclally  during  the  autumnal 
equinox,  and  upon  remarkable  and  iudden  changes 
of  the  weather  taking  place,  attacking  many 
people  at  the  fame  time.  It  com- 
mences, particularly  towards  the 
evening,  rather  with  repeated  chillioefs,  than  cold 
and  fhaking,  or  only  with  flight  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities  ; and  fometimes,  when  the  difeafe  is 
to  turn  out  mild,  it  comes  on  without  any  fymp- 
toms  of  cold  or  chillinefs.  It  is  for  the  moft  part 
mild,  and,  after  increafmg  for  a few  hours,  ufually 
abates  about  midnight.  The  remiflion  is  pro- 
longed not  only  to  the  morning,  but  continues 
nearly  the  entire  day,  until  the  fever  return  at 
its  ufual  hour  in  the  evening.  The  fever  is  pre- 
ceded, or  immediately  fucceeded,  by  coryza  or 
heavinels,  catarrh,  fneezing,  a running  of  tears, 
rednefs  of  the  eyes,  inflammation  and  pain  of  the 
throat,  troiiblefome  tickling  of  the  larynx,  hoarfc- 
nefs,  confiderable  oough,  generally  dry,  or  attend- 
ed with  a flight  difeharge  of  thin  falivaiy  matter^ 
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rarely"  mucous  and  thick,  diftreffing  the  patient 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  dlfeafe,  and  dif“ 
turbing  the  deep,  weight  at  the  bread:,  dyfpncxa, 
pain  both  of  the  back  and  all  the  joints,  caufing 
a fenfe  of  tcnfion  or  pungency.  With  thefe  are 
frequently  conjoined  pain  or  heavinefs  of  the 
head,  debility,  imiverfal  lailitude,  fometlmes  in- 
creafed  appetite,  but  more  frequently  diminution 
of  it,  vitiation  or  defedb  of  the  tafte,  and  third. 

342.  It  fometimes  happens,  according  to 
Juncker,  who  is  fupported  by  the 

It  foraetirnes  be-  . , , r 

gins  with  ibive-  iiiiirage  ot  experience,  that  the  lever 

ring,  cold,  &c.  , . , ’ i n i • 

begins,  and  returns,  at  lealt  during 
the  fird  days,  not  only  with  chillinefs,  fhivering, 
and  cold,  with  which  the  body  is  fnook  half  an 
hour,  or  a whole  one,  fucceeded  by  heat  at  fird 
mild,  afterwards  becoming  more  acrid,  accompa- 
nied with  fome  anxiety^  about  the  praecordia,  or 
even  an  incliaatipn  to  vomit.  But  the  heat  at 

f 

length  becornes  fp  long  protraded,  that  it  does  not 
abate  until  the  fecond  morning.  This  chiefly 
occurs  in  plethoric  patients,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  complaint.  The  pulfe 
varies  according  to  the  various  dages 
and  violence  of  the  complaint,  and 
the  difference  of  temperaments  and  habits ; it  is  al- 

The  fweat  ^ays  qiiick,  however.  As  the  dlf- 
eafe advances,  copious  and  fetid 
fweats  breakout,  efpecially  during  the  remiffions^ 


Nature  of  the 
pulfe’. 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


IS 


a thick  phlegm  and  mucus  is  difcharged  from  the 
nofe  ; a great  quantity  of  concofted  white  and 
glutinous  matter,  fometimes  yellow  and  like  pus, 
is  expediorated  ; or  a diarrhoea  fupervenes,  toge- 
ther with  urine  depofiting  a fediment  ; by  which 
means  the  fever  is  fortunately  refolved.  Hence 
the  prognofis  and  true  nature  of  this  fever  are 
eafily  difcovered.  For,  as  Juncker  very  judicioufly 
remarks,  it  is  not  confiftent  with 

The  catarrh  a 

common  fenfe,  to  aenommate  lymptoin  pc. 

, , . ^ * culiar  to  it. 

that  a cata7''rbal  fever ^ in  v/hica 
“ neither  cOugh,  nor  heavinefs,  nor  lioarfenefs, 
nor  peripneumony,  nor  any  thing  of  eryfipelas^ 
are  manifefted.”  This  remark  is  very  appli- 
cable to  thcfe  who  have  abufed  the  name  of  ca- 
tai^rbal  fever ^ often  comprehending  under  it  a^to- 
tally  different  kind  of  complaint.  For  that  which 
is  commonly  called  the  rnaUgiiant  catarrhal  fever ^ 
ox  petechi%ans^  has  none  of  the  fymptoms  men» 
tioned  above,  entitling  it  to  the  name  of  'catar-^ 
rbaL 

343.  It  appeared  to  Juncker  and  feveral  others, 
that  this  fever  was  the  fame  as  the  contmued  quo- 
tidian of  the  ancients^  concerning  which  we  have 
already  (329.'^  treated  apart.  But  the  catarrhal 
fever,  as  Sauvaees  likewife  fuppofes, 

, . . , . what  refpecSt  it 

differs  from  it  in  the  pains  of  the  differs  from  the 

. , 1111  • n contmued  quo- 

joints  and  back,  the  coryza,  milam-  tidianofthean. 
mation  of  the  fauces,  the  hoarfenefs, 
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The  difference 
between  ca- 
tarrhal levers 
and  other  li- 
milar  affec- 
tions, and 
rheum  atifm. 


cough,  dyfpnoea,  the  erratic  and  long-continued 
fhiverings,  and  other  peculiar  marks  (341  .)>  but 
particularly  in  point  of  duration.  Nor  ought 

this  fever  to  be  confounded  with 
thefe  rheumatic  congeftions  of  the 
fauces  and  breaft,  which  not  un- 
frequently  fupervene  on  fevers,  both 
continued  and  intermitting,  at  their 
height  and  after  the  turn ; or  which,  even  from  the 
beginning,  are  combined  with  them,  on  account  of 
the  feafon  and  the  prevailing  epidemic.  For  in 
thefe  the  catarrhal  aifedlon  is  fubfequent  and  acci- 
dental, and  not,  as  in  the  catarrhal  fever,  effentially 
ccnneded  with,  and  infeparable  from,  them.  We 
are  alfo  informed  by  Hoffman,  that  there  is  no 
fmall  difference  between  this  fever  and  that  which 
is  the  concomitant  of  rheumatifm,  proceeding 
from  the  rheumatifm  itfelf.  Since  in  the  catarrhal 
fever,  the  inner  membranes  of  the  noftrils,  fauces, 
larynjc,  trachea,  and  bronchia,  are  affeded,  and 
fomething  of  a critical  difcharge  takes  place  from 
thefe  parts  ; while  in  rheumatifm,  the  mufcles 
alone  and  their  flieaths,  or  the  tendons  of  the  li- 
gaments of  the  bones,  are  morbidly  affeded,  nor 
does  any  thing  proceed  from  them  meriting 
the  name  of  a fenfible  and  critical  evacuation. 

The  fame  author  thinks  it  may  be, 
^^fromthe  quo^  with  little  trouble,  diftinguiflied  from 

aSedions  of  the  nares  and 
fauces  occafioned  by  lues  venerea, 
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fcurvy,  or  fimple  catarrh.  For  in  them  there 
is  generally  no  fever  prefent.  But  it  is  fome- 
what  more  difficult  to  diftinguifh  the  catarrhal 
fever  from  that  fpecies  of  quotidian  intermit- 
tent, which,  on  account  of  its  evening-acceffions 
and  longer  courfes,  is  named  fpiirious  (135.)) 
pecially  if  it  be  derived  from  catarrhal  affedlions, 
or  be  (1410  accompanied  by  them.  But  in  fuch 
a quotidian  the  acceffions  are  generally  aggrava- 
ted by  more  manifeft  fhivering,  or  preceded  by  it, 
and  they  are  interrupted  by  a real  celTation  from 
fever,  although  of  fhort  continuance^  in  which 
circumftance,  according  to  Ludwig  the  whole 
diftindlion  confifls. 

* Inftit.  Clinic,  fubfect.  3.  § 98. 

344.  The  proximate  caufe  of  this  fever  feems 
to  be  the  fenirn  and  lymph,  either 

its  CR.blfcS«> 

vitiated  in  quantity,  Icntor,  or  acri- 
mony, or  in  all  thefe  refpecfs,  accumulated  in  the 
veffels  diftributed  upon  tlie  furface  of  the  body, 
efpeclally  the  cutaneous  ones,  flicking  dn  them, 
and  occafioning  irritation ; or  flowing  too  co~ 
pioufly  to  the  veflTels,  glands,  follicles,  and  crypto 
7nucofcB  ot  die  membranes  invefting  the  nares,  pa- 
late, fauces,  larynx,  bronchia,  and  fimilar  parts, 
nay  the  c^fophagus,  ftomach,  and  inteftines  ; fill- 
ing, diflendiiig,  and  inflaming  them  ; but,  to  be 
as  brief  as  poffible,  its  proximate  caufe  feems  to 
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confifl:  in  a flight  ferous  inflammation  of  feme  or 
all  ofthefe  parts.  The  predifpofing  caufes,  hov\?'«- 
ever,  are  chiefly  the  fanguineo-phlegmatic  tempera» 
ment,  a foft  lax  habit,  with  vitiated  fluids,  various 
acrimonies,  the  foppreflion  of  ulcers,  the  fcabby  e« 
ruption,  the  crufla  laEiea^  achores^  and  of  other  ex- 
cretions. The  procatarElic  caiifcs  fupervening  on 
proegitmcui^^  by  their  joint  operation  occafion 
the  proximate  caufe  ; fuch  are  hidden  expofure 
of  the  body,  but  efpecially  of  the  head  and  neck, 
tp  the  cold  air,  in  a damp  fpring  or  autumn ; cold 
drink  taken  into  the  body  when  warm  ; fudden 
checking  oi  the  perfpiration  ; principally  viciffi* 
tudes  of  the  feafons;  and,  laffly,  the  inhaling  of  an 
epidemic  acrid,  or  its  being  otherwife  received 
into  the  fyflem  By  thefe  means  the  lymph  is 
not  only  rendered  thicker  and  more  acrid  ; the 
mucous  humours  coagulated,  and  the  excretory 
duds  contraded  ; but  likewife  the  blood  and 
other  fluids,  in  confequence  of  the  external  parts 
being  conflrided,  and  oppofmg  greater  refiftance, 
are  propelled  more  copioufly  to  the  internal  parts 
not  yet  afieded  with  cold,  confequently  more  re- 
laxed, and  affording  lefs  oppofition,  fo  as  to  occa- 
fion cengeftions  and  flight  inflammations  in  thefe 
parts. 

* That  epidemic  miafma  appears  to  be  prefent,  principally 
from  this  circumftance,  that  frequently,  while  catarrhal  alFec- 
tioiis  prevail  epidemically,  this  common  difeafe  attacks  even 
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tliofe  who  have  been  for  a confiderable  time  confined  to  bed 
from  other  caufes,  and  have  ufed  every  precaution  in  ftiunning 
cold  and  the  bad  efFecSIs  of  expofure  to  the  air.  I myfelf  have 
a hundred  times  obferved  this.  Nor  would  I have  the  reader 
believe,  that  I have  obferved  this  in  thefe  catarrhs  only,  in  which 
there  might  have  been  reafon  to  fufpedd,  that  the  complaint 
had  been  communicated  by  contagion,  which,  if  it  ever  hap- 
pen,  is  of  very  rare  occurrence,  w^ere  I not  difpofed  to  confi- 
der  it  as  very  doubtful : but  I affirm,  that  I have  difcovered  it 
in  thofe  catarrhal  affiedfions,  which  there  was  not  the  fmalleft 
fhadow  of  reafon  for  fuppofing  to  have  been  propagated  to  the 
patients  by  contagion.  But  when  I mention  an  epidemic 
acrid  being  inhaled,  or  otherwife  received  into  the  body,”  I 
mean  what  is  imparted  to  the  atmofphere  by  exhalation,  or  va- 
pours arifing  from  moift  or  marfliy  ground,  or  which  certain 
winds  convey  to  us.  For  fometimes  the  complaint  is  fo  ra- 
pidly dilfufed,  that  its  propagation  cannot  depend  merely  on. 
contagi  and  communication  with  the  infe61:ed,  were  the  miaf- 
mata  not  fpread  in  all  dire^lions  by  means  of  the  winds.  For 
I think  it  highly  probable,  that  epidemic  catarrhs  in  a great 
meafure  arife  from  this  caufe,  but  that  the  milder  ones,  and 
fuch  as  are  lefs  univerfal,  if  I may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
are  to  be  derived  from  changes  of  the  weather  and  air,  which 
vitiate  the  fluids  of  our  bodies  in  various  ways. 
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345.  The  duration  of  this  fever  is  uncertain. 
When  its  caufe  is  flight,  and  its  de- 

It  is  improperly 

gree  not  great,  it  is  terminated  in  referred  to  the 

one,  two,  three,  or  four  days.  It  is  ^ 

then  referred  moft  generally,  to  the  ephemera:  of/e- 
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veral  days;  but  improper!  y-jbecaufe  It  Is  by  no  means 
a continent  fever.  In  the  fpring  of  the  prefent 
year  it  was  fo  epidemic  that  fcarcely  any  one 
efcaped  it  here  at  Milan,  and  alfo  at  Turin,  and 
In  other  diftridls.  It  began  its  attack  without 
cold,  with  imiverfa!  laffitude,  coryza,  cough,  great 
heat,  and  for  three  fucceliive  days  repeated  its  ac- 
ceffions  about  the  evenings,  which  gradually  be- 
came !efs,  and,  lliortly  afterwards,  a copious  fweat 
breaking  out  in  the  remiflions,  thick  urine  being 
paffed,  and  puriform  and  concoded  matter  be- 
ing readily  and  quickly  expedorated,  generally 
on  the  third,  or,  at  fartheft,  on  the  fourth  paro- 
xyfm  taking  place,  it  wholly  difappeared,  the 
cough  alone  remaining  for  fome  days.  More 
frequently,  however,  when  it  originates  from  a 
more  powerful  caufe,  and  is  genuine  and  pure, 
fucli  as  I have  already  defcribcd  it,  it  is  protraded 
to  the  feventh,  ninth,  or  fourteenth  day.  Of  it- 
felf  it  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  benign,  and, 
when  properly  treated,  void  of  danger ; for  fre- 
quently, even  on  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint, 
a free  fweat  being  obtained,  it  is  thus  refolved,  or, 
a few  days  after,  a critical  folution  takes  place  by 
means  of  a copious  expedoration  of  vifcid  matter, 
or  a full  difcharge  of  mucus  and  phlegm  from  the 
noftrils,  or  frequent  loofe  ftools,  or  a great  quan- 
tity of  thick  turbid  urine,  or  by  means  of  all  thefe 
evacuations  together. 

* 178Q. 
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346.  Sometimes,  however,  when  it  arifes  from 
a more  violent  caufe,  and  the  blood  is  more  in- 
fedted  with  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  as  in  fome 
epidemics  frequently  happens,  it  readily  paffes 
Into  angina,  peripneumony,  or  pleurify,  unlefs 
bleeding  and  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  be  employ- 
ed in  due  time.  Such  was  that  catarrhal  fever  ^ 
which  raged  epidemically  in  the  middle  of  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1 6 ^8,  at  London^ I or  another, 
which,  in  the  year  1675,  fcarcely  Ipared  any  one, 
and  was  defcribed  by  Sydenham  f under  the  name 
of  an  epidemic  cough ; and  alfo,  that  which  in  the 
year  1709  raged  at  P^ome,  during  the  prevalence 
of  an  epidemic,  named  by  Lancifii  rheumatic 
In  this  laft,  coryza  and  runnings,  together  with 
a flight  cough,  proved  troublefome  from  the  be- 
ginning, nearly  in  the  fame  way  in  wdiich  the 
fame  complaint,  as  we  are  informed  by  Cagna- 
tus  §,  and  Bonus  II,  had  raged  in  the  fixteenth 
and  feventeenth  centuries.  Next  in  this  fever 
there  fupervened  pains  of  the  breaft,  angina, 
pleurify,  or  adual  peripneumony,  efpecially  in 
thofc  who,  negleding  the  firft  attack  of  the  dif- 
eafe  and  cough,  lived  intemperately 

* Willis  de  Febrib.  c.  xvii.  p.  85. 

f Obferv.  Med.  Circ.  Morb.acut.  FFift.  et  curat,  fed.  2.  c.  v 
150.  152. 

% De  nativ.  deque  adventit.  Romani  Caeli  qualitatib,  cui  acce- 
dit Hid.  Epidemiae  Rheumaticae,  quae  perhiemem  anni  170^, 
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vagata  eft  Romie  17 ii.  J De  falubit.  Roman,  aeris,  p.  22^ 
II  De  reftit.  falub.  agr.  Rom.  p.  16. 

^ Here  follows  a brief  view  of  Lancifi's  defcription.  Firft 
came  on  univerfal  laflitude,  next  fever  with  rigor,  ftiortly  an 
erratic  pain  in  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the  bread,  accom- 
panied with  conftant  and  dry  cough.  The  pulfe  was  obferved 
to  be  hard,  the  urine  deep-coloured,  and  fometimes  turbid  ; 
quickly  followed  by  fpitting  of  blood,  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. Then  the  cheeks  often  grew  red,  and  a yellow  colour  took 
place  all  over  the  body,  fimilar  to  what  occurs  in  jaundice.  It 
is  furpriling,  and  deferving  of  notice,  that  prifons  and  places 
diftantly  fituate  from  the  north  winds,  were  not  vilited  by  this 
difeafe.  Women  were  lefs  liable  to  it  than  men,  and  the 
opulent  and  noble  lefs  fo  than  the  poor  ; but  if  any  of  them 
fell  into  the  complaint,  they  experienced  the  difeafe  in  a mild- 
er degree,  namely,  the  coryza,  hoarfenefs,  external  pain  of  the 
breaft,  and  flight  attacks  of  rheumatic  fevers.  Moft  of  them 
recovered  from  the  complaint  either  by  fweat  or  hemorrhage 
from  the  nofe,  or  purging,  or  a copious  difeharge  of  urine,  or 
by  ail  thefe  evacuations  combined  together,  generally  with 
expedloration  of  conco6Ied  matter.  Not  unfrequently,  how- 
ever, the  pains  of  the  breaft  and  fever  went  off  without  con- 
co6bed  expectoration.  The  dead  bodies,  when  diffeCted,  dif- 
played  the  praecordia  red,  even  to  the  diaphragm,  and  black 
with  coagulated  blood,  which  was  in  a grumous  ftate  in  the 
great  vefl'els  of  the  heart.  The  north  winds,  and  a long  con- 
tinuance of  cold  weather,  feemed  to  be  the  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe.—Roin,  Epid.  cap.  2.  p.  196. 

347.  This  difeafe  alfo  not  unfrequently  termi- 
nates in  phthifis  pulmonalis,  efpe- 

It  fometimes  ... 

pafl'es  into  ciaily  wlieii  the  cough  proves  te- 

phthifis.  1 r r i 

dions,  or  the  lever  oiteii  recurs,- and 
attacks  perfons  labouring  under  any  taint  of  the 
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lungs,  or  in  whom  there  is  a maiconformation  of 
the  cheft.  Upon  the  whole,  as  Juncker  obferveSj 
the  more  it  recedes  from  being  of  a flight  kind, 
and  commences  with  exceflive  cold  or  heat,  the 
more  reafon  is  there  to  fear  the  prefence  of  fome 
taint  of  the  vifcera.”  Likewife  the  more  pa- 
tients are  oppreffed  with  a quantity  of  impure 
blood  or  ferum,  the  worfe  and  more  tedious  does 
the  difeafe  generally  prove,  as  happens  in  the  cafe 
of  fcorbutic  patients,  or  fuch  as  are  affed:ed  with 
a lurking  miliary  miafma  ; fince  in  them  unu- 
fually  pernicious  fymptoms  arife,  threatening  the 
patient  with  no  fmall  danger.  But  it  attacks  hy- 
pochondriacal fubjefts  with  greater  violence,  be- 
ing attended  with  more  fevere  fymptoms,  as  an- 
xiety of  the  praecordia,  more  difficult  refpiration, 
reftleffnefs,  and  flatulent  pains  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen.  Nor  do  thofe  females  fuffer 
lefs,  who  are  liable  to  the  hyfteric  paffion  and 
fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge. 


THE  CURE. 


Indications. 


J48.  Our  attention  mufl  be  entirely  diredfed 
to  reftore  an  equable  circulation  of 
the  blood  and  all  the  fluids ; to  derive 
them  to  the  furface  ; to  refolve  congeftions  ; to 
allay  acrimony  ^ to  promote  the  perfpiration  in- 
VOL,  11.  C 
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ternally  and  externally  ; and  to  procure  the  time- 
ly concodlion  and  excretion  of  the  morbific  matter. 

When  the  difeafe,  therefore,  is  of  a 
diet  alone  is  iuf-  flieht  Kind,  and  its  caufe  can  be  ea- 

ficient,  ••  , ^ 

fily  removed  or  difllpated,  the  whole 
bufinefs  may  be  left  to  nature  alone  and  proper 
regimen.  In  fuch  a cafe,  more  reft  and  gentle 
heat  of  the  bed,  and  copious  tepid  drink,  of  a di« 
iuent  and  mild  kind,  calculated  to'  gently  pro- 
mote all  the  fecretions  and  excretions,  efpecially 
the  expectoration  and  fvv^eat,  together  with  light 
diet,  will  be  found  fufficient.  But  w^hen  the  fe- 
ver is  fomewhat  more  fevere,  and  is  accompanied 
with  more  diftreffing  fyrnptoms,  we  mull  have 
recourfe  to  more  decided  practice.  Then  bleed- 
ing requires  notice.  Moft  writers 
either  pafs  it  over  in  filence,  avow- 
edly reject  it,  or  confider  it  as  being  very  rarely 
neceffary.  Holfman, — who  affirms  that  the  timely 
employment  of  it,  accompanied  with  proper  diet, 
in  plethoric  perfons,  has  a remarkable  effeCt  in 
preventing  the  frequent  return  of  catarrhal  affec- 
tions,— advifes  its  being  altogether  laid  afide  du- 
ring the  prefence  of  the  catarrhal  fever  ; be- 
eaufe  of  its  rendering  the  catarrh  more  tedious, 
as  he  had  learned  by  experience.  But,  with 
deference  to  fo  great  an  authority,  and  to  others 
holding  the  fame  opinion,  I would  not  be  ap- 
prehenfive  of  any  bad  confequence  from  the  ufe  of 
this  remedy,  even  ui  fuch  a cafe,  being  well  con- 


Of  bleeding. 
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vinced  of  its  very  great  utility,  both  in  removing 
the  proximate  caufe  of  the  complaint, — .which 
feenis  to  confift  in  a flight  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion (344*)  of  the  parts  affei^led^—and  in  readily 
and  emcacioufly  difcufling  whatever  obftruftions 
may  be  prefent ; but  aifo  in  certainly  and  fafely 
preventing  the  affedtions  which  iifually  fucceed 
to  fuch  rheumatic  complaints,  namely  tubercles,  hae- 
moptyfis  and  phthifis.  For  I have  again  and  again 
experienced  the  truth  of  this  in  Italy ; and  in  France 
Sauvages  found  the  fame  refult  to  take  place, 
which  led  him  to  propofe  commencing  the  cure 
of  catarrhal  fever  with  bleeding, 

349.  However,  it  muft  not  be  employed  raflily, 
nor  too  freely  ; but  all  the  indications  pointing 
out  its  ufe,  which  we  have  already  frequently 
mentioned,  muft;  be  confidered  by  the  pradlitioner. 
For  if  thefe  are  wanting,  while  there  is  abundance 
of  ferous  fluid,  while  the  red  part  of  the  blood  is  too 
fparing,  the  veflels  and  fibres  too  lax,  together 
with  a fmall,  weak,  and  foft  pulfe,  bleeding  will 
not  only  be  fuperfiuous,  but  even  hurtful,  and 
then  merely  by  dimlnlflilng  the  vis  a tergo,  the 
ierous  congeftions  wdll  become  more  obftinate  ; 
nay,  as  FIcffman  fiifpedls,  will  be  increafed.  If, 
however,  bleeding  feems  to  be  required  by  any 
particular  fymptom,  wdiile  others  render  its  uti- 
lity equivocal,  both  dry  and  v/et  cupping-glafTes 
and  leeches  are  moft  fafely  fubftituted  in  its  place. 

C 2 
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In  the  epidemic  already  mentioned  (par.  J45»)> 
the  full,  and  ftrong,  and  fometimes  hard  pulfe, 
the  rednefs  of  the  face,  and  fomewhat  crreater  vie- 
lence  of  the  acceffions,  required  one  or  two  bleed- 
ings immediately,  in  confequence  of  vdiich  they 
were  all  fuccefsfuHy  treated.  And  this  practice 
is  the  more  neceffary  Vvdien  the  epidemic  is  coa- 
joined  with  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  and  is  apt 
to  affociate  v;ith  it  angina,  pleurify,  or  peripneu-^ 
mony  (346.).  In  that  one  defcribed  by  Lancifi, 
bleeding  employed  before  the  fourth  day  was  fer-* 
viceable  to  tliofe  of  a robufl:  habit,  though  it  had 
not  been  preceded  by  fpittiog  of  blood  ; which 
indeed  was  a fign,  not  of  refolution  or  concodtion, 
but  of  GiTidity.  But  it  proved  in  no  fmall  demee 
hurtful  to  thofe  of  a weak  habit  of  body,  efpeciai- 
ly  after  the  feventh  day,  if  the  fputum  had  al- 
ready begun  to  be  concodled,  and  other  ufefui 
evacuations  at  the  fame  time  vvere  prefent.  Fre- 
quently large  hlood-Ietting  was  not  fufficient  ; 
but,  at  other  times,  though  fparing,  it  overcame 
the  difeafe  : nay,  fometimes  mere  fcarification  of 
the  fide  has  perfected  the  cure  Sydenham  alfo, 
when  fuch  inflammatory  fymptoms  fupervened, 
found  bleeding  ferviceable  ; b ut  il  e advifed  k 
neither  to  be  carried  to  fuch  length,  nor  repeated 
fo  frequently,  as  ought  to  be  done  in  pleurify  and 
primary  peripneumony.  For  in  thefe  fympto- 
matic  pleurifies,  or  anginas,  or  peripneumonies^ 
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he  remarked,  that  as  often  as  the  fever,  on  which 
they  fiipervene,  does  not  of  itfelf  require  bleeding, 
one  or  two  bleedings  only  are  fufhcient,  and  that  a 
greater  number  is  hurtful.  In  the  mean  time  he 
prefcribed  the  cooling  and  antiphiogiftic  regimen, 
and  in  particular  recommended  that  the  patient 
fhould  get  out  of  bed  for  fome  time  every  day« 
For  in  England  at  that  time  an  improper  cuftom 
prevailed,  of  employing  calefacients  and  exceffive 
heat  of  the  bed. 

^ Lanciii  too  did  not  omit  emollient  fomentations  exter- 
nally, and  remedies  of  a diluent,  relaxing,  and  refolving  kind 
internally,  together  with  the  application  of  cantharidesi.  He 
informs  us  that  he  experienced  the  heft  elfedts  upon  ufing  all  of 
thefe  remedies.  He  likewife  confefTes  that  glyfters  and  gentle 
laxatives  were  not  without  their  advantage. 

350.  Purgatives  are  feldorn  proper. 

But  in  the  cafe  of  depraved  dige- 
ftion,  or  when  the  prim^  as 

often  happens,  abound  with  vifcid  mucus,  they 
muft  be  cleanfed  with  gentle  purges  only,  as  caf» 
fia,  manna,  tartar,  bitter  neutral  falts,  prepared 
grapes  or  prunes,  oil  of  almonds  or  lintfeed,  and 
the  like,  according  to  circiimftances.  Nor  ought 
that  to  be  done  at  firfl:  only,  but;  it  may  be  prac- 
tifed  with  advantage  alfo  during  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  if  an  exceffive  quantity  of  impure  fe- 
rous  fluid  is  prefent,  and  it  is  brotfght  off  from  the 
fauces  and  lungs  with  difficulty. 

Glyfters  may  be  very  fafely  adriii” 

C3' 
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nlftered  every  day,  or  every  fecond  d3Y,  both  to 
keep  the  belly  open,  which  is  thought  neceilary, 
and  to  produce  reviiliion  and  refrigeration.  Sy- 
denham trufted  principally  to  r-  remedy  alone, 
when  he  attempted  to  gradually  iecern  and  draw 
off  the  acrid  and  phlogiftic  particles  from  the 
blood.  For  the  perfpirable  acrid,  and  the  phlo- 
giftic principle  retained  in  the  fyftem,  is  very  con- 
veniently transferred  to  the  inteftines,  and  eva- 
cuated from  thence.  In  the  mean 
Diluents.  time,  the  reft  of  the  cure  is  perform- 
ed by  diluents  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  in  a 
tepid  ftate.  Among  thefe,  a principal  rank  is 
held  by  thofe  which  at  the  fame  time  allay  acri- 
mony, as  decocftions  of  barley,  of  althsea-root,  and 
liquorice ; infufions  of  wild  poppy-flowers,  vio- 
lets, and  verbafcum  ; emulfions  of  almonds,  or 
of  the  cold  feeds,  which  are  pofTefied  alfo  of  an 
anodyne  quality.  Likewife  daify  and  elder 
flowers  are  here  recommended.  The  former  in 
particular  are  fuppofed  to  poffefs  a refolving,  the 
latter  a fudorific  virtue. 

351.  We  may  allay  the  rage  of 
fever,  when  it  is  unufually  vio- 
lent, and  refolve  lentor  of  the  blood, 
if,  as  often  happens,  it  be  conjoined  with  the  fe- 
ver, befides  bleeding,  by  Ample  oxymei ; by  nitre; 
by  the  fal  diureticus,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  ftime  ; 
rob  of  elder-berries ; pure  whey,  or  a decodion 
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Inciding  means. 


of  fuccory,  taraxacum,  and  fcabiofa  ; 
hydromel,  and  the  like.  But,  pro- 
vided  a moderate  febrile  motion,  and  a degree  of 
torpor,  as  it  were,  of  the  folids,  permit  their  life, 
by  the  following  remedies  we  may  incide  the 
iluggifli  and  vifcid  lymph  ; namely,  decodiions  of 
the  root  of  burdock,  white  burnet,  elicampaiie, 
vincetoxicum,  polygala  Virginiana,  or  that  of  Eu-» 
rope,  faflafras  wood,  liyffop,  veronica,  chervil  ; 
oxymel  of  fquills,  the  fyrupus  de  erefymo  of  Lo- 
belius,  or  de  Peto  ; flowers  of  fulphur  ; benzoin  ; 
Kermes  mineral,  and  the  like  ; which  alfo  pof- 
fefs  the  property  of  refolving  infardions  of  the 
lungs,  by  promoting  copious  expedloration. 

352.  The  cough  is  fometimes  fo 
troublefome,  that  it  in  particular  re- 
quires being  alleviated.  This,  then, 
is  effeded  by  fpermaceti  of  the  whiteft  and  leaft 
rancid  kind  ; oil  of  fweet  almonds,  or  lintfeed, 
perfedly  frefh,  and  exprelTed  without  the  aid  of 
fire  ; butter  ; cream  of  tartar  ; hydrcgala  ; emul- 
fions  of  the  rich,  farinaceous  feeds  ; mucilages  of 
the  feeds  of  althaea,  mallows,  pfy Ilium  ; and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  things  which  induce  fleep,  as  poppy- 
heads,  the  fyrup  of  meconium  of  Sydenham,  the 
ftorax  pills  of  Sylvius,  thofe  made  of  cynoglolTum, 
the  nepenthes  of  Quercetanus,  and  opium  itlelf. 
But  we  muft  proceed  to  employ  them  with  cau- 
tion, and  not  tmlefs  in  a cafe  of  urgent  neceffity, 

C 4 
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Pvevellents. 


after  emptying  the  vefieis,  purging  the  belly,  and 
diminilhiing  the  colluvies  of  phlegm  oppreffing  the 

lungs.  For  promoting  the  fweat^ 
which  is  of  very  great  fervice  in 
this  fever,  if  the  means  already 
mentioned  fail  in  their  eifed;,  the  moft  convenient 
remedies  are  decodions  and  infufions  of  bitter 
herbs,  as  carduus  benedidus,  chamsedrys,  Alpine 
wormwood,  camomile,  drunk  off  tepid  ; fridion 
of  the  whole  body  ; dry  cupping-glafies  ; pedilu- 
vium  ; which  laft  cccafions  very  ufeful  revulfion 
from  the  head  and  fauces.  Revulfion  is  alfo  ob- 
tained by  blifters  of  cantharides, 
which  likewife  polTefs  an  excellent 
refolving  and  attenuant  quality,  applied  to  the 
neck  or  arms,  more  efpecially  if  the  temperament 
and  habit  of  body,  fuppreffed  cutaneous  eruptions, 
and  obftinate  cough,  require  fuch  a remedy. 

353*  mull  likewife  alleviate 
^ vTng^Se  fymp-  Other  fymptoms.  If  the  throat 

is  very  painful,  it  ought  to  be  gently 
waflied  with  tepid  milk,  or  a decodion  of  barley, 
and  elder-flowers.  Sometimes  aphthae  fupervene, 
which  may  be  relieved  by  a pencil  dipped  in  fpi- 
rits  of  fait  or  vitriol,  to  which  there  has  been  add- 
ed a little  honey  of  rofes.  If  a diarrhoea  occurs, 
it  muft  not  be  checked.  When  it  is  too  great, 
however,  it  may  be  moderated  ; when  defedive, 
it  may  be  gently  excited  by  the  powder  or  tinc-^ 
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tore  of  rliiibarb.  The  nofe  ought  to  be  fome'nted 
with  tepid  water,  or  its  vapours  fhould  be  inhaled^ 
to  relax  the  veiTeis,  refolve  the  congeilion,  and  oc- 
cafion  a more  ready  dlfcharge  of  mucus*  Should 
there  be  any  occafion  for  employing  a ftlmulus^ 
which,  after  difcuffmg  the  phlogofis  of  the  pitiii' 
tary  membrane,  may  fometimes  happen,  it  will 
be  proper  to  add  honey,  fugar,  or  manna,  or  the 
]uice  of  red  beets.  Some,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  dlfcharge  of  humour,  put  into  the  noftrils  ta-- 
per-pieces  of  pure  manna,  previoufly  irnmerfed  in 
oil  of  almonds. 

354.  But  all  thofe  things  which 
produce  too  great  commotion,  or 
are  too  heating  or  cooling,  or  occafion  coagulW 
don  by  their  acidity,  and  check  the  perfpiration, 
muft  be  carefully  avoided*  Narcotics  themfelves 
muft  be  ufed  with  caution,  as  has  already  (352) 
been  obferved,  efpecially  if  weaknefs  and  heavh 
nefs  of  the  head  be  prefent,  if  the  patient  be  ad- 
vanced  in  life,  and  coftlvenefs  occur.  Likewife 
fubftances  of  an  oily  and  too  relaxing  kind,  as 
inoft  pectorals,  muft  be  adminiftered  fparingly 
and  cautioufly,  left,  by  weakening  the  appetite 
and  digeftion,  or  by  relaxing  the  lungs,  they  in-* 
duce  cachexy,  or  phthifis.  After  the  fever  has 
been  difcuffed,  or  when  it  is  drawing  to  a clofe, 
if  the  prim^  vise  feem  oppreffed  with  vifcid  mu» 
cus,  or  the  catarrhal  humour  continues  any  long- 
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er  to  flow  to  the  fauces  and  chef!; ; in  that  cafe,  a 
gentle  cathartic  of  manna  or  rhubarb  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  cleanfe  the  former,  and  derive  the  latter 
elfewhere,  Lalfly,  if  the  bronchia  and  lungs  have 
become  relaxed,  they  may  be  ftrengthened  by 
bark  or  cafcarilla,  baifamic  refms,  conferve  of  red 
rofes,  and  by  means  of  other  fiich  remedies,  na- 
med tonics  and  traumatics. 

355.  But  it  frequently  happens  that  this  fever 
from  any  flight  caufe  frequently  returns,  and  ren- 
ders many  people  too  liable  to  it.  In  fuch  cafes, 
the  prophylaxis  neceflarily  claims  attention.  Such, 
therefore,  as  are  very  liable  to  it,  ought  to  avoid 
all  thofe  caufes  from  which  we  have  already  re- 
marked catarrhal  affedlions  to  arife.  During  the 
fpring-tirae  and  autumn,  before  being  attacked  by 
the  complaint,  if  they  be  of  a plethoric  habit,  they 
ought  to  have  blood  drav/n  ; they  ought  to  be 
fparing  in  their  diet ; to  prepare  themfelves  a- 
gainfl:  the  viciflitude  of  winter  by  warm  cloath- 
ing,  and  lay  it  afide  with  caution  ; to  ftrengthen 
their  conftitutions  by  means  of  exercife  and  power- 
ful fridion ; under  which  head 

The  prophylaxis. 

comes  the  ufe  of  the  tepid  bath, 
next  cold-bathing  in  ffefli  or  fait  water,  employ- 
ed during  the  fummer  feafon.  Befides,  it  is  pro- 
per for  fuch  as  are  of  a humid  or  lax  tempera- 
ment, in  fpriiig  and  autumn,  to  employ  decoc- 
tions of  farfaparilla,  the  root  of  the  bark,  faffafras 
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wood,  maflich,  with  dried  grapes,  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty  or  forty  days,  and  to  life  a dry  kind  of 
diet.  On  the  other  hand,  whey,  foop  of  irogs 
and  vipers,  ptifaiis  of  barley  or  oats,  are  accom- 
modated to  thofe  of  a {pare  habit,  and  whole  fyf» 
tern  abounds  with  acrimonies.  In  net  a few  in- 
fiances  alfo  an  iffue  made  in  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
or  arm,  has  been  ferviceable  ; by  which  obfiioate 
catarrhs,  and  fuch  as  were  apt  to  return,  are  laid 
to  have  been  removed.  By  thefe  means,  then, 
the  return  of  the  complaint  is  furpiifmgly  pre- 
vented. 


356.  Hitherto  we  have  treated  ci  both  the 
fporadic  and  epidemic  catarrhal  fever,  of  the  be- 
nign one,  and  of  that  combined  with  v„;ous  compii- 
an  inflammatory  diatheiis  of  the  canons  of  it. 

blood.  The  epidemic  kind  efpecially  may  likewife 
be  combined  with  fordes  of  the  prlmce  vice^  and 
then  refembles  the  gaftric  fever,  of  wdiicli  I fhall 
fay  more  hereafter.  It  may  alfo  be  complicated 
with  a latent,  miliary,  meafly,  or  petechial  mlaf- 
ma  ; but  it  remains  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  in 
that  cafe  it  be  rather  fymptomatic  than  primary. 
And  fometimes  it  is  not  free  of 

V/hether  it  be 

malignity,  efpecially  when  it  pre-  fometimes  ma» 
vails  epidemically  ; or  at  leaft  it  oc-  ^ 
cafionally  becomes  malignant ; as  Lancifi  affirms 
to  have  happened  tow^ards  the  end  of  the  rheuma- 
tic epidemic  lately  mentioned.  Sauvages  makes 
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a diftinftion  between  the  catarrhal  fever  and  the 

Some  obferva-  febrile  rhcumaticaff^Bion  oiththvQdi^ij 
tions.  ^ flight  and  lymphatic  phlogofis 

of  the  bronchia  accompanied  with  fever  ; but,  if  I 
miftake  not,  whatever  difference  fabfifts  between 
them,  fee  ms  entirely  to  confift  in  the  degree  of 
violence  and  part  affedted.  The  fame  author  has 
alfo  chofen  to  diftinguiih  various  kinds  of  catarrhs 
from  this  fever,  fuch  as  the  catarrhus  benignus^ 
(fpec.  I.),  the  catarrhus  ferhiiis  or  the  tuffs  fo- 
rma (fpec,  2.),  the  catarrhus  epidemicus  'j'  (fpec.  3.), 
fmce  they  are  commonly  unaccompanied  by  fever, 
or  if  it  be  prefent,  it  may  then  be  efteemed  as  fymp- 
tomatic.  But  if  thefe  difeafes  from  the  beginning 
be  conjoined  with  fever,  and  are  accompanied  in 
their  coiirfe  by  it,  1 do  not  fee  why  they  may  not 
be  referred  to  the  catarrhal  fever.  Of  this  kind 
feems  to  have  been  the  epidemic  difeafe,  com- 
.itionly  called  coqueluche  jl,  which  laid  wafte  the 
territory  of  Nifme,  and  the  whole  Rate  ; or  ano- 
ther, not  unlike  it,  which,  in  the  year  1580,  pre- 
vailed at  Aries,  Avignon,  and  the  neighbourhood  §, 
as  alfo  the  flow  and  malignant  fever,  accompa- 
nied with  an  epidemic  difeafe  of  the  throat,”  oh- 
ferved  by  Foreft  1|,  in  the  month  of  Odtober  1557, 
at  Alcmaer  ; or  a fimilar  one  ^ which  raged  epi- 
demically ill  June  and  July,  1580,  at  Delphi; 
and  one  attended  with  an  ulcerous  fore  throat. 
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ipitting,  and  petechte,  which  is  faid  to  have  oc- 
curred, in  the  year  1750,  at  Condom  in  Gaf- 
cGiiy  and  others  enumerated  by  Fliixham  fj' 
and  not  a few  befides  ; in  which  cough,  with 
roughnefs,  violent  inflammation  or  ulceration  of 
the  throat,  continued  fever,  violent  head-ach, 
watching,  lumbago,  coryza,  frequently  fluffing  of 
the  cheft,  or  phrenitis,  carried  off  many  on  the 
fourth  day,  others  on  the  feventh,  or  fourteenth  at 
fartheft.  For  the  moft  part,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe,  bleeding  immediately  begun, 
pectorals,  gentle  purging, or  fpontaneous  diarrhma, 
or,  iaftly,  fetid  fweat  breaking  out,  or  caufed,  by 
medicine,  cured  the  fever.  Whoever  wifhes  for 
more  ample  information,  muft  confult  the  authors 
already  quoted,  and  others 

* Commonly  called  the  qulnte  and  coqueluche^  and  by  the  Ita- 
lians  tojfe  'canina^  ajftmna^  or  convulfiva. 

f In  Italy  commonly  grippe  or  folette^  formerly  named 
at  Rome  the  mal  del  Cajirone. 

J Obferv.  comm.  obf.  9.  in  Riverliis. 

§ Ibid.  obf.  10. 

II  Obferv.  & curat.  1.  VI.  obf.  i. 

^ Ibid.  obf.  3.  This  very  catarrhal  epidemic  was  defcribed 
in  the  lame  year  (1580.)  by  Henifcb,  as  I have  already  Ihewn, 
(par.  226.  in  note),  and  by  an  anonymous  author  in  Riverius, 
(obferv.  addit,  obf.  x.),  as  alfo  not  a few  others,  becaufe  it  per- 
vaded the  whole  of  Europe,  and  ether  diftant  countries,  but 
particularly  by  Petrus  Salius  Diverfus,  in  his  book,  De  Fehre 
4 PeJiUente^  cap.  XL 

Sauvag.  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  VI.  fp.  13. 

ff  Ibid.  f:j;  It  may  be  proper  alfo  to  confult  one  of 
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our  own  countrymen,  Joannes  Targionius  Tozzetti,  (Prim.  Pa* 
colt,  d’offer.  mecl.  p.  j 74.),  who  enumerates  the  epidemic  catarrhs 
obferved  at  Florence  from  the  year  1323  to  the  year  1752, 
and  Beccaria,  in  his  commentary  on  ‘‘  a peculiar  epidemic  that 
prevailed  in  the  year  1730,  and  particularly  concerning  an  epi- 
demic catarrh,”  which  is  faid  with  amazing  rapidity  to  have 
afFecl.ed  almoft  the  whole  world.  It  is  to  be  found  in  AB.  Acad» 
N,  Curios»  Germ»  tom»  3.  p.  142.  and  was  lately  republiflied 
in  vol.  3.  Confilior.  Medicor,  at  Bologna,  after  the  author’s 


death.  In  it  we  have  not  only  a very  complete  hidory  01  the 
difeafe,  but  likewife  fimilar  epidemics  of  other  periods  are 
there  enumerated  and  compared.  There  feems  to  have  been 
a great  refcmblance  between  the  epidemic  catarrh  of  Beccaria, 
and  that  of  1782,  which  pervaded  the  whole  of  Europe  under 
the  name  of  the  Ruffian  catarrh  ; on  which  fome  judicious  re- 
marks were  publilhed  by  Targionius,  in  vol.  VII.  degli  Avvift 
fopra  !a  falute  iimana.  Among  thofe  of  oth^r  countries,  alfo,  we 
have  Lovry,  who  has  defcribed  an  epidemic  catarrh  that  pre- 
vailed at  Paris  in  the  years  1775  and  1776,  [Mem.  de  la  Societ, 
Royal,  de  MecLvol.l.  p.  2.  to  p.  13.),  and,  as  he  himfelf  thinks, 
not  effentially  different  from  that  which  Sydenham  obferved  at 
London,  1675,  mentioned  in  the  Acts  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  to  have  raged  in  the  year  1733  ; taken 

notice  of  another,  though  milder  one,  which  he  faw  alfo  at  Paris 
jn  the  year  1745.  Coquereau  likewife  has  communicated  fome 
very  inffrudfive  obfervations  concerning  the  epidemic  cough  of 
1779  and  1780,  to  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  (Mem  de  la  Soc. 
Roy»  de  Med.  vol.  3.  p.  i6.).  But  this  cough  feems  to  be  al- 
moft the  fame  as  the  Ruffian  catarrh  of  i /82  j infomuch,  that 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  difeafe  proceeded  from  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  or  originated  elfewhere.  Likewife 
epidemic  catarriial  affeffiions,  as  they  prevailed  at  Dublin  in 
the  years  1729,  1732,  1733,  1737,  1743,  and  J762,  are  de. 
feribed  by  Macbride,  [Introd.  Meth.  ad  Rheor.  et  PraEi.  Med, 
t,  2.  c.  vi.  p.  35')j  account  of  the  epidemic  catarrhs  of 
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the  years  1731,  1745,  1750,  1751,  1753,  1767,  and  1768,  by 
Perkins  of  BoPloiIj  is  to  be  found  in  voL  I.  Hift.  Reg.  Soc.  Med. 
p.  206.  Which  ought  perhaps  to  be  ftudied  by  fuch  as  would 
wifh  to  decide  the  difpute  lately  ftarted^  concerning  the  ‘‘  con« 
tadous  nature  of  the  Ruffian  catarrh.’’ 

O 

THE  MILK  FEVER  OF  PUERPERAL  WOMEN 

357.  Women  who  are  recently  brought  to 
bed,  fometimes  on  the  fecond  day  after  parturition, 
more  frequently  on  the  third,  occafionaliy  on  the 
fourth,  are  attacked  with  a fpeeies  of  fever,  to  which 
the  name  of  milk-fever  has  been  given,  becaufe 
if  it  does  not  proceed  from  the  milk  flowing  with 
violence'  to  the  breafts,— which  is  difputed,— at 
any  rate  it  comes  on  about  the  time  when  the 
breafts  grow  turgid  with  milk,  Nofologifts  ufuaU 
ly  clafs  it  among  the  epheraerse  or  Ample  fy» 
nochi,  but,  in  my  opinion,  very  erroneoufly,  as  it 
Is  a continued  remittent,  and,  when  it  is  protrafl- 
ed  beyond  twenty-four  hours,  follows  the  courfe 
of  a continued  quotidian,  being  aggravated  with 
new  acceflions  to  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  which  it 
ufually  attains  within  a few  days.  It  is  generally 
charaderifed  by  the  following  fymp- 
toms.  The  night  preceding  the  ddeaie. 

fever  is  paflTed  without  fleep,  or,  if  a iliort  fleep 
ileal  upon  the  patient,  it  is  interrupted  with  alarm- 
ing dreams,  In  the' morning  the  pulfe  is  fonie- 
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xvhat  quicker  than  ufual.  Not  unfrequcntly  there 
comes  on  headach,  and  cold,  fometimes  only 
flight  (liivcring  extending  along  the  courfe  of  the 
Iplne,  and  every  time  the  patient  turns  herfelf, 
diffuiiog  itfelf  to  the  fhoulder-blades,  nay,  almoft  to 
the  whole  furhice  of  the  body,  and  now  and  then 
returning.  Afterwards,  towards  evening,  increafed 
heat  enfues,  and  a ftronger  and  quicker  pulfe ; 
while,  in  the  mean  time,  the  breads  begin  to 
grow  painful,  tenfe,  and  turgid,  and  a flight  elFu- 
iion  of  ferum  occurs.  The  back  and  flioulders 
arc  aifefded  vrith  a tenfe  pain,  and  the  milk  is  felt 
to  be  derived,  as  it  were,  from  the  axillse  to  the 
mammx  ; the  refplration  becomes,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  more  fevere  and  laborious  ; the  lochia^  un- 
lefs  they  had  already  begun  to  flow  more  fparing- 
ly,  are  then  manifeftly  diminifhed,  and  fometimes 
become  white,  or  at  leaft  much  lefs  red  ; fre- 
quently the  areola  of  the  breaft  becomes  black, 
the  nipples  prominent,  and  flightly  rigid ; the 
glands  become  univerfally  fwollen  and  painful  ; 
at  the  fanne  time  the  atms,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
tenfion  of  the  neighbouring  parts,  are  more  diffi- 
cultly moveable,  and  the  breafts  are  affedled  with 
fome  irregular  tumours,  evident  to  the  touch,  and 
painful.  At  night  the  fever  goes  on,  rendering 
the  fleep  dlfturbed,  until,  as  morning  advances, 
all  the  fymptoms  abate,  the  pulfe  becomes  much 
more  gentle,  and  fome  reft  with  gentle  fwcat  fuc- 
ceeds. 
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Febris  la6lis,  vulgo  a mulieribus  nominata.  Riverius,  Prax. 
Med,  1.  XV.  c.  24.  Febris  laftea  improprie  di£la  of  Levret  Oevr. 
t.  I.  Art  des  accouchemens,  p.  15 1.  Ephemera  la6lea  puer- 
perarum of  Sau vages,  fp.  5.  gen.  i.  clafs  2.  The  febris  la6lea  of 
authors. 

358.  This  remiflion  continues  indeed  fome 
hours ; but  does  not  attain  a true  apyrexia.  Tlie  fe- 
ver  is  again  aggravated  in  the  afternoon  with  flight 
fliivering.  The  pulfe  is  generally  at  firfl:  fmall, 
contracted,  and  quick ; afterwards  it  gradually 
rifes,  becomes  quicker,  and  occafionally  intermits. 
Then  frequently  the  head-ach  becomes  more  acute, 
the  flecp  is  diflurbed,  painful  wearinefsof  the  joints 
is  felt,  and,  if  the  lochia  are  (topped,  or  flow  very 
fparingly,the  facelikewife  is  red  and  hot,  the  breath 
is  drawn  with  difficulty,  and  the  fever  is  aggra- 
vated with  a hard  and  violent  pulfe.  At  length, 
about  midnight,  all  the  fymptoms  abate,  and  the 
fever  with  all  its  concomitant  fymptoms  returns 
again  next  morning  to  its  former  remiflion.  If 
the  patients  are  tranquil,  if  they  employ  a co- 
pious, bland,  diluent,  opening  and  very  fpare 
kind  of  food,  frequently  v/ithin  two  or  three  days 
fuch  acceffions  and  troiiblefome  fymptoms  ceafe, 
a freer  fecretion  of  milk  taking  place,  and  a great 
deal  of  fetid  fweat,  of  a fubacid  imell,  being  e- 
qually  diffuieJ  over  the  whole  body.  Sometimes 
the  fever  is  extended  to  the  fourth  or  fifth  day, 
namely,  to  the  ninth  from  paiturifion,  the  accef- 
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lions  always  gradually  becoming  milder,  and  at 
length  altogether  infenfibly  difappearing.  AVhen 
it  is  of  fhortcft  duration,  like  an  ephemerce,  it  runs 
its  courfe  in  twenty  or  thirty  hours,  nay,  in  fome 
women  of  a remarkably  good  habit  of  body,  it 
fometimes  proves  io  flight,  that,  except  fpending 
a fmgle  night  foniewhat  rePdefs,  they  fcarcely  ex- 
perience any  other  iineafinefs,  efpecially  if  they 
fuckle  their  offspring  ; as  we  obferve  everywhere 
to  happen,  and  as  Van  Swieten  obferved  in  his 
own  wife,  and  many  other  women 
* In  Boerhaav.  § 1329. 


Its  caufes. 


359.  It  appears  from  phyfiology,  that  after  par- 
turition, the  uterus  is  gradually  con- 
tradled,  in  confequence  of  wdiich 
the  redundant  jiuids^  and  fuch  as  are  contained  in 
the  uterine  veffels,  or,  according  to  others,  the 
chyle  itfelf,  or  the  lafteo-ferous  liquor  which  was 
carried  to  the  uterus,  is  repelled  by  means  of  the 
veins  to  the  breafls ; whence  Hoffman  has  fpe- 
cioufly  afferted,  that  the  larger  veffels  and  glands 
being  fiiddenly  filled,  and  the  nervous  fibres  being 
unnaturally  feparated,  the  pain  and  fever  is  ex- 
cited But  this  caufe  w^as  not  fuch  as  complete- 
ly fatisfied  the  fcruples  of  Van  S'wietea'j'.  Where- 
fore, as  he  obferved  the  fever  to  arife  principally 
at  the  time  when  it  fucceeds  to  wounds,  and  could 
not  conceive  that  the  reparation  of  the  placenta 
could  be  effefted  without  in  fome  meafure  lacera- 
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ting  the  infide  of  the  uterus,  he  afcribed  the  ori- 
gin of  this  fever  to  a flight  degree  of  inflamma» 
Lion  of  the  internal  cavity  of  the  uterus,  befides  the 
Sow  of  milk  to  the  mammae ; thinking  that  flight 
inflammation  of  this  kind  was  necefiary  to  Separate 
and  deftroy,  by  means  of  a mild  fiippuration,  the 
remains  of  the  chorium  ftill  adhering  there,  as  ap- 
pears principally’from  the  puriform,  nay  purulent 
nature  of  the  lochia,  manifefted  for  feveral  days 
by  the  heat  and  peculiar  fetor  accompanying  their 
Jifcharge.  But  Sauvages,  to  whom  it  feems  fuf- 
Scient  to  know,  that  the  fever  arifes  after  the  con- 
Taction  of  the  uterus,  directs  his  attention  to  the 
inveftigation  of  the  final  caufe,  for  which  it  is  ex- 
sited  by  nature,  and  confiders  it  as  an  effcft  of 
[he  providence  of  nature,  that,  while  the  blood  is 
[hrovrn  into  fuch  violent  commotion,  the  mam- 
millary veiTels  may  be  dilated,  and  open  a free 
pafiage  to  the  chyle  found  there,  to  be  changed 
into  milk. 

* Med.  Rat.  Syft.  t.  i.  1.  i.  fedt.  2.  c.  xv.  § i. 

't  L.  c.  [ji  L.  c. 

360.  As  the  authority  of  each  of  thefe  authors 

u^eighs  very  much  with  me,  I can-  Thefe  opinions 
not  eafily  determine  to  which  of  conhdered. 

their  opinions  I ought  to  give  the  preference.  I 
would  venture,  however,  to  affert,  that  Hoffman’s 
opinion  cannot  hold  univerfally,  fi'om  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  fever  fometimes  comes  on, 
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and  contiiiues  foint 


time,  before  the  breads  be-' 


come  turgid  with  fluids,  and  experience  the  pain- 
ful diflenlion,  to  which  the  fever  maybe  aferibed. 
Befides,  were  its  caiife  merely  an  exceffive  con- 
flux of  humours  to  the  mamm;!!,  occafioning  a 
painful  dilatation,  it  v/ould  be  probable,  that  thofe 
only  who  bear  children  for  the  firfl:  time  would 
be  liable  to  tliis  foyer,  as  havlny  finaller  and 
firmer  veflels,  and  not  fuch  as  haye  brought 
forth  frequently,  or  have  already  fuckled  their  ofi- 
fpring,  fince  in  thefe,  on  account  of  their  having; 
formerly  had  milk,  or  fuckled,  the  veffels  may  be: 
faid  to  have  been  enlarged.  Moreover,  fin  feme 
women,  during  the  lafi:  months  of  pregnancy,  the  : 
breads  become  fo  turgid  with  milk,  that  its  fecre- 


tion  cannot  be  derived  from  the  contradlion  of: 
the  uterus  after  birth,  nor  can  the  fever  be  flip-- 
pofed  to  arife  from  their  painful  didenfion.  For 
in  thefe  the  veffels  are  already  patulous  and  full 
of  milky  fluid  ; and  yet  they  are  not  alw^ays  free; 
- from  the  milk-fever. 


* I have  feen  a pointer,  which,  when  it  was  feized  with  the; 
venereal  orgafm,  was  carefully  kept  from  the  male,  until  fhe; 
was  no  longer  in  fcafon.  Yet  at  the  fame  time,  when,  if  fhe 
had  received  the  male,  fne  would  have  brought  forth,  her  teatS: 
became  fo  diftended  with  milk  as  to  hang  down  to  the  ground. 
When  I exprefled  my  furprife  at  the  circumflance,  the  fiir- 
geon  to  whom  fire  belonged  affured  me,  that  he  had  feen  other 
inftances  of  the  produdion  of  milk  in  other  bitches  and  ani- 
mals, without  previous  conception-,  which,  if  it  be  the  cafe, 
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phyllologifts  mufb  enter  upon  another  mode  of  explaining  the 
appearance  of  milk  in  puerperal  womeiij  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  contra£l;ion  of  the  uterus.  And  doubtlefs  iri 
pregnant  women  milk  appears,  not  to  mention  virgins,  and 
men,  in  whom  fometimes  a great  quantity  of  milk  is  faid  to 
have  flowed  to  the  breads.  Robinet,  who,  I believe,  removed 
all  chance  of  miftake,  mentions  [Interpr.  de  la  Nat.  t.  2.  part  v. 
c.  70.  et feq.)y  that  the  breads  of  a certain  virgin  were  fo  didend»^ 
ed  with  milk,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  draw  it  off  by  art. 

361.  But  who  can  give  his  affent  to  the  final 
caufe  of  this  fever  affigned  by  Sau- 

^ ^ Sauvages  refuted. 

vages  ? fince  it  is  eftabliihed  be» 
yond  difpute,  that  milk  is  fometimes  found  fecre- 
ted,  as  has  been  fhewn,  before  as  v/ell  as  after 
birth,  w^ithout  its  fecretlon  having  been  preceded 
by  any  fever,  and  without  its  preparing  the  vef» 
fels  meant  for  carrying  the  milk,  by  an  increafed 
motion  of  the  blood,  for  the  production  of  milk» 
Next,  if  the  fecretion  of  milk  be  owing  to  the  di« 
latation  of  the  veffels  occafioned  by  the  fever^ 
why  are  not  the  breafts  of  young  women  labour- 
ing under  fever  filled  with  milk  ? Laftly,  who  in 
his  fenfes  can  fuppofe,  that  nature  was  fo  impro- 
vident, that  £he  could  not  in  any  other  way  than 
this,  which  is  neither  convenient  nor  void  of  dan- 
ger, attempt  the  fecretion  of  milk  in  puerperal 
women  ? It  feems  to  be  a notion  totally  foreign 
to  the  truth,  fince  in  the  brute  beafis  milk  is  ob- 
tained v/ithout  fever,  and  the  other  fecrctions  of 
the  living  fyftem,  even  the  flaw  ones,  as  that  of 
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femen,  are  carried  on  without  fuch  an  abfurd  con- 
trivance. 

362.  With  regard  to  Van  Swieten’s  opinion  : 

While  he  derives  this  fever  from  a 
pinion  coniider-  Very  flight  inflammation  of  the  in- 
ner furface  of  the  uterus,  he  makes 
it  evident,  and  perfeftly  explicable,  why  puer- 
peral women  fometimes  are  without  it,  particu- 
larly when  the  feparation  of  the  placenta  has  been 
fo  flight  as  to  occafion  no  violence  to  the  uterus, 
or  when,  of  its  own  accord,  it  has  come  entirely 
off,  nothing  adhering  to  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus, not  even  any  part  of  the  decidua.  On 
the  contrary,  when  any  force  has  been  em- 
ployed in  feparating  the  placenta,  or  any  of 
the  membrane  of  the  chorium  has  adhered  to 
the  uterus,  not  only  the  fever,  named  milk-fever^ 
fupervenes,  but  it  is  alfo  attended  with  fome  pain, 
tenfion,  or  tumour,  occupying  the  uterine  region, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  about  the  pudendum,  or 
in  making  water,  a certain  degree  of  heat  of  a bur- 
ning kind,  though  not  very  great,  is  felt.  But  when 
neither  takes  place,  and  no  inch  troublefome  fymp- 
toms  affeft  the  region  of  the  uterus,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  breafts  are  painful,  tenfe,  and  fwol- 
len,  if  however  the  fever  comes  on,  as  not  unfre- 
quently  happens,  can  it  be  afcrlbed  to  the  flight 
inflammation  of  the  uterus  ? Certainly  not ; fmee 
Van  Swieten  himfelf  does  not  hold  it  as  the  only 
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uniform  caiife,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  the 
other,  namely  to  the  quantity  of  milk  diftending 
the  breafts.  A greater  difficulty  leems  to  be, 
that  fometimes,  though  no  faulty  ftate  of  the 
uterus,  no  fenfe  of  uneafmefs  in  the  breafts,  pre- 
cede or  accompany  it,  neverthelefs  puerperal  wo- 
men are  feized  with  the  milk-fever.  What  ca% 
be  faid  in  this  cafe  ? Can  it  be  faid  to  be  derived 
from  an  exceffive  conflux  of  fluids  to  the  breafts, 
or  from  the  remains  of  the  choiium  adhering  to 
the  uterus  ? 

363.  I ftrongly  fafpedt,  therefore,  that  the  ori- 
eiii  of  this  fever  is  not  to  be  referred 

^ ^ "t'lie  CHufe  of  tliis 

to  any  particular  caufe,  but  is  of  a fever  not  one 

. , , 1 • • paiticularly. 

various  nature  ; although  it  is  gene- 
rally, though  improperly,  named  milk-feve?^  as  if 
it  proceeded  from  the  fecretion  of  milk.  And,  in 
the  ftrft  place,  it  is  very  probable,  that  this  fever  for 
the  moft  part  depends  on  the  mere  contradion  of 
the  uterus,  which  takes  place  foonei  or  later.  For, 
on  the  uterus  being  contraded,  and  confeqiient- 
ly  the  lochia  flowing  more  fparingly  or  thinly, 
which  happens  fometimes  on  the  fecond,  fometimes 
on  the  third,  and  fometimes  on  the  fourth  dav after 
delivery,  the  circulation  is  fo  changed,  that  on  this 
account  alone  the  motion  of  the  heart  and  arteries 
is  accelerated,  and  there  arifes  a fever,  of  fhoit 
continuance  however,  and  ceafmg  on  the  equable 
circulation  of  all  the  humours  being  reftored. 
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But  if  any  impure  fluid,  from  the  uterus  and  other 
vifcera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  after  delivery 
being  no  longer  either  comprelfed  or  diflended, 
paffes  back  into  the  blood,  which  by  ftagnation, 
during  the  period  of  pregnancy,  may  have  been 
in  fome  meafure  vitiated  ; in  that  cafe,  the  fever 
arifmg  from  thence  will  be  protracted  longer,  and 
will  refume  its  acceflions  until  every  impurity  has 
been  expelled  by  fweat,  urine,  or  the  belly,  as  gene- 
rally takes  place  in  three,  four,  cr  five  days.  While 
no  fever  will  be  occafioned,  if  fo  flight  a contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus  enfues,  as  to  caiife  no  fenfible 
derangement  in  the  circulation,  or  if  no  vitiated 
fluid  from  the  uterus  or  elfewhere  be  added  to 
the  blood  or  lymph  ; in  which  cafe,  neither  will 
a preternatural  diminution  of  the  flow  of  the 
lochia  take  place,  nor  will  the  fecretion  of  milk 
generate  any  other  inconvenience,  than  a flight 
diftenfion  of  the  breafts.  But  that  the  lochia 
fliould  be  difcoloured  or  diminiihed,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  febrile  motion,  and  again,  as  it  goes 
off,  become  redder  and  more  copious,  is  perfectly 
confiftent  with  common  fenfe,  and  fliould  create 
no  furprife. 

364.  Yet  I do  not  deny,  that  fometimes  fuch 
a quantity  of  blood  and  other  fluids 

What  may  be  pro-  , i n 1 i t 

periy  named  flow  to  the  brcaits,  that  they  be- 
miikfe^er  comc  immoderately  fwelled,  ivarm, 

painful,  and  in  fome  meafure  inflamed.  But  in 
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fucli  a cafe,  the  fever  that  is  excited  does  not  pre- 
cede, as  that  now  defcribed  does,  but  fucceeds  the 
fweliing  of  the  breads,  and  fecretion  of  milk.  This 
may  be  properly  named  milk-fever,  as  proceeding 
from  excefiive  quantity  and  congeftion  of  milk, 


and  being  fymptomatic  ; nor  does  it  require  any 
critical  fweat  or  diurehs,  but  is  refolved  by  mere 
diminution  of  the  quantity  of  the  fluids,  and  re- 
vulfion,  or  by  drawing  off  the  milk.  And  like- 
wife  the  more  any  part  becomes  fwollen  and  in- 
durated with  milk,  the  more  diftrefling,  obftinate, 
and  lafcing  does  the  fever  prove.  This  kind  of 
difeafe  occafioning  a fymptomatic  fever,  is  like- 
wife  common  to  nurfes  ; and  when  it  is  quickly 
clifcufihd,  is  commonly  named  at  Bologna  mal 
del  p do  ; but  if  it  is  more  fevere,  it  is  apt  to  run 
into  abfeefs  of  the  breafts. 

365.  But,  according  to  Van  Swieten,  there 
feems  to  be  a fever,  which  differs 
from  thefe  fpecies  (363.  364.)  ari-  ™om  %g\ 
iing  from  a flight  inflammation  of 
the  inner  farface  of  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus  (359.).  For  it  alfo,  when  it  happens, 
iince  we  have  allowed  that  puerperal  women  are 
liable  to  it  (362,),  gradually  fucceeds  pain,  fweli- 
ing, and  heat  of  the  uterus,  ftrangury,  and  other 
fymptoms  of  v^hich  we  have  already  fpoken,  be- 
ginning fooner  or  later,  and  terminating  accor- 
ding to  the  degree  and  duration  of  the  inflamma- 


When  it  arifts 
It  in- 
flammation of 
the  uterus. 
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tion,  and  according  to  the  different  times  wlieii 
the  inflammation,  of  which  the  fever  is  fymp- 
tomatic,  commences.  In  this  fpecies  alfo,  the 
lochia  are  difcoloured,  and  fucceffively  fetid,  affu- 
ming  the  appearance  of  pus,  and,  if  the  com- 
plaint be  more  fevere,  they  are  at  lirft  not  only 
dimiiiiihed,  but  are  almoft  entirely  fuppreffed. 
For  it  is  not  an  invariable  occurrence,  that  the 
lochia,  on  the  acceffion  of  the  fever,  are  dimi- 
nifhed,  or  fuppreffed,  or  become  difcoloured  and 
fetid.  But  if,  from  any  caufe,  as  the  admiffion 

of  cold,  fear,  any  paffion  of  the 

When  it.  arifes  • j r x.*'  i? 

from  a6iuaiin-  Hiind,  periiimes,  portions  01  the 

theu^eriir  placenta  being  retained,  concretions 
of  blood,  and  the  like,  the  lochia 
flop,  are  checked,  or  repelled,  another  more  vio- 
lent kind  of  fever  will  neceffarily  arife,  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  thefe  (362.  363.  364.),  in  its  origin, 
nature,  violence  of  fymptoms,  danger,  the  va- 
riety of  its  effed:s,  and  in  its  termination.  For, 
in  that  cafe,  the  difeafe  is  occafioned  by  adfual 
inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  the  head,  or  breaft, 
or  other  important  parts,  by  metaftafis  are  inofl: 
violently  affedled,  in  confequence  of  which  a 
great  variety  of  diftrefling  complaints  threaten 
the  patient  with  imminent  danger. 
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PROGNOSIS  AND  CURE. 

366.  In  general^  the  milk- fever,  if  it  begins 
at  the  ufual  time,  and  is  flight,  terminates  in  two 
or  three  days  ; or  if  it  remains  fomewhat  longer, 
it  is  finished  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  as  has 
already  been  faid  (,358.),  with 'a  gentle  fv/eat,  co- 
pious or  thick  urine,  fometiiiies  with  loofenefs, 
and  a copious  return  of  the  lochia,  which  had  - 
been  in  fome  meafure  checked.  And  it  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  unattended  with  danger. 
But  we  muft  carefully  inveftigate  its  origin  and 
nature,  before  pronouncing  any  thing  on  its  iflue, 
or  the  cure  to  be  employed.  If,  therefore,  it 
appears  to  be  of  the  kind  defcribed 
in  par.  303.  it  icarcely  requires  me-  fpecies. 
dical  afliflance,  provided  it  be  mild 
and  quickly  remit,  the  lochia  flow  gently,  ple- 
thora be  abfent,  and  no  other  uncommonly  fevere 
iymptom  aggravate  the  complaint.  For  it  is  then 
better  to  keep  the  patient  quiet,  to  exclude  the 
light,  to  prevent  her  from  fpeaking,  to  keep  her 
head  raifed,  to  guard  againft  cold,  to  dilute  the 
fluids  by  means  of  tepid,  aperient,  inodorous, 
agreeable  drink,  and  to  excite  a gentle  diapho- 
refis,  to  employ  a very  light  diet,  confifting  of 
chicken-broth,  either  alone  or  with  bread  boiled 
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iip  in  itj  and  given  cautioufiy  at  proper  intervals^ 
adding  an  emollient  ciyfter  of  oil  of  olives,  with- 
out any  himulants,  every  day,  or  every  fecond 
day,  to  keep  the  belly  open,  or,  when  ioofeoefs 
is  already  prefent,  to  cleanfe  the  bov^^els,  until 
the  health  is  reftored.  There  is  feldom  cccafion 
to  employ  bleeding.  But  if  the  lochia  flow  too 
fparingly,  or,  which  is  worfe,  are  fuppreiTed,  and 
the  vellels  are  turgid  with  blood,  the  face  flufhed, 
the  head  pained,  and  the  arteries  in  it  throb,  or 
there  is  a difficulty  of  breathing,  the  fever  is  un- 
ufually  violent,  wdth  a full,  ilrong,  and  hard 
pulfe,  or  with  fuppreffion  of  it,  or  if  the  uterine 
region,  on  being  compreffed,  experiences  any 
painful  fenfatlon  — we  ought  immediately  to  let 
blood  by  opening  a vein  in  the  foot,  that  the  dif- 
eafe,  from  being  otherwife  mild,  may  not  pafs 
into  a worfe  kind  ; and,  if  the  fymptoms  do  not 
abate,  it  may  fometimes  be  cautioudy  repeated. 

367.  But  if  it  appears  from  the  fymptoms 
(364.),  that  the  fever  is  truly  a 

The  fecond  fpe-  '11  r t r 

cjes,  truiyto  be  milk-Jever^  or  one  ariimg  trom  an 
’^amed  miik-fe-  g^cefs  of  fliiids  01  milk  colledfed  in 

the  breafts,  the  method  of  cure 
ought  to  be  the  fame  as  that  employed  in  infiam- 
^ ' ination  of  tlie  breads.  Refolution 

Method  of  cure. 

. mud:  therefore  be  attempted  by  all 
means,  firft  by  abdilnence,  reft,  woak  chicken- 
broth,  to  be  repeated  every  four  hours,  or  by  thin 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


6i 


paaaJa  twice  a-day,  fo  as  not  to  increafe  much 
the  generation  of  the  milk,  watery  drink,  gently 
diuretic,  interpofmg  occafionally  powder  of  crabs 
eyes  mixed  with  nitre,  to  prove  ferviceable  by 
their  correcting  quality,  and  abforb  any  acid  acri- 
mony. Next,  if  the  lochia  flow  too  fparingly, 
the  fever  is  prolonged,  the  pulfe  is  ftrong,  hard, 
and  full,  with  which  the  other  fymptoms  indica- 
tive of  inflammation  concur,  or  the  head-ach,  or 
dyfpmxa,  require  relief,  we  muft  let  blood  from  the 
foot,  and  repeat  it  according  to  circumftances;  not 
omitting  emollient  and  gently  relaxing  injedtions. 
And  when  tlie  breafts  are  painful,  tenfe,  and  too 
warm  externally,  it  is  proper  to  apply  to  them 
rags  drenched  in  a decodtion  of  mallows,  and  to 
fenevc  them  occafionally,  always  placing  above 
them  folds  of  warm  dry  linen,  that  the  fomenta- 
tions may  not  become  too  foon  cold,  and  confe- 
quently  prove  hurtful.  Thus  it  often  happens, 
that  by  relaxing  its  paflages  the  milk  flows  abun- 
dantly through  the  nipples,  and  affords  very  great 
relief.  I i an  eryfipe'atous  rednefs,  as  it  w'^ere,  is 
oblervabie  upon  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  it  is  not 
improper  to  add  to  the  decodlion  of  mallows, 
lome  (implc  vinegar,  the  fmell  of  wdiich  is  borne 
witli  impunity,  that  it  may  prove  more  refolving 
and  corredting.  But,  whenever  the  pain  and 
tenfion  of  the  breafis  fubfide,  it  is  proper  to  ab- 
ftain  from  refolving  remedies ; for  we  muft  care- 
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fully  guard  againft  a fudden  luetaitafis  of  the 
milk  to  the  internal  p^rts,  as  this  may  give  rife  to 
a variety  of  bad  fymptoms. 

368.  Inftead  of  wet  fomentations,  others  ad- 

vife  the  covering  of  the  breads  with 

. Dry  fomentations. 

dry  warm  cloths,  and  on  their  be- 
coming mold  with  milk,  the  immediate  renew’- 
ing  of  them,  that  they  may  not  become  cold  ; 
this,  however,  they  wmuld  have  pradlifed  with 
caution,  to  prevent  any  bad  confequences  from 
the  admiflion  of  the  cold  air.  But  we  are  in- 
formed by  Lieutaud  that  this  heat  is  fuperior 
in  its  elFefts  to  any  other  remedy  whatfoever,  as 
parfley,  fmallage,  peppermint,  chervil,  povv’der  of 
bpans  or  rye,  honey,  lees  of  wine,  frefh  butter  dif- 
folved  in  fpirits  of  wine,  diachylon  plader,  or 
fpermaceti,  and  fuch  applications.  But  even  that 
heat,  if  it  be  not  perfedlly  mild,  is  not  free  from 
harm.  For  in  the  fame  manner  as  cold,  fo  has 
heat,  by  contracting  the  dbres  of  the  velTels,  fomC" 
times  occafioned  the  milk,  in  confequence  of  be- 
ing forced  back,  to  attack  the  brain,  lungs,  and 
other  Internal  parts.  Inducing  apoplexy,  pleuri- 
fy,  peripneumony,  inflammations,  and  abfccffes, 
dreadful  complaints,  named  from  their  particu- 
lar origin.  But  I do  not  know  a better  remedy 
both  for  foftening  the  breads,  and  to  prevent 
the  metadads  of  the  milk,  than  fuckling.  The 
patient  Ihould,  therefore,  give  fuck  twice  a- 
day,  or  if,  on  account  of  the  child’s  tender  age. 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


63 

that  cannot  be  done,  the  milk  mnfi:  be  dra.wn  oflF 
by  another  woman,  or  a whelp,  or  a pipe  adapted 
to  the  breaft,  until  the  child,  after  the  fever  is  dif- 
cuffed,  become  capable  of  doing  it  freely  of  itfelf. 

* Precis,  de  Medecin.  L.  III.  p.  649. 


369.  But  fuch  as  do  not  fuckle  their  children, 
as  is  generally  the  cafe  at  prefent, 
when  the  fever  has  begun  to  abate,  ^-e^vicrTo^Lch 


receive  great  benefit  from  the  area- 


as  do  not  i’uckle» 


7mm  duplicat  urn  Axi  a dofe  of  from  two  Arcanum  dupiica- 

^ . . turn. 

fcruples  to  two  drachms, divided  into 
four  portions,  and  given  at  ftated  intervals  every 
day,  in  a warm  infufion  of  the  capillus  veneris. 
For,  by  means  of  this  fait,  according  to  Levret, 
who  firft  propofed  it,  and  is  fupported  by  expe- 
rience, not  only  are  the  lochia  gently  promoted, 
which  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  but  the  kid» 
neys  and  bowels  are  ftimulated;  whence  it  happens, 
that  the  fuperabundant  milk  is  very  conveniently 
fent  off  by  thefe  paffages  But  this  remedy 
ought  to  be  continued,  until  no  milk  appears  in 
the  breafts,  and  It  feems  entirely  drawn  off  from 
the  body.  I muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  fome 
pradlitioners  are  in  the  habit  of  gently  purging 
the  patient  on  the  ninth  day,  when 

' , ' Purging'. 

the  milk-fever  generally  terminates, 
if  the  bowels  require  it,  with  the  view  of  driving 
off  the  remains  of  the  milk,  from  the  retention  of 
which  they  dread  very  bad  confcqiienees.  We 
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muft  not,  however,  on  all  occafions,  and  without 
deliberation,  have  recourfe  to  this  practice,  efpe-” 
dally  when  the  lochia  flow  in  due  quantity.  For 
by  premature  or  rafh  purging,  they  are  eafily  fup- 
prefled,  and  occafion  dangerous  metaftafis.  When, 
therefore,  the  belly  is  bound,  the  lochia  diminifh- 
ed  or  fupprefled,  the  milk  often  returns  to  the 
breads,  the  appetite  is  weak,  and  a bad  tade 
in  the  mouth  is  prefent,  and  the  deep  is  dif- 
turbed  with  alarming  dreams  ; — the  belly  may  be 
fafely  purged  by  means  of  fome  neutral  fait,  as 
that  employed  in  England,  at  Modena,  or  the 
fal  polychred,  or  by  the  arcanum  duplicatum^  to 
the  extent  of  four  or  fix  drachms  didblved  in  a 
large  quantity  of  warm  water. 

L.  c,  §.  948. 

370.  So  far  refpeding  the  cure  of  the^  milk» 
fever.  It  is  proper,  however,  to 

How  to  prevent  n • i ^ 

the  fever.  Ihew  111  wiiat  manner  it  may  be 

prevented  or  diminidied.  About 
twelve  hours,  therefore,  after  delivery,  when  the 
woman  has  enjoyed  lleep,  if  flie  wifhes  to  fuckle 
her  Infant,  die  ought  then  to  give  it  the  bread  : 
for  the  timely  flacking  of  the  bread,  now  and 
then  repeated,  caufes  fird  the  fecretion  of  milk 
to  take  place  eafily,  and  next  it  prevents  the 
breads  from  fwelling  too  much  and  becoming  in- 
flamed. But  flach  as  give  out  their  children  to  be 
nurfed,  or  wdiofe  breads  are  fo . didended  with 
milk  that  they  cannot  be  emptied  by  it,  require 
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the  affiftance  of  a female,  or  feme  other  contri- 
vance, as  has  been  obferved,  for  diminifhing  the 
quantity  of  milk.  Likewife  the  quantity  of  milk 
may  be  prevented  by  fpare  diet,  containing 
little  nourifhment  ; and,  by  means  of  watery 
drink,  which  eafily  pafies  off,  the  milk  is  rendered 
more  ferous  and  thinner,  fo  that  it  can  be  more 
readily  fucked,  or  made  to  flow  out. 

But  it  is  attended  with  ftill  greater  whL^a 

danger,  if  the  milk,  which  by  flag- 
nation  has  become  acid,  or  vitiated, 
fuddenly  retires  from  the  breafts,  leaving  therd 
quite  flaccid,  and  the  other  parts  are  attack- 
ed  with  fevere  fymptoms,  together  with  vio- 
lent fever  1368.).  It  is  then  expedient  to  draw 
blood,  chiefly  from  the  foot ; to  keep  the  belly 
open  ; to  excite  a gentle  flow  of  the  lochia  and 
urine,  that  the  milk,  which  had  left  its  proper 
channel,  may  be  brought  to  excretion  ; nay,  if 
the  complaint  be  ftill  more  diftrefling,  to  excite 
the  bladder  by  cantharides,  and  to  open  a new 
paffage  for  the  matter. 

371.  Laftly,  if  there  appear  to  be  fymptoms  of 
flight  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  fuch 
as  Van  Swieten  has  fpoken  of  (359. 

365.),  befides  the  treatment  already  (366.)  re- 
commended, fervice  may  be  derived  from  emol- 
lient fomentations,  placed  on  the  uterine  region, 
and  oily  matters  may  be  taken  internally,  that 
VoL.  IL  E 
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the  fubfl;ances  adhering  to  the  uterus  may  the 
more  eafily  be  feparated  and  brought  away.  But 
if  the  fiippreiTion  of  the  lochia  gives  reafon  for 
fufpedting  the  prefence  of  greater  inhammation 
(365.),  they  ought  to  be  recalled  as  quickly  as 
poffible.  Ill  that  cafe  no  one  v/ould  difapprove 

of  bleedine;.  It  is  a matter  of  fome 

o 

Whence  theblood  it  1 r i ..  .. 

ihouid  be  drawn,  diiputc,  liowevcr,  troiii  what  part 

the  blood  fhould  be  taken.  But 
moft  agree,  if  the  lochia  are  all  of  a fudden  com- 
pletely fupprelTed,  and  the  head  or  breaft  are  ia 
confequence  affedled,  or  if,  being  retained  in  the 
uterine  veflels,  they  produce  inflammatory  fivell- 
ing,  it  ought  to  be  drawn  copioufly  from  the 
large  veins  of  the  arm,  that  the  ftronger  revuh 
fion  may  take  place  from  the  affedled  and  op» 
preflTed  vifcera.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  are 
only  diminifhed,  to  recall  the  due  flow  of  them, 
it  ought  to  be  drawm  from  the  foot.  For  it  is 
fuppofed,  that,  by  opening  a vein  in  the  foot, 
the  blood  Is  drawn  more  copioufly  to  the  uterus ; 
although,  in  my  opinion,  revulfion  alfo  from  the 

uterus  feems  to  be  produced  by 

V.S.caufes  revul-  . . i 

iion  from  the  foot.  Opening  a vciii  there.  For  the 

veins  of  the  foot  muft  nccelTarily  be 

connected  with  the  external  iliac  ones,  fo  that, 

when  thefe  are  emptied,  a lefs  influx,  in  a given 

time,  takes  place  to  the  internal  iliac  veins,  which 

fupply  the  uterus  i in  which  revulfion  confifts. 
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But  if  the  lochia  neither  return  after  repeated 
bleedings,  nor  the  congeftion  of  blood  about  the 
uterus  is  digefted,  the  greateft  advantage  is  to 
be  derived  from  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
inner  labia  of  the  vulva,  and  from  very  mild 
and  emollient  fluids,  frequently  thrown  warm 
through  a tube  into  the  uterus.  Among  thefe^ 
the  beft  is  frefh  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  exprelTed 
without  the  aid  of  fife,  Almoft  the  fame  plan 
mult  be  adopted  in  the  inflammation  of  the 
uterus,  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
centa, or  very  difficult  birth,  or  external  vio- 
lence. 


372.  The  proper  treatment  for  thofe  fwellings 
of  the  breafts,  with  which  nurfes  are 
affedted,  independently  of  child-birth 
(364),  it  is  the  province  of  furgery 
to  point  out.  But  the  remarks  already  made  on 
inflammation  in  general,  may  be  confulted.  It 
only  remains  to  obferve,  that  after  the  milk-fever 
has  been  difeufled,  the  patient  mull  return  very 
flowly  to  the  ufe  of  fuller  diet,  and  that  the  body 
muft  be  well  defended  from  cold,  air,  and  other 


noxious  powers. 
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THE  ACUTE  GASTRIC  FEVEK.=^. 


To  this  place  like  wife  belongs  the  kind 
of  fevers,  which,  though  varioufly 
denominated,  according  to  the  fup^ 
pofed  diverfity  of  the  fituation  of 
its  caufc,  and  the  variety  and  depravation  of  that 
caufe,  I think  with  Ballonius  "f,  is  beft  named 
gaflric^  provided  the  acute  fever ^ not  the one, 
is  underftood  by  that  term  +.  But  by  whatever 
name  it  is  called,  authors  feem  to  have  been  de- 
firous  of  pointing  out  a fever  originating  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  from  indigeflion, 
or  from  vitiated,  corrupted,  and  putrid  matters^ 
and  fluids,  injuring  the  primae  viae,  and  gradually 
paflTing  into  the  § blood,  and  which  may  be  relieved 
and  removed  by  ftools,  both  fpontaneous  and  ex-» 
cited  by  art. 

* Synonyms.  The  febris  a putredine  orta  of  Alexander  Tral- - 
lianus,  1.  XIT.  c.  12.  The  febris  putrida  of  the  phyficians  of 
Montpellier.  Fizes  Tra61:.  de  Febrib.  le  Roy  fecond.  Me- 
moir fur  les  fievr.  p.  243.  The  febris  putrida  of  fome  recent' 
writers.  The  febris  mefenterica  of  Baglivi,  Prax.  Med.  1.  i.. 
De  feb.  mal.  et  mefent.  §.3.  and  4.  Febris  acuta  mefenterica . 
of  Burchard,  DilT.  de  febr.  acut.  mefent.  The  febris  acuta  fto- 
machica,  and  inteftinalis  of  Heifter.  Comp.  med.  Pra61:.  cap.v. 
Feb.  ftercoralis  of  Quefnay,  Des.  Fievr.  t.  2.  p.  367.  Febris: 
inteftinalis  et  mefenterica  a cacochymia  atrabilaria  Riedel.  De: 
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Feb.  Inteft.  xv.  Feb.  put.  aut  biliofa  of  Tiflbt.  Avis  au 
peuple,  prem.  part.  c.  xvi.  p.  263. 

f Epid.  1.  2.  p.  1 17.  120. 

f For  thofe  fevers  which  are  commonly  named  mefenteric^  fo 
called  by  Fernelius,  are  not  of  this  kind  ; as  they  belong  to  the 
flow  fymptomatic  ones,  of  which  mention  was  made  when  we 
treated  of  heSIic  fever. 

§ The  palTages  that  lead  into  the  blood  are  not  only  the  lac- 
teal veflels,  but  likewife  the  abforbents,  which,  as  being  lefs 
irritable,  more  readily  receive  any  fluid,  although  acrid  and 
irritating. 

374.  Under  the  name  of  indigeflion  comes 
whatever  fwerves  from  its  natural  ' 

condition,  and  ftagnates  in  the  fto- 
mach,  inteftines,  liver,  pancreas, 
and  other  vifcera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, putrifies,  and  becomes  in  any  other  way 
injurious : whether  the  ftagnation  take  place 
primarily,  or  be  derived  thither  from  the  whole 
habit,  or  elfe where.  Such  are  crudities,  and 
every  kind  of  degeneracy  of  the  aliment  colledted 
in  the  ftomach  ; the  excrements  detained  too 
long  in  the  inteftines,  and  having  acquired  a re- 
markable degree  of  putrefaddion  ; a coiigeftion 
of  bile  in  its  dudds,  and  the  gall-bladder  becoming 
putrid,  or  forced  into  the  duodenum  and  ftomach, 
and  continuing  there  too  long  ; the  gaftric  and 
pancreatic  juice,  or  that  of  the  inteftines  fimllarly 
vitiated  ; the  recrementlous  matter  of  the  blood 
and  other  fluids  being  retained,  or  driven  back, 
and  carried  to  the  inteftines  ; various  kinds  of 
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worms  ; bad,  noxious,  putrid,  or  poifonous  mat- 
ters, taken  into  the  fyftem,  whether  in  the  form  of 


drink,  food,  or  medicine ; miafmata  being  abforb- 
ed  or  fwallowed,  and  adhering  to  the  ifomach  or 
inteftines  ; in  a word,  all  thofe  things  which  can 
be  drawn  off  by  purging,  and  when  fo  drawn  off 
diminifh,  or  altogether  remove,  the  complaint. 

375'  becaufe  that  depraved  digeftion  of 


the  prirax  vise  is  now  generally  edeemed  either 

Why  it  is  better  f putrefac- 

named  gaftric  tion  ; the  phyficians  of  Montpellien 

fever.  rj^Tr  - ^ 

i niot,  and  others  % have  named 
the  fever  arifing  from  thence  putrid ; but  proba- 
bly that  name  is  improperly  applied.  For  that 
febrile  caufe  may  prove  hurtful  in  a variety  of 
ways,  and  may  be  poffeffed  of  various  vitiations^ 
without  its  being  of  a putrid  nature  ; befides,  the 
name  oi  putrid  fever  has  been  given  to  feveral 
other  fevers  f 5 both  by  the  ancients  and  moderns, 
fo  that  this  fever  feems  to  be  more  properly  na- 
med  gajiric.  For  thofe  fevers  feem  truly  to  deferve 
the  name  of  putrid,  in  which  the  putrefying  power 
diffolves  the  blood  itfelf,  exifts  in  it,  and  gradually 
pervades  it.  Therefore,  as  we  have  already 
fliewn,  whatever  fever,  whether  continent,  remit- 
tent, intermittent,  or  compound,  is  conjoined  Mutli 
a putrid  diffolution  of  the  blood,  may  be  named 
putrid;  nor  does  it  conftitute  any  particular  genus 
<of  fevei  • But  in  true  putrid  fevers,  the  putre- 
fadion  is  propagated  in  fucli  a manner,  that,  ah 
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though  a portion  of  the  corrupted  fiiiid  is  occa- 
fionally  feparated,  and  excreted,  the  fever  does 
not  abate,  but  ftlll  continues  to  rage  with  vio« 
lence.  The  reverfe  happens  in  the  gaftric  fever, 
or  that  arifing  from  depraved  digeftion  of  the 
prim(^  vice  ; for  fo  foon  as  this  colluvies  is  with-» 
drawn,  by  having  recourfe  to  purging,  mofi:  of 
the  fymptoms  difappear,  and  the  fever  is  in  the 
fame  proportion  diminiihed.  But  if,  on  account 
of  part  of  the  febrile  caufe  having  been  imparted 
to  the  blood,  and  effervefcing  with  it,  the  fever 
does  not  immediately  difappear,  yet  it  abates,  ac- 
cording as  the  colluvies  is  withdrawn.  And  thus 
are  we  beft  enabled  to  diftinguifh  the  gajlric  fever 
from  others  commonly  called  truly  putrid. 

* According  to  Le  Roy  (1.  c.  n.  p.)  at  Montpellier,  all  fevers 
are  generally  referred  to  two  principal  genera,  namely,  and 

Tnalignant  ones.  'Yh.t  putrid  ones,  which,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  have  their  caufe  in  the  prinus  vi^,  are  clafled  among 
the  acute  fevers,  and  are  attended  with  fevere  fymptoms,  but 
are  not  very  dangerous.  Thofe  again  are  efteemed  malignant^ 
upon  which  dangerous  and  alarming  fymptoms  fupervene. 

f The  Galenifts,  as  I have  faid,  named  all  fevers  putrid^ 
except  ephemerse  and  hectic  fevers  *,  but  efpecially  the  fynochi. 
At  prefen t,  pejlilential  fevers,  true  petechial  ones,  the  jail,  conta~ 
gious,  and  hofpital  kind,  and  rnoft  malignant  ones,  are  univer- 
fally  named  putrid^  as  may  be  feen  in  the  works  of  Huxham, 
Pringle,  Storck,  Quarin,  and  a great  many  more.  A paffage, 
in  oppofitlon  to  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  to  be  found  in 
Trallianus  (l.i2,c.  2.),  comes  very  well  in  here.  After  ad- 
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ducing  many  of  their  notions  concerning  fevers  arifing  from 
putrefa6f ion,  he  makes  the  following  remarks.  ‘‘  Some  phy- 
ficians  have  fuppofed  that  no  putrefaction  whatever  takes 
place  in  the  veins,  but  rather  in  the  abdomen.  The  proof 
of  which  they  draw  both  from  w^orms  generated  there,  and 
from  the  excrements  when  palled,  which  evince  both  a bad 
««  fmell,  and  a difpolition  to  putrefaftion.  They  fay  that  this . 

is  indicated  by  vomiting  alfo,  which  has  frequently  fo  tho- 
‘‘  roughly  removed  fevers,  that  the  patient  has  no  longer  ex- 
perienced  a bad  fit ; that  they  have  at  other  times  feen  pa- 
tients  freed  from  the  fever  by  merely  a fingle  vomit  or  injec- 
tion.  It  may  be  clearly  fhewn,  however,  not  only  from  thefe 
fadfs,  but  many  others  alfo,  that  putrid  fevers  originate  in  th<? 
belly.  It  is  perhaps  likewife  the  caufe  of  other  fevers.” 

376.  The  gaftrlc  fever  generally  obferves  the 
. type  of  a continued  quotidian.  We 

rnitteht.  do  not  deny,  however,  that  it  lome- 
times  experiences  various  changes 
of  its  period,  like  the  trit^ophyse,  or  com- 
pound, or  erratic  fevers.  But  it  is  always  truly 
remittent,  having  the  marks  of  indigeftion  of  the 
'prm(^  vice  ; in  which  its  charadter  confifts.  It  is 
referred  by  Quefnay  to  the  acritic  or  excremen- 
titious  fevers,  as^he  calls  them  ; becaufe  it  is  nei- 
ther capable  of  concodion,  nor  of  adual  crifis, 
as  being  cured  merely  by  withdrawing  the  collec- 
tion of  impurities.  This  fad  had  been  already 
communicated  before  Quefnay  by  Baglivi  who 
thought  the  confideration  of  critical  d lys  ufelefs, 
fince  he  faw  thit  it  by  no  means  correfponded 
with  the  laws  of  concodion  and  crifis, 

^ Prax,  Med.  1.  c.  § iv. 
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77.  It  is  preceded  by  theie  caiifes  which  in- 
lure,  derange,  or  vitiate  the  dlee- 

J ^ ^ ^ y Preceding  caufes. 

ftion ; which  check  the  perfpira- 
tion,  and  diredt  it  to  the  inteftines^  which  render 
the  bile  more  copious  or  acrid,  diminilh  the 
ftrength  of  the  fibres,  retard  the  motion  of  the 
humours  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  fup- 
prefs  the  fecretions  and  excretions  of  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera,  afford  crudities  and  impurities  to 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  as  wet  feafons,  ex- 
ceffive  rains,  inundations,  frequent  vicilTitudes  of 
heat  and  cold,  want  of  frefh  vegetables,  wine, 
vinegar,  and  corn,  ftale  or  worm-eaten  bread, 
the  abufe  of  unripe  fruits,  or  fuch  as  are  apt  to 
run  into  putrefadtion,  or  flefh,  or  milky,  or  crude 
aliments,  an  idle  life,  or  exceffive  care,  watch- 
ing, and  ftudy,  grief,  the  adtion  of  long-conti- 
nued paffions,  and,  above  all,  a very  fultry  fum- 
mer,  and  a fucceeding  molfl:  rainy  fpring,  and  the 
like.  To  thefe  fome  add  the  atmofphere’s  abound- 
ing with  putrid  effluvia,  and  marih  miafmata  ; 
although  from  thefe  uluaily  arife,  not  only  ga- 
ftric  fevers,  but  alfo  nervous  ones,  and  other  ma- 
lignant, epidemic,  and  contagious  ones  of  what- 
ever kind,  nay,  even  exanthematous  difeafes, 
378.  Immediately  before  being  attacked  witli 
the  difeafe,  the  patient  for  fome  days  is  very  lan- 
guid ; pains  are  felt  in  the  head, 

, . . • r r Symptoms  of  the 

loins,  and  joints,  or  there  is  a ienie  approach  of  the 
of  heavinefs  and  weight  over  the 
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whole  body  ; there  is  fometimes  violent  head-» 
ach  ; a bad  tafte  in  the  mouth,  erpecially  in  the 
morning  ; a loathing  of  food,  and  the  nights  are 
generally  paffed  fleeplefs  and  reftlefs,  without 
any  other  fymptom.  He  next  begins  to  grow 

firft  cold,  and  then  hot,  until  he 

Svmplonss  of  the  , 

beginning  of  the  IS  at  length  affedfcd  with  a dry 

acrid  heat.  Then  the  pulfe,  which 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  cold,  was  fmall  and 
quick,  begins  to  life,  and  fometimes  becomes 
violent,  though  not  hard,  as  happens  in  each  fpe- 
cies  of  fynochus,  iinlefs,  as  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens, this  fever  takes  place  in  a plethoric  perfon, 
or  one  with  an  inflammatory  diathefis  of  the  blood. 
The  headach  alfo  generally  becomes  morefevere; 
vomiting,  or  a defire  to  vomit,  comes  on  ; there 
is  diftreffing  thirfl: ; the  urine  is  rendered  more 
fparing ; and  the  mouth  becomes  more  bitter. 

Thefe  fymptoms  continue  nearly 
^ ^eompiaint^^^  the  wliolc  iiiglit,  but  as  the  morn- 
ing advances,  an  abatement  takes 
place  ; the  heat  grows  more  moderate  ; the  pulfe, 
though  all  along  quick  and  frequent,  and  at  firfl: 
irregular  or  obfcure,  lofes  fomewhat  of  its  vio- 
lence and  ftrength,  while  the  patient  is  left  in  a 
ftate  of  debility  and  languor 

^ TiiTot.  Avis  au  Peuple,  Prem.  Part,  chapit.  xvi. 

379.  Befides  the  ufual  increafe  of  the  fever 
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towards  evening,  foine  patients,  du- 
ring  the  day-time,  or  at  night,  are  toins. 
affeded  with  certain  other  irregular 
acceffions,  as  it  were,  or  aggravations  of  the  com- 
plaint,  by  which  the  complaint  is  rendered  more 
dhlreffing.  The  teeth,  tongue,  and  fauces,  are  co- 
vered with  a vifcid  and  tenacious  pellicle,  fome- 
times  whitiili,  fometimes  brown  and  blacklfh, 
fometimes  yellow  and  dirty-coloured.  In  feme 
coftivenefs  occurs  ; more  frequently,  however,  a 
diarrhma  ; but  though  there  be  a frequent  defire 
to  go  to  ftool,  little  is  palled,  and  that  thin,  and 
fcarcely  followed  with  any  relief.  But  the  ftools 
emit  a mofi;  fetid  fmell,  and  a fimilar  one  ilTues 
from  the  lungs.  The  urine  is  various,  both  in 
its  nature,  condition,  and  colour,  and  alfo  in 
quantity.  At  hrft  it  generally  appears  thin  and 
natural,  whether  it  be  aferibed  to  the  fpafmodic 
affedions,  or  to  the  blood’s  not  yet  being  af- 
feded by  the  entrance  of  bad  chyle  into  it,  but 
ftill  remaining  pure.  But,  as  the  difeafe  ad- 
vances, it  is  pafled  thick  and  turbid,  and,  on 
cooling,  depofits  a fediment  of  various  confift- 
ence  ; and  is  often  obferved  to  remain  fo  to  the 
!aft.  In  fome  patients,  the  fkln  is  dry  and  rough ; 
in  others,  moiit,  foft,  and  bedewed  with  vapour, 
but  without  any  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  or 
fever  itfelf.  The  hypochondres,  to  which  it  is 
very  advantageous  to  pay  attention  in  all  acute 
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difeafes,  are  for  the  moft  part  raifed,  fwelled, 
tenfe,  and  painful.  Nay,  the  epigaftrium  in  fome, 
but  more  efpecially  in  thofe  around  whofe  liver 
the  bile  putrifies  and  ftagnates,  becomes  fo  tenfe 
and  fwelled,  that  the  patient  cannot  bear  the 

touch  of  a perfon’s  hand  there 
* Merten’s  Obferv.  Med.  P.  i.  c.  2. 

380.  Every  ftool  is  generally  preceded  by  a cer- 
tain uneafy  feeling,  fighing,  troubleforne  difor- 

ders  in  the  bowels,  internal  fpafms. 

What  is  pointed  • n j i 

out  by  fear  du-  borborygmi,  natus,  and  the  like, 
rin^  fleep.  ’Yhc  patieiits  frequently  on  a fudden 

ftart  from  their  deep  in  a fright ; nay,  they  are 
frequently  when  awake  fomuch  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  that  the  flightefl:  caufe  makes  them  tremble. 
Which  Burchard  confiders  as  the  moft  unequivocal 
fymptom  of  the  prefence  of  depraved  chylification 

in  the  primed  viee.  It  is  likewife  pro- 
by  experience,  that  the  pulfe 
throws  no  fmall  light  on  the  fub- 
jeft.  For  when  the  inteftines  and  flomach 
abound  with  fordes,  and  are  thereby  irritated,  it  is 
lifually  final!,  contradled,  irregular,  and  fometimes 
intermits.  Not  unfrequently,  however,  many  of 
thefe  fymptoms  are  wanting,  and  the  phyfician 
remains  in  doubt  of  the  primce  vlee  being  op- 

preiTed  with  fordes.  In  a doubtful 
An  ob  ervation  of  hind,  we  are  defired  by 

Quefnay  to  try  the  bowels  with  an 
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iiijedlon.  For  a ready  or  flow,  eafy  or  difficult 
pafTage,  following  the  clyfter,  the  colour,  finell,  and 
natural  or  unnatural  condition  of  what  is  paffed, 
will  point  out  the  prefence  or  ab fence  of  a depra- 
ved flate  of  the  bowels.  But  the  clyfler  ought 
to  be  of  that  kind  which  can  neither  change  nor 
confound  the  colour  nor  fmell  of  the  excrements. 
The  mod  proper  for  this  purpofe  is  feiina  boiled 
with  water,  or  the  fal  catharticus  amarus,  or  cream 
of  tartar,  or  any  other  fait  dlffolved  in  boiling 
water, 

381.  Such,  then,  are  the  marks  (376.  to  ^So,) 
by  which  this  fever  is  principally  charadlerifed^, 
according  to  Heifter,  when  it  is  of  the  benign  and 
pure  kind.  But  the  fame  very  ex- 
perienced author  owns,  that  it  not  ^^^ecuii^r  to^it 
unfrequently  affumes  other  fymp-  ^Ind  ofdifeTfe! 
toms,  bv  which  the  fever  itfelf  is  not 
fo  much  indicated,  as  the  badnefs  of  Its  difpofi- 
tion,  its  malignity  and  greater  danger.  For  when 
the  complaint  is  either  entrufted  entirely  to  na- 
ture, or  is  rendered  worfe  by  improper  treatment, 
or,  on  account  of  its  bad  difpofition,  eludes  the 
benefit  of  the  remedies  employed,  as  is  very  often 
obferved  to  happen  in  certain  epidemics,  which 
are  produced  by  more  deftrudtive  caufes,  then  the 
acceffions  are  more  violent,  more  flowly  and  lefs 
fully  remit,  return  more  frequently,  are  doubled, 
tripled,  or  become  irregular  and  erratic.  Hence 
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enfue  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  very  acute  pain 
in  the  epigaftrium,  or  in  one  fide  running  along  the 
courfe  of  the  hypochondres,  fimilar  to  a pleuri- 
tic one  ; lofs  of  the  ftrength  ; fainting  fits  ; bur- 
ning heat  of  the  internal  parts,  and  coldnefs  or 
moderate  warmth  of  the  external  ones,  hiccup, 
trembling  of  the  hands,  ftarting  of  the  tendons,- 
emotion  of  mind,  tympanites  of  the  abdomen  and 
hypochondres,  the  frequent  examination  of  which 
by  the  touch  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  fpafmo- 
oic  motions,  by  which  the  mufcles  of  the  face  are 
thrown  into  convulfion. 

382.  Befides  thefe  fymptoms,  either  of  their 
own  accord,  or  in  confequence  of  the  warm  re- 
gimen, as  it  is  called,  or  the  abufe  ot  alexiphar- 
macs  and  fudorifics,  or  the  neglect  of  purging, 
and  the  morbid  matter  being  introduced  into  the 
blood  ;~red,  livid,  or  obfcure  foots,  like  flea-bites, 
break  out  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  particularly 
about  the  neck,  back,  and  breaft,  when  it  is  com- 

Fetechice  named  the  petechial  01  purple 

fever,  although  it  feems  to  differ 
widely,  as  fhali  be  fhewn,  from  the  true  petechial 
feve7\  or  difeafe  conjlfling  of  petechiee^  in  which 
thefe  fpots  conftitute  the  primary  difeafe.  Some- 
times, alfo,  there  occurs  an  exanthematous  erup- 
tion of  red  and  white  fpots,  refembling  millet- 
feeds,  at  one  time  happening  alone,  occafionally 
intermingled  with  the  peticulce^  with  a trouble- 
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feme  itching,  and  putting  on  the  appearance  of 
the  miliary  dlfeafe,  of  which  we  fliall  treat  here-^ 
after  : here,  however,  they  ought  to  be  confider-» 
ed  merely  as  fecondary  or  adventitious,  and  then 
it  frequently  acquires  the  name  of  the  miliary  fe-- 
ver*  But  when  fyrnptoms  of  malignity  are  pre» 
fent,  and  it  refeinbles  the  petechial  fever,  though 
unaccompanied  with  an  eruption  of  petechia,  it 
is  named  by  fome  malignant  and  petechizans.  It  is 
alfo  called  morbillofa^  or  meafly  and  catarrhal^  when 
it  is  combined  with  meafles  or  catarrhal  affeclions* 
Such  was  the  putrid  catarrhal  fever  of  the  year 
1768,  deferibed  by  Mertens,  and  treated  by  him, 
with  equal  judgement  and  fuccefs  Sometimes 
alfo  metaftafes  of  the  morhitic  matter  to  other 
parts  occur.  When  transferred  to  the  ears,  it  oc- 
cafions  deafnefs;  to  the  glands,  fwellings  of  the 
parotids  and  other  tumours,  inflammation,  and 
abfeefs  ; to  the  fauces,  angina  ; to  the  breaft, 
pleurify  and  peripneumony  ; to  the  brain,  watch- 
ing, delirium,  phrenitis,  or  comatofe  afieftions ; 
to  the  furface  of  the  body,  abfeefs,  gangrene,  or 
edematous  fwellings.  Although  many  of  tliefe 
bad  confequences  often  happen  merely  by  cqn- 
fent  of  the  nerves,  velfels,  or  membranes,  as  fome 
fuppofe,  feerns  to  be  evinced  by  their  fome- 
times  wholly  difappearing  on  a diarrhma  taking 
place,  whether  fpontaneoufly  or  by  medicine* 

^ Obferv.  Med.  de  Febrib.  Putrid,  et  Pefl,  p.  I.  c.  i. 
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383.  Thus  it  at  length  happens  (381.  382. 
that  in  confeqiience  of  the  mind  being  cither  in  a 

ftate  of  delirium,  or  overvv^hclmed 

Symptoms  of  the 

I'evereft  degree  With  profoUlld  flccp,  the  feceS,  and 
of  the  difeafe.  . , r i t • • rr  i 

With  them  oiten  lumbiTci,  are  paiied, 
generally  without  the  patient  being  fenfible  of  it ; 
v/hiie  he  continues  in  the  fupine  pofiure,  flips 
low  down  in  bed,  rejecting  all  remedies.  Not 
iinfrequently  they  catch  at  imaginary  appearances, 
they  colled:  the  bed-cloaths,  fpeaking  much  and 
muttering.  In  the  mean  time,  the  pulfe  becomes 
fmall,  quick,  irregular,  obfeure,  intermittent,  and 
the  ftrokes  are  counted  with  difficulty.  A cold 
fweat  breaks  out  all  over  the  body  ; the  bread:  is 
oppreffed  ; fnoring  fucceeds ; and,  iaftly,  death 
clofes  the  feries  of  fatal  fymptoms. 

384.  But,  when  the  difeafe  is  pure,  legitimate, 

and  not  conjoined  with  malignity, 

^^inriegitmufe'!  (37^-  379-  SSoh,  and  is  not  render- 

ed  worfe  by  improper  treatment  or 
negled,  it  remains  for  fome  time  at  the  fame 
ftage,  which  has  been  already  mentioned,  without 
being  either  increafed  or  diminifhed.  it  afterwards 
becomes  milder,  all  the  fymptoms  are  aflTwaged, 
the  paroxyfms  return  with  lefs  violence,  and  fooner 
and  more  manlfeftly  remit,  the  headach  is  more 
tolerable,  ftools  are  not  paffed  fo  frequently,  but 
with  more  eafe,  are  more  concodled  and  copious, 
and  afford  more  evident  and  certain  relief  to  the 
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patient.  In  like  manner,  the  urine  flovt^s  more 
copioiiily  ; the  fleep  begins  to  be  eafier  and  rnore 
tranquil,  occafioning  no  labour,  refrelhing  the 
ftrength  and  fpirits  ; the  tongue  acquires  its  natu» 
ra!  colour  and  moifture  ; the  tafte  is  improved ; 
feme  defire  for  food  returns,  and  the  fkin  becoming 
all  over  fofter  and  moifter,  the  former  found  coil» 
dition  of  all  the  functions  is  reftored. 

3 85.  The  firft  diftindtion,  therefore,  of  this  fe* 
ver  is,  as  we  have  feen,  into  benign 


and  malignant,  T'he  latter  is  mani- 


It  is  therefore 
divided  into 
beniern  and 


malignant. 


fefted  by  lofs  of  ftrength,  fymptoms 
of  a more  violent  kind,  exanthema- 
tous eruptions,  nervous  aifedions,  fpafms,  deli* 
rium.  The  abfence  of  thefe  fymptoms  indicates 
the  former.  But  according  to  the  different  kinds 
of  depraved  chylification,  various  differences  are 
conftituted.  Hence  arife  thtpituitous 

or  glutinous  fpecies  of  Sarcon  and  ^amd  timir%nT 
Selle  ^5  the  bilious  one  of  Tiffot 
the  verminofa  of  Morealis  J ; according  as  the 
phlegm,  and  mucus,  or  bile,  or  worms,  are  fiip- 
poted  to  give  rife  to  the  primary  febrile  caufe. 
The  pituitous  fpecies  is  faid  to  be  indicated  by  a 
foul  white  tongue,  covered  with  a filthy  cruft, 
vifeid  faliva  filling  the  fauces  and  mouth ; by  thin, 
limpid,  or  turbid  urine  ; an  irdipid  tafte  of  the 
mouth  ; lofs  of  appetite  ; by  the  preceding  food 
having  been  of  crude,  farinacioiis,  and  glutinous 
VoL.  ]L  F 
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fub fiances  ; by  the  phlegmatic  or  melancholic 
temperament.  The  bilious  fpecies,  again,  is  charac- 
terlfed  by  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  by  a yellow 
tongue,  or  at  leaft  its  not  being  covered  with  mu- 
cous matter,  by  vomiting  or  a bilious  diarrhoea, 
by  the  choleric  temperament,  yellow  flcin,  by  the 
urine  having  fomewhat  of  the  appearance  of  that 
paffed  in  icterus,  or  being  of  the  lateritious  kind. 
Laflly,  the  fpecies  called  ver??iinofa  is  dillinguifhed 
by  the  fymptoms  of  lumbrici,  already  noticed,  but 
particularly  by  their  being  frequently  paffed.  But 
although  the  particular  characleriftic  marks  of 
each  have  been  juft  now  given,  I do  not  think 
that  much  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  them,  fince 
frequently  all  thefe  caufes  concur  together  ; nor 
are  they  fo  pathognomonic  as  always  to  aftbrd  a 
certain  criterion  of  any  of  the  fpecies. 

* Pyretol.  p.  242. 

f Avis  au  peuple,  chapit.  XVI.  p.  263. 

:(:  Deile  febri  maligne  e contag.  prodotte  da  vermi.  Modena  - 
an. 1739, 

386.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  gaftric 
fever  to  be  combined  wdth  an  inflam- 
matory diathefis  of  the  blood,  nay,  ^^aftUefever. 
with  the  particular  inflammation  of 
certain  parts.  Hence  it  is  named  by  fome  the  in^ 
jlammatory  gajlric  fever ^ and  is  generally  from  the 
beginning  a continent  fever,  although,  on  the  in- 
flammatory diathefis  being  removed,  it  fliortly  af- 
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ter  aiiiimcs  the  appearance  of  a remittent  one* 
Sometimes  alfo,  not  only  depraved 
chylification,  but  like  wife  too  great  B^^^ous  andputrid 

tenuity,  or  a putrid  diflblution  of  the 
blood,  are  combined  with  this  fever.  When  that 
happens,  fome  name  ilgajlric^  or  bilioUs putrid^  fe- 
Ver.  Such  ieem  to  have  been  the  “ bilious  fever 
of  Lofanne,”  defcribed  by  Tiffot  the  maligna 
vermmcja  of  Moreaiis  "j',  the  febris  continua  putrida 
cum.  vermibus  of  Van  Den  Bofch  :j:,  the  putrid  bi- 
lious fever  of  Mertens,  v/hich  occurred  in  1769 
the  “ oihous  fever  prevailing  in  camps  and 
marfiiy  fituations”  of  Pringle  ||,^  the  “ epidemic 
fever  of  Siena,”  of  the  year  1766,  and  1767,  men- 
tioned by  Nerucci  the  febris  putrida  verminofa^ 
and  maligna^  of  the  year  1770,  of  Lepeque  de  la 
Cloture  ; likevvufe  the  febris  epidemica  of  1 77Q5 
noticed  by  Caleronius,  and  moft  of  the  epide- 
''  mic  and  malignant  gaftric  fevers,”  defcribed  by 
authors  Such  are  the  principal  diftindlions 
of  the  gaflric  fever.  But  whether  they  are  to  be 
efteemed  as  fo  many  diflerent  kinds  of  gaftric  fe- 
vers, comprehending  an  almoft  endlefs  variety  of 
fpecies,  as  Selle  has  fuggefted,  we  are  much  dif- 
pofed  to  doubt.  Nor  does  it  feem  to  be  an  idea 
very  confiftent  with  nature,  nor  adapted  to  the 
convenience  of  praditioners. 

* Differt,  de  febrib.  biflos.  feu  Hifloria  epiclcmi<e  biliofpe 
Laiifanenfis,  an.  17C4. 
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4 Hiftor.  conftltutioiE  tpldem.  vermin,  qux  an. 1760, 

1762,  et  initio  1763,  &c.  regnavit,  c.  3.  feft.  i.  § 25. 

§ L.  c.  P.  I.  c.  2.  p.  50, 

li  Difeafes  of  the  army,  p.  iii.  c.  iv.  § i.  2.  3. 

^ Hift.  feb.  epid.  Sen.  an.  1766  and  1767.800.  1767. 

Obfervations  fur  les  epidem.  p.  91. 

44  It  ig  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  epidemic  fevers^ 
efpecialJy  malignant  ones,  feldom  obferve  the  nature  of  fimple 
and  fporadic  ones ; and  that  they  are  not  regular  and  uniform, 
as  the  fporadic  kind  generally  is.  They  always  have  fome  fymp- 
toms  by  which  they  are  diilinguifhed  from  thofe  of  the  fame 
defeription.  For  they  vary  mmeh,  not  only  wnth  regard  to  tem- 
peraments, fex  and  age,  but  alfo  wdth  regard  to  the  time  of  the 
year,  the  weather,  climate,  local  fituation,  and  other  circurn- 
llances.  Nay,  it  is  probable,  that  the  epidemic  miafma  itfelf 
frequently  varies  fo  much  in  its  nature,  the  degree  of  its  viru- 
lence, and  quantity,  that  great  changes  in  difeafes  occafionally 
take  place  *,  and  hence  perhaps  it  happens,  that  in  the  fame  epi- 
demic the  difeafe  at  the  outfet  feems  one  thing,  in  its  progrefs 
another,  and  in  its  termination  a third.  Nor  does  it  always 
exhibit  the  fame  appearance  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  dilFeii- 
ent  appearances  according  to  the  variety  of  the  preceding  cau- 
fes.  A fingular  inftance  of  fuch  varieties  occurs  in  the  malig- 
nant epidemic  fever  of  1772  and  1773?  heferibed  by  Bontieus, 
(Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  vol.  i.  p.  23.).  In  ail  cafes  it 
was  a continued  remittent,  and  obferved  the  quotidian  type  ; 
but  in  fome  patients  it  put  on  the  appearance  of  the  putrid  gaf- 
tric  fever,  in  others  that  of  the  catarrhal,  in  not  a few  that 
of  the  flow  nervous  fever,  always  malignant  and  anomalous ; 
fo  that  the  author  was  obliged  to  divide  it  into  feveral  fpecies, 
uzmclj,  into  tho.  putrid  malignant  fever,  as  he  calls  it,  the  bilious, 
mefenteric,  catarrhal,  and  nervous  ; as  any  one  may  fee  in  the  part 
already  quoted. 
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THE  PROGNOSIS. 

387.  Ill  general,  this  fever  has  no  fiated  period 
cither  of  the  return  of  health,  or  of  a fatal  termina- 
tion. For  feme  are  flight  and  benign, 
others  very  fevere,  or  malignant,  ac-  prognohs 

cording  as  they  happen  to  be  ac- 
companied with  fewer  or  more  pernicious  fyrnp- 
toms,  more  or  !efs  affedting  the  mufcular  or 
nervous  fyftem.  For  the  fpafmodic  affedlions, 
in  particular,  which  are  excited  in  this  fever 
by  the  very  acrid  and  virulent  febrile  caufe,  not 
unfrequently  give  rife  to  fatal  peripneuraonies, 
pleurifies,  anginas  heart-burn,  colic-pains,  or 
pains  about  the  iliac  region,  moft  acute  headach, 
violent  coughs,  extreme  debility,  lethargy,  and 
phrenitis,  as  has  already'  been  fhewn  ; and  thus 
arife  feveral  very  intricate  complaints,  attended 
with  various  degrees  of  danger.  Likewife  greater 
danger  is  prefent,  when  it  is  combined  with  other 
difeafes,  namely,  meafles,  fmall-pox,  and  the  mi- 
liary eruption,  with  fynochus  either  of  the  putrid 
or  oppofite  kind,  efpecially  ardent  fevers,  with  par- 
ticular inflammations,  and  other  acute  difeafes. 

* Anginas,  however,  in  thefe  fevers,  generally  arife  from  an 
acrid  and  putrid  caufe,  or  miafma  directed  to  the  fauces,  and 
are  very  apt  to  degenerate  into  gangrenous  and  corroding  aph- 
thie.  Hence  they  are  then  generally  named  malignant  and  pu~ 
trid.  Of  which  more  on  the  article  Angina.  Pleurifies  and 
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peripneumonles  alfo  frequently  are  owing  to  a fimilar  caufcj 
and  quickly  terminate  in  a fatal  gangrene. 

388.  But  when  it  is  of  a flight  kind,  it  is  for 

the  molt  part  terminated  in  a few 

Its  duration.  ^ ^ . 

days.  On  the  other  hand,  11  it  is 
more  violent, it  does  not  difappear  for  fix  weeks,  or 
even  a greater  length  of  time.  When  this  happens, 
it  is  not  only  owing  to  the  quantity  and  badnefs  of 
the  morbific  matter,  but  alfo  to  the  improper  plan 
of  cure  wdiich  is  employed  ; for  its  ufual  courfe 
is  circumfcribed  to  fourteen  days,  or,  when  it 
proves  more  obftinate,  thirty.  But  vdienever 
it  is  attended  with  peculiarly  urgent  fymptoms, 
and  is  improperly  treated,  it  often  happens  that 
it  cuts  off  patients  on  the  ninth  day,  fometimes 
on  the  eighteenth  or  twentieth.  Sometimes  alfo, 
as  we  have  already  hinted,  it  has  been  known 
to  be  protradted,  after  various  viciflitudes  of  hope 
and  fear,  to  the  fortieth  day,  when  at  length  a fo- 
lution  occurs.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be  on 
our  guard,  even  when  the  very  worft  fymptoms 
are  prefent,  againft  pronouncing  a fatal  prognofis, 
becaufe  not  unfrequently,  on  afcertaining  and 
expelling  the  material  caufe,  they  are  fuddenly 
and  unexpedtedly  removed. 

389.  If  the  diarrlicea,  which  generally  faper- 

venes,  or  is  a concomitant  of  the 
^6y1he  Complaint,  be  fuppreffed  intentional- 

ly  or  by  accident,  the  fymptoms  are 
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aggravated,  the  gaftric  and  corrupted  chyle  being 
transferred  to  the  internal  and  more  important  vif- 
cera  of  the  fyfteiB.  Which  Stah!  and  his  followers 
affirm,  when  they  fpeak  particularly  oi  the  ma- 
iip:nant  catarrhal  fever  of  the  Germans,”  or  the 
epidemic  cdXltdi  petcchi%ans^  v/hich  we  fiiall  after- 
wards  ihew  to  belong  to  the  gaftric  fevers.  But 
ftools  of  a thin,  watery,  or  pure  kind,  are  not  void 
of  danger  ; while  a favourable  in- 
ference may  be  drawn  from  their  indicated 

J by  crude  Itools. 

being  fomewhat  thicker,  of  the  con- 
fiftence  of  pottage,  feculent  and  lefs  fetid.  Some- 
times, like  wife,  the  urine  being  thick,  like  that 
pafled  in  ftrangury,  or  purulent,  affords  no  ftnall 
hope  of  a favourable  termination.  The  malig- 
nant, or  epidemic,  bilious,  putrid,  gaftric  fever,  or 
that  combined  with  other  difeafes,  is 
generally  more  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult  of  cure.  The  freer,  eafier,  and 
more  equable  the  refpiration  is,  and  the  lefs  the  an- 
xiety and  reftleffnefs,  the  greater  is  the  hope  of  re- 
covery. Afmall,  irregular  pulfe;  a livid,  fquallid,  or 
pale  face  ; extreme  debility  ; alienation  of  mind, 
efpecially  when  not  preceded  by  head-ach  or  ex- 
ceffive  watching  ; and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
attended  with  very  oily,  pale,  brown,  or  black 
ftools ; denote  the  near  approach  of  gangrene, 
or  fphacelus  of  the  inteftines,  fhortly  to  be  luc- 
ceeded  by  death.  Likewife  the  inflammations  o£ 
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the  vifcera,  which  are  liable  to  happen  in  this  fevei  j^ 
have  a rapid  tendency  to  gangrene.  Nor  is  it  to 
be  wondered  at,  when  fuch  putrefaction  of  the 
fluids,  or  tendency  to  it,  is  prefent.  The  dih 
charging  alfo  corrupted,  black,  fhining  blood,  if  it 
does  not  proceed  from  the  piles,  is  generally  a fa^ 
tal  fymptom.  The  other  fymptoms,  indicative 
either  of  a favourable  or  unfavourable  termination, 


may  be  collecled,  if  we  miftake  not,  from  what  has 

been  faid  on  the  hiftory  of  this  fever, 
it  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  dif« 
eafe  is  ftil!  crude,  fo  long  as  the 
fymptoms  are  increafed  in  violence,  or  remain 
obftinate  ; that,  when  thefe  have  taken  a turn,  or 
begin  to  depart,  it  is  advancing  to  a cribs ; for, 
as  we  are  informed  by  Baglivi  and  Quefnay,  no 
aClual  cribs  occurs  in  this  fever. 

390.  The  nature  of  the  difeafe  requires  the 
immediate  expulbon  of  colluvies  from  the  primes 

viee^  the  timely  prevention  of  in- 

Indications.  . , , . , 

flammation  or  rnetaftalis,  ii  any  fear 
of  thefe  happening  is  entertained,  the  removal  of 
the  fpafmodic  aifeCtion  of  the  folids,  and,  laftly, 
the  obviating  of  piitrefaclion,  or  putrid  diflblution 

Whether  bleed-  blood,  as  far  as  poffible.  But  a- 

mg  be  proper,  all  things  it  is  proper  to  conbder, 

whether  or  not  bleeding  biouldbe  employed  at  brft ; 
for  moft  are  of  the  oppobte  opinion.  I fhall  offer  a 
few  remarks  concerning  the  things  requiring  alter- 
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tion,  to  determine  our  judgement  in  this  difpiite. 
If  the  patient  be  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  the  fan- 
guine  temperament,  of  a good  habit  of  body  ; ii 
at  the  fame  time  plethora,  a great,  full,  or  hard 
pulfe,  violent  headach,  oppreffion  at  the  clieft  in- 
juring the  refpiration,  and  other  fymptoms  be 
prefent,  and  caiifes  of  a heating  and  inflammatory 
tendency  have  preceded  ; if  any  part  is  fufpedted 
to  be  aiTedfed  with  inflammation  382.),  or 

the  g^iftric  fever  occurs  with  an  inflammatory 
diatl'icfis,  as  in  that  named  gafrico-mflammatoria 
(386.),  blood  ought  to  be  drawm  without  delay:' 
and  if  one  bleeding  proves  infufiicient,  it  may  be 
repeated  a fecond  time,  Among  the  fymptoms  in- 
dicating this  remedy,  ihould  be  enumerated  fvreli- 
ing,  pain,  and  tendon  of  the  belly,  together  with 
coftivenefs,  Otherwife,  however,  bleeding  is  not 
only  fuperfluous,  but  hurtful ; efpecially  when  the 
lever  has  proceeded  to  a condderable  extent,  or  is 
combined  with  a putrid  difibludon  of  the  blood, 
as  happens  in  the  fpecies  called  gaf  rico-putrida^ 
efpecially  of  the  epidemic  or  malignant  kind.  In 
which  cafe,  if  it  be  indicated  by  any  fymptom, 
blood  is  more  fafely  drawn  by  wet  cupping- 
glaffes,  or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples,  noftrils, 
or  hemorrhoidal  tumours  ; which  is  alfo  moft 
conveniently  done  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
complaint. 

391.  But  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  free  the 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


90 


primse  of  fordes  as  foon  as  poffible,  which 

may  be  done  either  by  vomiting  or 

T he  evacuation  ^ ^ ^ 

D be  employed  purging.  By  voiiiiting,  if  the  ftoiiiaeli 

of  two  kinds.  , , . , n • t • 1 

abounds  vfith  colluvies  ; whicn  ap» 
Symptoms  indica-  peais  principallv  from  the  foulaefs  of 

■'the  tongue,  bitternefs  of  the  mouth, 
fetid  breath,  naufea,  vomiting  of  bile  or  phlegm,  a 
ibnfe  of  uneafmefs  or  weight  about  the  precordia, 
anxiety,  fjmpathetic  headach,  tinnitus  aurium, 
dimnefs  of  fight  or  vertigo;  nor  does  the  violence 
of  the  fever,  or  the  fufpicion  of  inflammation  of 
the  flomach  and  inteftines,  and  the  fpitting  of 
blood,  or  any  other  fymptom,  prevent  our  having 
recourfe  to  this  remedy.  We  cannot  employ  it 
if  enterocele  be  prefenr,  unlefs  violent  prolapfus  of 
the  inteftines  be*"  prevented  by  the  application  of  a 
pjioper  bandage.  Pregnancy  alfo  throws  another 
obftacle  in  the  way,  but  not  of  fuch  confequence 
that  very  gentle  vomiting,  fhould  it  be  required, 
may  not  fometimes  be  employed  in  women  of  a 
robuft  liabir,  who  do  not  readily  fuffer  abortion. 

But  if  vomiting  cannot  be  employed, 
^ gaftric  collection  is  rather  fi- 

tuate  in  the  inteftines,  we  muft  call 
to  aid  purging  the  belly  ; which  is  indicated  by 
heavlneis  of  the  knees,  pain  in  the  loins,  fwelling 
of  the  epigaftrium  or  belly  without  inflammation, 
borborygmi,  flatulency,  gripes,  fetid,  Vfatery. 
coiTcdiog,  and  bilious  ftocls* 
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392.  Vomiting  may  be  obtained  either  by  te- 
pid water  mixed  with  oil,  and  drunk 

, . . 1 r By  what  means 

in  large  ijiia-ntity,  or  by  oxymel  01  vomiting  and 
fquills,  or  ipecacuanha  ; or  in  thofe  obtamoir^^' 
of  a more  robuft  habit,  tartar  emetic, 
dinblved  in  a large  quantity  of  tepid  water,  and 
taken  off  at  different  times,  until  vomiting  fuc- 
ceeds.  Nor  is  it  fufficient,  when  there  is  a great 
quantity  of  badly  digefted  matter  prefent,  to  ex- 
cite vomiting  once  only,  but  it  is  fometimes  ne- 
celTary  to  repeat  it,  according  to  circumftances. 
After  removing  the  badly  digefted  matter  in  tne 
fpeedieft  way,  I'iffot  propoles  a gentle  decoiftion 
of  tamarinds,  or  a few  drachms  of  cream  oi  tar- 
tar, to  be  taken  every  day,  or  every  fecond  day ; 
by  means  of  which  we  may  both  gently  purge  the 
belly,  allay  the  heat,  and  prevent  putrefadion  and 
an  alkaline  degeneracy.  Morealis  informs  us, 
that  he  derived  very  great  advantage  from  a mix- 
ture of  fcordium  and  treacle  water,  a whole  citron 
and  a little  rhubarb,  or  the  fyrup  of  the  fame,  ta- 
ken occaiionally  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
to  the  extent  of  a fpoonful  ; and  he  declares,  that 
without  it  quickfiiver,  which  he  recommends  as 
being  the  moft  effediial  antidote  againft  worms, 
and  fevers  proceeding  from  that  caufe,  was  em- 
ployed to  no  purpofe  ; fo  neceffary  did  he  find 
purging  the  belly,  which  he  did  by  giving  that 
remedy  per  eplcrafm. 
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393.  But  no  one  perhaps  trufced  more  to  pur- 
ging in  tins  difeafe  than  Heifter.  in  all  gaftric 
, , fevers,  even  in  tlie  malignant  exa?i- 

Fi-eifter  s plan.  ^ 

thematic  ones,  and  in  the  kind  call- 
ed petecht%antes  (382.  389.),  attacking  people  at 
any  time  of  life,  as  well  as  boys  and  puerperal  wo- 
men, both  from  the  good  effeds  which  Vfagner,  (a 
phyfician  of  cooiiderable  eminence  at  L-nbec),  and 
he  hinifelf  experienced  from  it,  he  greatly  extols 
a peculiar  method  of  treatment,  which  is  faid  to 
be  extremely  efficacious,  not  only  in  curing  thefe 
levers,  but  alfo  in  changing  them  from  the  malig- 
nant to  the  benign  form.  He  takes  from  a 
icruple  to  half  a drachm  of  ipecacuanha,  well  tri- 
turated with  the  arcanum  duplicatum,  and  diffolves 
it  in  three  or  four  ounces  of  aqua  benedida.  Of 
this  mixture  he  prefcribes  one  or  two  fpoonfuls 
every  hah  hour,  or  every  hour,  occafionally  inter- 
pofmg  feme  correding  and  diaphoretic  draught, 
until  its  emetic  effeds  are  produced.  If  the  ver- 
tigo, fainting,  pain  in  the  throat,  and  other  ma- 
lignant fyiTiptoms,  do  not  remit  wdthin  twelve 
hours,  and  the  pulfe  and  refpiration  (for  the  lat- 
ter, when  it  is  anxious,  irregular,  frequent,  diffi- 
cult, and  accompanied  with  fighing,  is  confidered 
' as  the  mark  almoft  peculiar  to  maligant  fevers), 
do  not  become  freer,  it  is  neceiTary  to  repeat  the 
fame  mixture,  until  the  difeafe  takes  a turn  for 
the  betten  Nor  mull  wm  abftain  from  employ- 
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Ins:  a few  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  unlefs  after  the 
total  dlfappearance  of  the  malignant  fyrnptoms.^ 
w^hich  fometimes  happens  within  two  days  ; for 
it  is  likewife  fuppofed  to  prove  ferviceable  by  its 
alexipharmac  virtue. 

394.  But  if  the  corrupted  matter  be  contained 
in  the  intellines  (391.),  and  purgin 


‘S 


When  bnik  pnr- 

cannot  be  employed  in  the  epicratlc  ging.and  whea 

, / ^ o't  ntie  and  cau- 

manner,  but  its  immediate  expulfion  tiousokouidbe 

• n'  1 ulcii. 

IS  neceiiary,  rvem  ay  very  advanta- 
geoufly  employ  manna,  caffia,  the  purging  fait  iifed 
in  England,  ial  polychreft,  that  of  Modena,  &c. 
rhubarb,  the  lyrupus  florum  perfici,  lenitive  elec» 
tuary,  the  pulp  of  tamarinds,  the  diatartarum 
Petri  Caflelll,  in  fuch  quantity  that  rather  a }:)art 
of  the  colluvies  contained  in  the  inteftiocs  may 


be  pretty  brifldy  evacuated.  But  in  purging  the 
belly,  we  muft  always  employ  fome  caution,  that 
too  great  a dlfcharge  may  not  be  excited,  by 
which  the  patient’s  ftrength  may  be  reduced, 
vdiich  is  principalior  to  be  feared  la  the  fpecies 
named  gajl^ico-putrida  (386.),  and  others  of  a fi- 
milar  ftamp,  in  which  there  is  a very  great  ten- 
dency to  a putrid  dllTolution  of  the  fluids  ; or 
that  the  inteftines  may  not  be  inflamed  by  the 
frequent  and  exceflive  irritation  of  cathartics, 
which  in  the  ipecies  called  gajlricodnfiaimnatoria 
(386.)  is  not  uncommon.  Some  allb  advife  the 
rendering  of  the  matter  more  fluid,  beflwc  its  e- 
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vacuatlon  Is  attempted,  by  inckUng,  digefting^ 
and  attenuant  remedies,  by  which  is  is  better  pre- 
pared for  being  paffed.  if  it  is  proper  upon  any 
occafion,  it  is  certainly  fo  when  a tenacious  and 
fluggifli  mucus  adheres  to  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  as  frequently  happens  in  the  pituitous  or  glu- 
tinous gaftric  fever  (385.),  or  when  the  bile,  after 
acquiring  the  thicknefs,  of  pitch,  fills  the  dudfus 
choledochus  and  gall-bladder,  as,  it  is  probable, 
fometimes happens  in  tho^bilious  gaftric  fever 
But  in  general  no  time  is  to  be  loft,  left  the  re- 
tention of  putrid  fordes  render  the  difeafe  more 
fevere  and  dangerous,  and  bleeding  and  purging 
at  length  become  incapable  of  removing  it ; or 
left  becoming  more  and  more  liquid,  the  matter 
pafs  into  the  blood,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

395.  Patients  are  fometimes  fo  fenfible  and  ir- 
ritable, that  emetics  and  purges  may  be  feared  to 

complaint.  In  that 

When  oily  fub-  , , 

ftaiices  are  ufe-  cafe,  the  primse  vise  are  heft  clean- 
fed  by  olive  oil  of  the  fineft  quality,- 
or  lintfeed  oil,  or  frefh  oil  of  almonds  exprelTed 
without  the  aid  of  fire,  drunk  off  to  the  extent  of 
four,  five,  or  fix  ounces.  For  it  generally  proves 
ferviceable  in  two  ways,  by  evacuating  both  up- 
wards and  downwards  ; it  blunts  the  acrimonv  of 
the  fluids,  refolves  fuch  as  are  vifeid  and  tenaciouSy 
relaxes  and  dimlniflies  the  fpafmodic  contradtions,: 
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aild  produces  other  good  effeSs  I know  very 
well  that  it  is  difapproved  of  by  moll  pradlltioners, 
probably  on  account  of  the  abiifive  and  indircrl- 
oiinate  employment  of  it  formerly^  as  being  per» 
nicious,  becaufe  it  is  very  apt  to  become  rancid,» 
abounds  with  DhloPifton,  and  therefore  feems  ca« 

X o y 

pable  of  increafmg  the  fomes  of  the  fever.  But 
let  them  obferve  what  kind  of  oil,  and  in  what 
quantity,  I propofe  it.  For  if  it  be  of  the  belt 
kind,  and  perfeclly  freih,  and  be  given  in  fuch  a 
quantity  as  yery  quickly  to  pafs  through  the  fto- 
mach  and  Inteftines,  every  hurtful  eftedt,  which 
is  dreaded  from  its  rancidity,  vrill  be  avoided.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  be  employed  indifcriminate- 
ly,  verging  on  rancidity,  and  be  drunk  off  by 
fpoonfuls  or  ounces,  it  is  very  evident,  that  by 
remaining  long  in  the  flomach,  and  being  aireadv 
predifpofed  to  rancidity,  by  the  warmth  of  the 
fitiiation,  it  will  very  readily  grow  rancid. 

* The  reputed  efFicacy  of  oil  in  the  cure  of  thefe  fevers  is 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  Bianchi  (Hill,  hepat.  part 
p.250.),  Valcarenghi  (Med.  Rational.),  Guidetti  (Pleurit.  bilios. 
an.  1709.),  De  Haen  (Rat.  med.  T.  3.  c.  2.),  and  lately  by  the 
obfervations  of  Jo.  Baptifl:  Martius  (liloria  delle  pleuritid.  biiios. 
di  Saniminiato  1775,  P-  affirms  that  nothing  was 

more  efiicacious  than  freflr  oil  of  fweet  almonds  in  removing 
the  vitiated  bile  in  the  epidemic  bilious  pieurify  of  the  year 

J775- 


396.  But  let  us  grant  that  it  always  grows 
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The  oil  defended. 


rancid,  as  they  object,  hov/ever  it  Is  given  : It 

Vv  ill  become  fo  either  while  it  is  con- 
tained in  the  ftomacb.  and  Intef- 
tines,  or  after  paffing  into  the  blood.  If  the  firft 
happens,  which  we  allow  may  fometimes  take 
place,  it  certainly  acquires  ftrength,  by  which 
the  mouths  of  the  ladleals  being  irritated  and 
ccntrafled,  it  is  repelled,  and  prevented  from  en- 
tering them.  But  ,it  may  be  faid,  that  it  will  find 
a paflTage  more  readily  into  the  inhalent  veins, 
which  are  cither  deftltute  of  irritability,  or  endov/- 
ed  with  very  little,  and,  therefore,  do  not  con- 
tradi on  being  irritated.  1 cannot,  however^ 
adopt  this  opinion  ; firfl:,  when  I confider  the 
thicknefs  and  tenacity  of  the  oil,  which  prevent 
its  entering  into  them  ; and,  next,  when  I 
confider  the  acrid  rancidity  which  it  has  contradi- 
ed.  For  in  confequence  of  the  fibres  of  both  the 
fiomach  and  inteftines  being  irritated  by  it, 
while  the  oil  > ought  to  be  abforbed  by  the  veins, 
the  periftaltSc  motion  is  fo  much  increafed, 
thfit  not  only  the  excrements,  but  alfo  along 
with  them,  the  oil  itfelf,  is  very  readily  ejedled. 
But  if  the  other  fuppofition  is  admitted,  there 
IS  fcarcely  any  room  for  apprehenfion  ; for  I ima- 
gine that  the  oil  before  being  imparted  tothe  bloody 
is  fo  much  changed  by  being  elaborated  in  the  fto« 
mach,  that  it  in  fome  meafure  lofes  its  ufual  form 
and  difpofi.tion,  and  is  converted  into  chyle,  acquB 
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ring  a ftate  totally  oppofite  to  rancidity  and  cor- 
ruption, from  whence 'fo  many  bad  confequences- 
are  dreaded.  If,  however,  any  one  ftill  entertains 
apprehenfions  of  this  rancidity  it  may  be 
eafily  prevented  by  the  addition  of  fome  citron- 
juice,  or  that  of  lemons,  or  oxymel.  For  thus 
the  phlogifton,  the  extrication  of  which  imparts 
the  rancidity  to  the  oil,  is  reftrained  and  checked  ; 
for  acids  readily  combine  with  the  phlogifton, 
and  in  fome  degree  hold  it  faft.  But  if  the  oil, 
either  on  account  of  the  fear  of  rancidity  hap- 
pening, or  for  other  reafons,  does  not  find  ad- 
mifTion,  and  other  medicines  cannot  be  given  on 
account  of  their  irritating  quality,  then  glyfters 
are  moft  fafely  adminiftered,  and  ought  to  be 
frequently  repeated,  provided  they  be  chofen 
from  among  the  milder  ones. 


* But  there  are  fome  kinds  of  oils  which  are  very  flow  of 
acquiring  rancidity.  The  oil  of  olives,  which  is  employed  for 
frying  meat,  is  of  fuch  a nature,  that  the  heat  of  the  fire  it- 
felf  does  not  make  it  contra£l  rancidity,  but  it  remains  bland. 
Of  late  I ob ferve  the  Oleum  Ricini  upheld  by  the  Englifh  as 
not  at  all  noxious.  Every  kind  of  oil,  therefore,  does  not  fo 
readily  become  rancid  as  fome  would  have  it. 


397.  While,  by  tliefe  means,  we  attempt  the 
expulfion  of  the  gaftric  colluvies,  w^e  mu  ft  not 
omit  thofe  remedies  which  are  oppofed  to  the  bi- 
lious or  alkaline  acrimony  or  putre- 
fadlion.  Acids,  in  particular,  both 
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of  the  vegetable  and  foflil  kind,  have  the  moft 
powerful  efFedl  in  this  way,  and  are  attended 
with  the  farther  advantage  of  allaying  excefiive 
fervour  and  violence  of  the  fever.  For  they 
check  the  phlogifton,  reftrain  the  heat,  and  di- 
minifh  the  irritability  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 
To  water,  therefore,  which  ftiould  be  taken  in 
great  abundance,  there  ought  to  be  added  fome 
of  the  acid  juices  afforded  by  vegetables,  as  vine» 
gar,  lemon,  citron,  or  orange-juice,  fyrups  pre- 
pared from  tliefe,  and  likewife  barberries,  rafp- 
berries,  and  the  like.  When  the  heat  is  greater, 
and  there  is  a ftronger  propenfity  to  piitrefadlion 
and  colliquation,  or  the  blood  itfelf  feems  verging 
on  putrefaclion,  as  happens  in  the  fpecies  called 
gajiric a putrida  (386),  follil  acids  are  fubftituted 
more  advantageoufly  in  the  room  of  the  vegetable 
ones.  Tiffot  prefers  the  fpirit  of  per  cam» 

panam^  and  ftrongly  recommends  a mixture  con- 
fifling  of  one  part  of  it,  and  fix  of  fyrup  of  vio- 
lets, of  which  he  prefcribes  a fpoonfui  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  drink,  and  to  be  repeated  every  hour. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  foffil 
acids,  and  particularly  the  vitriolic  and  volatile 
fulphureous  acid,  prove  detrimental  to  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  nerves,  and  to  the  irritability  of  the 
heart  and  arteries.  If,  therefore,  the  animal  and 
vital  powers  are  too  languid,  as  very' often  hap- 
pens from  putrefadion  of  the  fluids,  or  from  a 
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putrid  ftate  of  the  chyle,  we  muft  not  ufe  thefe 
ftrong  acids  unlefs  with  caution  ; or  it  is  proper 
to  combine  with  them  fubftances  which  roufe 
the  ftrength,  fuch  as  Virginian  fnake-root,  that 
of  contrayerva,  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  like.  It 
is  fafer  to  employ  fuch  things  as  have  been  fweet- 
ened  with  fpirits  of  wine.  Among  which  a chief 
rank  is  held  by  the  elixir  vitrioli  aromaticum 

* It  13  made  by  mixing  one  pound  of  aromatic  tindture, 
with  four  ounces  of  fulphuric  acid.  But  the  recipe  for  the 
iindura  aromatica  is  as  follows. 

Rec.  clnnam.  drach.  vi.  fern,  cardam,  min.  drach.  iii.  pi- 
per. long,  zingiber,  an.  drach.  ij.  fp.  vin.  tenuior,  lib.  ij.  Di- 
gere fine  calore,  et  cola. 

398.  A great  deal  is  now  faid  of  the  antifeptic 
virtue  of  fixed  air,  with  which  water 
may  be  impregnated,  alter  the  man- 
ner  of  Dr  Prieftley,  both  to  be  drunk  and  injedled. 
But  almoft  all  are  now  agreed,  that  whatever 
power  it  polTefTes  is  entirely  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  vitriolic  acid,  with  which  the 
iixed  air  is  certainly  combined. 

Camphor,  either  taken  by  the  mouth  or  anus, 
affords  a moft  excellent  antifeptic,  and  befides 
allays  the  fpafms,  without  injury  to  the  irritabi- 
lity of  the  heart  ; nay,  it  even  roufes  and  recruits 
that  irritability  ; but,  if  the  nervous  fenfibility 
be  languid,  it  is  not  very  friendly  to  it,  but  ra- 
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ther  depreffes  it The  mofl:  proper 
Arnica.  j-emedy,  then,  is  the  mountain-ar- 
nica of  Linn:^iis  by  which  the  nervous  power 
requiring  ftimulus  is  remarkably  roufed.  Col- 
lin II  alfo  has  lately  highly  extolled  the  virtues 
of  arnica,  both  in  the  form  of  infufion  and  de- 
coftion,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  extrad,  againft 
every  kind  of  putrefaction. 


* See  Sebaftian  Severius’s  Thefes  de  Camphor  a ejufqiie  viribus^ 
publiflied  by  him  on  the  6th  of  June  1776,  at  Pavia,  v/hilc  I 
was  then  Profeflbr  there.  Likewife  Collin’s  ElTay  on  Camphor, 
publifhed  at  Vienna,  1773»  or  p.  3.  of  Obfervatlons  concerfmig 
Acute  and  Chronic  Difeafes. 

+ Severii  Thef.  1.  c.  Th.  xvi.  xvii.  xviii.  xxi.  xxiii.  BalTianus 

. . I ....  . 

Carminati  De  Animalium  ex  Mephitibus  et  noxiis  Halitibus  inter- 
itUy  ksfc.  1.  3.  c.'3.  p.  177.-191.  ed.  Laud.  Pompeia,  1777. 

J Vid.  Collin’s  Florum  Arnica  Vires y i^c,  Vienna,  1773^ 
or,  the  fourth  part  of  the  ObfervationSy  ^c.  and  P.  v. 

II  Ibid. 


Analeptics  and 


399.  But  as  the  ftrength  Is  fometimes  reduced, 
whether  by  the  colledtions  of  putrid 

cordials.  matter,  or  by  the  frequency  and  ex- 
tent of  the  evacuations,  we  muft  ob- 
viate this  by  means  of  cordials  and  reftoratives. 
Port  wine,  in  which  has  been  boiled  cinnamon, 

I 

mace,  or  nutmeg,  or  Cyprus,  or  that  from  Syra- 
cufe,  or  mallow  wine,  mixed  with  water,  are  fer- 
viceable.  But  when  there  is  occafion  for  its  be- 
ing auftere  and  fomewhat  aftringent,  that  the 
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The  kind  of 
wine. 


fibres  may  be  flrengthened,  and  the  fluids  in  fome 
meafiire  contained,  it  is  better  to 
employ  Rhenifli  or  the  Auftriaii 
wine,  or  that  from  the  Mofelle, 

In  which  is  contained  a more  remarkable  aii- 
tifeptic  power,  with  a flightly  heating  or  in- 
toxicating effeft.  Our  countrymen  may  ufe  the 
acidulous  and  auftere  wines  of  the  Briantine  and 
Tvrolefe  mountains,  or  the  celebrated  wines  of 

V * 

iEmilia,  called  Sanglouefe^  or  the  Tufcan  wine, 
which  receives  its  name  from  Mount  Pclitio,  al- 
though fomewhat  fmoked.  The  wine  exprelTed 
from  the  fruit  of  the  pomegranate,  properly 
cleared  of  dregs,  will  be  ferviceable  to  the  poor, 
and  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  apothecary  fliops. 
Likewife  water-gruel  of  different  forts,  of  a thickilh 
confiftence,  to  v/hich  is  added  a little  wine  or 
citron-juice,  reftores  the  ftrength  remarkably, 
nouriihes  the  body,  and  is  not  apt  to 
become  putrid.  Nor  muff  I omit 
mention  of  that  moil  delicate  compofition  made 
from  cocoa,  which  is  now  almoft  univerfally  em- 
ployed as  a luxury,  the  reftorative  and  cordial 
effefls  of  which  are  confpiciious. 

' 400.  And  fometimes  thofe  medicines,  which 
contain  opium  in  their  compofition, 
are  not  improper,  in  allaying  fiich 
derangements  as  have  been  induced  by  emetics, 
or  reftraining  or  mitigating  exceffive  diarrhoea,  or 
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alleviating  pains  of  the  belly,  or  preventing  watch** 
ing.  For  they  dirninifh  the  nervous  fenfibility, 
bring  on  reft,  allay  fpafms,  check  immoderate 
evacuations,  while  they  undoubtedly  excite  the 
irritability  of  the  heart,  like  cordials,  v/hen  given  in 
proper  time,  as  has  been  proven  by  the  undoubt» 
ed  experiments  of  Haller'^,  and  of  many  others  af- 
ter him,  notwithftanding  of  its  being  undeferved-» 
ly  denied  by  others.  Among  them,  in  particular, 
are  recommended  laudanum,  the  theriaca  Andro- 
machi,  the  diafcordium  fracaftorii,  the  philoniuni 
Romanum,  and  the  like.  But  if  opium  cannot 
be  employed,  gentle  fleep  is  procured  by  means 
of  the  heads  of  poppies,  the  anodyne  mineral  li- 
quor of  Hoffman,  Homberg’s  fedative  fait,  con- 
cerning which,  however,  a few  entertain  doubts, 
Likewife,  when  a putrid  dilTolution  of  the  blood 
occafions  immoderate  diarrhoea,  it  may  be  very 
much  checked  by  vitriolic  acid,  of  which  men- 
tion has  already  been  made,  added  to  the  drink 
fo  as  to  produce  an  agreeable  acidity. 

* Carminat.  I.  c. 

401.  But,  notwithftanding  thefe  remedies 
(390.  to 400.)  having  been  employed. 
If  the  fever  is  prolonged,  without 
any  abatement,  and  the  headach  continues,  or 
an  affedlion  of  the  brain  is  indicated  by  other 
fymptoms,  as  coma  or  delirium,  thofe  things 
which  induce  bliftering  and  ulceration  ought  to 


Blifters. 
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be  applied  to  the  calves  of  the  legs^  and  pus 
drawn  from  them  for  a long  time  ; or  blifters  and 
rubefacients,  particularly  thofe  compofed  of  muf» 
lard  or  ferment,  are  to  be  applied  to  the  foies  of 
the  feet ; or,  when  reftleflnefs  and  pain  are  con» 
joined,  the  feet  flioiild  be  bathed  in  ^varm„  wa- 
ter. But  if  the  complaint  do  not  yield  to  thefe 
either,  blood  may  be  drawn  from  the  parts 
neareft  the  head  or  brain ; which  is  done  in  va- 
rious ways,  as  has  already  been  obferved.  It  may 
be  obferved,  however,  that  cantharides,  which 
are  generally  employed  to  excite  vomiting  in  the 
gajlrico-putrid  fpecies,  in  which  a putrid  fomes  has 
infedled  and  diflblved  the  blood,  often  prove  more 
prejudicial  than  ferviceable.  Borelli  Richa  f, 
Tiffbt  :j:,  and  a good  many  others,  affirm  their  ha- 
ving frequently  experienced  this.  On  which  ac- 
count they  rather  advife  the  employment  of  rube- 
facients or  fmapifms,  which  they  have  found  more 
ufeful. 


^ Epift.  ad.  Malphig.  p.  28. 
f Conftitut.  epid.  Taurin,  1720.  § 32» 
J Feb.  bilios  Laufann.  p.  44.  45. 


Worms, 


402.  Nor  muft  we  neglefl 
their  prefence  is  fufpeQed,  which  hap 
pens  in  \h.t  ga/Ir tea  verminofa  (385). 

Thefe  lumbrici,  or  wmrms,  are  beft  killed 
means  of  mineral  acids,  efpeclally  thofe  extradfed 
by  fire,  which  have  been  already  recommended 
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with  a different  view;  but  they  are  mofl:  certainly 

expelled  by  cathartics,  which  are  propofed  at  the 

commencement  of  the  cure.  But  in  addition  to 

. * 

thefe,  we  muff  employ  tanfey-flowers,  the  feeds  of 

abfmthium  fahtonicum,  wild  valerian 

Anthelmen-  - , ^ , 

thics.  root,  lea-niois,  myrrh, , aloes,  burnt 

' hartlliorn,  petroleum,  camphor,  and 

the  like ; for  the  accounts  that  are  given  of 
quickfilver  by  no  means  deferve  credit,  as  many 
now  agree,  and  as  I myfelf  hrfl:  ihewed,  when  a 
young  man,  in  an  exprefs  effay  And,  per- 
haps, \ve  ought  to  place  as  little  reliance  in  the 
power  of  the  fern-root,  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
the  ancients.  But  with  regard  to  quickfilver,  if  a 
perfon  wifhes  to  employ  it,  or  any  of  its  compo- 
fitions,  let  him  guard  againft  the  ufe  particularly 
,of  ftrong  acids,  left,  if  they  be  employed  together, 
that  remedy  be  converted  into  a corroding  poi- 
fon. 

De  Anthemienthica  argenti  vivi  facultate.  Faventiae,  1753. 

403.  But  nothing  is  mere  common  in  this  fe- 
ver than  for  the  abdomen  to  fwell 
^Tbdomel*'’^  (379- 381-)  and  become  tenfe,  efpe- 
daily  about  the  region  of  the  cpiga- 
ftrium,  and  hypochondres.  When  this  happens 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  or  as  it  advances, 
and  any  part  is  affeded  with  pain,  or  refifts  pref- 
fiire,  and  experiences  a fenfe  of  pain,  in  that  cafe, 
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When  it  is  a 
I’ymptom  of 
'inflamma- 
tion. 


the  inteftines  retaia  either  air  or  forties  fome- 
where,  with  which  they  are  charged,  or  there  is 
reafon  to  dread  that  fome  one  of  the  vifcera  is 
afFedsied  with  Inflammation,  This 
muft  be  obviated  by  fomentations, 

V 

cataplafms,  or  liniments,  poflefled 
of  an  emollient  and  gently  difcuffing 
quality,  and  by  injediions  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
if  more  manifeft  fymptoms  of  inflammation  be- 
tray themfelves,  and  the  greatnefs,  hardnefs,  or 
vibration  of  the  piilfe,  or  internal  heat,  throbbing, 
and  other  fymptoms  concur,  it  is  proper  to  let 
blood  from  the  arm  ; or,  if  enough  has  been  al- 
ready drawn,  and  the  ftrength  forbids  our  employ- 
ing bleeding  from  the  arm,  blood  may  be  drawn 
from  the  hemorrhoidal  veins  by  means  of  leeches, 
which  is  fafer  and  more  advantageous  in  perfons 
of  a hypochondriacal,  melancholic, 

or  cachedlic  habit.  But  if,  towards  ^ceedl^rom 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,  the  belly  be-  atony. 

comes  tenfe,  and  founds  like  a drum,  and  is  not 
painful  on  being  preffed,  fhewing  that  the  inte- 
ftines, in  a ftate  of  relaxation  and  atony,  are  dl- 
ftended  with  air,  not  emollient,  but  ftrength en- 
ing  and  reprefling  applications  ftiould  be  made 
externally;  wTlle  it  is  proper  to  give  internally 
fubftances  for  checking  the  putrefadtion,  from 
which  the  air  is  evolved,  which  diminifli  the  ela- 
fticity  of  the  air,  and  ftreogthen  the  fibres  of  the 
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iuteftlnes.  Such  are,  externally,  fomentations  of 
aromatic  plants  boiled  in  wine,  plafters  of  the 
crumbs  of  bread,  laurel-berries,  melilot : inter- 
nally, fpirit  of  fweet  nitre ; tinfture  of  myrrh, 
amber,  and  caftor ; extract  of  bark,  camomile- 
flowers,  arnica,  and  ageratum ; and  whatever 
fubftances  poiTefs  an  aromatic  power. 

404,  Having  at  length  expelled  the  gaflric 
colluvies,  and  the  fever  beginning 

When  the  bark  , , . . 

iiiouid  be  u-  to  abate,  or  approaching  to  the 
intermittent  form,  we  muft  with- 
hold fuch  fubftances  as  produce  laxity  of  the 
belly  ; and  if  the  patient  feems  to  have  been  fuf- 
flciently  purged,  the  remainder  of  the  fever  muft 
be  removed  by  the  Peruvian  bark.  But,  if  the 
hurtful  matter  has  not  been  thoroughly  removed, 
fome  rhubarb  or  cathartic  fait  may  be  added  to 
the  bark,  that  the  bowels  at  the  fame  time  may 
be  rendered  lax,  while  we  prepare  to  check  any 
remains  of  the  fever.  For  it  is  a very  ufual  oc- 
curence for  the  gaftric  fever  to  be  changed  to  an 
intermittent,  or  to  approach  very  nearly  to  it, 
and  to  require  this  plan  of  treatment.  But  it 
may  be  knowm  that  this  remedy  wdll  be  admif- 
fible,  if  a gentle  fweat  over  the  whole  body  pre- 
cedes the  remiflions  or  intermiflions  of  the  fever, 
while  they  are  followed  by  red,  fparing,  thick  or 
lateritious  urine  j or  if,  at  the  commencement  of 
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the  accefiicns,  it  is  thin,  or  watery,  or  any  ccldncfs 
of  th  extremities  occurs. 

zj.05.  When  the  fever  has  reached  its  height, 
the  diet  fiiould  be  of  the  weakeft 
kind.  Some  at  that  time  propofe 
total  abftinence.  But  all  perfons  la- 
bouring under  the  difeafe  cannot  fiipport  fuch  a 
degree  of  hunger,  as  many  excretions  take  place 
daily,  accompanied  with  no  fmall  exhauflion  of 
the  ftreogth.  Animal  food  and  foiips  of  ail  kinds, 
as  being  generally  prone  to  putrefadlioo,  are  to  be 
avoided.  But  weakiih  chicken  or  veal  broth,  or 
that  of  mutton  or  frogs,  in  which  acetous  mat- 
ters, acid  cherries,  prunes,  and  the  like  fubacid 
fruits  have  been  boiled,  mav  be  allowed.  Like- 
wife  whey  prepared  with  canary-wine,  or  citron- 
juice,  or  cream  of  tartar.  Alfo  decodtions  of 
bread  of  a fomewhat  thick  confiftence,  may  be  gi- 
ven, obferving  proper  caution  in  ufing  them  fpa- 
ringly  and  feldom  during  the  violence  of  the  fe- 
ver, but  mere  liberally  and  frequently  after  a re- 
miffion  has  taken  place.  Very  good  nouriiliment 
may  alfo  be  derived  from  prunes,  cherries,  apples, 
and  pears,  boiled  in  water  or  wine,  and  fweetened 
with  a little  fugar,  which  taken  occafionally 
wonderfully  recruit  the  ftrength  without  being 
followed  by  any  bad  confequence,  provided  their 
employment  is  not  prevented  by  the  belly’s  being 
too  lax.  Eggs,  though  perfectly  frefh,  are  alto- 
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gether  forbidden  by  mcdern  writers,  as  being  ex- 
tremely liable  to  putrify ; but,  if  I mlilake  not, 
tliey  are  too  much  found  fault  with.  For  vrhen 
they  are  perfedlly  frefh  and  foft,  I never  faw  any 
bad  confcquence  enfue  from  ufiiig  them  with  cau- 
tion and  not  too  frequently 

Raw  eggs,  indeed,  are  very  liable  to  corrupt;  but  boiled  ones 
are  not : for  they  are  fo  much  changed  by  boiling  as  to  cohere 
more  firmly,  and  become  lefs  prone  to  putrefadtion.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  adtion  of  the  fire,  they  probably  exhale  the  fome- 
w^hat  on  which  their  putrid  difiblution  depends.  Fouquet,  (fur 
la  PetiteVerole,  T.  i.  p.154.),  however,  agrees  with  us  in  fuppo- 
fing  the  noxious  qualities  aferibed  to  eggs  to  have  been  exaggera- 
ted. For  what  worfe,  he  obferves,  can  be  faid  of  eggs  already  in 
a flate  of  putrefadlion  ? Galen  recommends  foft-boiied  eggs  by 
way  of  diet  to  patients  under  fever.  Mercatus,  Heurnius,  Pi- 
fo,  and  feverai  others,  approve  of  them  in  malignant  fevers  ; 
and  Boucher  entertains  the  fame  opinion,  as,  in  the  firft  ftage 
of  malignant  fevers,  he  allows  veal  and  chicken-broth,  and 
eggs.  Laftly,  the  fame  author  (ibid.)  fubjoins,  that  the  yolks 
of  eggs,  as  being  of  a faponaceous  and  emulfive  nature,  are 
very  good,  and  prove  even  more  certainly  demulcent  than 
emiilfions  of  almonds. 


406.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
cold  water  ought  to  be  employed  by 


The  drink. 
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way  of  drink.  It  is  rendered  more 
;rateful  by  the  addition  of  vinegar,  lemon  or  ci- 
tron juice,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  fweet- 
ciicd  with  a little  fugar.  In  its  place,  alfo,  may 
bc.fl;  be  fubftltutcd  ptifans  made  of  grafs-rcot, 
fciTcl-ieaves,  and  barley,  or  fimply  fountain- 
For  among  ^hefe,  the  defire  and 


V v (Li  i « 


Of  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


I eg 


ftrength  of  the  patient  ought  to  be  confalt- 
ed.  Nor  mud  we  negleft  paying  proper  atten- 
tion to  renewing  the  air  and  cleanliiieis,  where  fo 
much  corrupted  feces  are  paffed.  The  air  of  the 
chamber,  therefore,  ought  to  be  temperate,  ra- 
ther inclining  to  cold,  and  occafionaliy  impreg- 
nated with  the  vapours  of  vinegar.  But  it  is  of 
the  utmoft  confequencetorenev/  it  frequently,  left, 
being  charged  with  human  and  putrid  effluvia,  it 
acquire  a poifonous  acrimony,  as  it  is  knov/n  to  do, 
and  prove  remarkably  hurtful  to  patients.  Like- 
wife  the  patient’s  iliirt,  linen,  bed-cloaths,  and 
bed,  ought  to  be  occafionaliy  changed,  that  eve- 
ry 'putrid  and  corrupted  miafma  may  be  removed 
from  the  fyftem.  Nor  ought  the  patient’s  excre- 
ments to  be  allowed  to  remain  any  length  of  time 
in  his  apartment,  but  fhouid  be  quickly  removed, 
that  the  air  may  not  be  infedted  with  the  foulnefs 
proceeding  from  them.  For  it  is  furprifing  how 
much  pure  air  refrefhes  patients  labouring  under 
acute  and  putrid  difeafes,  and  checks  the  fever. 


THE  EEBRIS  HUNGARICA  *. 

( 

407*  malignant  gajlric  fevers,  (381. 

382.)  and  gajlrico-putrid  ones  (386.),  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  epidemic  kind,  both  in  its  nature  and 
type,  mufl:  be  referred  the  Febris  Flungarica, 


no 
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firft  obferveJ  in  the  year  1566,  or  rather  accu- 
rately defcribed  then  for  the  firft  time.  As  the 
fudor  Anglicus  receives  its  name  from  the  coun- 
try where  it  was  firft  obferved,  in  like  manner 
this  fever,  in  confequence  of  prevailing  in  Hun- 
gary and  camps,  is  called  the  Himgary  and  Camp 
fever.  But  it  alfo  occurs  in  other  fituations.  I 
remember  to  have  feen  it  rage  epidemically  in  a 
very  temperate,  and  otherwife  healthy  diftrict, 
namely  Aimilia,  and  particularly  in  Csefena,  in 
the  year  3767,  attended  with  nearly  the  fame 
fymptoms,  v^hich  are  faid  to  mark  its  appearance 
in  Hungary,  It  is  frequently  conjoined  with  dy- 
fentery ; in  which  cafe,  among  fome  writers,  it 
has  received  the  name  of  Febris  Maligna  Dyfen^ 
terica^  or  fimply  Malignant  Dyfentery, 

* Lues  Lannonidc^  feu  Febris  Ungar ic a Fheriodes^  vulgo  Cere- 
bri Vermis  of  Sclienck,  Obferv.  Medicin.  i.  vi.  obferv.  i.  Mor- 
bus Ungaricus^  et  Lues  Ungarica  ac  Pannonica^  or  the  Morbus 
Militaris  or  Cajlrenfts  of  Sennert,  de  Febrib.  1.  iv.  c.  xiv.  The 
Febris  Hungarica  or  Ca/lrefifis  of  Juncker,  Confp.  Med.  T.  i. 
tab.  74.  The  Amphimerma  Flungarica  of  Sauvages,  Nofol. 
Meth.  cl.  2.  gen.  iv.  fp.  9.  Ihe  Febrii  Hungarica  Cajlrenfts 
of  Junck.  tab.  74.  and  of  feverai  authors  mentioned  in  Cul- 
len’s Genera  Morb.  gen  v.  cl.  i.  ord.  i The  Phrenitis  Pan- 
nonica^ called  alfo  Morbus  Hungaricus  of  Carthenfer,  De  Morb» 
Endem.  p.  29.  Likewife  of  Peck,  De  Phrenit.  Pannojt.  Idio- 
path,  HaleCy  1739* 

408.  It  is  a fever  of  an  acute ^ malignant,  and 

epidemic  kind,  generally  hoftile  to 

Its  defcrlption.  . 

loldiers  itationed  in  camps,  ana,  on 
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account  of  its  being  eafily  transferred  into  bealtliy 
bodies  by  poifonous  miafmata,  it  is  alfo  contagious^ 
for  the  moft  part  obfervitig  the  type  of  a conti- 
nued quotidian,  and  ufually  appearing  and  conti- 
nuing to  rage  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
Auguft,  It  commences  about  evening,  attacking 
chiefly  thofe  of  a fanguine  and  plethoric  habit, 
rather  with  chillinefs  or  cold,  than  rigor,  fuc- 
ceeded  fhortly  after  by  exceflive  heat,  and  is  aggra- 
vated at  night,  abating  fomewhat  in  the  morning. 
The  patients  immediately  complain  of  exceflive 
headach,  heat,  and  almofl:  infufferable  thirft,  great 
lofs  of  flrength,  tenfion,  and  a peculiar  fenfatiou 
of  heat  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  rendering  the 
part  extremely  painful  to  the  touch.  The  pa- 
tient’s tongue  is  always  dry,  purple-coloured^^ 
fometimes  fwelled  or  cracked.  The  throat,  as  in 
angina,  is  frequently  inflamed,  painful,  and  fweli- 
ed.  About  the  third  or  fourth,  lefs  frequently 
the  feventh  day,  there  comes  on  delirium,  univer- 
fal  rednefs  of  the  face,  Ihining  of  the  eyes,  and 
turgefcence  of  the  veins  in  the  head.  In  addi- 
tion to  thefe  fymptoms,  it  puts  on  the  appear- 
ance, and  flrews  itfelf  to  be,  of  an  ardent  nature. 
Not  unfrequently  there  fupervene  hsemorrhages 
from  the  nofe,  hi^moptyfis,  conflant  watchings, 
naufea,  vomiting,  fometimes  dyfentery,  petechise, 
fwellings  of  the  parotids,  lethargy,  palfy,  and 
hemiplegia.  The  belly  is  fometimes  loofe,  fome- 
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times  bound.  The  pulfe  is  ftronger  and  greater 
at  firft  than  it  ufually  is  in  malignant  difeafes. 
Very  frequently  the  internal  parts  are  inflamed  ; 
and  this  inflammation,  when  excited  by  very  acrid 
lymph,  or  by  a poifonous  and  putrid  miafma,  is  apt 
to  degenerate  into  gangrene  and  fphacelus.  In  a 
great  many,  nay  in  almoft  all  cafes,  the  hearing 
becomes  dull.  Loofenefs  frequently  is  a good 
fymptom.  The  difeafe  terminates  on  the  four- 
teenth day,  or  at  fartheft  the  twentieth. 

409.  Thefe  vary  greatly  according  to  the  tem- 
perament, age,  fex,  climate,  predifpo- 

The  fymptorr.s  r r 1 t • 

almoft  peca-  Img  caiiies,  and  Other  preceamg  cir- 
iiar  to  It.  cumftances,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 

mod  difeafes,  particularly  epidemic  ones,  and  thofe 
combined  vvrith  other  complaints.  But  the  fymp- 
toms  almoft  uniformly  diftinguifhing  this  fever 
from  others,  are  intenfe  and  conftant  headach,  dry, , 
fwelled,  parched  tongue,  refembling  a cinder,  ex- 
cruciating pain  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  fluihed 
face,  and  a fomewhat  ftronger  and  fuller  pulfe, , 
than  is  obfervable  in  other  malignant  and  perni-- 

cious  complaints.  It  has  many  fym- 
^ toms  ill  comiBori  with  the  petechial 

difeafe,  or  with  the  true  petechial 
ver^  of  which  we  fhall  treat  hereaf-- 
ter.  But  it  difibrs  from  it  in  the  violence  of  the: 
pulfe,  and  in  the  greater  feverity  of  the  complaint, 
and  fometimes  in  its  not  being  attended  wuth  pe- 
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iechice.  Befides,  in  the  petechial  difeafe  we  can 
fcarcely  find  that  painful  tenfion,  particularly  fe- 
vere  to  the  touch,  which,  as  I have  already  ob» 
ferved,  was  felt  in  the  epigaftrium  of  perfons 
labouring  under  this  fever,  unlefs  it  be  combined 
with  a bilious  and  gaftric  colluvies. 

410.  Impure  and  molft  air,  night-cold  fucceed« 
ing  a warm  day,  ftagnant  or  cox- 

m » Caiifcs* 

rupted  \vaters,  the  effluvia  and 
drinking  of  thefe,  bad  living  of  any  kind,  un- 
wholefome  diet,  the  heat  of  fummer,  exceffive 
labour,  long-continued  watching,  wearinefs,  fear, 
rage,  and  other  affedions  of  the  mind,  either  of 
long  continuance,  or  reprelTed,  and  putrid  miaf- 
mata,  comprehend  the  preceding  caufes.  And 
if  attention  be  paid  to  thefe,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  the  fymptoms  accompanying  the  fever, 
and  the  evacuations  by  the  belly,  or  vomiting, 
by  which  it  is  often  refolved,  it  will  appear  not 
improbable  that  this  fever  belongs  to  the  more 
malignant  and  complicated  gaftric  ones;  as  Selle*, 
Pringle  f , Tiftbt  and  others,  do  not  hefitate 
to  declare.  And  in  fad:  it  feems  that  it  ought  to  be 
derived  partly  from  vitiated  chyle,  chiefly  of  the 
bilious  kind,  and  partly  from  a putrid  diathefis  of 
the  blood.  The  laft  taint  originates  from  the  for- 
mer, on  account  of  the  gaftric  and  bilious  collu- 
vies being  imparted  to  the  blood,  and  affeding 
its  crafts.  Sometimes,  however,  either  the  fam^ 


VoL.  II.  H 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


1 14 

caufes  inducing  the  vitiated  condition  of  the 
chyle,  likewife  communicate  the  taint  to  the 
blood,  or  the  contagious  and  putrid  miafma  im- 
mediately infedts  and  diffolves  the  bile  and  blood, 
and  irritates  and  deranges  the  nervous  fyftem. 

* Rudim.  Pyretol.  Meth.  p.  230. 
f Difeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  3.  cap.  4.  § iv. 

J De  Febr.  Bilios.  art.  gen.  et  cauf.  p.  ii.  & 12. 


PROGNOSIS. 

41 1.  All  the  obfervations  which  have  hi- 
therto been  advanced  concerning  the  prognoftic 
.marks  of  acute  and  malignant  fevers,  both  in 
general  and  particular,  are  likewife  applicable  to 
this  fever.  It  is  generally  a very  dangerous  dif- 
eafe,  and  the  more  malignant  and  obhinate  the 
fymptoms  are,  the  greater  the  debility  is,  the 

greater  is  the  danger.  But  certain 
fymptoms  require  peculiar  confide- 
ration,  as  giving  us  reafon  to  fear  a 
fatal,  or  affording  hopes  of  a falutary^ermination. 
Violent  and  long-continued  headach,  fcarcely 
yielding  to  any  remedies,  accompanied  with  de- 
lirium or  watching,  or  urgent  delirium  by  itfelf, 
indicate  the  probability  of  phrenitis  fupervening. 
Likewnfe,  pain  and  heat  about  the  epigaftrium  and 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  if  it  continues  long  without  any 
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abatement,  denotes  the  approach  of  Inflammation 
of  the  Itomach,  liver,  or  diaphragm.  Nor  is  lefs 
apprehenfion  occafioned  by  frequent  and  obftinate 
vomiting  of  matter  of  various  appearances,  than 
by  putrid  watery  ftools,  exhaufting  the  flrength, 
of  a black  colour,  and  cadaverous  fmell,  or  ha- 
ving  the  appearance  of  dyfentery.  An  open 
belly,  improving  the  flrength,  and  mitigating 
the  fymptoms,  removing  the  bilious  humours, 
of  Itfelf  Is  a good  prognoftic  ; but  a bound 
belly  is  not  fo  fafe.  Angina,  and  In  particular 
aphtha  about  the  throat,  are  efleemed  more 
dangerous  even  than  fwellings  of  the  paro- 
tids. Petechia  are  generally  the  confequence  of 
a putrid  and  dangerous  dilTolution  of  the  blood, 
and  are  rarely  critical.  In  like  manner,  excef- 
five  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe  are  referable  to 
the  fame  very  dangerous  caufe.  When  mode- 
rate, however,  but  eafy  and  fufficiently  copious, 
and  happening  on  the  critical  days,  they  fre- 
quently afford  relief  to  the  headach,  and  bring 
the  complaint  to  a better  crifis.  But  thofe  which 


take  place  by  drops,  and  not  fufficiently  copioufly, 


generally  denote  a fatal  termination. 
Laftly,  deafnefs,  If  it  come  on  du- 


Deafnefs,  when 
not  to  be  fear- 


ring the  progrefs,  or  at  the  height 

of  the  complaint,  frequently  is  the  forerunner  of 


a favourable  event. 
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CURE. 

2 12.  Violent  headach,  ardent  heat,  a ilrong 
great  pulfcj  exceffive  thirft,  and  internal  heat, 

as  they  give  reafon  for  fufpeding 

^ ^ ^ inflammation,  fo  do  they  feem  to 

indicate  bleeding.  It  has  alfo  been  fhewn  by 
experience,  that  nothing  is  found  to  be  more  ef- 
ficacious or  convenient,  both  for  mitigating  thofe 
fymptoms,  a,nd  for  preventing  phrenitis  and 
other  fad  effects  of  the  complaint,  than  large  and 
fpeedy  blood-letting.  Therefore,  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  complaint,  that  is,  on  the  firft  or 
fecond  day  from  the  attack,  blood  ought  to  be 
drawn,  but  very  copioufly,  according  as  the  age, 
temperament,  habit  of  body,  and  ftrength  of 
the  patient,  admit  i I fay,  at  the  very  beginning, 
before  the  putrefadion  advances  far,  deftroys 
the  crafis  of  the  blood,  and  exhaufts  the  vital 
powers.  For  nothing  is  more  hoftile  to  the  ner- 
vous fenfibility,  and  irritability  of  the  miifcles, 
than  a putrid  or  corrupted  humour  or  miafma, 
But  it  muft  be  drawn  copioufly,  that  we  may 
quickly  oppofe  any  inflammation  prefent,  and 
that  it  may  be  adequate  to  prevent  an  attack  of 
phrenitis  or  angina  If,  however,  the  pulfe 
be  fmall  and  languid,  and  if  the  putrid  and  ma-. 
lignant  contagion  has  excited  fever,  that  remedy 
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is  either  confidered  as  hurtful,  or  at  leaft  muft 
be  employed  with  caution.  Yet,  If  it  be  necef- 
fary,  we  may  draw  blood  ft  ill  more  fafely  by 
cupping-glaffes  applied  to  the  calves  of  the  legs, 
or  to  the  back,  or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples 


or  anus. 

* Not  a few  of  the  moderns,  in  thefe  and  fimilar  fevers, 
remark  two  ftages,  one  inflammatory^  as  it  is  called,  which  pre- 
cedes j the  othtx  putrid,  which  fucceeds  to  it,  and  is,  as  it  were, 
derived  from  the  former.  And  they  hold  it  to  be  an  indifpu- 
table  axiom.  That  the  inflammatory  ftage  generally  terminates 
in  the  putrid  one,  becaufe  they  obferve  the  gaftric  fevers,  or 
gaflrico-putrid  ones,  or  others  of  a fimilar  ftamp,  at  the  be- 
ginning put  on  an  inflammatory  appearance  ; and,  after  a few 
days,  the  marks  of  putrefaction  become  more  manifeft.  In 
‘which  refpeCl,  I fhall  not  at  prefent  pretend  to  determine  how 
far  they  fwerve  from  the  truth.  I fuppofe,  however,  that  they 
may  have  been  of  the  gaftric  or  putrid  kind  from  the  beginning, 
but  frequently  combined  with  an  inflammatory  diathefis ; and 
that,  on  its  being  removed,  they  are  not  converted  into 
putrid  ones,  but  become  more  manifeftly  what  they  al- 
ready were,  and  continue  as  fuch.  For  true  and  pure  in- 
flammatory fevers,  have  fcarcely  ever  been  obferved  to  pafs 
from  the  inflammatory  to  the  putrid  ftate,  when  properly 
treated. 


413.  After  which  the  fyftem  muft  be  gently 
evacuated,  upwards  and  dowmwards, 

(391.  to  396.) ; and  it  is  alfo  necef- 
fary  to  employ  nitre  and  fubacids  to  qualify  the 
bile,  and,  laft  of  all,  bland  remedies  to  excite  per- 
fpiration.  But  thefe  laft  are  extremely  advanta- 
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geous,  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  complaint^ 

if  it  has  arifen  vrlthout  any  vitiation  of  the  chyle^ 

in  confequence  of  being  propagated  by  contagion. 

Among  thefe  the  chief  are.  Inch 
Aiexipharmacs.  eftccmed  to  be  of  an  alexi- 

pharmac  and  antifceptic  nature,  as  camphor,  the- 
riac,  fpiritus  mendereri,  volatile  fait  of  hartfnorn, 
impregnated  with  citron-juice,  and  other  fuch  re- 
medies, recommended  elfewhere  (397.  398.  et 
feq.)*  But  when  delirium  is  threatened,  and  no 

abatement  of  the  headach  take& 
place,  according  to  Ettmuller  and 
Salius,  bleeding  from  the  frontal 
and  fublingual  veins  proves  ferviceable.  Perhaps, 
alfo,  the  temporal  artery  may  be  opened  with  ad- 
vantage; from  which  it  is  very  probable,  that  blood 
is  drawn  without  weakening  the  vital  powers. 
The  very  great  advantage  of  arterictomy  in  fuch 
difeafes  was  formerly  experienced  by  Zaverius 
Manetti,  a phyfician  of  the  moft  approved  ge- 
nius, learning,  and  praftice  in  the  epidemic  pu- 


trid peripneumonies,  which  attacked  in  particu- 
lar the  common  people  in  the  year  1781  at  Flo- 
rence*. It  is  likewife  proper  to  apply  to  the  back- 
part  of  the  head,  previoufly  deeply  fcarified,  a 
cupping-glafs,  by  means  of  which,  as  anatomy 
teaches  us,  revulfion  from  the  brain  itfelf  is  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed.  Blifters,  alfo,  behind  the  ears, 
or,  if  the  patient  labours  under  coma,  applied  to 
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the  whole  hairy  fcalp  previoufly  fliaved,  afford 
the  greatefi:  relief,  as  we  are  affured  by  practi- 
tioners of  the  greateft  experience.  With  refpedl 
to  the  other  particulars  of  the  treatment,  that  of 
the  gaftric  fevers  already  delivered  (390.)  may 
be  confiilted  f . 

* Confulto  con  annotaz.  e aggiuntCy  pag.  40.  annot.  8. 

'I'  Does  the  yellow  fever  of  America  deferve  a place  here  ? If 
its  fymptoms  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the  febris  Hunga-rica^ 
a flriking  refemblance  between  them  wall  be  found.  Their 
caufes,  alfo,  do  not  differ  much.  Some  criterion,  however, 
feems  to  be  afforded  by  the  yellow  fever  being  efleemed  ende- 
mic in  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  its  being  particularly  hoflile  to 
ftrangers,  by  its  very  rapid  tendency  to  death,  by  its  appear- 
ing more  putrid  and  deftrudtive,  and  by  its  being  accompanied 
with  the  yellow  colour,  as  a peculiar  fymptom,  from  whence 
its  name  is  derived.  Sauvages  referred  it  to  the  continent  fe- 
vers, and  named  it  typhus  itierodes.  By  others,  however,  it  is 
confidered  as  a remittent,  and  in  the  London  Practice  of  Aledi- 
cincj  it  has,  in  fadt,  been  referred  to  this  clafs,  and  perhaps  not 
improperly,  as  it  has  been  fom.etimes  known  to  pafs  into  an 
intermittent.  But  fince  its  nature  is  not  fufficiently  wxli 
known,  authors  not  yet  being  decided  to  what  genus  of  fevers 
it  ought  to  be  aferibed,  and  I myfelf  have  never  feen  it,  I hold 
it  better  in  a manner  to  pafs  it  over,  than  to  offer  any  obfer- 
vations  upon  it  rafhly.  I fliail,  however,  here  fubjoin  its  fy-- 
nonyms^  from  which  the  reader  will  be  able  to  learn  the  paf- 
fages  and  authors  from  whence  he  may  obtain  a more  ample 
and  fatisfadfory  defeription  of  the  complaint.  The  yellow  fever 
of  America^  of  Lining.  Diar»  Med.  Vandenn.  T viii.  May 
1 7 5 8.  p.  408.  The  malignant  yellow  fever  of  the  Wef  Indies^  of 
Makittrick.  Differt.  Edin.  1766,  and  vol.  i.  of  Ibylog.  feledt, 
opufe.  of  Baidinger,  p.  87.  The  malignant  bilious  fever  (yellow) 
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of  Amtricay  of  Jo.  Moultrie.  Dijfert.  Edinb.  1749’  ^ 
Baldinger,  p.  163.  They^wr  of  the  JVef  Indies,  called  by  the 
Spanifh  vomito  pretto,  by  the  French  the  Difeofe  of  Siam,  or 
Fievre  de  Matelot,  Eond.  PraSf.  of  Med.  fell.  ili.  chap.  iii.  It 
feems  more  proper  to  refer  to  the  malignant  and  putrid  gaftric 
fevers,  dsxt  amphimerina  paludofa  of  Sauvages,  (fp.  18.),  and  the 
amphimerina  hiliofa  of  the  fame,  (fp.  20.)  ; although,  on  account 
of  their  eafily  pafling  into  intermitting  fevers,  they  might  alfo, 
perhaps,  be  transferred  to  the  fevers  named  complicata:  and 
compofta. 


THE  FEBRIS  CATARRHALIS  MALIGNA  OF  THE 

GERMANS 

/ 

4f4.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  febris  Hun-^ 
garica,  fo  the  febris  catarrhalis  maligna,  or  pete^ 
chi%ans  of  the  Germans,  feems  more  properly  to 
come  under  the  head  of  thofe  gaftric  fevers  which 
preferve  the  type  of  a continued  quotidian,  occa- 
fionally  aggravated  every  other  day,  than  that  of 
the  catarrhal  fevers  (340.]  from  which  it  has  im- 
properly received  its  name.  I do  not  deny,  how- 
ever, that  true  catarrhal  fevers  may  fometimes^ 
be  attended  with  malignity,  which  I have  already 
(356.)  affumed  as  a matter  of  facft: ; but  I con- 
tend, from  comparing  the  defcriptlons  of  Stahl, 

t _ 

Koifman,  Juncker,  Eller,  and  others,  that  the 
prefent  fever,  although  denominated  by  them 
malignant  catarrhal  fever,  differs  very  widely 
from  the  true  catarrhal  fever.  For,  if  I am  not 
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much  deceived,  it  is  a kind  of  continued  re- 
mitting fever,  generally  epidemic,  and  of  a bad 
ftamp,  very  fimilar  to  the  fchris  Hungarica  juft 
now  defcribed,  and  which,  after  Helfter,  I would 
without  hefitation  clafs  among  the  malignant  ga^ 
firic^  or  gafttico-putrld  fevers.  For,  on  invefti- 
gating  the  fymptoms,  effects,  and  caufes  of  each, 
I find  fo  great  an  affinity  betwixt  them,  that  the 
fever,  of  which  we  now  treat,  feems  to  depend 
entirely  upon  a vitiated  ftate  of  the  chyiification, 
and  a putrid  taint  of  the  blood.  Befides,  we  are 
affured  by  refpedtable  authors,  that  it  is  generally 
refolved  by  a gentle  and  continued  loofenefs, 
which  is  a fymptom  almoft  peculiar  to  the  gaftric 
fevers. 

* Synonyms.  The  fehris  petechizans  of  Stahl,  Opufc.  chymic\ 
phyf,  med.  menf,  jun.  p.  660.  The  fehris  epidemica  petechizans  of 
tlie  fame,  1.  c.  p.  608.  The  quotidiana  continua  phlegmatica  praei- 
pue  a phlegmate  falfo  veterum  of  the  fame,  1.  c.  p.  621.  The  fe- 
bris epidemica  exanthematica  catarrhalisy  or  petechizans  of  Hoff- 
man, Mied.  Rat.  Sy/l.  T.  4.  fe6t.  i,  c.  x.  The  fehris  catarrhalis 
maligna  petechizans  of  Juncker,  1.  c.  tab.  72.  The  fehris  catar- 
rhalis maligna  of  Ludwig,  Inf  it.  Med.  CUn.  P.  i.  c.  i.  fub~ 
feeff.  2.  § 120.  The  fehris  catarrhalis  maligna  cum^  vel  fne^, 
exanthematibus  apparens  of  Eller,  Ohferv.  de  cog.  et  cur  morb. 
fe6l.  vi.  p.  89.  Ed.  Ven.  The  fehris  catarrhalis  maligna  of  Nei- 
feld.  Rat.  Med.  Part  i.  fubfedf.  vi.  p.  loi.  The  fehris  petechia- 
Us  fpuria  of  Bianchiili,  or  the  catarrhalis  maligna^  aut  quotidiana 
continua  fer  of  a aliis  of  the  fame,  Letter.  Med.  Pratic.  intorno  all 
indole  delle  febhri  maligne^  Let.  iv.  p.  129. 

415.  But  according  to  the  diverfity  and  vio- 
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lence  of  the  preceding  caufes,  according-  to  the 

variety  of  air,  feafons,  climate,  and 

Various  opinions.  ^ 

conititution,  it  aiiumes  various  and 
complicated  fymptoms  ; whence  Ludwig  with 
good  reafon  concluded,  that  the  fame  fever  at  one 
time  might  be  denominated  bilious^  at  another 
Jlomachic^  fometimes  putrid^  or  even  petechial  fe- 
ver. It  belongs,  however,  to  nothing  lefs  than 
to  the  catarrhal  fevers.  For,  although,  after  the 
manner  of  quotidian  catarrhal  fevers,  it  is  gene- 
rally aggravated  towards  evening,  fometimes, 
like  the  double  continued*  tertian,  alternate  accef- 
fions  more  violent  in  degree  take  place.  And, 
according  to  Brendelius,  who  is  fupported  by  Sau- 
vages  ^5  it  is  not  always  accompanied  v/ith  ca- 
tarrhal affeftions,  fo  as  to  receive  its  name  from 
that  circumftance,  but  only  fometimes,  and  par- 
ticularly when  it  is  fucceeded  by  the  autumnal  or 
winter  feafon,  after  having  prevailed  fome  time. 
Whence  I imagine  it  has  happened,  that  phyfi- 
cians  of  confiderable  eminence,  from  the  circum- 
ftance of  the  catarrhal  affe(ftions  being  fuperadded, 
though  not  always  prefent,  have  been  mifled ; rea- 
dily concluding,  as  if  thefe  conftituted  the  nature  of 
the  fever,  firft  that  it  was  catarrhal,  next  malignant 
and  epidemic,  from  the  bad  fymptoms  of  malig- 
nant fevers  which  they  difeovered  in  It.  For,  be- 
fides  the  hidden  lofs  of  ftrength,  and,  in  general,  a 
fmall  weak  pulfe, not  unfrequently  break 
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out  in  it ; and  it  is  not  unattended  with  the  more 
violent  fymptoms  common  to  exanthematic  com- 
plaints. But  lince,  in  ^QXi^xd^L^petecbi^ ^ although  in 
fome  meafure  pointed  out  by  their  fymptoms,  do 
not  appear  in  it,  juftifying  its  being  named  pete- 
chial^ having  recourfe  to  a new  and  barbarous 

term,  they  have  denominated  it  petechi%ans, 

* L.  c.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  vi.  fp.  13. 

416.  Eller,  a phyfician  of  very  great  eminence, 
and  a moft  careful  obferver  of  difeafes,  has  come 
nearer  to  Ludwig’s  (415*)  opinion.  For  he  fup- 
pofes  it  to  be  a fever  of  a malignant  and  epide- 
mic kind  ; and  he  afcribes  to  it  al!  the  fymp- 
toms belonging  to  other  malignant  fevers.  Nay, 
he  eonfelfes  that  he  has  obferved  in  it  all  kinds  of 
exanthematous  eruptions,  fiich  as  the  miliary 
eruption,  both  of  the  red  and  white  kind,  pellu- 
cid veficles,  as  well  as  peticulee,  tie  therefore 
does  not  confider  it  as  fubjed;  to  one  kind  of 
exanthematous  eruption  only,  entitling  it  to  the 
name  oi petechi%ans ; but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is 
a kind  of  fever,  comprehending  almoft  all  the  other 
fpecies  of  malignant  fevers.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  not  my  defign  to  inveftigate  their  opinions 
in  this  place  ; in  this,  hovrever,  we  agree,  that  the 
fever  in  queftion  differs  widely  from  the  catarrhal 
one,a  faftwhich  w'as  well  known  to  Eianchirii,  late- 
ly profeffor  of  the  pradice  at  Padua  * It  will  not 
appear  rafh,  therefore,  if  I expunge  it  from  the 


( 


124  OF  remittent  fevers. 

fpecies  of  catarrhal  fevers,  and  believe,  if  it  be» 
longs  to  any  genus  of  fevers  in  particular,  that  it 
comes  under  the  head  of  the  maligi^ant  gajiric  fe- 
vers^ or  gaflrico-puUid^  as  well  as  the  epidemic 
and  contagious  ones,  as  we  have  already  re* 
marked* 

L.  c. 

417.  The  fymptoms  and  caufes  are  the  fame 
which  we  have  already  remarked  in  the  malig- 
nant fevers,  efpecially  the  gaftric 

Symptoms  and  , ? • n i i r 

caufes.  ones,  Diit  chietiy  akin  to  thoie 
v/hich  more  frequently  occur  in  the 
fehris  Hungarica*  Thofe  which  are  efteemed,  as 
it  were,  peculiar  to  it,  are  anginous  altedlions, 
aphthse  in  the  throat,  pain  of  the  joints  and 
hack,  long  watching,  delirium,  tremors  of  the 
nerves,  dejedion  of  mind  and  body,  vertigo, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  fainting,  naufea,  vomit- 
ing, ioofenefs,  and  the  like.  Sauvages  lays  fo 
' much  ftrefs  on  the  anginous  affedlions  in  this 
fever,  that  he  has  without  hefitation  fet  down 
the  epidemic,  malignant,  ulcerous,  and  putrid  an- 
ginas, deferibed  by  Foreft,  Riverius,  and  others, 
as  fynonyms  of  this  fever.  But  according  as  a . 
gaftric  colluvies,  or  malignant,  epidemic,  or  con- 
tagious miafma,  in  fome  meafiii'e  corrupting  the 
blood,  prevails  in  this  fever,  the  plan  of  cure 
ought  to  be  twofold.  In  the  former  cafe,  the 
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moft  fuitable  Is  v/hat  we  have  already  fhewn 
ought  to  be  employed  with  refped:  ^ 

to  the  gaftric  feveis  ; in  the  latter, 
after  moderate  and  cautious  bleeding,  and  gentle 
vomiting,  aiitifeptics  and  gentle  diaphoretics 
complete  the  cure*  But  in  each  kind,  the  fim- 
pleft  and  mildeft  method  of  cure  is  neceffary,  and 
preferable  to  more  decided  pradlice*  Fcr  we 
learn  by  experience,  that  in  fuch  fevers,  phyii- 
cians  have  often  efFedled  more  by  delay  than  ac- 
tivity. 


SOME  OTHER  AMPHIMERIN^  of  SAUVAGES. 

418.  It  remains  for  me  to  add  to  the  continued 
quotidians  already  defcribed,  many 

, r • r Sauvares’s  fpecies 

Other  Ipecies,  wnicn  i oblerve  rerer-  are  examined, 
red  by  Sauvages  to  this  genus  of 
fevers.  But  of  tv/enty  fpecies,  which  have  been 
eftablifhed  by  him,  not  a few  diifer  from  the  con- 
tinued quotidians  of  the  remittent  clafs,  and  feern 
to  belong  either  to  intermitting  fevers,  or  to 
the  compound  ones,  or,  even  though  they  did 
belong  to  the  amphimerince ^ or  rather  to  the  ca-- 
themerin<^^  as  they  are  called  by  the  ancients  (a)^ 
and  particularly  Pliny,  they  may  eafily  be  brought 
under  the  head  of  the  fpecies  which  1 have  enu- 
merated, as  diftindions,  cr  varieties  of  them. 
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For  the  amphimerina  epiala  (Z>),  the  amphhnerina 
fyncopalis  (r),  the  amphimerina  cardiaca  (/^),  the 
amphimerina  humor  of  a [e)y  the  amphimerina  phrU 
codes  {^f)^  the  ampjhimerina  fingultuofa  {g)^  and, 
laftly,  the  amphemerina  fpafmodica^  and  amphime- 
rina  phrenitica  (i?),  have  been  improperly  refer- 
red to  the  clafs  of  remittents,  fmce,  in  their  na- 
ture, they  are  intermittents,  or  arife  from  them, 
rnoft  of  them  belonging  to  the  perniciofce  comitates j 
or  fubcontinucs  of  Torti.  Thus  the  amphimerina 
hemitritaus  (i),  as  alfo  the  amphimerina  pfeudo^he- 
mitritccus  (/j,  are  more  properly  claffed  with  the 
compound  or  com.piicated  fevers,  or  the  tritceo- 
phy<^  duplices.  With  refpedt  to  the  amphimerina 
paludofa  the  amphimerina  biliofa  [n)  ; thefe 
undoubtedly  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  putrid 
and  malignant  gafric  fever,^  of  which  mention 
has  been  already  made  at  confiderable  length.  I 
am  inclined  likewife  to  refer  to  the  gaftric  fever 
the  amphimerina  peripneumonica  (o),  but  only 
when  combined  with  the  inflammatory  diathe- 
fis.  ' For  the  peripneumony,  obferyed  in  it,  was 
a fymptom  of  the  gaftric  fever,  obferving  the 
type  of  the  double  continued  quotidian.  Enough, 
then,  of  the  continued  quotidians,  or  amphime- 
rin^e  ; it  remains  for  us  to  explain  the  continued 
tertian. 

{a)  See  Galen,  comment.  3.  w prim,  epidem,  Hippocratis, 
where,  he  obferves,  that  quotidian  fevers,  v/hich  do  not  inter- 
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mit,  are  called  ; and  tho(e  which  have  an  apyrexia, 

; contrary  to  the  acceptation  of  the  word,  according 
to  Sauvages.  Thefe  two  words,  however,  may  be  employed 
in  the  fame  fenfe  at  pleafure.  (b)  Sp.  2.  which  feems  to  be  of 
the  genus  of  perniciof^  dcfcribed  by  Torti,  (c)  Sp.  3.  is  the 
tertiana  duplex  pernlciofa  comitata  of  the  fame.  (J)  Sp.  4.  {e) 

5*  (/)  ^P*  algida  of  Torti  j which,  however, 

differs  widely  from  that  of  Marcellus  Donatus,  with  which  it 
is  confounded  by  Sauvages  in  this  place  ; for  that  which  Sau- 
vages adduces  from  the  Hyi.  mirah.  L 5.  c.  4.  of  Marcellus  Do- 
natus, was  fymptomatic,  having  arifcn  from  mortal  wounds 
in  the  head,  and  altogether  diftin6l  from  the  algida  of  Forti. 
(g)  Sp.  12.  here  the  continued  and  malignant  fever  of  Riverius 
{(dentur,  i.  ohferv.  47.  and  centur.  3.  obferv.  78.)  is  fet  down  as 
a fynonym.  Concerning  the  firff,  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  defcription,  whether  it  was  a continued  quotidian,  or  an 
intermitting  fever.  But  if  it  really  was  a continued  fever, 
it  appears  to  me  certainly  to  have  been  a gaftric  one, 
combined  with  an  inflammatory  diatheiis.  The  other,  again, 
v/as  not  a continued  amphimerina^  but  the  intermitting  cho^ 
leric  tertian  of  Torti,  i.  e.  a pernlciofa  comitata,  {f)  Sp.  15. 
is  deferibed  in  the  diarium  of  Vandermond,  an.  1 757?  p*  97-  and 
was  treated  with  the  Peruvian  bark.  It  muff,  therefore,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  intermitting  fevers  named  pernicious,  (i)  Sp.  1 7. 
here  he  quotes  Mercatus  on  tertian  fever.  But  Mercatus  aferibes 
to  the  pernicious  tertian  the  phrenitis  (prima  tertiance  perniciofa 
differentia  D.J.  But  the  tertian  is  then  an  intermitting  fever, 
whether  it  be  fimple  or  double.  (/)  Sp.  7.  belongs  to  the  com^ 
pofitecy  or  complicate,  {m)  Sp.  8.  this  alfo  comes  under  the 
fame  defcription,  or  belongs  to  the  double  triteophye,  becaufe 
Sauvages  confounds  it  with  the  double  continued  tertia?t  of  Werl- 
hof : it  is  therefore  not  an  amphimerina.  [n)  Sp.  1 8.  (o') 

Sp.  20.  (p)  Sp.  14. 
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THE  CONTINUED  TERTIAN  ind  CAUSUS  f. 

419.  As  the  continued  quotidian  fuffers  an 
exacerbation  daily,  fo  does  the  continued  tertian 
every  other  day,  being  attended  with  a fimilar 

remiffion,  but  never  attaining  an 
^tife^cont?ten°^  intermiffion.  In  this  fever  the 

acceffions  are  preceded  neither  by 
ihivering,  nor  rigor,  nor  remarkable  cold, 
except  the  firft  or  fecond  one,  which  gene- 
rally commence  with  cold  or  fliivering.  Nor 
does  fweat  break  out  during  the  remiffions,  un- 
lefs  very  feldom  ; and,  if  it  ever  does,  it  is  very 
flight,  irregularly  diffufed,  difficult,  and  for  the 
moil  part  affords  no  relief,  the  difeafe  being  flill 
imperfedlly  formed ; or,  as  more  frequently  hap- 
pens, it  breaks  forth  at  an  unfeafonable  time,  and 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  paroxyfms,  without 
alleviating  the  complaint.  By  which  peculia- 
rities it  is  diftinguiflied  from  the  intermitting  er- 
tian. 

* Synonyms.  The  triixophya  of  Sauvages,  cl.  2.  ord.^ 
2.  gen.  vii.  The  tertiana  Interpojtta  remljjwne  tantum^  or  the 
ieriiana  of  Cullen,  gen.  morb.  cl.  i.  ord.  i.  gen.  ‘1.  ii.  The  /ri- 
iicus  of  Liim^us,  gen.  morb.  ii.  critici  iii.  exacerbant  gen.  morb. 
xxi.  The  tritceophyes  febris  of  Gorter,  Prax.  med.  fyji.  /.  5. 
iit.  4.  200.  commonly  the  continued  tertian. 

f The  ardens  periodica  of  Riverius,  De  feb.  putr.  cap.  i.  The  * 
.caufos  of  Hippocrates,  Epid.  m.feB.  3.  {a).  The  caujusy  or  • 
d^ris  ardens  of  Galen,  Comment,  iii.  in  Epid.  Hip.  1.  3. 
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(a)  i have  already  (par.  55.  note  *)  mendoned  an  opinion  of 
Le  Roy,  who  contends,  that  Hippocrates  fin  Hifl,  i.  feEf,  iiL 
1.  3.  epid.)  has  employed  the  name  caufoSy  not  to  denote  any  pe- 
culiar fever,  but  to  exprefs  any  very  acute  and  fatal  one.  But 
had  he  attended  to  the  obfervations  wdiich  Hippocrates  makes 
in  the  defcription  of  the  third  epidemic  conftitution  of  the 
fame  book,  he  would  probably  have  changed  his  opinion.  For 
For  in  that  part  of  his  work  the  following  palTage  oc- 
curs : “ The  nature  of  the  ardent  fevers  was  this  : The  pa- 
tients from  the  beginning  were  comatofe,  anxious,  alfc(fbed 
with  fhivering,  the  fever  v/as  acute,  they  were  not  very  thir- 
fty,  nor  delirious.  There  was  little  difcharge  from  the  nofe, 
exacerbations  occurred  on  moft  of  the  even  days.  During 
which  lofs  of  memory,  refoiution  of  the  flrength,  and  lofs  of 
i^oice  were  experienced.  The  extremities  of  their  hands  and  feet 
were  always  fomewhat  cold,  efpecially  during  the  exacerbations: 
and  they  again  flowly,  but  imperfedliy,  recovered  their  heat, 
fenfe,  and  fpeech.”  And  in  epid.  i.  Jlat.  iii.  he  feems  to  fpeak 
Hill  more  clearly  : ««  When,  therefore,  the  ardent  fevers  be- 
gan, it  was  implied  that  danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  The 
patients  from  the  beginning  were  affedfed  with  acute  fever, 
but  little  rigor  *,  they  were  wakeful,  bore  their  fulferings  with 
difficulty  j there  was  third,  little  fweat  on  the  forehead  and 
(boulders,  and  none  over  the  reft  of  the  body  ; they  were  ex- 
tremely delirious,  and  affedfed  with  fear  and  defpondency  ; 
the  diftant  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  extremities  of  the  feet  and 
hands,  were  coldifh  ; paroxyfms  occurred  on  the  even  days  ; 
the  uneafinefs  of  the  patients  was  generally  greateft  on  the 
fourth  day,  and  the  cold  fweats  of  longeft  continuance  ; nor 
did  the  extremities  afterwards  recover  their  heat,  but  remained 
Hvid  and  coldifh  , they  had  no  thirft  ^ their  urine  was  black, 
thin,  and  fparing  ; nor  was  any  blood  difcharged  from  the 
nofe  ; nor  did  a return  of  health  take  place  in  any  of  thofe, 
in  whom  fuch  fymptoms  occurred,  with  a flight  difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  nofe,  but  they  were  carried  off  in  a fweat,  on 
the  fixtli  day. 


V OL. 
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420.  It  fometimes  happens  that  filch  accef- 
fions  return  not  every  other  day,  but  daily  ; one 

day,  however,  more  fevere,  ano- 
ther  lefs  fo,  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
both  in  the  hour  of  attack  and  inten- 
fity  of  their  courfe,  they  are  every  other  day  fi- 
milar  to  each  other,  if  not  quite  the  fame.  But 
the  more  fevere  ones  do  not  always  occur  on  the 
unequal  days,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed  ; for  the 
fame  thing  happens  on  the  even  days,  and  is 
efteemed  to  be  an  unfavourable  fymptom  by  Flip- 
pocrates.  Hence,  from  fuch  courfes  being  daily 
run,  it  is  named  double  continue tertian.  Each 
of  thefe  kinds,  or  both  the  fimple  and  double,  are 
fometimes  named  by  the  particular  term  tritao- 

phyce^^  though  this  name  feems  more 
^^^t^iophyge!  applicable  to  thofe  continued  quoti- 
dians, which  are  aggravated  at  each 
acceffion  with  cold  or  Ihivering  f,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  intermittents,  efpecially  fuch  as  are 
called  fidnntrantes^  (71.  102.  128.  >,  between ivhich 
and  the  tritseophyse  there  certainly  is  a confiderable 
affinity,  in  refpech  to  their  period,  and  the  fhiver- 
ing,  rigor,  or  cold,  with  which  they  are  attended ; 
although  they  differ  widely  in  their  origin,  effence, 
and  the  danger  accompanying  them. 


* Sauvages  Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  vii. 

f Raym.  Jo.  Fortis  de  febrih.  p.  91.  who  diftinguilhed  the: 
trlteoph'^de.  from  continued  tertians,  becaufe  the  acceffions  in 
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'the  latter  are  repeated  with  fhivering,  and  in  the  former  with- 
out it.  But  fuch  fliiverings  feem  to  have  a double  origin  ; 
either  from  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  with  which  they  are  oc- 
cafionally  combined,  or  from  a putrid  depravation  of  the  chyle 
in  the  prima  via^  as  more  frequently  happens. 

421.  Howfoever  they  are  namedj  they  pro- 
ceed after  the  manner  of  continued 
remittents,  and  are  to  in  laa:  rroin  fer  from  the 

, . . . II  1 • fubintrantes. 

the  beginning  ; nor  do  they  derive 
their  origin  from  intermittents,  that  have  degene- 
rated into  the  continued  form,  like  the  fuhin^ 
ir antes  oxfubcontimia.  At  the  begln- 

. P , ir  1 dThe  fymptoms. 

mng  or  the  nts  the  puiie  becomes 
fcmewhat  lower  and  quicker ; the  urine  is  thioj 
and  for  the  moft  part  watery  ; at  the  increafe  of 
the  fever  it  is  thick,  attended  with  a fuller,  fre- 
quent, ftroiig  pulfe,  which,  as  the  fit  is  drawing 
to  a clofe,  (which  generally  happens  in  the  morn- 
ing), beats  with  greater  calmnefs,  and  becomes 
lower,  but  without  being  attended  with  any, 
or  at  leaft  very  little,  fweat ; nor  does  the 
urine  depofite  the  lateritious  fediment,  a fymp- 
tom  generally  prefent  in  intermitting  fevers. 
But  the  remiffions  hold  as  it  were  an  inter- 
mediate rank  between  thofe  of  the  fubintrantes 
and  ftibcGntimiee ^ and  the  very  flight  or  lefs  mani- 
fefl  ones  of  continent  fevers.  They  are  generally 
attended  with  acrid  heat,  a bitter  tafte,  occa» 
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fionally  at  the  beeinninp'  vomiting 

Why  they  are  like-  r • ^ • r i i i 

wife  named  bi-  of  bile,  at  the  Increafe  and  height 

of  the  fit  fucceeded  by  bilious  diar- 
rhoea, thirft,  watching,  and  the  other  fymptoms 
of  acute  fevers.  They  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  bilious  acrimony  of  the  blood,  or  from 
vitiation  of  the  bile  itfelf,  infedfing  the  whole  of  the 
fluids.  Hence  they  are  named  by  mofl;  phyficians 
tritcsophyce^  or  bilious  continued  tertians.  But  it  is 
confiflent  with  reafon,  to  fuppofe  the  prevalence 
particularly  of  an  alkalefcent  and  warm  acrimony 
in  them,  by  which  the  folids  are  violently  irrita- 
ted, and  the  fluids  very  fpeedily  lofe  the  gluten 
by  which  they  cohere.  To  that  caufe,  probably, 
ought  to  be  referred,  excefs  of  the  igneous  prin- 
ciple, or  fome  fuch  other  diflTolving  principle. 

422.  But  when  burning  heat,  and  unquench- 
able thirft,  occur  in  this  fever  it  is  then  in 

particular  called  caufus^  or  fehis  ar^ 

When  it  is  called  r ...  t i • r • 

cautus,  or  ardent.  peviodica.  In  this  Ipecies,  to 

the  other  fymptoms  are  generally 
fuperadded,  a dry,  rough,  black  tongue  ; red, 
fiery  urine  ; headach  \ watchfulnefs  ; delirium  ; 
anxiety  5 diflicult,  frequent,  and  weak  refpira- 
tion  ; and  warm  breath  ; and  it  is  almoft  an  invar 
liable  fymptom,  that  the  fever  is  aggravated  only 
every  other  day,  like  the  Ample  continued  ter- 
tian. And  it  is  particularly  hoftile  to  young 
people  of  the  choleric  temperament,  and  of  a ro- 
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buft  habit ; after  exceflive  exercife,  efpecially  in 
the  fummer ; when  travelling,  expofed  to  the 
inn’s  rays  ; or  fuch  as  are  addicted  to  immode- 
rate labour,  or  any  kind  of  heating  mode  of 
living.  We  are  told  by  Sauvages,  that  the  can- 
fus,  both  at  firfl,  during  its  increafe  and  at  its 
height,  is  diftinguiilied  from  the  bilious  tertian^ 
{42  i.),  by  the  belly  being  bound,  or  at  lead:  not 
loofe  5 but  that,  after  taking  the  turn,  the  belly 
becomes  relaxed,  and  that  critically  ; as  this  fpe- 
cies  of  caulus  is  capable  of  concoction,  and,  on 
the  concoClion  being  finiihed,  is  terminated  by 
critical  evacuations.  But  in  the  fpecies  of  caufus 
defcnbed  by  Hippocrates  f,  in  moft  inftances  the 
bowels  were  difordered  with  crude,  copious,  and 
thin  ftocls.”  It  is,  therefore,  by  no  means  an 
uniform  mark,  that  the  belly  in  the  caufus  is 
bound,  or,  at  lead,  there  are  authors  who  agree 
in  opinion  with  Raym.  Jo.  Fortis  J,  that  fuch  an 
ardent  fever  is  extremely  apt  to  pafs  into  the  coU 
liquative  kind,  as  he  himfelf  calls  it,  and  that  this  is 
known  by  crude,  liquid,  pure,  frothy,  fetid,  fatty, 
and  bilious  ftools  fupervening  on  the  fourth  day, 
without  proving  of  any  fervice,  or  critical ; but, 
about  the  feventh  day,  by  unufually  copious 
urine,  on  the  furface  of  which  the  melted  fat 
fwims ; and,  laftly,  by  fudden  and  univei'fal 
emaciation. 

* Galen  himfelf  (loc.  cit.)  thinks  thcfe  two  fymptoms  pe* 
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culiar  to  the  caufus^  namely,  infatiable  thirll,  and  burning' 
heat.” 

f L.  iii.  epid.  flat.  iii. 

J De  febrib.  p.  318. 


423.  But  thecaufus  is  not  derived  merely  from 
one  caiife.  It  occafionally  happens,  that  the  caufus 

arifes  from  bile  ftagnating  in  the  gall- 

Sc  ardent  fevfr;  bladder,,  and  in  a ftate  of  corrup- 


tion,  or  being  effufed  into  the  duo- 
denum^ or  from  other  vitiations  of  the  condition 
of  the  prhna  vice.  In  that  cafe,  the  putrid  bile^ 
or  colluvies  in  the  ftomach,  not  only  infeds  and 
corrupts  the  blood  itfelf,  but  excites  and  relaxes 
the  belly.  Hence  arifes  a very  ardent  fever,  at» 
tended  with  very  fetid  loofenefs,  of  various  ap- 
pearance. The  ftools  are  then  black,  green,  yel- 
low, reddifli,  partly  liquid,  partly  folid,  and 

tenacious.  When  that  happens, 
ccraUs.^''^'  Qucfnay  calls  it  ardens  cxcremen- 
iitiaj  or  Jlercoralis^  and  acritic^  as 
not  requiring  concodlion  ; by  us  it  is  denomi- 


nated gajlric  or  bilious. 

424,  Laftly,  there  is  another  fpecies  of  caufus^ 
which  is  attended  v/ith  a diarrhoea,  not  occafioned 

by  bile  alone,  or  fordes  in  the  fto- 

froTTi 

inflammation  in  niach,  nor  by  a putrid  dilTolution  of 

flbdoiriCii*  • 11  11  1 1 j_* 

the  bloody  but  by  the  innammation 
of  fome  vifcus  combined  with  thefe,  either  irri- 
tating the  inteftines,  or  caufing  a flow  of  hu- 
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mours  to  them.  This  fpecies  was  firft  obferved 
by  Vales  * and  Balloni  phyficians  of  great  au- 
thority and  very  extenfive  pradice,  by  whom  we 
are  told,  that  In  fuch  a cafe  the  inteftines,  or 
mefentery,  or  liver,  or  ftomach,  are  affefted  with 
inflammation,  as  eryfipelas,  and  that  this  appears* 
from  the  hardnefs,  fwelling,  or  tenfion, , pain, 
and  remarkable  heat  of  the  feat  of  the  morbid 
\nfcus.  But  if,  in  this  complaint, 

Lipyria. 

there  is  a burning  heat  internally, 
while  the  external  parts,  at  leaft  the  extremities, 
are  affedled  with  coldnefs,  the  caufus  obtains  the 
name  of  lipyria. 

* III.  epid.  I.  f Confil.  31.  I.  2. 

425.  The  remarks  to  be  found  in  the  works 
of  authors,  concerning  the  progriofis 

1 r T r c r ^ The  prognofis  of 

and  cure  01  theie  levers,  may  leem  to  continued  tertian, 
be  not  only  dilFerent,  but,  unlefs  they 
are  properly  adapted  to  each  fpecies,  even  contra- 
didory.  The  follovfing  obfervations  of  Hippo- 
crates ought  to  be  confidered  ; Whatever  fe- 
vers,  not  intermitting  ones,  are  aggravated  on 
“ the  third  day,  are  more  dangerous  Fevers 
“ approaching  neareft  to  tertians,  attended  with 
‘‘  perpetual  toflTing,  are  malignant  f . The  bilious 
fever,  when  jaundice  fupervenes  with  rigor  before 
the  feventh  day,  is  refolved  by  it ; but  when  it 
“ comes  on  unfeafonably,  and  ism  at  attended  with 
rigor,  it  is  fatal  J.” 

I4 
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* Aph.  43.  fed;,  iv.  & Ixil.  fed.  vili.  coac.  116- 
t Coae.  33. 

X Hipp.  de  vid.  acut.  n.  54. 

426.  With  refped:  to  the  caufi^  or  ardent fevers^. 

if  they  ht  genuine  and  piire^  they  aie  not  of  great 

duration  ; for  their  violent  fymp- 
1 he  caufos,©!' le-  ^ ^ 

gitimate  & fpu-  toiBS  cannot  be  long  borne.  They 
rious  ardent  fev.  „ . , 1 r 

are  generally  terminated  on  the  le- 

venth  day  ; fometimes  on  the  ninth,  eleventh, 

or  fourteenth.  Such  as  exceed  that  period  are 

named  fpurious.  But,  according  to  Sennert,  they 

are  ah  dangerous,  and  the  more  fa 

The  prognofiic  ^-i  i r 1 

marks  in  caufus.  the  more  they  recede  from  the 

natural  condition,;  and  vice  verfa, 
Galen  is  of  opinion,  that  if  an  old  man  is  at- 
tacked with  ardent  fever,  it  proves  fatal  ; and  I 
believe  that  it  really  is  the  cafe.  In  the  ardent 
fever,  if  the  patient  does  not  complain  of  thirft, 
while  the  tongue  is  parched,  it  is  a dangerous 
fymptom  ; for  it  is  a proof  that  he  is  either  in  a 
ftate  of  delirium,  or  is  become  infenfible.  Like- 
wife,  black  urine,  as  well  as  that  which  is  thin 
and  crude,  denotes  an  unfavourable  event.  Vo- 
miting and  loofenefs  fupervening  after  concodtion 
on  the  critical  day,  may  be  ranked  among  the  fa- 
lutary  marks  ; but  if  they  occur  before  concoc- 
tion, a fatal  event  is  indicated  f . In  ardent  fevers, 
as  Baglivi  obferves,  copying  after  Hippocrates 
if  jaundice  and  hiccup  happen  on  the  fifth  day, 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


137 

it  is  a fatal  fymptom.  Rigors  alfo  occafionally 
fupervene  in  this  fever  ; In  confequence  of 
which  Hippocrates  has  written  : “ When  rigor 
“ fupervenes  in  ardent  fever,  a fokition  takes 
place  II . But  that  rigor  ought  to  come  on  at 
the  height  of  the  complaint,  after  the  fymptoms 
of  coacodtion,  attended  with  a full,  foft,  and 
ftrcng  piilfe,  and  ought  to  ceafe  on  the  body’s 
regaining  its  heat,  in  order  to  be  reckoned  falu- 
tary  : For  it  is  generally  fucceeded  by  a critical 
‘‘  fweat.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  comes  on 
“ while  the  difeafe  is  yet  crude,  and  the  pulfe 
languid,  and  the  body  does  not  quickly  grow 
warm  again,  nor  the  ftrength  of  the  pulfe  re» 
“ vive,  the  patient  will  certainly  fink  under  it. 
Danger  is  likewife  indicated  by  fight  tremors, 
and  green  vomiting,  which  is  pronounced  to 
“ be  fatal  in  the  coac^  pnsnotioiies  But  Sen- 
nert  has  fummed  up  the  fymptoms  of  a favour- 
able event  in  the  following  words : “ It  is  a 
good  lign  if  the  patient  bears  the  complaint  with 
“ eafe  ; if  the  fymptoms  are  not  violent  ; if  his 
“ refpiration  Is  free  ; if  he  feels  no  inward  pain  ; 
“ if  he  enjoys  fleep,  and  is  refreihed  by  It ; if  his 
“ body  is  uniformly  warm  and  foft ; if  his  tongue 
is  not  dry  ; if  his  urine  is  natural.  But  if, 
after  the  appearance  of  fymptoms  of  concoc- 
“ tion,  together  with  returning  P^rength,  a copious 
“ h;£morrhage  from  the  nofe  takes  place  on  the 
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critical  day,  without  doubt  the  patient  will 
cover  Ardent  fevers  of  this  kind  are  often 
refolved  by  fweats,  and  abfceffes  of  the  external 
parts ; but  more  frequently,  as  has  been  already 
noticed,  by  vomiting,  loofenefs,  or  hsemorrhage. 
But  the  other  fpecies  of  caufus,  which  we  have 
called  gaftric,  if  its  fomes  is  quickly  removed,  is 
attended  with  much  lefs  danger,  although,  on 
account  of  the  riik  of  inflammation  being  pre- 
fent,  it  is  not  void  of  danger.  But  the  ardent 
fever,  which  arifes  from  internal  inflammation, 
becaufe,  as  generally  being  of  an  eryfipelatous 
kind,  it  readily  palTes  into  gangrene,  ought  to  oc- 
cafion  great  apprehenfion,  efpecially  when  it  has 
attained  the  height  of  a Itpyria^ 

* In  Hipp.  aph.  14.  fed.  i.  f Swieten  in  Boerh.  § 741. 
jPrax.  med.  1.  i.  cap.  de  idero  flav.  ex  Hip,  de  Jud.  n.  8. 

|j  Aph.  58.  fed.  iv.  § N.  6^.  Defebr.  I.  2.  c.  12.  p.  (5i. 

CUR  E. 

427.  In  the  continued  tertian,  (419.  to  420.), 
if  it  is  violent,  as  it  generally  is,  and  acute, 

accompanied  with  great  heat,  at  the 

When  bleediiiff  & , r 

purging  are  pro-  commmencement,  or,  at  far- 

red"tertian““"  at  its  increafe,  blood  muft  be 

drawn  from,  the  arm,  in  a quantity 
proportioned  to  the  patient’s  ftrength.  But 
when  the  difeafe  is  farther  advanced,  it  is  not 
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let  with  fafety  becaufe  in  that  cafe  there  is  fre*=* 
quently  a tendency  in  the  blood  to  colliqiiatiou  ; 
nay,  it  is  frequently  already  in  that  ftate,  on  ac- 
count of  having  acquired  a degree  of  alkalefcence. 
At  the  fame  time.  If  fymptoms  of  abundant  vi- 
tiated chyle  betray  themfelves,  there  is  then  occa- 
fion  to  employ  purging,  v^^hich  fome  propofe  after 
bleeding,  and  with  juft  ice,  if  exceifive  plethora 
be  prefent.  But  the  medicines,  by  which  purging 
is  elFefted,  ought  to  be  fubacid  and  refrigerant. 
When,  however,  fuch  matter  does 

1 1 • • 1 A.  A.  Concoflion  to  be 

not  abound,  it  is  evident  that  pur-  expeded. 
ging  is  not  to  be  employed  till  after 
the  concoction  has  taken  place.  The  ccncoCtlon 
is  promoted  by  tempering,  diluent,  and  fubacid 
remedies.  But  when  nature  does  not,  of  her 
own  accord,  attempt  the  evacuation  of  the  con- 
cocted matter,  Galen  and  many  others  advife  the 
exciting  of  it,  by  giving  abundance  of  cold  water 
to  drink. 

^ Swkten  in  Boerh,  § 743. 


428.  Cold  water,  or  even  that  which  Is  Ice- 
cold,  is  much  better  adapted  to  the 

car  • r r r \ -r  The  drinking  of 
Iirlt  ipecies  01  caujus.^  (422.),  it  the  cold  water  in 

. , 1 r r \ the  firft  caufus. 

patient  be  young,  the  lealon  and 
climate  warm,  if  he  be  of  the  choleric  tempera- 
ment, and  his  ilrength  fufficient,  while  no  phleg- 
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monic  inflammation,  or  remarkable  obftrudtion 
of  the  vifcera,  oppofes  its  ufe.  The  moft  eligible 
time  for  giving  the  cold  water,  is  faid  to  be  at  the 
height  of  the  complaint,  although,  on  urgent  oc- 
calions,  it  may  Ilkewife  be  drunk  as  the  fever  is 

increafing.  As  much  water  is  u- 
" ^ fually  prefcribed  to  be  drunk,  as 

the  patient  can  take  gradually.  The 
fafer  plan  appears  to  be,  to  give  fix  or  eight 
ounces  every  half-hour  ; thus  fupporting  the  pa- 
tient on  water  alone,  without:  any  other  aliment, 
ior  feveral  days,  till  the  difeaie  undergoes  a 
crilis.  In  the  mean  time,  fweat  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  much  as  poffible,  taking  off  the 
bed-cloaths  witn  caution,  if  it  be  neceflary, 
and  admitting  the  cool  air  ; although  I do  not 
fee  why  iweatirig  ought  always  to  be  checked 
when  the  difeafe  is  going  off^  and  favourable 
fymptoms  of  concodion  appear.  But  patients 
are  to  be  gradually  accuftomed  to  this  drink ; for 
feme  can  hardly  bear  it,  on  account  of  the  fpaf- 
modic  conftridions  that  take  place  internally ; 
and  the  coldnefs  of  the  water  mufl:  be  gradually 
and  cautioufly  increafed.  But  in  the  warmer  cli- 
mates, as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  Sicily,  Spain, 
and  elfe where,  they  employ  this  remedy  in  a 
more  decifive  manner,  employing  it  generally  in 
moft  difeafes,  without  paying  much  attention  to 
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the  precepts  of  the  ancients  in  this  refpeft.  This 
is  named  the  diceta  aquea. 

429.  But  in  the  other  fpecies  of  catifiis^  (423. ), 
fiiice,  on  account  of  the  putrid  caufe, 
there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the  pre-  ^^coad  caufL/^' 
fence  of  inflammation,  and  of  con- 
fiderable  danger,  in  the  parts  in  which  the  vitia- 
ted bile,  or  redundant  excrements,  are  lodged  ; 
it  is  necelTary  firfi:  to  let  blood,  next  to  purge  the 
belly,  or  excite  vomiting  ; and  to  do  this  alter- 
nately, that  the  difeafe  may  not  be  rendered  more 
obftinate  or  dangerous,  by  the  too  long  retention 
of  the  corrupted  matter.  Whey, 
with  cream  of  tartar,  in  fuch  quan- 
lity  as  feems  beft  calculated  for  the  patient,  taken 
to  confiderable  extent,  or  decoftion  of  tamarinds, 
is  to  be  preferred.  It  proves  laxative  and  tem- 
pering, refifts  the  alkalefcence^  cleanfes  and  eva- 
cuates the  bowels.  Fomentations  applied  to  the 
belly,  aflift  the  effed:  of  the  laxatives.  Clyfters 
of  the  fame  whey,  with  the  addition  of  lenitive 
eleduary,  or  the  fal  cathart.  amar.  frequently 
thrown  in,  draw  off  the  materia!  caufe,  without 
injury.  Tartar  emetic,  diluted  with  water,  and 
taken  at  feparate  intervals,  after 
bleeding,  on  the  day  of  the  inter-  ^ 

miffion,  produces  an  evacuation,  by  the  mouth 
and  anus,  of  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe,  and  is 
fafer  and  even  better  than  cathartics,  when  re- 
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markable  putrefaction,  or  an  epidemy,  or  malig- 
nant miafma,  or  very  violent  fymptoms,  require 
the  fpeedy  evacuation  of  the  bile,  or  gaftric  collu- 
vies. 

430.  But  when  inflammation,  aflfeCting  any 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  occafions  the  ardent 

fever,  as  in  the  third  fpecies,  (424.), 

Cure  of  the  third  n r ..t,'  * i • i 

fpecies  of  caufus.  ‘■hole  things  are  improper  which 

caufe  violent  purging.  In  their 
place,  after  ufmg  repeated  bleeding,  femicubium, 
and  emollient  fomentations,  and  very  bland  laxa- 
tives, may  be  employed.  Likewife  whey,  and  frefh 
lintfeed-oil,  or  the  belt  oil  of  olives,  or  of  the  Ri- 
cinus Americanus,  or  any  other  which  is  not  apt 
to  become  rancid,  are  recommended  with  the 
view  of  very  fpeedily  and  gently  drawing  off  any 
putrid  colluvies,  left,  if  retained,  it  fliould  ren- 
der the  inflammation,  already  malignant  from  its 
bad  condition,  prone  to  gangrene.  With  regard 
to  the  remaining  parts  of  the  cure,  the  commen- 
tary on  inflammation  may  occafionally  be  con- 
fulted.  I.aftly,  in  each  of  thefe  fpecies  of  conti- 
nued tertian,  (419.  to  424.),  the  kind  of  diet 
ought  to  be  fuch  as  is  employed  in  other  acute 
difeafes,  namely,  weak,  watery,  and  refrigerant ; 
but  the  air  of  the  chamber  in  which  the  patients 
lie,  ought  to  be  fomewhat  cold  and  moift.  For 

Van  Swieten  very  juftly  remarks. 
Cool  air  lequifite.  bleeding,  clyfters,  and  the  other 
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expedients  of  art,  are  fcarcely  adequate  to  allay 
the  heat  and  excefTive  violence  of  the  fever,  with- 
out the  additional  affiftance  of  cool  air 

* In  Boerh.  § 610. 

431.  But  before  finifhing  my  account  of  the 
continued  tertians  and  the  tritseo- 
phy;^,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that,  fei 

whether  they  be  fimple  or  double,  uent’^age.^^" 
they  vary  much,  according  to  the 
patient’s  age  and  temperament,  and  the  feafon  of 
the  year.  Hence  feme  feem  to  be  rather  fangui- 
neoiis,  others  pltuitous,  or  bilious;  and  the  fymp-= 
toms  vary  not  a little  according  to  the  difference 
of  the  nature  of  the  fever.  Thofe 
which  attack  in  the  autumn  are 
iifually  more  fevere,  obftinate,  and 
dangerous.  They  are  fometimes  from  the  begin- 
ning combined  with  a gaftric  and  putrid  depra- 
vation of  the  chyle,  or  they  put  on  an  inflamma- 
tory appearance,  and  give  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  prefence  of  cephalitis  or  phrenitis.  More  fre- 
quently, however,  on  account  of  the  perfpiration 
being  checked  by  cold  or  moift  air,  they  are  com- 
bined with  coryza,  catarrh,  cough,  or  rheuma- 
tic pains,  and  refemble  a catarrhal  or  rheumatic 
fever.  Nay,  it  is  not  an  imfrequent 
occurrence  for  the  miliary  eruption 
to  fupervenc  on  them  after  the  four- 
teenth day,  fometimes,  alfo,  after  the  twentieth. 


The  autumnal 
ones. 
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whether  It  be  occafioned  by  the  miliary  fever 
being  combined  with  them,  or  by  the  depravation, 
or  impurity,  or  corruption,  of  the  lymph.  Some- 
times it  appears  critically,  fometimes  fymptoma- 
tically.  I have  obferved  the  miliary  eruption  take 
place  critically  in  the  autumnal  tritasophya  only 
on  the  twenty-feventh  day,  after  various  changes 
of  the  fyrnptoms  and  fever,  thus  occafioning  a 
crifis  ; others  again  have  appeared  on  the  feven- 
teenth  day,  'without  any  alleviation,  or  attended 
with  the  addition  of  malignant  fyrnptoms.  When 
fuch  complications  occur,  fome  deviation  from 
the  ufual  difpofition  of  the  /ever  is  difcoverable  in 
their  progrefs. 

432.  Laft  autumn  (an.  1780)  I frequently  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  a great  quantity  of  black 

Blood  pafTed  blood,  fomctimes  fluid,  fometimes 
nb  ano,  coagulated,  pafled  from  the  anus  in 

the  double  continued  tertians,  (which  then  fre- 
quently occurred  in  confequence  of  a rainy,  cold, 
and  changeable  ftate  of  the  air),  taking  place 
about  the  end  of  the  fecond  day,  or  a little  later, 
and  appearing  to  have  proceeded  Amply  from  in- 
ternal piles.  But  this  difcharge  in  no  cafe  proved 
critical.  In  all  of  them  it  was  checked  alone  by 
reft,  by  drink,  acidulated  fplrit  of  vitriol,  and 

omitting  the  injections.  Such  as 
from  the  noic.  ^ headacli  from  the  beginning, 

and  next  a trickling  of  blood  from 
the  nofe,  though  not  of  great  magnitude,  the  pi- 


Tricklingof  blood 
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tuitary  membrane  remaining  fwelled,  and  a fevere 
pain  being  felt  in  the  throat,  without  remarkable 
rednefs  or  fwelling,  died  in  a ftate  of  phrenzy, 
about  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth  week. 

433.  In  the  fummer  they  approach  more 
nearly  to  the  ardent,  bilious,  putrid, 
and  colliquative  fpecies.  But  they 
then,  in  a few  days,  fometimes  after 
feven,  fometimes  after  fourteen,  or  twenty,  fre- 
quently pafs  into  true  intermittents,  or  are  ren- 
dered fo  much  milder  In  their  remiffions,  as  to 
refemble  intermittents  ; whether  that  happens 
from  the  material  caufe  being  in  fome  meafure 
diminifhed,  or  from  the  inflammatory  dlathefis, 
with  which  they  were  combined,  being  over- 
come. But  that  happens  particularly  when  inter- 
mittents prevail.  V/lien  they  really 

rr  ^ . They  foTnctimes 

aiiume  tne  nature  oi  intermittents,  beco^^  e inter- 
they  are  eafily  overcome  by  the  em- 
ployment  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  But  it  is  attended 
with  fomewhat  greater  difSculty,  \vhen  they  re- 
femble intermittents  only  in  their  remiflions.  For, 
in  that  cafe,  although  they  have  a very  marked  re- 
milfion,  and  their  acceifions  com- 


mence with  fome  fliivering,  or  at 


What  is  to  be  done 
when  they  ap- 

leaft  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  miuem^tev^erT!" 
w^hich  is  common  in  the  tritseophyT ; 
yet  they  do  not  always  yield  to  this  remedy.  But 
that  we  may  nor  have  rccourfe  to  this  remedy 
VOL.  II. 
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fruitlefsly,  or  Inconfiderately,  our  firft  inquiry 
ought  to  be,  whether  an  equally  cliffuled  fweat, 
allaying  all  the  fymptoms,  fucceeds  the  remif- 
fions  ? whether  the  urine,  which  is  paffed  in 
the  mean  time,  be  turbid,  or  depofit  the  lateri- 
tious  fediment,  or  be  more  highly  coloured  than 
at  the  beginning  of  the  acceflions,  and  during 
their  progrefs  ? and,  laftly,  wdiether  the  accei- 
fions  themfelves  return  regularly  and  periodically, 
axcompanled  with  cold,  or  fhivering,  or  yawn- 
ing, and  the  other  fymptoms  peculiar  to  inter- 
mittents  • If  thefe  occur,  there  is  reafon  to  cxpeft 
that  they  will  be  removed  by  means  of  the  cin- 
chona. But  when  they  are  neither  aggravated 
with  cold,  although  they  experience  a remarkable 
remillion,  and  the  urine  does  not  thicken  during; 
the  remiffions,  and  is  not  of  the  lateritious  kind, 
it  is  much  more  difficult  to  judge  whether  they 
will  yield  to  this  remedy.  For  it  has  frequently 

been  obferved,  that  they  have  re- 

Vi^the^r/chona'!  fifted  tlic  bark  in  fuch  a cafe.  But 

then,  if  the  acceffions  return  at 
regular  periods,  and  the  patient  is  afiected 
with  manifeft,  and,  as  it  were,  fiidden  laffitude, 
pain  of  the  back,  joints,  and  head,  thirfl:,  anxie- 
ty, and  inquietude,  refembling  the  nature  of  in- 
termittents  ; and,  next,  if  all  the  fymptoms  a 
few  hours  after  are  mitigated,  affording  relief  to 
the  patient,  as  in  the  intermiffion  itfelf,  attended 
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with  a gentle  fweat,  or  remarkable  molfliure  of  the 
ikin,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they  have  aflumed 
the  nature  of  intermittentSj  and  that  the  bark  is 
the  remedy  to  which  we  ought  to  have  recourfe. 
And  this  will  appear  much  more  certain,  if  the 
remifiions  happen  in  the  evening,  or  at  night,  by 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  true  continued  remit- 
tents, and  eipecially  all  the  cathemerinc;d  and  /ri- 
ti^ophyc^ ^ fo  far  from  being  alleviated,  are  aggra»* 
vated.  The  autumnal  ones,  although  intermit- 
tents  are  not  then  wanting,  do  not  pafs  readily 
into  intermittents,  nor  do  they  readily  yield  to 
the  bark  j becaufe,  perhaps  either  the  thicker 
diathefis  of  the  fluids,  or  the  fcantinefs  of  the  per- 
fpiration,  prevent  its  efFed:. 

434*  muft,  therefore,  be  carefully  remem- 
bered, that  each  of  thefe  fpecies, 

(419.  to  425.),  not  only  from  the  vtl 

above-mentioned  caufes,  or  from 
the  badnefs  of  thefe  caufes,  or  from  being 
combined  with  other  difeafes,  or  from  the  flate 
of  the  air  ; but  alfo  from  their  being  fporadic, 
epiaemlc,  endemic,  benign,  or  malignant,  or 
contagious  : are  attended  with  no  fmali  variation 
in  the  fymptoms,  require  fome  cliflerence  in  the 
plan  of  cure  itfelf,  and  terminate  in  various  wavs. 
All  which  it  is  the  biiriiiefs  of  a judicious  pradk 
tioner  to  cautioufly  obferve,  that  he  may  not 
commit  any  miflakc,  either  in  pronouncing  hi$ 
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opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  fever,  and  of  the 
termination  it  is  likely  to  have,  or  in  adminifter- 
ing  the  remedies  adapted  to  the  cure  of  it. 

435.  i^aftly,  it  is  proper  to  apprife  {Indents, 
that  ten  diftind:  fpecies  of  fever  were  compre- 
hended by  Sauvages  under  this  on 


Remarks  on  ^ . 

SauvagesN  i'pe-  geUUS,  foUI*  of  which,  hoWCVCr, 

ClCS# 

feem  rather  to  belono;  to  intermit- 


ting fevers.  For  the  tritseophya  fyncopalis 
the  tritcsophya  elodes  '|',  the  tritc^cploya  c a?' otic  a if, 
the  tritceophya  deceptiva  j|,  belong  to  Intermittents  ; 
the  three  former  to  the  comitatcd  perniciofa:  of 
TortI,  the  fourth  to  his  fubcontlnua.  But  who- 
ever takes  the  trouble  of  confulting  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  tritceophya  laBea  given  by  Ettmuller  §, 
wdll  at  once  perceive  nothing  more  than  the  fyinp- 


toms  of  inflammation,  produced  by  milk  coagu- 
lated in  the  breafts.  But  he  has,  with  good 
reafon,  referred  to  this  genus  the  hitceopbya 
defcribcd  by  De  Haen  ; which  is,  in  fad,  to 
be  claiTed  among  the  ardent  fevers,  and  the  pe-^ 
riodical  malignant  and  epidemic  Upyric^,  In 
tike  manner,  under  the  head  of  the  malignant^ 
putrid,  and  epidemic  iritceophyce^  not  to  mention 
others,  comes  that  fever  which  was  obferved  in 
the  year  1768,  at  Rome,  by  a very  refpedable 
praditloner,  I mean  Torraca  jf. 


* Sp.  I.  t Sp*  4-  t Sp-  6.  11  Sp.  9.  § Sp.  7.  **  Sp.  3, 
If  Deir  epid,  conjtlt,  di  Civita  vecchia,  nelF  ann  1768,  Rom, 

1758, 
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WHICH  OBSERVE  SOMETIMES  THE  QUOTIDIAN,  SOME- 


TIMES  THE  TERTIAN  TYPE. 


436.  Hitherto  I have  been  defcribing  thofe  re- 
mittents which  conftantly  obferve  the  quotidian 
or  tertian  type  ; it  now  remains  to  treat  of  thofe, 
the  type  of  which  is  more  uncertain,  and  lefs 
conftant,  than  in  the  fpecies  already  noticed.  For 
there  are  fome  of  them  which  follow  the  order  of 
one  or  other  type,  and  are,  therefore,  referable 
to  neither,  but  proceed  fometimes  in  the  manner 
of  the  one,  fometimes  of  the  other.  I fliall, 
therefore,  undertake  to  defcribe  certain  kinds  of 
them,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  more  remark- 
able, that  this  chaos  of  fevers,  by  being  fubdi- 
vided  into  fubordinate  parts,  may  be  exhibited 
in  a clearer  and  more  diftindt  point  of  view. 

THE  SLOW  MALIGNANT  REMITTENT  % CALLED 

NERVOUS  FEVER. 

43 y.  This  fever  is  charadierifed  by  a remiffion 
in  the  conftancy  of  the  paroxyfms  j 


CharaHer  of  the 
fever. 


but  an  exacerbation  takes  place 


fometimes  every  other  day,  fome- 
times, like  the  erratic  fevers,  daily.  It  diffens 
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from  the  other  continued  tertians,  or  hit^ophy^^  or 
from  the  quotidians,  or  amphimerince ^ in  proceed- 
ing very  flowly,  and  in  being  attended  with 
fcarcely  any,  or  very  little,  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe. 
Hence  it  is  jiiftly  named  remitting  dcvAJlotv  fever ^ 
to  which  the  term  malignant  is  added,  on  account 
of  the  appearance  it  puts  on,  and  the  hidden  na- 
ture of  the  complaint,  together  with  the  lownefs  of 
the  ftrength.  i\nd,  as  in  it  the  brain  and  nerves 
feem  to  be  particularly  arfe^fed,  and  all  the  func- 
tions in  a languid  ftate.  by  fome  it  has  been  named 
fow  nervous  fever,  carefully  to  be  diftinguiflred 
from  the  other  fever  of  the  fame  name,  ( 270.), 
which  is  a continent  one,  and  has  been  already  de- 
feribed. 

* Synonyms.  Tlie  fehris  nervofa  remittefis  of  Sauvages, 
NofoL  cl.  2.  gen.vii.  fp.  x.  The  7iervous  fever ^ or  that  from 
the  fpirits^  of  Quincy,  p.  370.  The  febris  iritaophya  typhodes^ 
of  Mangetus,  Sauvag.  Nofol.  1.  c. 


438.  At  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
ftrokes  of  the  pulfe  are  fmall,  fhort,  and  frequent, 
nav,  fometimes  flow,  or  unfrequent ; the  patient 

is  pale,  languid,  and  generally  has  a 
propenfity  to  coma.  There  is  fcarce- 
ly a greater  degree  of  heat  than  na- 
tural, fometimes  there  is  not  the  ufual  degree  of 
it ; and  there  is  hardly  any,  or  very  little  third. 
During  the  firfl:  days  of  the  complaint,  fotne  in- 
tervals occur,  in  which  the  patients  feem  fo 
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fnucli  relieved  for  a few  hours,  that  the  dlieafe 
appears  not  only  to  remit,  but  even  to  intermit. 
But  fhortly  afterwards,  fome  fliivering,  or  rigor, 
coming  on,  the  fever  again  returns,  with  the  fymp- 
toms  already  explained,  and,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  in  its  periodical  acccffions,  it  reiembles 
the  difpohtion  and  type  of  intermitting  fevers. 
After  a few  fuch  changes,  the  patient  at  length 
becomes  bed-fad,  and  inienfible,  neither  know-» 
iiig  nor  regarding  the  danger  in  which  he  is 
placed,  nor  any  perfoii  that  is  near  him.  He 
catches  at,  and  handles,  whatever  comes  in  his 
way  ; he  damniers  and  mutters,  or  remains 
ftupid,  filent,  and  appears  half-dead.  He  is 
fometiiiies  didreffed  with  fpafmodiG  aifedtions 
about  the  dbmach  and  bread,  which  roufe  him 
to  adion  ; or  he  is  affeded  with  dry  cough,  or 
tremor,  or  fubfultus  tendinum.  If  he  does  not 
fmk  under  thefe,  and  the  complaint  is*  long  pro- 
traded,  his  face  becomes  completely  cadaverous. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  fometimes  fpots, 
or  petechia,  break  out  on  the  Ikin,  which  appear 
either  of  a florid  red,  w’hich  is  a better  lign,  or, 
what  is  worie,  livid.  A diarrhoea  alfo  fupeivenes. 
The  dools  are  black  and  fetid,  and  the  urine  is 
not  much  otherwife.  The  fenfes  are  obfcured  ; 
the  eyes  are  fcarcely  affeded  by  light ; and  the 
hearing  generally  becomes  dull,  whicn  is  a favoui- 
able  fymptom.  But  the  deafnefs  is  frequently  fuc™ 
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ceeded  by  a dlfcbarge  of  pus  from  the  ears.  In 
fome  cafeSj  the  fever  is  refolved  very  flov/ly,  fome- 
times  after  forty  days,  at  other  times  not  before 
tvro  or  three  months ; but  fiich  as  reeover  in  this 
manner,  remain  fo  dull,  that  they  do  not  recover 
the  acutenefs  of  their  inteileft  and  fenfes  for  a 
long  time  after. 

439.  The  preceding  caufes  are  generally  excef- 
five  evacuations,  by  which  the  body  is  greatly  de» 

bilitated,  fcarcity  of  provifions,  want 
of  nouriihment,  great  exertion  both 
of  the  mental  and  corporeal  powers,  immoderate 
venery,  old  age,  a damp  and  flagnant  atrnofphere, 
an  epidemic  miafma,  and  fometimes  contagion. 
From  which  I infer,  that  the  whole  body  is  in  a 
ftate  of  languor;  next,  on  the  fever  aiiring,that  the 
nervous  influence,  and  mufcular  power,  become 
quite  torpid,  as  is  manifefl;  from  its  fymptoms 
(438.).  But  fmee  that  does  not  always  proceed 
from  poifonous  exhalations,  or  from  a malignant 
miafma,  inimical  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  fometimes,  not  only  all  the  folids  are 
exceffively  relaxed,  but  alfo,  that  a watery, 
fluggifh,  and  vifeid  colluvies,  opprefles  the  brain 
and  nerves,  dirninifhes,  and,  as  it  were,  checks 
the  fenfibility,  giving  rife  to  the  infenfibility,  alie- 
nation of  mind,  lofs  of  ftrength,  and  want  of 
frequency,  or  languor  of  the  pulfe.  But  if,  with 
fuch  a colluvies,  we  conjoin  vellication,  or  any 
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power  of  pricking  or  irritating,  we  ilia!!  eafily  be 
enabled  to  account  for,  not  only  the  fever,  but 
alfo  the  fhiverings,  fpafms,  tremors,  and  other 
fymptoras  arifing  from  thence.  And,  as  it  is 
probable  that  the  nervous  fyftem  is  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  overwhelmed  and  vellica- 
ted  ; it  likewife  follows,  that  all  the  fymptoms 
are  occafionaily  aggravated,  and  at  other  times 
diminiihed,  while  the  difeafe  thus  proceeds 
through  certain  courfes,  but  with  fuch  flownefs 
and  inactivity,  as  correfponds  vvith  the  lentor 
and  tenacity  of  the  morbid  fluid,  and  the  atony 
and  torpor  of  the  folids.  Hence 
alio,  i think,  appears  the  realon,  diffcaion. 
why,  after  death,  the  organization 
of  the  brain  is  found  relaxed,  or  hydrocephalus  in- 
ternus, dropfy  of  the  medulla  fpinalis,  or  fuppu- 
rations  and  abfceflTes  of  the  encephalon,  are  dif- 
eovered.  Under  fuch  a degree  of  languor,  there- 
fore, as  the  vifcid  and  fluggifh  fluid  ought  to  be 
refolved  and  digefted  very  flowly,  and  the  con- 
geftions  and  collections  in  the  minute  and  re- 
laxed veflTels  of  the  encephalon,  or  in  the  inter- 
vening fpaces,  are  very  difficultly  difcuffed,  or 
the  hurtful  agent  refident  in  the  nerves  being  ex- 
pelled from  thence  with  difficulty  ; no  one  will 
wonder  why  the  difeafe  is  of  fuch  long  conti- 
nuance, and  is  fometimes  terminated  even  by  in- 
fenfible  refolution. 
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440.  According  to  the  varieties  of  tempe- 
ra ment,  age,  habit  of  body,  of  the  blood  and 

other  fluids,  and  according  to  the 

Variations  of  the  , ' ^ ^ 

lymptoms,  ac-  diiFerent  combinations  of  caufes, 

cordi  ngto  vary-  - 

in,y  circumftan-  and  accoi'ding  to  the  greater  or 

oc  s 

leffer  propenfity  to  colliquation  or 
putrefaction  ; it  is  not  difficult  to  underhand, 
when  diarrhoea,  petechise,  fetid  and  turbid  urine, 
or  other  kinds  of  evacuations,  may  fupervene,  or 
ought  to  be  expeClied.  Hence  it  is  proper  to 

know,  that  the  fame  cure  is  re- 
quired in  this  cafe  as  in  that  of  the 
fiovr  nervous  continent  fever,  treated  of  already, 
(283.) ; it  mufl:  be  remembered,  that  copious 
bleeding  and  purging  will  prove  hurtful ; and, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  all  the  remedies  which 
excite  the  nervous  influence,  and  increafe  the  vi- 
tal powers,  as  cordials,  analeptics,  ftimulants,  vo- 
latile things,  wine,  foup  of  vipers,  ambergris, 
blifters,  and  generous  diet,  afford  remarkable  re- 
lief. 

441.  This  kind  of  fever  occurs  both  fporadi- 
rally  and  epidemically^  as  may  be  obferved  by  at- 
tentive practitioners.  It  has  already  been  fhewn 

(438.),  that  fometimes,  when  the 

Sometimes  the  / . o i i 

miliary  erup- . Giieaie  IS  01  long  itanding,  or  deeply 

tioii  lupervcnes.  i i 1 n • 1 

rooted,  that  is,  when  the  rluids  un- 
dergo piitrefaClion,  an  eruption  of  petechise  ap- 
pears on  the  fkin.  I muff  not  omit  to  mention,- 
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Is 


that  fometimes,  in  place  of  petechliE,  the  miliary- 
eruption  breaks  out  here  and  there,  about  the 
eleventh  or  fourteenth  day ; nay, 

J f J ^ -r  * f • 

It  1nrn5'tirr)f=‘55 

in  fome  confutations  this  fever  is  conjoined  with 

• • • 1 n*  1 ♦ n * a lliffht  degree 

conjoined  witn  liight  miiammation  of  mHami^a- 
of  the  brain,  fo  as  to  appear  foine- 
what  to  differ,  both  with  refpeft  to  fymptoms 
and  method  of  cure,  from  that  juft  defcrlbed. 
The  headach  is  then  more  fevere,  there  is  greater 
throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  the  eyes  are 
inflamed,  and  impatient  of  light,  there  is  moft 
dlftrelling  watching,  and,  if  there  be  any  propen- 
fity  to  fleep,  it  is  not  of  the  natural  kind,  and  ra- 
ther approaches  to  the  coma  vigil.  In-  fuch  a 
cafe,  it  is  advantageous  to  have 


immediate  recourfe  to  bleeding,  e- 


The  trfatment 
proper  in  that 
cafe. 


fpecially  by  means  of  cupping- 
glaffes,  and  all  kinds  of  revulfion.  It  w'ould  per- 
haps be  proper  to  refer  to  this  place  the  amphi- 
merina  miliaris  of  Sauvages  or  the  fehris  malig- 
na cum  obfcura  cerebri  injlammatione^  which  raged 
in  the  autumn  of  1757,  and  was  noticed  by  Mar- 
tellus  de  Grandvillers  f . 


* Sp.  xi. 


f Journal  de  Vandermond,  t.  viii.  p.  275. 
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THE  REMITTING  FEVER  OF  OLD  PEOPLE,  AT^ 
TENDED  WITH  DROWSINESS 


zj.zj.2.  Old  age  itfelf,  according  to  the  proverbj 
is  a difeafe.  For  it  is  fubjedl  to  a great  many 

ailments,  Vvdiich  are  in  a manner 

it  differs  from  ^ 

the  febre  fopo-  pccuiiar  to  it,  amoHg  the  variety  ot 

rohfe  of  Torti  i • i j *.  r j 

and  Werihof.  which  \ve  QO  Hot  coniider  as  the 
moft  inconfiderable,  the  remittent 
continued  fever,  with  which  old  people  in  a ftate 
of  decripitude,  or  nearly  io,  are  afleEled,  and  by 
which  they  are  generally  cut  off.  It  is  called  fo^ 
porofa^  becaufe  it  comes  on  either  with  great  hea- 
vinefs  and  deep  lleep,  or  at  each  acceffion  is  ge- 
nerally combined  with  them,  differing  widely, 
both  in  its  nature  and  treatment,  from  the  lethar- 
gic fever  of  Torti  (169.),  or  the  foporofa  of  Weri- 
hof. No  one,  as  far  as  I can  find,  has  written 
a more  careful  and  accurate  account  of  this  fever 
than  the  very  learned  and  experienced  Le  Roy. 
Since,  therefore,  this  fever  has  often  occurred  to 
me  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  attended  with 
nearly  the  fame  marks  with  thofe^  of  which  Le 
Roy  makes  mention  i I hope  I fhall  do  an  ac- 
ceptable thing  to  ftudents,  by  fubjoining  my 
own  remarks  to  his,  in  treating  of  this  fever, 
which  is  but  little  known,  and  of  which  even  no 
mention  is  made  by  moft  writers. 
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^he  maiignant fever  aggravated  nvith  deep  feep  ; or,  fimply, 
the  malignant  fever  of  old  people  (<s),  mentioned  by  Le  Roy.  Me- 
lang,  de  Phfiq.  et  Medecin.  Prem.  Mem,  fur  les  fievr,  aiguesy 
p.  171. 

{a)  It  has  already  been  faid,  that  the  name  of  malignant  fe- 
vers was  given  by  Le  Roy  to  all  acute  fevers  attended  with 
greater  danger  than  uh’al,  which  others  deny  to  be  malignant 
in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word.  Second  Mem.  fur  les  fievr. 
aigues,  p.  232.  and  p.  26^6.  In  this  fenfe,  therefore,  and  no 
other,  it  is  here  named  malignant. 

443.  This  fever  has  very  manifeft  acceffions, 
which  proceed,  fometimes  after  the  manner  of 
the  double  continued  tertian,  fometimes  after  that 
of  the  quotidian  ; generally,  however,  when  they 
refemble  the  quotidian  in  the  hour  of  the  inva- 
fion,  every  alternate  one  is  more  fevere.  It 
might  therefore  be  called  the  tritesopbya  duplets 
foporofa  fenum.  But  I have  generally  found,  that 
thefe  acceffions  occur  on  the  even 
days  ; although  I have  not  unfre-  ^ 

quently  obferved,  after  the  fourteenth  day,  the 
uneven  days,  on  tvhich  the  milder  acceffions  befel, 
changing  their  order,  and  rendered  worfe,  and 
at  length  becoming,  as  it  were,  erratic,  vague, 
and  irregular,  although  the  fever  experienced  an 
aggravation  daily.  The  fever  is  commonly  pre- 
ceded by  fenfible  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  nofe,  hands,  and  feet,  of  longer  or 
ffiorter  continuance, — but  attended  with  no  ihl- 
vering,  if  it  be  not  combined  with  other  difeafes, 
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or  internal  taints  of  long  {landing, —the  iareil 
fign  of  fever  being  about  to  appear.  About  the 
laft  days  of  the  complaint,  the  coldnefs  is  fome- 
titrms  fc  protrad;ed  as  to  continue  ten,  fourteen, 
or  fifteen  hours,  before  the  heat  appears,  and  the 
pulfe  becomes  more  violent  and  expanded. 
When  this  happens,  efpecially  when,  befides  the 
feet,  the  thighs  alfo  are  cold,  a very  bad  ac- 
cefTion  may  be  looked  for,  which  frequently  cuts 
the  patient  off.  But  death  is  ftill  more  certainly 
indicated,  by  hiccup  being  fuperadded  to  long- 
continued  coldnefs. 

444.  But  two  particular  pathognomic  fymp- 
toms  are  afforded  by  the  head  and  pulfe,  accor- 
ding to  their  condition  during  the 

Two  nathoijno-  rr  *1  ^ 1 r 

mic  figns.  acceiiion,  or  as  it  draws  to  a dole. 

And,  firil,  with  regard  to  the  for- 
mer ; in  the  hrft  paroxyfm  of  the  fever,  it  is  gene- 
rally oppreffed  with  an  apopledlic  ftupor,  as  it 
were;  but,  on  its  being  overcome,  or  taking  a 
turn,  the  drowfinefs  is  fhook  off,  the  mental  fa- 
culty returns,  the  fenfes  are  reflored,  and  no  part 
of  the  body  is  found  in  a ftate  of  paralyfis.  This 
illght  attack  of  the  complaint  is  difficultly  diftin- 
guiilicd  from  a flight  attack  of  apoplexy,  until  the 
fucceeding  one  being  accompanied  with  the  fame 
comatofe  affedlion,  removes  all  manner  of  doubt. 
But,  as  I have  already  faid,  that  feldom  hap- 
pens. Bor  more  frequently  the  fever  commences 
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without  remarkable  ftupor  or  lleep  ; after  which 
they  fupervene  on  the  fecond  or 
third  accelFion  only;  the  fleep5  how-  anilymptom. 
ever,  is  not  of  the  fame  decree  at 
each  acceffion  of  the  fever.  Generally  it  gra^ 
dually  increafes  at  each  acceffion,  in  fiich  a man- 
nei%  that  in  the  laft  but  one,  or  the  lail,  the  pa- 
tient becomes  really  apoplectic.  It  is  iligliler  in 
the  fir  ft  acceffions  : for  the  patient  may  be  roufed 
when  called,  or  fliook,  but  quickly  relapfes  into 
fleep  again,  when  left  to  himfelf,  and  no  longer 
irritated.  Sometimes  the  deep  is  conjoined  vcith 
delirium,  at  other  times  not.  Some  patients^ 
alfo,  when  opprefTed  by  this  lethargy,  talk 
childifhly,  as  if  their  tongues  were  become  pa»* 
ra  lytic.  Occafionally,  too,  fab  fultus  tendinum^ 
and  convulfive  motions,  are  prefent  during  the 
acceffions. 

445.  But  every  kind  of  deep  which  comes  on 
in  fevers,  is  not  attended  with  equal 
danger.  For,  if  the  patient  be  eafily 
roufed,  opens  his  eyes  with  the  ufual 
luftre,  and  moves  them  about;  if  his  looks  have  tii< 
natural  appearance,  if  his  anfwers  are  coherent : 
fleep  of  this  kind  portends  little  or  no  danger.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  is  roufed  from  fleep  wuth 
difficulty,  and,  when  a weakened,  his  eyes  appear 
dull,  roll  in  his  head,  fquhit,  or  are  turned  up  ; 
if  they  are  red,  turgid,  and,  in  forne  meafiirej, 


SWns  of  TOod  and 

TT  ^ 
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protuberant,  or  appear  languid,  dim,  or  wan,~ 
although  I certainly  have  fometimes  obferved 
them  retain  their  natural  appearance  in  fuch 
cafes  ; — -and  if  delirium  is  prefent : then  the  fleep 
has  a tendency  to  lethargy,  and  threatens  the 
v/orft  event  Of  vrhich  kind  is  the  fleep  ac- 
companying the  acceflTions  of  this  fever. 

446.  Enough,  then,  of  the  fymptom  afforded 
by  the  ftate  of  the  head  ; we  fliall  now  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the  pulfe.  Du- 

The  fecond  . «/r  • • r J • 

fymptom,  afford-  ring  the  remillion  it  is  round  uni- 

ed  by  the  pulfe.  ^ i i r 

form,  high,  not  very  irequent, 
efpecially  on  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint ; 
but,  at  the  height  of  the  acceflions,  it  is  much 
quicker,  and  likewife  fmall,  unequal,  weak,  and 


fometimes  fo  obfcure,  as  the  difeafe  draws  to  a fa- 
tal termination,  that  at  length  it  can  fcarcely  be  felt 
at  all.  It  is  furprifmg,  however,  that,  while  this 
is  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  the  fkin  is  frequently  as 
it  were  parched,  and  that  the  patients,  while 
they  are  cold  externally,  generally  complain  of 
a moft  uncafy  fenfation  of  heat  internally.  Such 
are  the  particular,  and,  as  it  vrere,  peculiar  af- 
fedions  of  the  pulfe  in  this  fever.  I muft  not, 
however,  omit  to  mention,  that  in  fome,  at  the 
height  of  the  acceflion,  it  is  ftrong  and  full, 
-which  even  Le  Roy  grants  as  happening,  though 
very  rarely ; but  that  in  others  it  is  found  to  in- 
termit and  vary.  The  phyfician,  therefore,  to 
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acquire  a thorough  knoAvledge  of  the  fymptoms 
peculiar  to  this  fever,  ought  to  vifit  the  patient 
frequently,  but  principally  when  the  paroxyfm 
commences,  though  that  ihould  happen  at  night. 
For  thus  the  faithlefs  variation  of  the  difeafe  will 
nor  efcape  his  notice. 

447.  I have  already  obferved,  that  the  deep 
for  the  moft  part  is  gradually  in- 

r j • rr*  r ,1  Varieties  in  the 

.creaiecl  m the  acceiiions  rrom  the  accefiions. 
beginning  to  the  end  ; and  that  the 
acceffions  themfelves  come  on  and  remit  regular- 
ly and  diftinclly.  It  muft  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  they  are  gradually  fo  lengthened,  as  at 
length  fcarcely  to  remit  at  all,  becoming  confufed 
as  it  were,  or  having  only  fmaii  and  very  fliort 
Intervals  of  remiffion.  Although  this  generally 
be  the  cafe,  it  occafionally  happens,  that  fome 
patients,  during  all  the  remifiions  to  the  end,  not 
excepting  that  which  precedes  the  fatal  termina- 
tion, appear  fo  refrelhed  and  relieved,  that  their 
friends  can  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  of  their  really 
being  in  imminent  danger  : v/hile  the  patients 
themfelves  have  a ftrong  prefentiment  of  what 
awaits  them,  and  declare  themfelves  refigned  to 
their  fate,  at  the  fame  time  requelling  the  good 
offices  of  their  friends,  in  preparing  them  by  the 
aid  of  religion  to  fupport  their  laft  hour. 

448.  Sometimes,  about  the  feventh  or  eighth 
day,  the  paroxyfms  become  fo  mild,  that  the  in- 

VoL.  IT.  L 
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terval  of  remifiion  from  one  acceffion  to  another 

is  extended  to  the  length  of  twenty- 

Fallacious  chan-  i • r i r ^ 

ges  of  the  re-  tour,  or  thirty-lix  hours  ; thus,  rroin 

iniffionSx  Till  • 

being  a double,  becoming  a iimple 
tritceophya.  We  muft  then  beware  of  prema- 
turely pronouncing  a favourable  prognofis  ^ efpe- 
cially  when  no  evacuation,  or  critical  eruption,  to 
which  fo  great  a change  ought  to  be  aferibed, 
precedes.  For  it  has  frequently  happened,  that, 
after  fo  long  a ceffation  from  fever,  the  com- 
plaint has  returned  with  greater  violence,  and  ta- 
ken the  incautious  praditioner  at  a difadvantage. 

The  tongue  is  generally  moift,  and 
along  like  the  natural  one,  except- 
ing in  thofe  patients  who,  being  op- 
preffed  with  fleep,  breathe  with  their  mouth  open, 
for  in  fuch  cafes  it  becomes  parched  and  rough  ; 
although  1 have  alfo  occafionally  feen  it  grow 
dry  from  the  heat  of  the  fever,  while  not  unfre- 
quently,  after  the  violence  of  the  fever  had  fub- 
fided,  although  they  fUll  breathed  with  their 
mouth  open,  it  remained  moift  and  foft, 

449.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  occurrence,  ac- 
cording to  Le  Roy,  while  the  difeafe  is  drawing 

to  a clofe,  for  a fwelling  of  one  or 
other,  or  both,  parotid  glands  to 
come  on,  which  is  often  the  fore- 
runner of  immediate  dea^'b  ; or  for  fymptomatic 
petechitc  to  break  outj  indicating  an  equal  degree 
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of  danger.  But  in  thofe  perfons  ia-bourlng  un- 
der this  complaint,  whom  I have  attended,  I ne- 
ver found'  any  of  thefe  things  take  place  ; from 
which  I conclude,  that  they  are  by  no  means  pe- 
culiar to  it,  and  that,  if  they  ever  really  hap- 
pen, it  is  when  fome  malignity,  or  putrid  collu- 
vies, is  combined  with  it.  And  I fhould  fuppofe, 
that  this  is  a cafe  in  which  the  alvine  feces  be- 
come thin,  and  are  frequently  paffed,  attended 
with  a peculiarly  fetid  fmell,  and  fuch  effluvia 
are  faid  to  arife  from  the  patient’s  body,  that  one 
cannot  remain  long  in  air  impregnated  with  them, 
without  being  feized  with  headach,  which  is  of 
fhort  continuance  however,  quickly  ceafing  on 
the  perfon’s  being  removed  into  the  pure  air,  and 
remaining  there  for  a little. 

450.  This  fever  is  extremely  dangerous,  and 
generally  proves  fatal.  It  never  has 
been  known  to  be  communicated 
by  contagion,  or  to  prevail  epidemically.  It 
ufually  attacks  old  people  here  and  there  fporadi- 
cally,  from  fome  evident  and  pre-exifting  caufe, 
though  flight,  efpecially  during  the  autumnal  fea- 
fon,  or  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  the  cu- 
ticular  difcharge  has  been  diminiihed  by  cold 
or  damp  weather.  It  terminates  in 
death,  fometlmes  on  the  feventh, 
eighth,  or  ninth  day,  more  frequently  on  the 
eleventh  or  thirteenth.  Le  Rov  never  knew  an 


Its  rife. 


Its  termination. 
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inftaiice,  in  which  it  proved  fatal,  of  its  being  cx» 
tended  beyond  this  period.  He  does  not  deny, 
however,  even  when  the  fever  does  not  quickly 
terminate  fatally,  that  the  patient  is  left  in  fo 
poor  a condition,  as  to  live  a little  longer  in  a mi- 
ferable  ftate,  but  at  length  finks  under  the  com- 
plaint. I confefs  that  this  is  gene- 

It  lometimes  pro-  n r • i i 

cceds  flowiy.  I'^hy  the  cale,  as  this  learned  writer 

obferves  : but  I once  treated  a man 
of  feventy  years  of  age,  labouring  under  this  fever, 
combined  with  a bilious  depravation  of  the  chyle 
and  an  old  ulcer  of  the  bladder,  who,  after  the 
complaint  had  undergone  various  remarkable 
changes,  at  length  fell  under  it  on  the  tv/enty- 
ninth  day.  That  the  difeafe  is  fometimes  termi- 
nated by  a flow  death,  was  lately  confirmed  in 
the  cafe  of  a certain  great  perfonage,  who,  after 
ftrug-eline:  through  the  feverefl  and  moft  fatal  ac- 
ceffions  of  the  fever,  fell  into  a flow  fever,  at- 
tended with  daily  exacerbations,  and  at  length, 
being  completely  exhaufted,  and  continually  in 
a ftate  of  delirium,  expired  on  the  hundredth 
dav  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  And 
fubfultus  tendinum,  tremors,  convulfions,  difii- 
cult,  or  great  and  how  refpiration,  and  intermif- 
' fion  of  the  pulfe,  increafe  the  danger  to  a very 
great  degree,  and  accelerate  the  cataftrophe.  But 
if  hiccup  comes  on,  which  is  common  enough, 
it  is  a fign  that  all  is  over  with  the  patient. 
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THE  FEBRIS  HEMIPLEGIACA. 


be- 


451.  We  may  confider  as  a fpecies  of  the  fe-> 
Iris  foporofa^  that  fever  which,  on 

^ r 1 e 1 • r • The  reafori  of  the 

account  or  hemiplegia  lupervenmg,  name, 
feems  to  deferve  the  peculiar  deno- 
mination of  hemiplegiaca.  This,  like  the  former, 
attacks  inch  as  are  not  far  advanced  in  old  age, 
but  rather  thofe  who  are  approaching  to  it,  and 
have  pafied  their  forty-fifth  year.  But  there  is  a 
great  affinity  between  them  ; for  in 

■1  r 1 1 • ’ 1 The  affinity  b 

each  or  them,  the  patients,  when  tvveen  them, 
they  are  oppreffed  with  drowfmefs, 
talk  Inarticulately  ; the  acceffions  obferve  juft  the 
fame  manifeft  type  and  order,  ^in  which  a greater 
or  lefler  degree  of  fleepinels  comes  on  the  pa- 
tient ; the  pulfe  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  in  the 
acceffions  and  remiffions.  In  the  foimer  the 
tongue  becomes  paralytic,  in  the  latter  the  fide ; 
all  which  thinirs  indicate  a fimilarity  between  the 

O 

affedions.  But  they  are  not  attended  with  the 
like  danger.  The  fpecies  called  foporofa  in  moft 
cafes  proves  fatal  ; wffiich  the  other  does  not, 
fewer  finking  under  it,  and  many  being  pre- 
ferved.  If,  however,  in  its  acceffions,  the  pulfe 
becomes  imall,  weak,  and  irregular, 
it  may  be  equally  fatal  as  the  fopo- 
rofa  ; for  even  the  cardiac  nerves 

L a 
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fcem  In  fome  meafure  to  have  become  paralytic* 
Likewife,  If  the  organs  of  deglutidon  become  pa- 
ralytic ; if  ftarting  of  the  tendons  occurs,  if  the 
head,  eyes,  or  lips,  are  at  the  fame  time  con- 
vulfed,  it  intimates  fuch  danger  as  to  deprive  us  of 
all  hopes  of  a recovery.  But  it  is  neceffary  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  refpiration  ; for  the 
more  it  fwerves  from  its  natural  condition,  (as 
generally  happens  in  a remarkable  degree  when 
the  par  vagum  and  intercoftal  nerves  are  affedt- 
ed),  the  more  Imminent  is  the  danger. 

452.  This  fever  might  appear  to  fome  to  be 
the  fame  as  the  lethargica  of  Torti,  or  the  fopo-- 

rofa  of  others,  as  beine  in  like  man- 

How  it  differs  ^ 

from  th&foporo-  nei*  cxtrcmely  hoftile  to  old  people, 

and  often  combined  with  hemiple- 
gia, or  apoplexy,  or  palfy  (169.).  But  it  Is  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  thefe  perniciofa  comitatce^  i.  be- 
caufe  it  is  a continued  fever ; 2.  becaufe  it  is 
fporadic,  while  the  comitates  are  generally  obferved 
to  be  epidemic  or  endemic  ; 3.  becaufe  in  the 
hemiplegiaca  and  foporofa^  the  acceffions  commenee 
with  chillinefs,  which  is  of  long  continuance;  while, 
In  the  former,  they  begin  with  fhivering,  or  fimply 
with  the  pernicious  fymptom  common  to  them 
without  cold,  or  fhivering,  or  at  leaf!;  with  very 
tranfient  cold,  which  can  fcarcely  be  perceived  ; 4. 
becaufe  in  the  former,  the  tendency  to  death  is  ex- 
tremely rapid,  but  In  this  more  tardy  ; 5.  becaufe 
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the  urine  is  quite  different.  In  the  comitate  it  is 
fcanty,  thick,  and  depofits  a lateritious  fediment ; 
in  the  foporofa^  or  continued  hemiplcgiacay  it  is 
crude,  copious,  without  fediment,  or  a fmooth 
divided  cloud  floats  in  the  middle  of  it  ; 6.  be- 
caufe  the  former  can  certainly  be  removed  by  the 
Peruvian  bark ; while  this  fever  by  no  means 
yields  to  it 

453.  Le  Roy,  while  he  inveftigates  the  caufes 
of  the  difeafe,  and  its  fymptoms  and 

r 1 . . 1 . 1 • • 1 • -j  1 Appearance  of  the 

ratal  termination,  thinking  it  highly  brain  on  diffec- 

probable  that  they  all  proceed  from 

a peculiar  ^ffedlion  of  the  brain,  complains  of  the 

deficiency  of  anatomical  difquifition,  in  confe- 

quence  of  which  we  cannot  comprehend  what  in 

fad:  that  affedion  is  on  which  the 

Fitft  diffeiSlion. 

difeafe  depends.  He  mentions,  how- 
ever, that,  in  a patient  who  died  of  this  fever, 
in  a ftate  of  hemiplegia,  he  found  an  abfcefs  in 
one  of  the  hemifpheres  of  the  brain.  The  ap- 
pearance, on  diffedion,  in  the  prince 

Second  diffedlion. 

of  whom  I have  already  made  men- 
tion, as  defcribed  by  my  excellent  friend  Spezza- 
ni,  cannot  be  better  underftood  than  by  tranfcri- 
bing  the  account  communicated  by  him  to  my- 
felf.  The  diffedion  was  commenced  on  the  fe- 
cond  day  after  death.  Upon  the  external  furface 
of  the  body  appeared  certain  livid  fpots,  fome  of 
them  broad,  which  covered  the  hypogaftrium, 
others  lefs,  which  were  obferved  on  the  ancles, 
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and  at  the  extremities  of  the  toes,  and  a remark- 
able ulcer  of  long  ftanding,  extending  from  the 
top  of  the  08  facrum  to  the  nates.  On  opening 
the  abdomen,  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  liver,  pan- 
creas, omentum,  mefentery,  kidneys,  and  blad- 
der, were  quite  natural,  excepting  fome  varia- 
tions, not  unufual,  which  were  exhibited  in  the 
courfe  of  the  intePanal  canal,  and  pofiticn  of  the 
omentum.  But  the  fplecn  appeared  uncom- 
monly fmall,  probably  in  confeqiience  of  the 
compreffion  it  fuftained  for  a long  time  from  a 
hydatid,  which  being  formed  in  the  iuperior  part 
of  the  right  kidney,  was  taifed  upwards,  in  a great 
meafure  occupying  the  cavity  of  the  hypochon- 
drium, deftined  for  containing  the  fpleen  and  fto- 
mach alone.  The  water  which  it  contained 
meafured  upwards  of  three  pounds,  and  was 
nightly  yellow,  but  limpid.  In  the  thorax  the 
heart  was  found  large  and  firm,  and  the  veflels 
attached  to  it  equally  iound  and  well  formed,  the 
ftrokes  of  the  arteries  during  life  having  always 
been  powerful,  great,  and  regular*  There  was  a po- 
lypous concretion  on  the  left  ventricle,  extending 
to  the  aorta,  which  was  probably  formed  imme- 
diately previous  to  death.  The  pofterior  part  of 
the  lungs  was  of  a darker  colour  than  the  anterior, 
and  was  alio  more  diftended  with  blood,  as  ufed  to 
happen  when  the  patients  died  on  their  back.  In 
each  cavity  of  the  thorax,  but  more  particularly 
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in  the  left,  an  effufion  of  fome  fernm,  tinged  with 
a deep  red  colour,  was  found,  which  like  wife  feems 
to  be  referable  to  the  laborious  refpiration  at  the 
clofe  of  life.  Laftly,  the  head,  in  which,  in  parti- 
cular, the  caofe  of  the  complaint  was  to  be  fought 
for,  exhibited  the  following  appearances  : The 
dura  mater  feemed  to  be  nearly  in  its  natural  con- 
dition  ; all  the  veins  of  the  pia  mater  from  the 
extreme  branches  to  the  trunks,  by  which  they 
open  into  the  longitudinal  and  tranfverfe  fmufes, 
were  greatly  diftended  with  thin  blood  ; and  it  is 
probable  they  had  long  laboured  under  this 
defedt,  on  account  of  his  Highnefs  having  been 
accuhomed  from  his  infancy  to  w^ear  a tight 
collar,  by  which  the  return  of  the  blood  by 
the  jugular  veins  was  very  much  retarded.  Some 
fmall  fine  polypous  concretions  were  found  in 
the  veins,  as  alfo  in  the  fmufes.  The  interftices 
between  the  veins  were  filled  with  a whitifli, 
condenfed,  and,  as  it  were,  concrete  matter,  by 
which  the  pia  mater  itfeif  was  rendered  thicker. 
Between  the  dura  mater  and  pia  mater,  and  be- 
tween the  latter  and  the  brain,  there  was  an  un- 
ufual  quantity  of  ferum,  with  which  likewife 
the  ventricles  were  nearly  filled.  The  plexus 
choroideus  was  pale,  and  ftiewed  many  fmall  hy- 
datids formed  in  different  parts.  The  cortical 
fubftance  of  the  brain,  w^ell  marked  by  its  convo- 
lutions, feemed  fomewhat  contracted  ; but  the 
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medullary  portion,  and  the  other  parts,  exhibited 
no  morbid  appearance. 

4^4.  Morgagni  has  recorded  the  dlfledtion  of 
a nobleman,  advanced  in  life,  who,  after  being 
long  fubjedl  to  a hypochondriacal  alfeftion,  and 
vertigo,  in  November  1705,  was  feized  with  a 
comatofe  offeEiion^  combined  with  what  the  author 
confiders  as  a very  bad  fever,  by  which  he  was 

1 

cut  off  in  about  two  days.  But  as  Valfalva,— 
from  whom  Morgagni  has  taken  the  cafe, — be- 

Tides  delirium,  mentions  the  drowTi- 

Third  diffetSUon.  . . , ^ , 

neis  as  the  principal  lymptom,  it  ap- 
pears probable  that  this  fever  did  not  differ  much 
from  that  called  foporofa  fmum.  In  the  abdomen 
and  thorax  all  the  parts  w^ere  found  in  a found 
ftate  ; and,  although  there  was  a fmell  of  that 
kind  which  ufuaily  takes  place  in  fevers  from 
worms,  in  fome  people  caufmg  a w^atering  of  the 
eyes,  in  others  fneezing,  worms  could  no  where 
be  detedfed.  On  diifedling  the  brain,  water  of  a 
thick  confiftence  was  found  in  its  convolutions, 
and  likewife  where  the  medulla  oblongata  de- 
fcends  into  the  tube  of  the  fpine,  but  in  fmal! 
quantity  In  both  places  The  following  ob- 
fervation  feems  to  apply  more  directly  to  the  dif- 
eafe  of  which  we  are  treating  ; for  the  perfon 
feized  with  it  “ approached  his  fixtieth  year ; la- 
bouring under  an  acute  difeafe,  he  was  brought 
into  the  hofpital  at  the  laft  ftage  of  the  complaint, 
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where  he  lay  in  a flate  of  flnpor,  and  could 
fcarcely  return  an  anfwer  to  the  queflions  put  to 
him.  He  often  threw  off  the  bed-cloaths,  as  if 
he  were  oppreffed  v;Ith  burning  heat,  although 
to  another  perfon  he  fcarcely  appeared  as  warm 
as  ufual,  or  even  at  the  extremities  felt  cold. 
The  pulfe  at  one  time  was  hardly  perceptible,  at 
another  time  it  again  became  fenfible,  but  was 
hard,  fmall,  and  intermitted.  The  refpiration, 
however,  was  natural.  After  experiencing  thefe 
fymptoms  during  the  latter  days  of  the  complaint, 
he  expired  about  the  fourteenth.”  Which  de- 
fcription,  in  general,  exadlly  correfponds  with 
that  given  in  par.  446.  Having  opened  the 
abdomen  and  thorax,  the  ftomach 

Fourth  diiTe6iion. 

and  inteftines  are  found  nightly  fuf- 
fufed  with  rednefs,  as  if  they  had  been  in  a ftate 
of  incipient  inflammation ; in  the  ventricles  of 
the  h-eart,  however,  the  blood  was  thicker,  though 
fluid.  After  removing  the  cranium,  while  the 
dura  mater  was  divided,  and  th^  brain  taken  out, 
a fmall  difcharge  of  limpid  ferum  took  place* 
Likewdfe,  under  the  pia  mater,  which  fhewed 
flight  fymptcms  of  having  been  Inflamed,  the  fur- 
rows, which  dip  down  between  the  convolutions 
of  the  brain,  flowed  with  the  fame  ferum.  Laflly, 
in  the  lateral  ventricles,  a fmall  quantity  of  blood- 
coloured  ferum  was  difcovered  "In” 

* Epift.  anat.  med.  de  fed.  et  cauf.  morb.  Ep.  vL  n.  2. 

f Ibid.  n.  S. 
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455.  From  thefe  diflections,  thongh  not  nu- 
merous, it  appears  very-  probable, 
^^htfeauS.  that  in  this  fever  the  brain  labours 

under  nearly  the  fame  vitiated  ftates 
which  have  been  difeovered  by  anatomifts  in 
other  lethargic  aifeclions  generally  confifting 
either  of  abfeeifes  of  the  brain,  or  a colledtion  of 
gelatinous  lymph  betwixt  the  dura  and  pia  ma- 
ter, or  of  ferum,  whether  limpid  or  thick,  turbid, 
or  even  bloody,  ftagnating  in  the  brain,  or  effu- 
fcxl  into  its  ventricles  ; or,  laftly,  of  immoderate 
diftenfion  and  intarclion  of  the  blood-veffels,  with 
which  the  pia  mater  and  brain  itfelf  abound  'f'. 
Moreover,  it  would  appear,  that  the  more  fre- 
quent caufe  is,  dilatation  of  the  veflTels,  and  a fe- 
rous  and  vifeid  colluvies  overwhelming  the  brain 
and  Its  ventricles.  ‘ All  which  things— in  old 
people,  who  perfpire  little,  in  whom  generally 
there  is  a fuperabiindance  of  pituitoiis  and  crude 
humours,  who  are  particularly  liable  to  indura- 
tions of  the  veflels  of  the  brain,  or  to  atony,  the 
very  oppofite  condition,  and  therefore  are  highly 
predifpofed  to  congeftions  and  colleftions  of  the 
fluids — begin  to  take  place  gradually,  and  im- 
perceptibly increafe  to  fiich  a degree,  that  at 
length,  on  the  fupervention  of  forne  proper  ex- 
citing caufe,  they  fall  into  this  fhocking  and  fatal 
complaint.  I lhall  not  enter  into  the  difpute  a- 
boiit  the  various  ways  in  which  fuch  a ferous  col- 
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1 Livies  Diay  take  place  in  the  brain,  partly  becaufe 
I conlider  that  as  being  rather  the  province  of 
general  pathology,  and  partly  becaide  it  will  be 
more  particularly  treated  of  under  the  head  of  a-» 
poplexy,  and  comatofe  afteftious  of  a iimilar 
flamp.  Nor  fhall  I juft  now  inquire,  whether 
fever  be  always  excited  by  fuch  a caufe,  or  whe- 
ther it  arife  from  fome  other  caufe,  and  be  only 
combined  with  it,  or  occafion  or  aggravate  it ; 
fmce  that  would  lead  me  into  an  inveftigation  of 
too  great  length.  ' This,  however,  feems  to  me 
probable,  that  the  ferous  colluvies  may  caufe  the 
ftupor  and  fieep,  but  not  the  fever,  unlefs  there 
be  fome  acrimony  prefent  in  the  ferous  humour, 
or  fome  inflammation  of  the  membranes  and 
brain  be  conjoined  with  it,  in  conreqiience  of 
which  the  medullary  libres  and  nerves  attached 
to  them  are  irritated,  fo  that,  fpafm  being  indu- 
ced, firft  coldnefs  of  the  extremities  follows,  next 
the  motion  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is  increafed, 
and  all  the  fluids  are  thrown  into  agitation,  and 
effervefce.  On  tl\e  fame  veliication  of  the  brain, 
it  is  evident,  that  the  delirium,  fubfultus  tendi- 
num, and  convuihons,  ought  to  depend  ; and, 
if  ever  the  compreffion  prevails  over  the  irritation, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  parts  correfponding  with 
thofe  which  arc  comprelTcd  In  the  brain,  as  the 
tongue,  fauces,  one  or  other  fide  of  the  bronchia, 
and  one  or  other  leg,  become  refolved  as  in  para- 
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lyfis  aoJ  liemlplegia.  But  fince,  in  confequeiice 
of  the  motion  of  the  fluids^  being  increafed  by  the 
fever,  the  ferous  colluvies  is  gradually  hurried 
into  the  circulation,  and  the  brain  is  relieved  both 
from  the  compreffion  and  irritation,  it  is  probable 
that  the  fenfes  return,  the  fleep  is  fliaken  off,  and 
the  fever  gradually  fubfides,  until,  the  congeftion 
within  a certain  time  being  again  renewed,  the 
acceffion  again  returns,  fometimes  fooner,  fome- 
times  later,  fometimes  more  forcibly,  at  other 
times  lefs  forcibly,  according  to  the  variation  of 
its  quantity  or  irritating  power,  attended  with 
nearly^  the  fame  fymptoms. 


* Bonet.  Sepulchr.  t.  i.  fe£l.  iii.  Alfo  Morgagni  Epift.  A“ 
nat.  Med.  Epift.  vi. 
f Morgag.  ibid. 


Variatwns  in  coin- 
plication  affedd- 
sng  the  appear- 
ance of  the 
fymptoms. 


456.  It  llkewife  often  happens,  that  an  inflam- 
matory diathefis  of  the  blood,  efpe- 
cially  at  firft,  is  conjoined  with  this 
caufe  ; or  an  eryfipelatous  inflam- 
mation of  the  vifcera  internally,  in 
confequence  of  which  thirft,  heat,  hiccup,  anxie- 
ty, and  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  as  in  the  true 
lipyrise,  concur  together.  According,  therefore, 
to  the  variery,  concourfe,  or  complication  of 
other  fymptoms,  the  magnitude  and  danger  of 
the  fever,  as  well  as  the  fymptoms,  mufl  necef- 
farily  vary  not  a little.  In  the  old  man  of  feven- 
ty,  therefore,  whom  I already  mentioned  (450.)  as 
having  died  on  the  29th  day,  during  the  firft  days 
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of  the  difeafe,  after  recovering  from  the  cold  of 
each  acceffion,  his  pulfe  was  fcrong,  hard,  and 
vibrating,  and  the  blood  drawn  tenacious,  firm, 
and  covered  with  the  biiify  coat.  But,  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint,  and  efpecially  after  the 
fourteenth  day,  the  coldnefs  on  the  furface  be- 
came almoft  perpetual,  while  he  complained  of  • 
exceffive  heat  internally,  and  intolerable  thirft  ; 
and,  lafily,  the  pulfe  became  fo  fine,  final!,  and 
irregular,  that,  as  in  afphyxia,  it  fometimes  be- 
came almoft  imperceptible,  while  the  fenfes  ftill 
continued  entire,  though  fomewhat  languid.  To 
thefe  pernicious  fymptoms  was  added  firft  a thin, 
fetid,  colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  next  a tympa- 
nitic fwelling  of  the  abdomen.  But  in  this  pa- 
tient, befides  the  fleep  that  accompanied  the  pa- 
roxyfms,  there  was  an  abfcefs  in  the  bladder, 
that  for  a long  time  difcharged  with  the  urine, 
which  came  av/ay  fpontaneoufly,  as  happens  in 
incontinence  of  it,  a great  deal  of  very  fetid  pus, 
without  remarkable  uneafmefs.  That  the  bladder 
was  principally  atFecded,  was  manifeft  from  a large 
tumor  in  the  hypogaftrium,  that  could  eafily  be 
felt  by  the  hand.  Hence,  perhaps,  arofe  the  hic- 
cup, with  which  the  patient  was  diftrefled  during 
the  laft  days  of  the  difeafe. 

457.  In  this  fever  I would  propofe  no  other 
plan  of  treatment  than  that  men- 

, , . . The  cure. 

tioned  in  the  genens  cure  (42.'. 

Foi  in  general  all  remedies  prove  inefficacious.  If 
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any  of  them  have  ever  proved  of  fervice,  we  are 
affured  that  their  good  effed:  muft  have  proceed- 
ed from  bleeding,  from  employing  wet  cupping- 
giafles,  and  chiefly  from  cantharides  applied  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  to  the  arms  or  legs,  nay, 
to  the  head  itfelf,  producing  ulcers  there,  which 
are  to  be  kept  open  for  a length  of  time.  In  one 
word,  all  thofe  things  which  produce  revulfion 
from  the  head,  excite  the  nervous  influence,  roufe 
the  vital  powers,  diminifh  and  draw  forth  the 
quantity  of  ferous  fluid,  are  proven  by  expe- 
rience to  be  preferable  to  other  remedies.  Le 
Roy  affirms,  that  the  liberal  employment  of  fine- 
ly-powdered bark  has  fometimes  turned  out  welk 
But  the  Peruvian  bark  is  completely  inert  in  this 
fever,  nay,  fometimes  aggravates  it,  as  I have  re- 
peatedly found  by  experience.  Probably,  when 
it  has  proved  ferviceable,  the  fever  vras  an  inter- 
mitting one  of  the  pernicious  kind,  attended  with 
drowfinefs,  fuch  as  we  have  elfewhere  remarked, 
with  which  the  fever  now  under  difeuffion  may 
eafily  be  confounded. 


THE  PUERPERAL  FEVER  OF  THE  MODERNS 

458.  There  is  no  reafon  why  puerperal  wo- 
men fhould  be  exempt  from  wffiatever  other  dif- 
eafes  and  fevers  attack  women  in  generali  Hence 
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it  IS  not  unufual  for  them  to  be  attacked  with  pe- 
ripneumonia, pleurify,  angina,  apo- 
plexy, catarrh,  rheumatifm,  conti-  ^n^orcxempr^^ 
nued  or  intermitting  fevers,  both 
benign  and  malignant,  fmall-pox, 
meafies,  the  miliary  eruption,  and  other  com- 
plaints, from  common  and  accidental  caufes  ; fo 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a difeafe  into  which  they 
do  not  occafionally  fall.  For  why  fliould  they 
be  exempt  from  the  miferies  which  are  the  lot  of 
humanity  ? But,  befides,  they  are  not  free  from 
certain  difeafes  peculiar  to  parturition.  When 
we  treated  of  the  7ntlk-fever  of  puer-- 
peral  women  (357.),  I then  noton- 
ly  explained  its  different  varieties, 
but  I briefly  pointed  out  certain  fecondary  or 
fymptomatic  fevers,  which  are  occafioned  hj 
too  copious  a congeftion  or  coagulation  of  milk 
in  the  breafts,  or  by  inflammation  of  the  uterus, 
or  by  an  unexpected  metaftafis  of  the  milk,  or  lo- 
chia (365.  and  368.J.  But  it  remains  for  me 
here  to  treat  of  an  acute  fever,— fometimes  aggra- 
vated daily,  fometimes  every  fecond  day, — by 
mod  authors  efteemed  malignant  or  putrid,  faid 
particularly  to  attack  lying-in  women,  and  occa- 
fioning  great  danger.  As  it  is  fuppofed  to  be 
peculiar  to  puerperal  women,  it  is  named  by  feve- 
ral  modern  writers  t}iierperal  fever  as  if  it  were 
VoL,  n.  ^ M 
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a new  kind  of  fever,  and  altogether  unknown'  ttt 
the  ancients,  without  any  precife  denomination, 
and  not  referable  to  any  fever  formerly  known. 


* Synonyms.  The  Febris  puerperalis  of  Edward  Strother, 
critic,  fehr,  or  a critical  ejfay  on  fevers,  c.  \x.  p.  212.  The  Puer^ 
peral fever  of  Hulme,  Lond.  1718.  A Freatife  on  puerperal  fe- 
ver, &c.  and  Leake,  PraBical  Ohfervations  on  Child-bed  Fevers, 
&c.  Fht  febris  puerperarum  of  White.  The  febris  hchialis 
vulgo  in  Anglia  diBa,  fed  perperam,  of  the  fame  author.  The 
febris  laBea  puerperarum  of  Le  Roy,  Prern.  Memoir,  fur  les 
Jievr.  aigues,  p.  196.  The  febris  putrida  puerperis  fuperveniens 
etc  biliofo  humorum  apparatu,  vel  ex  diata  erroribus,  of  Riverius. 
Prax.  Med.  1.  15.  c.  24.  The  febris  putrida  puerperarum  of 
Raym.  Jo.  Fortis,  De  febrib.  et  rnorb.  mulier,  p.  484.  The  fe- 
bris putrida,  feu  potius  maligna  puerperarum,  of  Willis,  Fe  febrib. 
c.l6.p.']6.  The  febris  uterina  a partu  tam  humoralis,  quam 
nervofa,  of  Raulin.  Fraite  des  malad.  des  femm.  en  couche, 
fe(T.  iii.  c.  x.  p.  219.  The  febris  miliaris  complicata,  f ve  pu- 
trida maligna,  of  Gaflellier,  Fraite  de  la  Fievr.  miliare  des  femm. 
eti  couche,  p.  6. 

f According  to  Hulme,  the  firft  perfon  who  wrote  concern- 
ing this  fever,  and  employed  the  name  by  which  it  now  goes, 
was  Strother,  in  his  Criticon  Febrium,  &c,  publifned  at  Lon- 
don, am  1718.. 


459.  That  this  fever  is  not  new,  nor  over- 
looked by  the  ancients,  is  eafily  gathered  from 
the  works  of  the  oldeft  writers,  as 
is  very  properly  obferved  by  Van 
Swieten  White  f,  and  others 
even  of  thofe  who  have  adopted  its 
new  denomination,  and  exprefsiy  written  on  the 


The  puerperal 
fever  known 
to  the  an- 
cients. 
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fubjefl:.  But  It  no  where  appears  more  clearly 
that  this  fever  was  known  to  the  ancients,  and 
very  accurately  defcribed  by  them,  than  in  the  firft 
and  third  book  of  the  Epidemics  of  Hippocrates 
in  which  eight  hiftories  of  puerperal  women  la- 
bouring under  it  are  recorded,  bearing  the  moft 
perfect  refemblance  to  thofe  defcribed  by  modern 
authors.  It  might  almoft  be  fuppofed  that  fome 
of  them  had  been  tranfcribed  from  Hippocrates. 
All  manner  of  praife,  however,  is  due  to  thefe 
authors  for  endeavouring,  by  new  and  repeated 
inveftigations,  to  throw  light  upon  it ; although  it 
does  not  appear  fufficlently  clear  that  the  utility  de- 
rived from  their  wmrks  correfponds  with  the  num- 
ber of  the  authors,  or  the  fe verity  of  their  labours. 
For,  concerning  the  nature,  caufes,  and  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  I find  fuch  diverfity  of  opinion  pre- 
vailing among  them,  that  it  becomes  no  eafy  tafk 
for  ftudents  to  determine,  to  whom  credit  ought 
to  be  given,  or  by  whofe  opinion  they  ought  to 
abide.  Therefore,  before  proceeding  to  its  de*- 
fcription,  refpedting  which  there  is  the  like  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  phyficlans,  I think  it 
will  be  worth  while  to  give  a flight  view  of 
the  principal  theories,  .which  have  hitherto  been 
publifhed,  concerning  the  nature  and  origin 
of  the  puerperal  fever,  and  have  occafionally 
given  rife  to  a great  deal  of  debate.  At  the 
fame  time,  I fhall  give  their  arguments  as  im-* 
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partial  an  examination  as  I can,  in  order  to  pave 
the  way  to  the  true  pathology  and  treatment 
of  the  difeafe  ; which  I confider  as  the  principal 
objedt  of  our  plan. 

* On  Boerhaave,  § 1329.  f L.  c.  J Lib.  i.  epid.  feet, 
iii.  segrot.  iv.  v.  xi.  lib.  iii.  fe£t.  ii.  segrot,  x.  xi.  xii.  fe6t.  iii. 
aegrot.  ii.  xiv. 

460.  Since  the  time  of  Puzos,  Levret,  and 
others,  wdio  have  publifhed  on  the  fubjedf,  it 

has  become  a common  opinion 

The  French  de- 
rive it  from  re-  among  the  French,  that  in  confer 

tention  of  milk.  r ^ mi  i • • j 

quence  or  the  miik  being  retained 
within  the  blood,  in  puerperal  women,  arife 
not  only  various  fevere  complaints,  as  apo- 
plexy, peripneumony,  and  abfcelTes,  thence  called 
laBeal^  but  alfo  the  very  fever  of  which  we  are 
writing.  The  chief  of  thefe  authors  is  Le  Roy, 
who  tells  us,  that  it  is  wifely  ordered  by  na- 
ture, that  feme  remarkable  change  in  the  animal 
economy  iliould  take  place  after  delivery,  by 
which  the  milk,  which  was  carried  to  the 
uterus  for  the  nouriihment  of  the  foetus,  may 
immediately  be  diredled  to  the  breafts  to  be  fuck- 
ed by  the  infant.  If,  either  in  confequence  of 
an  error  of  nature,  or  fome  other  caufe,  this 
neceflary  and  falutary  operation  is  impeded, 
and  the  fecretion  of  milk  in  the  breafts  be- 
comes defedive,  and  is  not  fupplied  by  the  dif- 
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charge  of  the  lochia  in  fufficient  quantity  ; then 
the  bad  confeqiiences  already  mentioned,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  milk  being  mixed  with  the 
blood,  and  not  feparated  from  it,  muft  neceffarily 
arife 

* Prejv,  mem.  fur  les  fievr  aigues^  p*  202.  et  feq. 

461.  He  concludes  tliat  this  is  the  trueft,  and 
mod  frequent,  of  all  the  caufes  of  the  febres  pcr-^ 
iiiciofee^ — in  oppofition  to  the  opi- 

• r • *.  1 r • 1 Their  reafons  for 

mon  or  the  ancients,  who  are  laid  tiunking  fo. 
to  have  afcribed  them  generally  to 
retention  of  the  lochia,— i.  Becaufe  fuch  women 
as  do  not  fuckle  their  own  children  are  more  pre- 
difpofed  to  thcfe  fevers  ; or,  if  they  efcape  them, 
become  liable  to  emaciation,  hyfteria,  vertigo,  or 
troublefome  cough;  while  fuch  as  give  fuck  to  their 
children,  or  nurfes,  are  exempt  from  them.  2.  Be- 
caufe milk  colledted  or  coagulated  in  the  breads 
is  the  caufe  of  the  tumors,  inflammations,  and  ab» 
fceffes,  with  which  fuch  females  are  troubled,  3, 
Becaufe  the  milk  floating  in  the  blood,  being  at 
length  carried  to  a particular  part,  iometimes  fituate 
internaliy,  fometimes  externally,  frequenti)^  fettles 
there,  and,  in  confequence  of  being  coilefled,  occa- 
fions  various  tumors,  both  of  the  lymphatic  and  in- 
flammatory kind.  4,  Becaufe  the  bodies  of  patients, 
when  opened,  plainly  fliew  that  fuch  abfceffes,— 
which  are  generally  found  about  the  uterus,  and 
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its  ligaments,  or  about  the  iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles, 
or  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  peritonaeum, 
and  other  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ute- 
rus — are  juftly  named  ladieal ; as  he  himfelf 
found  in  the  abdomen  of  a woman,  who  had  died 
of  puerperal  fever,  a quantity  of  ferum,  in  which 
clouds  refembling  coagulated  milk  v/ere  obfer- 
ved  floating.  5.  Becaufe  the  lochia  in  a great 
meafure  confifl;  of  certain  ladeal  fluids,  which,  if 
that  difcharge  be  fupprefled,  being  retained,  conta- 
minate and  infed:  the  blood  itfelf.  For  he  denies 
that  this  fever  originates  from  the  lochia  being 
checked  and  retained,  on  account  of  their  fup- 
preflTion  generally  fucceeding,  not  preceding,  the 
fever,  6.  Becaufe  praditioners  of  the  greateft 
experience  feel  much  fatisfadion  in  obferving  a 
copious  fecretion  of  milk  take  place  in  the  breafts 
of  puerperal  women,  and  draw  a very  favour- 
able prognofis  from  it ; and,  on  the  other  hand, 
ate  apprehenfive  of  danger,  if,  in  confequence 
of  no  fecretion  of  milk  taking  place,  and  the 
breafts  remaining  flaccid,  a feverq  fever  comes 
on. 

* Puzos  Second,  mem.  fur  les  Dupots  laiteux.  Item  vid.  Levret. 
Uart  des  accouchem.  p.  146.  147.  150.  et  feq.  Chomel.  ^cad. 
des  fcienc.  Van  1728.  Mem.  p.  581.  et  feq.  Laftly,  Acad,  des 
Jcienc.  dan  1746.  Mem.  p.  160. 

472.  Such  are  the  arguments  employed  by 
thofe  who,  with  Le  Roy  and  other  French  au-? 
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thors,  derive  this  fever  from  the  milk  being  retained 
in  the  blood.  But  fo  violent  is  the  prejudice  of  the 
vulgar  in  this  refpedt,  that,  ’whatever  crofs  acci- 
dent befals  puerperal  women,  is  immediately  afcri- 
bed,  not  to  fay  by  phyficians  and  furgeons,  but 
by  the  mere  ignorant,  to  this  caufe.  But  many 
well-founded  objections  oblige  us  to  reject  both 
their  reafoning  and  deductions.  For,  i.  it  is 
neither  milk,  nor  a milky  fluid,  nor 
is  it  chyle,  which  is  carried  to  the 
uterus  to  nourifh  the  fetus  ; but 
blood  and  finer  fluids  fecreted  from  it  are  deftined 
for  that  purpofe,  as  all  found  phyfiologifls  are  at 
length  agreed  But  let  us  grant  that  it  is  in 
faCl  the  chyle,  or  laCteal  fluid,  which  is  carried 
to  the  uterus  for  the  nourifh  meat  of  the  fetus, 
it  may  next  be  afked,  I prefume,  v^hether  that 
chyle,  or  laCleal  fluid,  be  earned  by  the  ufual 
palTages  of  the  blood  to  the  uterus,  or  whether  it 
defeend  to  it  from  the  receptacles  of  the  chyle  by 
veflels  fet  apart  for  the  purpofe,  without  having 
conneClion  with  the  blood  ? If  the  firft  fuppofi- 
tion  be  admitted,— and  certainly  it  is  more  con- 
fiftent  with  anatomical  truth,— although  it  be 
mixed  with  the  blood,  how  can  it  be  aflerted  that 
any  bad  confequence  refults  from  fuch  a mixture  ? 
Hence  no  harm  can  be  occafioned,  either  by  its 
flowing  back  from  the  uterus  to  the  blood,  or  by 
its  being  retained  in  the  blood.  For  why  fliould  the 
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fluid  defigned  for  nouriftiing  the  foetus,  and  which 
is  by  nature  fo  very  bland  and  mild,  prove  ini- 
mical to  the  mother?  Is  not  chyle  daily  mixed 
with  the  blood,  and  retained  in  it,  to  re- 
pair the  conflant  exhauflion  that  is  going  on  ? 
But  if  the  other  fuppofidon  be  admitted,  I fhould 
be  glad  to  have  thofe  different  paflages  pointed 
out  to  me  ; and  whoever  can  do  fo  will  throw 
effential  light  on  the  fubjed:.  After  thefe  prefa- 
tory remarks,  I would  flill  afk,  why  the  chyle, 
or  ladeal  fluid,  which  in  man  daily  flows  from 
the  thoracic  dud:,  and  by  other  ways,  into  the 
blood,  and  is  retained  in  it,  with  impunity  to  the 
individual,  by  being  retained  in  the  blood,  as  they 
contend,  fhould  prove  fo  injurious  to  puerperal 
women  alone  ? Nor  will  the  difficulty  be  removed 
by  alleging,  that  the  lad:eal  fluid  is  prepared  and 
fecreted  in  the  uterus  itfelf ; for  the  ladieal  or  lym- 
phaticG^adfeal^  veffels,  which  fome  pretend  to  have 
difcovered  in  the  uterus  of  a woman  f , have  not 
been  pointed  out  fo  clearly,  as  not  ftill  to  leave 
the  matter  in  the  utmofl  ambiguity  2.  Though 
what  is  alleged  of  women  fuckling  their  children 
generally  holds  good,  namely,  that  they  enjoy 
better  health,  and  are  probably  lefs  liable  to 
acute  fevers,  than  thofe  who  do  not  fackle  their 
children,— about  the  truth  of  which  I have  not  lei- 
fure  at  prefent  to  difpute  ; — it  is  no  new  thing  for 
even  them  to  be  feized  with  puerperal  fever,  from 


OF  REMITTEInT  fevers. 


.185 

which  they  run  confiderable  hazard,  as  I myfelf 
have  more  than  once  had  an  opportunity  of  obfer- 
vlng.  Nay,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  this  fe- 
ver, for  milk  to  be  fecreted  in  the  breafts  in  great 
quantity,  caufing  a very  manlfeft  turgefcence  in 
them  |],  to  the  laft  ftage  of  the  complaint;  which 
is  certainly  an  argument  §,  that  ladtation,  as  being 
confident  with  the  intention . of  nature,  may  be 
ufeful  to  puerperal  women  for  many  reafons,  but 
not  on  account  of  its  guarding  againd  the  reten- 
tion and  reflux  of  the  milk.  3.  The  complaints, 
with  which  women  who  do  not  give  fuck,  or  long 
after  parturition,  are  faid  to  be  alTedted,  neither 
always  attack  them,  nor  are  nurfes  altogether 
preferved  from  them  ; as  they  are  more  generally 
aflhded  with  emaciacion,  vertigo,  hyderia,  I0& 
of  drength,  and  confumptlon,  as  the  peculiar 
fympioms  of  lactation  than  thofe  who  do  not 
give  fuck,  unlefs  they  be  of  a drong  conditu- 
lion. 

* Frid,  Bern.  Albinus,  De  natura  hominis^  § 1504*  ^505. 
Haller  Phyftolog.  !.  xxlx.  § 33.  34.  35,  36.  Caldan,  Injlit, 
PhyfwL  ^ 508.  524.  525. 

f Vieuflen.  after  Verheyen,  ii.  p.  43.  Falconet.  Deidier. 
Fizes,  Florn,  and  others,  but  efpecially  Allruc  f Malad.  des 
femm.).  “ But  thefe  authors,”  as  Haller  obferves,  (1.  c.  § 30.), 
“ have  transferred  to  man  the  fabric  of  ruminating  animals.” 

X Haller  PhiftoL  I.  xxviii.  fecf.  2.  § 46.  48.  where  he  fays : 

To  thefe  — viz.  the  lymphatics  of  the  uterus — I refer  the  veiTels 


lU) 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


formerly  called  the  latleals  of  the  uterus,”  of  which  he  had. 
already  treated  in  book  xxvii.  But  the  exiftence  of  thefe  vef- 
fcls  is  much  more  confidently  denied  by  Azzoguidi,  not  only 
Inhis  InJIitutioH.  Medic,  vol.  i.  § 154.  but  alfo  in  his  Ohfervations 
cQncerning  the  Jlrudiure  of  the  uterus^  publifhed  in  the  year  1775 
at  Bologna,  where  (p.  36.  et  feq.)  he  both  quotes  the  authority 
of  Morgagni,  which  is  of  great  weight,  and  that  of  Anna 
Manzolina,  diflinguiflied  for  her  anatomical  refearch,  together 
with  the  obfervatioiis  of  the  celebrated  Mofcatus,  profeflbr  of 
anatomy,  a man  of  incredible  fkill  5 and  like  wife  mentions  the 
inveftigation  v/hich  he  himfelf  had  often  fet  on  foot,  with  all 
manner  of  diligence,  to  elucidate  the  fubjecl. 

j|  Leake,  L c. 

§ In  the  coliecfion  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Hamburgh,  pu- 
bllfhed  in  German  by  Gifeke,  (p.  136.  to  160.),  this  fadl  is 
confirmed  \ for  in  it  the  author  affirms,  that  the  difeafes  which 
are  generally  afcribed  to  aberration  of  the  milk,  fuch  as  fever, 
tumors  about  the  uterus  and  legs,  &c.  fometimes  alfo  hap- 
pened to  puerp^Sral  women  who  gave  fuck  to  their  children, 
and  in  whom  there  was  a fuperfluous  quantity  of  milk,  while 
their  lochia  at  the  fame  time  flowed  as  they  ought.  Vide 
Pauli  Dietetic.  Gifeke,  M.  D.  Ahhandlungen  und  Beobachtungen 
aus  der  Arzneygelahrheit^  ^c.  or  Comm.  Lipf.  vol.  xxii.  p.  131. 

Morton,  Phthifiolg.  1,  i.  c.  vi. 


463.  4.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  fome- 

tliiies  a fparing  fecretion  of  milk  takes  place, 

nay,  that  it  does  not  take  place 


Continuation  of  ^ n *1  i • 

the  refutation.  ^.ll,  Willie  the  iocnia  are  not 


more  copious  than  ufual,  without 
puerperal  women  receiving  any  injury,  much 
lefs  being  attacked  with  puerperal  fever.  5.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  frequently  been  occafioned 
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before  the  fuppreffion  of  the  milk^  and  after  its 
appearance  the  breafts  have  fometirnes  remained 
long  turgid  with  milk^  and  it  is  not  always  avoid- 
ed by  thole  who,  at  the  very  firft,  fuckle  their 
children,  as  wdil  be  fliewn  by  inllances  hereafter 
to  be  adduced.  6.  It  is  an  eftablifhed  fad:,  that 
by  ftagnation  and  heat,  the  milk  becomes  fo  vi- 
tiated and  corrupted,  that  it  may  prove  injurious 
to  the  fyftem  by  remaining  too  long,  or  concre- 
ting in  the  breafts  : in  which  cafe,  however, 
v/hatever  paffes  back  into  the  blood,  generally, 
if  it  be  not  repelled  in  too  great  quantity,  and  too 
fuddenly,  as  has  already  been  faid,  may  eafily  be 
expelled  by  nature,  either  by  diarrhoea,  fweat,  or 
urine,  or  by  any  other  way,  or  by  feveral  ways, 
without  aiFeding  the  health  much,  as  feveral  great 
men  grant  But  that  which  has  already  coagu- 
lated, and  cannot  be  refolved,  occafions  tumors 
more  or  lefs  hard,  or  abfeeffes,  not  very  difficult 
of  cure,  and  almoft  void  of  danger.  7.  As  it  is 
probable  that  fome  milk  is  every  day  added  to  the 
blood,  by  the  lymphatics,  without  injury  to  the 
health,  as  the  injedions  of  Meckel  feem  to  indi- 
cate j',  it  cannot  be  conceived  why  a liquor  fo 
very  bland,  fweet,  and  mild,  and  fo  friendly  to 
puerperal  wmmen,  whether  retained  or  abforbed, 
ought  to  excite  a very  bad  kind  of  fever,  infiam- 
mations,  tumors,  abfeeffes,  and  pains,  both  in- 
ternally and  externally,  imlefs  it  had  previoully 
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acquired  fome  remarkable  taint,  or  fome  other 
caufe  intervened,  as  expofure  to  cold,  or  fome 
confiderable  error  in  diet,  to  which  thefe  com- 
plaints might  be  afcribed  with  more  juftice. 

* VanSwieten  on  Boerhaave,  § 1329.  v/hcre  he  quotes  the 
authority  of  feveral  very  refpe£lable  authors,  as  Peu,  f Pratique ' 
des  accouchem.  p.  214.),  Levret,  ( IP  art  des  accouchem,  p.  I35«)>i 
^c.  who  own  the  fame  thing,  from  a convidlion  of  its  truth. 

-j*  Nov,  exper,  et  obfervat,  de  Jinibus  venar,  et  vafor,  lymphat, , 
Berolin.  an.  1772,  p.  56.  & 57.  where  he  obferves  : “ There 
would  be  a very  wide  field  for  animadverting  on  the  errors  ini 
medicine,  to  be  derived  from  this  fource,  which  fo  frequently) 
occur  in  fyftematic  works.  In  the  courfe  of  my  practice  I have; 
repeatedly  obferved,  that  old  women,  and  ignorant  people,, 
witliout  any  caufe,  have  afcribed  to  the  milk’s  retiring  into  the: 
blood,  almoft  all  the  difeafes  which  attack  puerperal  women,, 
which  a fkilful  phyfician  at  once  recognifes  as  the  efFe£ls  ofi 
inflammatory  fever,  arifing  after  child-bearing,  or  of  cold,  or: 
fome  error  committed  in  diet.”  Leake  makes  fome  remarks  5 
of  a fimilar  nature,  1.  c. 


464.  8.  I would  afk,  if  the  milk  forced  back, 
ato  the  blood,  while  ftill  bland,  and  by  no> 

means  acrid,  nor  vitiated  by  flag-- 


' cunthiufd?^  nation,  could  occafion  fiich  dread- 


ful complaints,  why  nurfes,  on  dif-- 
mllTing  tlieir  infants  from  the  bread:,  are  not 
equally  liable  to  them  ? Of  ail  that  I have  feen,  I 
never  knew  of  one  falling  into  any  ferious  difeafe 
from  fuch  a caufe.  9.  To  return  to  the  difledions, . 
on  \vhich  1 feel  myfelf  called  upon  to  remark. 
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by  fuch  as  accufe  the  milk ; the  matter  like  milk, 
which,  they  fay,  is  found  elFufed  about  the  inteC- 
tines  and  other  vifcera  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo» 
men,  appears  to  be  nothing  but  pus  proceeding 
from  the  omentum  according  to  fome  ; or, 
from  other  vifcera,  and  parts  in  a ftate  of  fuppu- 
ration,  as  the  peritoneum,  which  the  Englifli 
have  of  late  remarked.  But  the  fluid  refembling 
the  ferum  of  milk,  with  vv^hich  they  have  obferved 
the  abdominal  cavity  fometimes  abounding,  v/as 
either  fine  pus  expreffed  from  the  inflamed  intef- 
tines,  or  concrefcible  lymph  poured  from  them, 
and  in  a corrupted  ftate,  or  chyle  from  the  veins, 
perhaps  the  ladeal  ones,  in  confeqiience  of  their 
being  ruptured,  lacerated,  eroded,  deftroyed  by 
fphacelus,  and  laid  open,  difcharged  gradually 
along  with  the  lymphatic  fluid.  Nor  is  it  a new 
thing  for  a matter  like  milk  frequently  to  be  met 
with  by  diffefters  in  abfcefies,  both  internal  and 
external,  where  there  could  be  no  caufe  to  fufpeit 
the  prefence  of  milk,  to  account  for  fuch  an  ap- 
pearance f.  10.  With  refpeft  to  the  tumors 
and  abfcelTes  of  various  kinds,  which  occur  in 
puerperal  women  about  the  uterus  and  its  liga- 
ments, or  within  the  iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles,  or 
in  the  groin,  thighs,  and  other  parts  ; I think 
that  thefe — to  fay  nothing  of  the  retention,  or 
metaftafis,  of  the  locKia  — may"  more  fairly 
be  derived  from  the  gravid  and  fwoln  uterus 
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preffing  upon  the  neighbouring  parts,  or  from  the 
violence  thefe  parts  have  experienced  in  the  re- 
peated throes  of  chikl-bearing,  or  from  the  circu- 
lation of  the  fluids  being  checked,  or  from  tena- 
cious and  acrid  lymph  accumulated  any  where  in 
the  cellular  membrane,  and  ftagnating  there,  or 
from  purulent  matter  generated  within  the  vef- 
lels,  and  at  length  depofited  fomewhere  by  the 
vital  power,  inftances  of  which  very  frequently 
occur  in  the  writings  of  phyficians. 

Richa  epid,  'Taurin.  alter,  p.  40.  a^ger  4.)  mentions 

a puerperal  woman,  in  whom  fever,  v/ith  fhivering,  fupervened 
on  the  third  day  after  delivery,  of  which  fhe  died  of  a fudden 
on  the  twelfth  day.  A great  quantity  of  fetid  pus  was  found  in 
her  body,  which  had  flowed  into  the  abdominal  cavity  from  an 
abfcefs  of  the  right  Fallopian  tube.  He  did  norhefitate  a mo- 
ment in  fuppofing  it  to  be  pus.  He  moreover  found  the  ca- 
vity of  the  uterus  full  of  grumous  blood,  the  uterine  veflels  dif- 

tended  and  varicofe,  and  the  intcftines  on  the  outfide  black 
and  gangrenous, 

t Van  Swieten  ( on  Boerhaave,  \ 75.)— from  the  Hill.  Acad. 
Parif.  an.  1729,  p.  17.  18 — -records  an  inftance  of  a tumor 
found  in  tne  body  of  a young  nobleman,  containing  feven 
pounds  and  a half  of  white  matter,  partly  like  milk,  partly 
like  curds.  Lieutaud,  (Hijl,  anat.  med.  t.  i.  p.  257.  & 258.), 
from  the  JBa  P arifienfia,  adduces  the  account  of  a laBeal fluid 
found  in  great  quantity  in  the  abdomen  of  a girl  of  feven  years 
of  age,  with  a fcirrhous  mefentery,  or  obftruaed  with  a kind  of 
whitifli  and  cretaceous  matter  j and  likewife  from  Loflius  he 
quotes  the  hiftory  of  a boy  labouring  under  afcitesy  “ whofe 
abdomen  was  found  filled  with  a fluid  merely  ladeal.’^  In  a 
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full-grown  W'Dilian,  (Morgag,  Ep.  a?i.  med,  45.  n.  16.'),  who 
died  of  peripneumonia  within  five  days,  the  left  cavity  of  the 
.thorax  was  filled  with  ferum,  the  white  colour  of  which, 
had  there  been  any  fymptoms  of  the  prefence  of  pus,  one 
would  have  aferibed  to  being  mixed  with  it.”  Likewife  the 
pericardium  was  filled  with  the  fame  white  fluid,  fo  that  at 
firft  one  w^as  apt,  inftead  of  the  pericardium,  to  take  it  for 
fome  large  open  abfeefs.  But  the  whole  internal  furiace  of 
the  pericardium,  and  the  external  one  of  the  heart,  auricles,, 
and  great  vefTels,  was  covered  with  a whitifii  afii-coloured 
matter,  refembling  frefli  plaifter  laid  on  a w^all  j”  nor  yet  did 
the  heart,  or  pericardium,  on  abrading  it,  appear  to  have  under- 
gone fuppuration.  This  vroman,  however,  had  neither  borne 
a child,  nor,  as  far  as  could  be  learnt,  had  fhe  been  about  to 
He  in.  A fimilar  matter,  alfo,  covering  the  heart,  is  recorded 
in  the  fame  place,  but  at  greater  length,  (Ep,  20.  n.  37.),  to 
have  been  obferved  by  Guarinoni.  I myfelf  have  frequently 
found,  in  the  bodies  of  fuch  as  had  died  both  of  acute  and 
chronic  difeafes,  and  indeed  in  men,  the  pericardium  filled 
with  a liquor  like  milk,  and  the  heart  furrounded  with  a cheefy 
fubftance,  on  wiping  oft  which,  no  kind  of  taint,  excepting 
the  remains  of  a flight  degree  of  inflammation,  was  difcernible. 
The  ingenious  Percival  (Ejjays  med.  ^ exper.  ^c.  p.  232.) 
mentions  that  the  operation  of  paracentefis  was  twice  performed 
on  a girl  of  eight  years  of  age,  labouring  under  afeites  and  ana- 
farca,  and  that  at  each  time  a great  quantity  of  a fluid  refembling 
milk  and  water  was  drawn  off.  In  an  infant  eight  months 
old,  who  had  recovered  from  fmall-pox,  three  abfeeffes  formed, 
one  about  the  elbow-joint,  another  at  the  infide  of  the  ancle,  - 
and  the  third  under  the  right  clavicle  and  pedtoral  rnufcle.  On 
opening  them,  ( Ludiuig.  adverf.  med.  prac.  vol.  ii.  part  i.  p.  1 83. 
et  feq.),  a purulent,  thin,  and  fanious  matter  flowed  out  with 
the  coagulum  of  the  milk,  or  the  cafeous  grume.  Nor  has 
fuch  a matter  been  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  body  and  ab- 
feeffes  only,  but  alfo  in  the  blood  itfelf.  We  read  in  the  Hh 
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flory  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  an.  1752,  that,  on 
opening  a vein  in  the  arm  of  a man  in  good  health,  but  very 
plethoric,  much  more  of  a fluid,  extremely  fimilar  to  milk, 
than  blood,  flowed  out.  The  fame  facSfVas  noticed  by  Murius 
to  take  place  in  thofe  who  were  in  the  conflant  habit  of  riding 
on  hcrfeback.  Nor  are  thefe  lingular  occurrences,  but  to  be 
met  wdth  throughout  the  writings  of  medical  men.  From  all 
which  circumflances,  if  I miflake  not,  it  is  evident  that  there 
exifls  in  the  blood  and  our  other  fluids,  a matter  which,  when 
feparated  from  its  other  parts,  or  depoflted  fomewhere,  may 
refemble  the  white  and  ladleal  fluid,  or  appear  like  the  milk. 
I fhould  confider  it  as  not  being  far  from  the  truth  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  chyle  itfelf  here  is  w^orthy  of  the  utmofl  confideration. 
It  is  often  confpicuous  in  the  blood  drawn  a few  hours  after 
eating,  rendering  the  ferum  of  a whitifli  colour.  What  if  it 
fliould  be  exceflive,  or  not  intimately  combined  with  the 
blood,  or  from  any  caufe  fhould  be  feparated  from  the  blood, 
and  colledl  any  where  ? Could  it  be  derived  from  the  blood  ? 
The  fatty  and  adipofe  part  of  the  chyle,  mixed  with  the  ani- 
mal lymph,  and  depoflted  in  the  cells  of  the  adipofe  membrane, 
according  to  Haller,  f Pkyf.  1.  xxv.  fedl.  2.  § viii.),  forms  the 
fat.  Could  the  ladleal  tumors,  to  which  puerperal  women 
are  occaflonally  liable,  be  more  properly  derived  from  any 
other  quarter  than  the  milk  ? Haller  ( Phyf.  1.  xxv.  fe£l.  i. 
§ xii.)  has  likewife  fometimes  obferved  the  chyle  flow  back 
from  the  thoracic  du£l,  in  oppofltion  to  the  valves,  and  fponta- 
neoufly  diffufe  itfelf  into  the  iliac  and  lumbar  glands,  and  their 
vefTels.  It  may  be  conjedlured  that  that  will  happen  much 
more  readily,  if  any  obfhacle  occurs,  in  confequence  of  which 
it  is  obliged  to  regurgitate  and  find  out  new  paflages.  There- 
fore, fince  they  contain  a fluid  fimilar  to  milk,  we  have  a 
better  reafon  for  denominating  adipofe ^ or  chylous y than  ladleal, 
the  tumors,  congefhions,  and  abfceffes  which  in  puerperal 
women  often  affect  the  cellular  membrane,  and  conglobate 
glands,  both  internal  and  external. 
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465.  It  remains  for  us  to  dlfciifs  the  two  laii 
arguments  brought  forward  in  the 

^ ^ The  two  laft  ar- 

fifth  and  lixth  places  (461.).  With  guments  are 
refpedt,  then,  to  what  is  affirmed  of 
the  lochia  being  in  a great  meafiire  lacteal,  it 
what  has  already  been  faid  ‘againil  the  exiftence 
of  uterine  lacieals,  or  the  lacteal  fluid  flowing  to 
the  uterus,  be  kept  in  remembrance,  it  muft  im- 
mediately fall  to  the  ground.  It  rnufl:  next  be 
obferved,  that  tlie  occafional  wliitiili  colour  of 
the  lochia  does  not  fufficiently  demonftrate 
their  lacteal  nature.  For  they  acquire  that  co- 
lour, either  becaufe  the  veflhis,  from  whence  the 
red  blood  flowed,  now  begin  to  coatra<ff , and  only 
tranfmit  the  ferous  and  lymphatic  fluid  ; or,  be- 
caufe they  are  difcoloiired  with  purulent  matter, 
as  is  clearly  fliewn  by  the  fetid  fmell  they  exhale. 
Moreover,  if  the  lochia  fometimes  are  not  fup- 
preffed,  unlefs  when  the  fever  is  far  advanced, 
or  drawing  to  a clofe,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at.  For  it  does  not  neceflkrily  follow,  that  every  fe- 
ver which  attacks  puerperal  women  proceeds  from 
fuppreffion,  checking,  or  retention  of  the  lochia, 
fmee  there  are  various  other  caufes  from  which 
it  may  be  derived.  It  ought  rather  to  create  fur- 
prife,  that,  while  the  white,  or,  according  to  our 
adverfaries,  the  ladleal,  lochia  are  flowing,  the 
fever,  fo  far  from  ceafing,  is  immediately  excited  ; 
that  the  uterus  fwelis  and  becomes  tenfe,  from  re- 
VoL.  II.  N 
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taining  the  red  part  of  the  blood,  and  not  evacua- 
ting it  fufiiciently as  I have  more  than  once  re- 
marked : v/hlle,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to 
them,  nature  would  afford  relief  to  puerperal 
women,  by  allowing  ‘the  ladteal  fluid  to  be  dif- 
charged.  On  which  account,  when  I obferve  the 
lochia  ill  plethoric  or  fangiiineous  habits  grow 
pale  or  whitiih  too  foon,  although  they  flow  co- 
pioufly,  I confider  their  colour  as  fufpicious,  and 
not  unfrequently  as  portending  iome  bad  confe- 
quence,  if  timely  aid  be  not  given.  Moreover, 
with  regard  to  the  more  copious  fecretion  of 
milk,  I am  not  furprifed  that,  as  it  obferves  the 
order  and  intention  of  nature,  -and  generally  in-- 
dicates  the  found  ffate  of  all  the  fundfions,  it 
fliciild  alfo  afford  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  ‘ 
phyfician  ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  want,, 
or  deficiency,  of  the  milk,  as  it  is  a proof  of  the  ■ 
animal  economy  being  in  a flate  of  derangement,, 
fhould  occafion  much  apprehenfion.  But  bothi 
may  be  faid  of  the  flow  of  the  lochia.  Their' 
abundance  generally  gives  fecurity  ; wrhile  ai 
fcanty  difcharge  more  certainly  brings  along  withi 
it  danger  and  alarm. 

* Women,  and  many  medical  men,  as  foon  as  they  obferves 
the  lochia  become  pale  or  whitiih,  immediately  fay  that  the: 
milk  is  turned  to  the  uterus,  and  difcharged  from  thence ; 
without  paying  attention  to  the  time  when  this  happens.  But,: 
in  general,  they  begin  to  become  pale,  or  whitifli,  as  the  milk- 
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fsver  is  coming  on,  oi  after  the  milk  has  begun  to  be  fecreted 
in  the  breafts,  or  when  the  breafts  are  already  diftended  with 
milk.  Such  a difcolouration  of  the  lochia  cannot  then  be 
aferibed  to  the  milk’s  being  turned  to  the  uterus.  Nay,  they 
more  frequently  and  quickly  become  white  in  women  w'ho  fuckle, 
in  whom  it  is  not  likely  that  the  milk  is  carried  to  the  uterus, 
as  it  is  drawn  off  by  the  infant.  For,  did  that  white  colour 
proceed  from  the  milk  being  mixed  with  the  lochia,  it  w'ould 
certainly  become  much  whiter  in  women  who  do  not  fuckle, 
after  the  reflux  of  the  milk  from  the  breafts,  and  not  in  Inch 
as  give  milk  ; or,  on  the  v^hole,  in  thofe  in  whom  no  fuch  fe- 
cretion  has  appeared  j although  in  thefe  iaft  it  might  ftiii  be 
doubted,  in  fadt,  whether  the  difcolouration  of  the  lochia  pro® 
ceeded  from  the  milk  being  mixed  with  them  ^ becaufe  neither 
does  milk  exift  in  the  blood  under  the  form  of  milk,  as  has  al- 
ready been  faid,  nor  is  the  ftrudlure  of  the  uterus  in  women 
calculated  for  fuch  a fecretion  : for  it  is  deftitute  of  the  glan- 
dular ftrudfure  of  the  breafts  to  lit  it  for  fuch  a piirpofe.  If 
neither  fecreted,  nor  in  any  way  prepared,  where  can  it  exift, 
or  from  whence  proceed  ? Biit  it  is  urged  by  fome,  to  prove 
that  milk  adlually  exifts  in  the  blood,  and  is  poured  with  the 
lochia  from  the  uterus,  that  the  very  fweat  of  puerperal  wo- 
men, and  the  lochia  thcmfelves,  emit  a peculiar  acrid  fmell, 
fuch  as  proceeds  from  milk  verging  on  acidity.  Which  is  a 
very  vague  prefurnption  indeed  ; for,  even  though  in  fact  fuch 
a fmell  exifted  in  the  fweat  and  lochia,  proceeding  from  no 
other  caufe,  fuch  as  a portion  of  milk  retained  in  the  body- 
linen,  which  may  have  dropped  from  the  breafts,  and  become 
acid  by  ftagnation,  it  would  not  follow  as  a confequence,  that 
it  ought  to  be  afcribed  either  to  retention  or  reftux  of  the  milk. 
For  milk  is  not  the  only  thing  that  becomes  acid  in  our  fyftem. 
For  the  gelatinous  part  of  the  blood,  as  they  call  it,  is  apt  to 
become  acid,  and  therefore  has  a ftroiig  refemblance  to  the 
milk,  (Senac,  Del  cuore^  t.  3. 1.  3.  c.  4.  p.  105.  106.).  Animal 
foups,  when  kept  long,  acquire  an  acid  tafte,  and  exhale  a ft- 
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milar  fmell.  Animal  jelly,  alfo,  while  it  is  corrupting,  is  liable 
to  the  fame  thing.  Veal  broth  and  jelly,  when  left  to  them-^ 
felves,  acquire  acidity,  (Mem.  deTacad.  chiriirg.  t.  l.  P.  2. 
p.  70.  l2mo  edit.  Senac,  E^jfays  de  Phyftq.  p.  552*  Du  coeur^ 
t.  2.  p.  98.  Lorry,  Des  Alimens,  t.  i.  p.  353*)*  Likewife 
the  fat  and  oil  of  our  bodies  grow  acid.  The  heart  itfelf,  be- 
caufe  it  frequently  abounds  v/ith  fat  about  its  bafe,  when  too 
long  kS'pt  has  fometimcs  emitted  an  acid  fmell,  (id.  ib.  t.  2. 
p.  III.).  Nay,  Haller  informs  us,  that  Navier  difcovered  a 
fubacid  fmell  in  putrid  beef  \ he  likewife  informs  us,  that  in 
the  fluids  of  young  animals  manifefl:  acidity  is  difcoverable, 
which  is  ftill  moxe  evident  in  their  fat.  Hence  animals  grow 
acid  before  putrefaction  takes  place,  (Waller,  Chem.  p.  237.). 
Quefnay  difcovered  an  acid  difpofition  in  pus,  ( Oecon.  anim. 
t.  I.  p.  169.  195.  247.),  although  Halier  aferibes  it  almoft  all 
to  the  fat,  (1.  c.).  The  breath  and  fweat  of  children  is  acid, 
(Pechiin.  Obferv.  p.  332.).  An  acid  fmell  is  perceptible  in  the 
fweat  in  certain  malignant  fevers,  (Morgag.  De  fed.  et  cauf.  t.  2. 
p.  262.  Journ.  de  rnedlcin.  an.  1763.  Aug.  Fordyce,  p.  24. 
62. as  alfo  in  the  purple  fever,  (Rofen.  Sympt.  purp.  chronic,, 
fcorbut.  p.  16.  and  Ludwig.  Pathol,  p.  64.  I22.)  ; in  the  milia- 
ry fever,  (Hamilton,  De  pr ax.  regal,  et  febr.  miliar.').  ” An  acid 
and  critical  fweat  was  obferved  in  an  anomalous  fever,  by 
Grainger,  (De  febr.  Batav.  p.  33*)?  and  in  a woman  with 
mollities  ojftum^  by  Navier,  ( Zur  d emolliffem.  des  os^  p.  62.),  and  in 
a fimilar  cafe  Zeller  remarked  an  acid  vapour  arife  from  the 
abdomen,  (De  Jlruci.  gland.  prM.  nat.J.  A fimilar  acid  fmell, 
then,  is  found  in  other  difeafes  unconneCled  wdth  the  prefence 
of  milk  ; why,  therefore,  may  it  not  be  the  cafe  in  puerperal 
women  ^ Why  fhould  it  not  be  prefent  in  the  lochia,  which 
contain  much  ferum  and  lymph,  and  are  extremely  prone  to 
corruption  ? 

466.  Tltefe  obfervatlons  are  defigned  in  fome 
meafure  to  reftrain  within  due  bounds  thehypothe- 
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tical  opinions  of  the  French  on  this  fubjeft,  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  too  far  piifhed, 

1 11  Trr  r 1 1 t aftual  inju- 

and  too  generally  dinuled  ; but  i ries  proceeding 

IT  ^ • n rr  % i from  the  milk. 

would  not  wiih  to  ailert,  that  the 
milk  is  incapable  of  proving  at  all  injurious.  For^ 
in  confequence  of  being  too  long  retaiited,  beco- 
ming acid,  or  corrupted,  or  in  any  other  way 
being  rendered  acrid,  or  being  fuddenly,  and  in 
great  quantity,  forced  back,  we  have  already 
{hewn,  that  it  is  notharmlefs  (463.)  ; fince,  being 
thus  mixed  with  the  blood,  or  tranflated  to  the 
brain,  lungs,  and  other  vifeera,  or  being  fome- 
where  depofited  and  collefted  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  it  may  occafion  not  only  fever,  but 
likewife  worfe  diforders,  as  already  noticed  (368/. 
Nor,  v/hlle  I differ  in  opinion  with  the  French 
phyficians,  does  the  authority  of  the 

T7  T rs  * J X.  ..’I  The  opinion  of 

Englifh  induce  me  to  entirely  ex-  con. 

elude  from  the  number  of  caufes, 
inducing  puerperal  fever,  diminu- 
tion, fupjjrefhon,  or  retention  of  the  lochia.  For 
they  do  not  appear  to  me  to  deferve  being  heard, 
when  they  authoritatively  aflert,  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  fluid  which  is  dlfcharged 
from  the  uterus  under  the  name  of  lochia,  and 
the  blood  which  is  poured  out  by  ruptured,  la- 
cerated, or  otherwife  wounded  veffels  ; and 
that  they  are,  moreover,  both  to  be  efteemed 
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equally  bland  and  innocent.  Nor  can  they  b© 
credited  when  they  afhrm,  that  they  never  faw 
any  bad  confequence  arife  from  this  uterine  eva- 
cuation being  dimlnifhed,  retarded,  or  checked 
For  the  blood  alone,  though  of  good  quality, 
which,  as  the  uterus  is  contracted,  ought  to  be 
gradually  exprefled,  when  retained  has  frequently 
been  knovvii  to  give  rile  to  collections,  pains, 
fometimes  inflammations,  and  no  fmall  degree  of 

fever  But  if  the  blood,  which 
futed.  contained  m the  uterine  velieis 

in  confiderable  quantity,  or,  on  the 
uterus  becoming  empty,  has  begun  to  flow 
into  them,  be  fuddenly  repelled,  and,  in  con- 
fequence of  its  hidden  metaftafis  and  rapid  mo-' 
lion,  alfail  any  other  weaker  and  more  im- 
portant function,  as  the  brain  or  lungs  ||,  have- 
we  not  reafon  to  look  for  fome  of  thofe  bad  con- 
fequences,  which  are  the  ufual  refult  of  an  un-' 
equal  diftribution,  motion,  and  force  of  the: 
blood  ? Is  it  not  a very  common  occurrence! 
in  iudden  fuppreflTion  of  the  other  haemorrhages, 
efpecially  the  catamenia  ? What  oppreihon  at  the 
bread:,  anxiety,  and  fenfe  of  fuffocation,  the  pa- 
tients experience  1 What  alfeCtions  of  the  head, 
cephalalgia,  vertigo,  and  other  diftrefiing  difor- 
ders  ! 


'*  Efpecialiy  Leake,  1.  c. 
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f A very  complete  differtatlori  on  the  metaftafis  of  the  lo« 
chia  was  publiilied  at  Leyden,  an.  1768,  by  Gerhard  Fauvarcy. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  Baldinger’s  Sylloge^  vol.  ii.  p.  278.  The 
learned  author,  although  he  does  not  altogether  deny  the  meta- 
ftafis  of  the  milk,  thinks  that  many,  nay  all  the  diforders,  which 
are  afcribed  by  others  to  the  milk  alone,  are  very  frequently  to 
be  attributed  to  aberration  of  the  lochia.  But  as  both  kinds  of 
metaftafis  are  very  nearly  allied,  he  points  out  the  marks  by 
which  they  may  be  difcriminated.  He  obferves  (§  v.),  that 
the  diforders,  which  occur  during  the  firft  days  after  parturi- 
tion, proceed  from  the  lochia  j while  fuch  as  are  fubfequent 
to  the  milk-fever  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  milk.  Next  he  adds, 
that  during  the  metaftalis  of  the  milk,  the  breafts  may  become 
flaccid  j but  that  during  the  aberration  of  the  lochia  they  may 
be  turgid  ; and  quotes  the  authority  of  Van  Swieten  ( Com.  in 
Boerh.  t.  4.  p.  610.  dc  6 £2.)* 

J Fauvarcy  like  wife  apprehends  the  fame  bad  confequences 
from  abundance  of  good  blood  retained  in  the  uterine  veflfels 
(1.  c.  § iv.). 

jj  Fauvarcy  (ibid.)  reafons  in  the  fame  manner. 

467,  Sometimes  the  iochia  differ  fo  much  from 
the  condition  of  healthy  blood,  that 

How  the  lochia 

they  can  by  no  means  be  com  pa-  may  prove  hurt- 

till* 

red  to  that  whicli  flows  from  rup- 
tured veifels,  as  fome  would  have  it.  It  has  al- 
ready been  fhewn  (365.),  that  they  are  occa- 
fionally  purulent,  or  puriform.  In  that  caie  no 
one  can  deny,  tliat  the  retention  or  abforption  ot 
them  would  prove  injurious.  Soinefimes,  alio,  by 
ftagnating  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  vagina, 
and  being  cberifhed  by  the  heat  of  the  part,  qy 
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contaminated  by  the  admiffion  of  air,  they  urn 
dergo  filch  a change  that,  if  they  do  not  pu- 
trefy, they  certainly  become  extremely  prediipo- 
fed  to  piitrefadtion.  In  confcqucnce  of  which 
they  exhale  a very  foul  air,  an  acid  or  fetid  fmell, 
and,  by  their  acrimony,  in  feme  degree  inflame 
and  corrode  not  only  the  parts  through  which 
they  diftil,  but  in  a fhort  time  eat  through  the 
very  linen  employed  about  the  patient.  Could 
fuch  a fluid  be  retained  with  fafety,  or  conveyed 
through  the  fyftem  with  the  circulating  mafs  r 
Add  to  this,  that,  not  iinfrequently  after  child- 
birth, vitiated  and  hurtful  fluids,  from  every 
part  of  the  body,  flow  to  the  uterus  by  a very 
wnfe  provifion  of  nature,  that  they  may  be  ex- 
cerned  from  thence  by  an  effort  of  the  fyftem.  If 
it  happens  by  chance,  or  bad  fortune,  that  this 
difeharge  is  checked,  every  body  muft  be  avrare 
of  the  bad  confeouences  that  muft  be  the  refult. 

X 

* I have  the  fupport  of  the  ingenious  Fan  varcy’s  opinion,  which 
he  has  delivered  in  the  following  terms,  (§  2.):  Although  I 

affert,  that  blood  flowing  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  is  healthy,! 
would  not  affirm  this  of  the  blood  difeharged  from  the  vagina. 
For  it  is  well  known  that  the  heat  and  humidity  of  tliofe  parts, 
and  the  flagnating  in  them,  very  readily  and  fpeedily  induce 
putrefadfion  : hence  the  blood  ftow'S  from  the  vagina  in  a (late 
of  complete  corruption;  not  that  it  is  poured  into  the  uterus  in 
that  condition,  hut  in  confequence  of  acquiring  fuch  a taint  by 
remaining  in  thefe  parts.  Add  to  this,  that  the  remains  of 
the  placenta,  amnium,  chorium,  and  the  dowmy  fubflance  that 


wery  where  connedls  the  chorium  with  the  uterus,  arc  cor- 
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rupted,  fall  ofF,  and  contaminate  the  blood  in  its  paflage  in 
various  ways.”  And  he  fubjoins,  that  this  takes  place,  in  par- 
ticular^ in  the  warm  climate^  where  the  Jews  formerly  lived. 


468.  But  fuch  as  afcribe  puerperal  fever  neither 
to  the  miik,  with  the  moderns,  nor  to  repulfioii,  or 
metaftafis,  of  the  lochia,  with  fome 
of  the  ancients,  have  recourfe  to  in- 
fiammation  of  the  uterus,  which  not  teruseverocca- 

^ lion  It  r 

unfrequently  happens  to  puerperal 
women,  affigniug  this  as  the  moft  probable  caufe 
of  fuch  fevers.  But  Hulme  and  Leake  coniider 
the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  as 
being  fo  foreign  to  puerperal  fever,  that  they  very 
confidently  draw  a wide  diftinftion  between 
them.  They  moreover  affert,  that  in  women 
who  have  died  of  the  complaint,  the  uterus  has 
been  found  in  its  natural  condition,  and  without 
any  mark  of  having  been  injured  ; while  they 
have  obfervcd  the  omentum  and  finail  intefiines 
inflamed  and  gangrenous,  and  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity full  of  piurid  and  corrupted  fluids,  and  a re- 
markably fetid  air.  Whence  they  were  both  led 
to  attribute  this  fever,  not  to  inflammation  of  the 
uterus,  but  to  that  of  the  omentum  and  Inteftines. 

But  although  they  confider  it  as  the 
offspring  of  inflammation,  they  do 
not  exclude  from  It  all  piitrcfadicn 
of  the  primed  via:^  or  of  the  blood  it- 
felf,  at  lead  that  which  is  fecoiidary  and  acceffory. 


In  fiammation  of 
the  omentum  & 
inteftines  alle- 
ged as  its  caufe. 
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With  refped,  however,  to  the  IVmptoms  of  the 
fever  ; fuch  different  accounts  are  given  by  wri- 
ters, that  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  fay  what  are  pe- 
culiar to  it,  and  what  not  Therefore,  were  I 
to  adduce  ail  the  deferiptions  that  have  been  given, 
we  flioidd  find  fome  that  v\^ould  force  us  to  con- 
fefs,  that  fymptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  ute- 
rus had  been  prefent  in  them.  But  even  if  the 
bodies  of  vromen  who  have  died  of  puerperal 
fever  be  examined,  it  will  appear  much  more 
evident  ; nor  will  any  doubt  remain,  that  fome- 
times  no  diftindlion  has  been  made  between  hy- 
fteritis  and  puerperal  fever.  For  Le  Roy  him- 
fe!f  confeifes,  that  in  the  woman  who  died  of  this 
fever,  and  in  w^hofe  abdomen  he  found  a remark- 
able collection  of  ferum,  with  white  clouds  re- 
fembling  coagulated  milk  (461.),  even  the  ute- 
rus, and  neighbouring  parts,  were  in  a ftate  of 
inflammation.  We  find  in  Pouteau’s  works  f 
two  diffeCtlons  of  vromen  who  had  died  of  this! 
fever,  the  inner  membrane  of  whofe  uterus  was= 
black  and  foft,  while  there  w^as  a livid  red  co— 
Icair,  of  a truiy  gangrenous  appearance,  under- 
neath. Gaftellier  alfo  diffeCted  two  women,  wTo: 
had  died  of  puerperal  fever,  attended  with  an. 
exantliematic  eruption  i,  whofe  uterus  exhibited: 
the  moft  evident  marks  of  having  been  in- 
flamed. To  which  faCts,  If  we  add  the  obferva— 
tions  to  be  found  throughout  the  Mifcellanea 
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hired  Curioforum  ||,  no  one  can  deny,  that  the  ute» 
rus  in  this  difeafe  is  frequently  inflamed.  But 
the  account  publifhed  by  J.  P.  Xaverius  Faiiken  § 
fuperfedes  all  that  can  be  alleged  on  the  fubjedt. 
For  he  mentions,  that  the  year  1770  proved  iatal 
to  almoft  all  the  puerperal  women  in  Vienna, 
but  chiefly  to  the  patients  in  St  Mark’s  hofpital. 
Shortly  after  delivery  their  uterus  became  hard 
and  fwelled,  with  a fenfe  of  pain,  the  lochia  being 
fiippreffed,  the  belly  loofe,  accompanied  with  heat, 
thirft,  moifl;  flcin,  and  headach.  On  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  the  whole  abdomen,  particularly  to- 
w^ards  the  region  of  the»  diaphragm,  became 
fwoln,  tenfe,  and  painful,  the  breafts  at  the  fame 
time  being  flaccid,  and  containing  no  milk.  On  the 
fixth  and  feventh  day  thefe  fymptoms  increafed 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  they  were  carried  off  as  it 
were  in  a flate  of  fufibcation.  When  the  bodies 
were  opened,  a pfeudo-membrane  was  difeovered 
in  the  abdomen,  confifling  of  a matter  like  curds 
or  milk,  with  which  all  the  vifeera  were  covered. 
The  vv^hole  of  the  cavity  abounded,  as  it  were, 
with  the  ferum  of  milk  ; vrhich  was  not  wanting 

fometimes  in  the  thorax  itfelL  Not  one  vifeus, 

* 

but  many  w^ere  found  to  have  been  inflamed. 
In  fome,  hovrever,  the  uterus  was  fo  affedfed  as 
to  feem  in  a ftate  of  fphacelus.  An  account  of  a 
very  fimilar  epideray,  which,  in  the  winter  of 
1746,  proved  exceedingly  fatal  to  puerperal  wo- 
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men,  is  extradied  from  the  Commentaries  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  by  Van  Swieten,  In 
the  following  words : While  they  vrere  in  la- 
bour v/ater  flowed  from  them,  and  afterwards 
the  uterus  remaining  dry,  became  hard  and  pain- 
ful, nor  did  the  lochia  flow  as  ufual.  The  dif- 
eafe  began  with  loofe  belly,  fiicceeded  by  pain 
in  it,  but  particularly  about  the  place  occupied 
by  the  broad  ligaments  of  the  uterus  ; the  abdo- 
men was  tenfe,  there  was  headach,  and  fome- 
times  a cough.  On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after 
delivery,  the  breafts,  which  ufually  then  become 
diftended,  remained  flaccid,  and  the  patients  died 
on  the  fifth  or  feventh.  Poor  people  only  were 
afFefted  with  this  complaint,  efpeclally  fuch  as 
were  'delivered  in  the  hofpital.  In  the  month 


of  February  the  difeafe  was  fo  dangerous,  that 
fcarcely  one  of  twenty  efcaped.  In  the  dead  bo- 
dies the  coagulum  of  the  milk  (tijtng  the  language 
cf  the  French ) was  found  adhering  to  the  inner 
furface  of  the  inteilines,  and  the  ferum  of  the  . 


milk  eiTufed  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ; a fi- 
milar  ferum  was  likewife  found  in  foine  patients 
in  the  cavity  of  the  chefl,  and,  on  opening  the 

s' 

lunp*s,  they  Oiichargeci  a iimilar  la^-teai  lymph, 
but  putrid.  The  ftomach,  inteftines,  and  uterus, 
when  properly  examined,  appeared  to  have  un- 
dergone inflammation,  and  grumous  blood  was 
difeharged  from  tire  uterine  veffels  when  opened  ; 
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in  many,  aifo,  fuppuration  of  the  ovaria  feemed 
to  have  taken  place  All  which  things,  both 
. with  regard  to  the  fymptoms,  and  the  appearance  • 
on  diffedlion,  agree  fo  v/ell  with  the  defcriptions 
of  Hulme,  Le  Roy,  and  Leake,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  fimilar,  if  we  except  the  taint  of 
the  uterus,  which  they  never  difcovered  in  their 
puerperal  patients. 

^ White  himfeif  wonders  that  there  are  fcarcely  two  authors 
who  have  defcribed  this  fever  in  the  fame  manner.  Still  he 
thinks  that  each  of  their  defcriptions  have  been  taken  from 
faithful  obfervation,  according  to  the  appearances  which  the 
difeafe  affumed  : which  I would  wdfli  the  ftudent  to  carefully 
keep  in  view,  that  the  obfervations  which  I am  about  to  make 
may  not  appear  abfurd  or  groundlefs. 

f Melange  cle  Chirurg.  p.  182. 

J De  la  fievr.  miliar,  des  femm.  en  couche^  p,  108.  • 

]j  Mifcel.  N.  C.  Dec.  i.  an.  2.  obf.  85.  an.  4.  obf.  195. 
Dec.  2.  an.  4.  obf.  94.  Dec.  3.  an.  i.  obf.  22.  an.  3.  obf.  123. 
White  himfeif  (I.  c.  p.  206.)  does  not  deny,  that  in  this  fever 
the  uterus  is  occafionally  inflamed,  and  becomes  gangrenous. 

§ Das  in  Wien,  in  lahre^  ^77^?  ^c.  vide  Comm.  Lipftens* 
vol.  xix.  p.  289. 

51  Comm,  in  Boerh.  § 1329.  p.  450.  GeofFroy,  in  the  year 
1778,  faw  an  epidemic  puerperal  fever  in  Hotel  Dieu  2it 
Paris,  and  has  given  a fhort  hiflory  of  it,  which*  is  to  be 
found  in  vol.  ii.  of  the  Works  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society, 

P-  25. 
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469.  What  degree  of  credit  is  due  to  the  dit- 
feftioiis  fet  on  foot  by  Hulnie  and  Leake  to  dii- 

cover  the  proximate  caufe  of  thefe 

Whether  or  not  r i • 

inflammation  of  levcrs.  Will  appear  rrom  the  cir- 

the  omentum  &c  ■»  r 1 

inteffinesbe  the  cumiiaiice,  that  01  eleven  puerpe^ 

caufe  of  the  fev,  , i r i */1 

ral  women,  whole  hiltory  W hite 
has  given,  not  one  was  bled,  notwithftanding 
which  they  almoft  all  recovered»  Which  would 
not  have  happened,  if  the  inflammation  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered  by  the  former  writers 
in  the  omentum  and  inteftines,  had  really 
been  the  Immediate^  or  conjunct ^ caufe  of  the 
difeafe.  But  that  this  may  appear  in  a fliill 
clearer  light,  it  will  be  proper  to  confuk  the 
learned  obfervations  of  White  on  the  new  doc- 
trine of  Hulme,  from  which  it  will  be  found  that 
the  elFedt  had  been  rafhly  taken  by  him  for  the 
caufe.  For  fuch  an  inflammation,  had  it  been  pri- 
mary and  not  fecondary,  could  never  have  been 
prevented  or  difeufled  without  having  immediate 
recourfe  to  large  bleeding.  But  White  alfo  has 
peculiar  opinions,  in  wdrich  he  differs  from  almoft 
every  other  writer  : for  he  fuppofes,  that  puer- 
peral women  fall  into  this  fever,  neither  in  con- 
feqiience  of  the  milk  nor  lochia  being  retained, 
nor  from  any  inflammation  of  the  vlfcera,  but 
merely  from  their  blood  becoming  contaminated 
with  putrid  effluvia.  Again,  he  fuppofes,  that 
thefe  effluvia  arife,  partly  from  the  lochia  being 
retained  in  the  vagina,  or  about  the  pudenda,  and 
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readily  corrupting,  and  partly  from  acrid  and  cor-= 
rupted  bile,  or  putrid  fcrdes  in  tlie  intellines  ; 
that  they  are  abforbed  by  the  inhaling  veins,  or 
into  the  interftices  of  the  membranes,  and  mingled 
with  the  other  fluids  ; while  the  blood  becomes 
putrid  the  fooner,  the  greater  the  heat  of  the  air, 
bed-chamber,  bed,  and  drink,  or  the  greater  is 
the  abufe  of  calefacient  medicines  and  food,  and 
the  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  temperature  and 
renewal  of  the  air,  or  keeping  the  body  clean 
Therefore,  though  in  general  after  death  the  in- 
teftines  are  found  inflamed,  and  externally  co- 
vered with  a kind  of  gluten,  and  immerfed  in  pu- 
rulent ferum,  he  fuppofes  that  it  approaches  more 
nearly  to  the  putrid  and  inflammatory  kind.  He 
likewife  thinks,  that  the  inteftines,  omentum, 
and  other  parts,  which  are  generally  found  putrid 
in  puerperal  fubjeds,  are  more  readily  infeAed 
in  confequence  of  their  vicinity  to  the  uterus, 
lochia,  and  excrements.  And  to  render  his  opi- 
nion more  probable,  he  employs  not  only  many 
phyfical  and  phyfiological  arguments,  but  at- 
tempts to  ftrengthen  it  by  the  hiftory  of  fome 
fuccefsful  cures,  which  he  performed  fimply  by 
the  cooling  regimen,  and  by  means  of  acefcent' 
and  antifceptic  medicines.  In  Eng- 

1 I * A.  Wlkitc  s rfisfoniiiff 

land,  where  the  abuie  oi  Ipirituous  refuted, 

liquors  and  the  heating  regimen  is 

probably  more  general  among  puerperal  women, 
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and  cleaniinefs  not  fufiiciently  obferved,  and 
where  they  are  commonly  (hut  up  in  clofe  ill- 
aired  apartments,  efpecially  the  poorer  clafs  of 
people,  it  is  higlily  probable  that  they  are  at- 
tacked with  acute  and  putrid  fevers  from  this 
gaiife.  But,  fince  fiich  a mode  of  life  does  not 
prevail  univerfally,  it  would  be  altogether  abfurd 
to  conclude,  that  puerperal  women  in  a peculiar 
manner  are  attacked  with  this  kind  of  fever.  1 
myfelf  have  more  than  once  obferved  women 
living  in  a very  different  manner  attacked  with 
thefe  fevers  in  their  full  extent,  and  requiring  a 
totally  different  plan  of  treatment  for  their  re- 
covery. 

L.  c.  Pojl.fcript.  p.  337.  et  feq. 

I L.  c.  fe6t.  3.  art.  2.  p.  209.  et  feq. 

470.  Befides,  though  I am  very  wdlling  to  al- 
low, that  the  caufes  adduced  by  White  poflefs  a 

power  of  proving:  iiiiurious,  vet  it 

Other  objections.  ^ r & J 5 ^ 

does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
body  can  be  fo  quickly  arfedted  by  them,  that  a 
bad  kind  of  fever  ihouid  be  excited  on  the  firfl;  or 
fecond  day  after  delivery,  as  White,  with  Flulme, 
Leake,  and  others,  allows  frequently  to  happen  ; 
unlefs  fome  dyfcrafy  previoufly  exift  in  the  blood, 
or  the  body  abound  v/ith  a gaftrlc  or  bilious  col- 
luvies, or  the  fluid  be  otherwife  vitiated.  And 
this  feems  to  have  occurred  to  Riverius,  who, 
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though  lefs  acquainted  with  hypothetical  and 
highly  polifhed  dodrines,  in  real  medical  infor- 
mation and  experience,  furpaffes  many  of  our 
modern  writers.  For,  after  enume- 

Riverius’s  opinion 

rating  the  caufes  that  give  rife  to  of  the  caufes  of 

. T P ^ this  fever. 

putrid  levers  in  puerperal  women 

among  w^hich  he  comprehends  fuppreffion  and 

diminution  of  the  lochia,  he  proceeds  as  follows  : 

If,  however,  while  the  lochia  are  flowing  pro- 
perly, the  fever  arifes,  it  proceeds  either  from  a 
bilious  colleclion  of  humours,  or  from  errors  in 
diet.  Vitiated  fluids,  agitated  by  the  labours  and 
pains  of  pcnturidon,  are  both  very  apt  to  become 
putrid,  and  to  occafion  fever  *1'.’’  Refpedlng 
errors  in  diet,  as  he  makes  fome  judicious  re- 
marks, it  v/ill  be  proper  here  to  quote  his  own 
words : Errors  in  diet  may  occur  in  various 

ways ; and,  firfl:,  in  living,  in  which  puerperal 
women  generally  obferve  a very  Improper  regi- 
men, fluffing  themfelves  with  various  kinds  of 
meat,  which  cannot  be  fufficlently  digefted,  and 
become  putrid  within  the  body.  Another  error 
Is  committed  by  them,  (let  this  he  7xmembered  by 
fuch  as  recommend  the  cooling  regimen  too  inaifcri-- 
minately when  they  rafhly  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  cold  air,  efpecially  about  the  time  the  milk- 
fever  appears,  which  is  generally  refolved  by 
fweat.  But  the  diaphorefis  is  checked  by  the  in- 
cautious admiffion  of  cold  air : whence  fhe  fe- 
VoL.  11.  O 
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ver,  which  of  itfelf  would  have  been  falutary, 
and  lafted  but  a few  days,  is  changed  into  a pu- 
trid one,  attended  with  confiderable  danger.”  Nay, 
this  fever  fometimes  comes  on  during  the  very 
time  of  parturition,  or  even  one  or  two  days  be- 
fore it,  as  appears  from  the  hiftories  of  Hippo- 
crates himfelf,  not  to  mention  others ; from, 
which  we  readily  conclude,  that  this  fever  is  not 
always  to  be  derived  either  from  the  milk,  or 
lochia,  or  from  an  improper  mode  of  living. 

* Let  the  putrid  fevers  here  be  taken  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
followers  of  Galen,  as  already  noticed. 

f Pra'^.  Med.  L xv.  C.  24.  § 6. 

471.  But  befides  the  dyferafy  of  the  fluids, 
and  a putrid,  or  bilious,  colluvies  in  the  primes 

01  fudden  fuppreflion  of  the 

Other  caufes. 

fweat,  or  lochia,  he  mentions  ano- 
ther pretty  frequent  caufe  of  puerperal  fever, 
namely,  fome  portion  of  the  feamdines  adhering 
to  the  uterus,  or  grumous  blood,  or  fome 
other  foreign  matter  left  in  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus  after  birth,  becoming  putrid,  occafion- 
ing  the  green  colour.,  and  fetid  and  cadaverous 
Jmell  of  the  lochia.  For,  from  thefe  caufes,  not 
only  does  the  uterus  become  putrid,  but  likewife 
the  whole  body  is  infefted  with  putrid  ichors  and 
and  baneful  effluvia,  from  whence  the  mofl  pu- 
trid fevers  arife.  And,  in  fupport  of  each  caufe, 
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lie  adduces  two  cafes  exaflly  in  point,  taken  from 
Harvey’s  Treatife  on  Child-birth.  Nor  is  Rive-^ 
rius  the  only  perfon  who  has  written  to  this  ef- 
fe£t.  Similar,  or  the  very  farne^  obfervations 
are  made  by  Willis  For,  enu- 

W lilt's 

merating  the  caufes  of  thefe  fevers,  to  the  opinion  of 
he  firil  affiimes  a bad  diathefis  of 
the  blood,”  contracled  during  geftation  ; in  the 
fecond  place,  morbid  alFeflions  of  the  uterus,” 
the  confeqiiences  of  parturition.  By  the  former, 
if  it  be  not  removed  by  a copious  and  continued 
flow  of  the  lochia,  he  fays,  that  the  blood  is  ren- 
dered extremely  apt,  on  the  moft  trifling  occa- 
fion,  to  effervefce  and  putrify,  nay,  that  the  ner- 
vous fluid  becomes  thoroughly  vitiated,  and,  as  it 
were,  poifoned.  But  that,  “ in  confequence  of 
the  latter,  the  lochia  are  fappreffed,  and  the  puri- 
fying  of  the  whole  blood  impeded,  by  which  the 
fetid  ichors  are  blended  with^  and  infedi  the  blood  f 
nay,  that  convulfive  motions  beginning  about 
the  uterus,  and  propagated  to  other  parts,  oc- 
cafion  derangements  in  the  blood  and  other  fluids, 
which  frequently  confpire  in  producing,  or  ag- 
gravating, the  fever.  At  the  fame  time  he  does 
not  omit  “ two  other  caufes  depending  on  the 
will  of  the  patients,  which  can  eafily  be  avoided 
by  them,  and  frequently  give  rife  to  this  fever, 
namely,  improper  living,  and  expoflire  to  cold.” 
For,  iroin  full  living,  and  dealing  in  foups  too 
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early,  he  obferves,  arlfes  congeftlon,  and  great 
uneafinefs  in  the  vifcera,  and  in  the  blood  febrile 
turgefcence  on  account  of  too  rich  food  being ; 
employed.”  But  by  catching  cold,  ‘‘  in  con-  • 
fequence  of  putting  on  their  cloaths,  and  getting ; 
out  of  bed,  one  or  two  days  after  delivery,  or‘ 
fooner  than  what  is  proper,  not  only  is  the  per-  • 
fpiration  checked,  but  not  unfrequently  the  lochia . 
are  fuddenly  flopped,  from  the  air  getting  accefsi 
to  the  uterus.”  Either  of  which  will  be  fufficient: 
to  excite  fever. 

* De  fehrih.  c.  xvi.  p.  77. 

472.  From  all  this  variety  of  opinion  it  willi 
readily  be  perceived,  that  probably  there  is  no? 
Angle  caiife  of  puerperal  fever,  but  perhaps  feve- 
ral ; and  confequently  that  feveral  kinds  of  this' 
fever  occur,  to  which  the  name  of  puerperal! 
applies,  or  has  been  given.  And  although  ^ 
the  obfervations,  quoted  in  the  lafl  place  frorai 
Riveriiis  and  V/illis,  carry  a great  ftiew  ofi 
truth,  in  an  aiTair  which  is  fo  much  contro- 
verted, it  is  the  part  of  a judicious  praclition- 
er  to  fufpend  his  decifion,  and  to  determine- 
on  nothing,  until  hat  appear  to  be  the  dic- 
tates of  reaion  lhail  be  confirmed  by  the  tefl': 
of  experience.  Therefore,  to  afcertain  what* 
are  the  principal  caufes,  and  vrhat  real  diflinc- 
dons  are  to  be  derived  from  thefe  caufes,— 
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Yi^lnch  it  IS  a matter  of  very  great  moment  to 
know  — nothing  appears  more  likely  to  aflift  ns 
than  examining  a few  of  the  hiftories  of  the  fe- 
vers called  puerperal,  that  we  may  thus  by  pro- 
bable reafoning,  a prjlermi^  diavF  our  determi- 
nation in  the  matter  at  ilTue.  I 
fiaall,  therefore,  firft  flightly  touch 
upon  thofe  which  Willis  has  left 
us,  and  next  give  fome  others  a curiory  exami- 
nation, in  as  far  as  they  concern  the  fubjeft, 
briefly  collecting  the  confequences  which  feern  to 
flov/  neceiTarily  from  them.  He  has  given  an 
account  of  feven  puerperal  women,  labouring  un- 
der fever,  four  of  whom  funk  under  the  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe,  and  two  furvived.  I fhall 
omit  the  feventh,  becaufe,  as  fiie  had  only  fmall- 
pox,  her  cafe  does  not  properly  apply  to  the 
prefent  inveftigation.  The  firfi:  ot  tlieie  patients 
was  attacked  with  fever  from  various  caufes  ; for 
ihe  had  both  had  a difEcult  hhoor, 
on  the  fecond  day  after  delivery  ate 
p)lentifui!y  of  animal  food,  and  on  the  third  re- 
mained out  of  bed  for  four  hours.  On  the  fol- 
lowing night  file  was  taken  ill,  at  which  time  the 
milk  flov/ed  to  the  breafts,  but  immediately  dif- 
appeared  on  the  application  of  a diachylon  plai- 
ner. In  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  flie  wa& 
feverifn,  and  manifeffed  fymptoms  of  dyfpepfia^ 
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On  the  fifth  day  there  was  more  fever,  and  the 
fame  uneafy  fymptoms  at  the  ftomacli.  The  lo- 
chia were  diminifiied,  and  became  white,  or  rum 
into  the  fluor  albus.  Towards  evening  the  head' 
was  affedted.  The  hypochondrcs  and  epiga- 
ftrium  became  tenfe.  On  the  fixtii  day  the ; 
tongue  v/as  afieded  with  paralyfis.  On  the  fe- 
venth  oppreffion  at  the  cheft,  and  lofs  of  fenfe 
fupervened ; and  on  the  eighth  death,  from  a mc- 
taftafis,  as  appears,  having  taken  place  to  the 
brain.  From  this  fliort  deicription  we  infer,  that 
the  fever  had  a manifold  origin,  namely,  a col- 
luvies in  the  prim<se  vire^  repulfion  of  the  milk, 
and  diminution  of  the  lochia.  The  fever,  there- 
fore, was  at  firft  a gaftric  one,  afterwards  aggra- 
vated by  the  milk’s  being  repelled,  and  the  lochia 

diminiilied.  The  fever  defcribed 

Second  liiflory.  ^ r ^ \ 

in  the  fecond  place  proceeded  from 
bad-conditioned  fluids,  in  confeqiience  of  bad  li- 
ving and  an  indolent  life  It  did  not  appear 
until  the  third  day,  and  was  fliortly  after  fol- 
lowed by  a diarrhoea.  To  flop  the  diarrhcea,  a- 
ftrlngents  were  employed  on  the  fixth  day,  which 
prematurely  fiipprefied  the  loofenefs  and  flow 
of  the  lochia.  In  conlequence  of  v/hich  the  fe- 
ver was  aggravated  with  great  and  frequent  op- 
preffion  at  the  chefl,  and  a hyfterical  affedion, 
attended  with  a fenfe  of  fuffocation  at  the  throat. 
On  the  feventli  day  all  the  fym.ptoms  were  ag- 
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Third  hiftory. 


gravated,  although  the  loofenefs  had  returned, 
and  the  lochia  had  again  begun  to  flow  fparingiy. 
At  length  came  on  tinnitus  aurium,  a fenfe  of 
turgefcence  in  the  head,  fubfiiltus  tendinum,  fiid- 
den  convulflve  fhocks  of  the  whole  fyftem,  and 
on  the  ninth  day  death.  The  metaftafis  took 
place  firft  to  the  prsecordia,  and  next  to  the  head. 
The  fever  was  a gajlrico-piitrida^  which  proved 
fatal  in  confeqiience  of  fuppreifion  of  the  diar- 
rhoea and  lochia.  The  third  was  a fever, 
which,  without  being  attended  with  any  mor- 
bid combination  of  fymptoms,  at- 
tacked the  patient  in  the  evening  of 
the  fourth  day,  after  fhe  had  ate  too  plentifully  of 
chicken,  and  was  accompanied  with  vomiting 
and  a cefTation  of  the  lochia.  On  the  fifth  day 
loofenefs  came  on,  and  the  lochia  again  began  to 
flow  copioufly,  fo  that  the  patient  completely 
recovered  in  a few  days.  This  is  nothing  more 
than  a cafe  of  pure  gaftric  and  benign  fever, 
from  the  premature  ufe  of  animal  food.  The 
hiftory  of  the  fourth  patient  is  as 
follows  : From  the  day  of  delivery 
to  the  feventh,  the  patient  always  ufed  flefli, 
and  got  out  of  bed  daily ; but  on  the  fe- 
venth was  attacked  with  fever.  In  confequence 
of  which  the  lochia  vrere  diminifhed.  On  the 
night  of  the  tenth  day,  delirium,  fuppreffion  of 
the  lochia,  and  coovulfions  occurred.  She  died 
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next  day,  after  a fpontaneous  loofenefs  had  come 
on.  In  this  cafe  the  fever,  which  was  at  firft 
flight,  with  a fmall  pulfe,  like  the  malignant 
ones,  was  occafioned  by  too  plentiful  food,  ex- 
pofure  to  cold,  and  confequent  checking  of  the 
perfpiration.  Suppreflion  of  the  lochia  coming 
on  caufed  it  to  prove  fatal.  Would  it  have  been 
proper  to  name  it  gaJlrlcG^ochial  fever  ? 1 he 

fifth  woman  was  feized  with  fever 

Fifth  hiftory. 

in  confequence  of  the  lochia  and 
diarrhoea  being  fuppreffed  by  the  improper  em- 
ployment of  aftringents  ; but  on  each  evacuation 
being  recalled  the  fever  Ihortly  ceafed.  It  was, 
therefore,  a ga/l7ico-lochial  fever  of  the  benign 
kind.  But  the  hiftory  of  the  fixth  patient  muft 
be  narrated  at  feme  what  greater  length.  The 

patient,  on  the  fecond  day  after  de- 

Sixth  hiftory.  ’ a V • j • 

livery,  by  itanoing  up  in  bed,  admit- 
ted the  cold  air  to  the  pudenda»  In  confequence 
of  this,  fuch  a total  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia  oc- 
curred, that  fcarce  any  ferous  fluid  continued  to 
trickle  from  the  uterus.  On  the  third  day  came  on 
the  fever  and  a pleuritic  pain,  accompanied  with  a 
fpitting  of  blood.  On  the  fourth  day  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  addual  pleurify  appeared.  Then  fix  ounces 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm  with  alleviation' 
of  the  fymptoms,  which  lafled  for  ten  hours.  At 
night,  however,  there  was  a return  of  the  pleuri- 
tic pain.  In  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  four 
ounces  were  again  taken,  in  confequence  of 
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which  the  pain  was  dimlnifhed,  and  the  refpira- 
tlon  rendered  eafier.  Sweat  was  brought  out  by- 
means  of  diaphoretics.  She  enjoyed  ileep,  but 
after  it  the  pulfe  was  found  quicker  and  more 
languid.  Starting  of  the  tendons  and  deliriuiii 
fupervened.  On  the  fifth  day  death  took  place, 
twenty-four  hours  after  repeating  the  bleeding. 
It  is  fomewhat  doubtful,  whether  the  pleiiiify 
fimply  ending  in  gangrene  occafioned  the  deaths 
or  whether  feme  metaftafis  to  the  brain  co-opera- 
ted in  producing  it.  This,  at  any  rate,  is  un- 
doubted, that  the  difeafe  was  pleurify,  arifmg 
from  fuppreffion  and  aberration  of  the  ^ lochia  ; 
and  that,  on  account  of  the  vitiation  of  the  fluid, 
or  bleeding  being  too  long  delayed,  it  quickly 
terminated  in  gangrene. 

* Likewife  Raym.  Jo.  Fortis  deferibes  a puerperal  fever  ari- 
fing  from  a morbid  condition  of  the  fluids,  contradted  during 
parturition,  and,  as  ufual,  delivers  a learned  commentary  on  it. 
His  words  are  : A woman  of  thirty,  of  a warm  liver  and 

flender  habit,  and  rather  with  bad-conditioned  humours,  ha- 
ving ufed  fruits  and  other  eatables  with  bad  juices,  during  the 
whole  period  of  her  geftation,  at  lengh  bore  a female  child;  andj, 
notwithftanding  her  having  undergone  the  ufuai  evacuations;^ 
on  the  third  day  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever,  accompa- 
nied with  pains  of  the  hypochondres  and  head,  watching, 
and  troublefome  cough.  Though  the  midwife  at  firil  conli- 
dered  it  as  the  milk- fever, — -when  the  feventh  day  after  de- 
livery had  paired,  on  which  the  fever  was  fo  much  aggravated 
with  fhaking,  that  next  morning  the  patient  became  delirious, 
— after  the  lochia  were  diminilhed,  changing  her  opinion,  flte 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVEPxS. 


believed  that  it  might  proceed  from  fome  other  caufe.  And, 
therefore,”  &c.  In  the  epicrifis  he  obferves  : “ It,  therefore, 
mufl  be  confidered  as  pntrld,  and  not  derived  from  retention 
of  the  lochia,  but  rather  from  a morbid  condition  and  crude- 
nefs  of  the  fluids,  rendered  bilious,  foreign  to  the  healthy  ftate 
of  the  blood,  and  become  putrid  in  the  venous  fyftem,”  &c. 
The  wife  of  Epicrates,  mentioned  by  Hippocrates,  feems  to  have 
fallen  into  a fever  from  a flmilar  preceding  caufe  for,  as  her 
time  was  approaching,  two  days  before  delivery,  fhe  was  feized 
with  violent  rigor,  on  the  third  fhe  was  delivered  of  a daughter, 
and  every  thing  went  on  properly  ; but  on  the  fecond  day  after 
delivery  a violent  fever,  attended  with  pain  at  the  cardia  and 
pudenda,  came  on  : Epid.  i.feEl.  3.  agrot.  v.  And  perhaps  the 
fame  caufe  gave  origin  to  the  fever  which  feized  the  wife  of 
Dromeadas  on  the  fecond  day  after  being  delivered  of  a daugh- 
ter, and  adl  the  evacuations  had  gone  on  properly : Epid,  lib.  i. 
JeEi,  3 . {egret.  xi« 


A 


1,73.  From  the  obfervations  of  Willis,  I now 
pafs  on  to  thefe  of  White,  fubjoined  to  the  end  of 

his  work.  A good  number  are  there 

Obfervations  of.-jr  11^  \ • r 

White.  DC  loimo,  Dut  Only  nine  01  them 

belong  properly  to  the  puerperal  fe- 
ver ; for  the  firfl:,  tenth,  twelfth,  and  the  others, 
are  applicable  to  other  difeafes.  I therefore  pafs 
over  thefe  as  foreign  to  our  purpofe  ; I fhall  fet 
out  with  the  fecond  one,  epitomifmg  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  omit  nothing  that  can  tend  to  elu- 
cidate the  origin  and  nature  of  the  difeafe,  obfer- 
ving  exactly  tlie  fame  rule  with  regard  to  thofe 

that  follow,  Obferv.  ii.  A woman,  af- 
ter experiencing 


rirfl  Obfeivr 


an  eafv  and  natur 
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labour,  and  employing  a too  heating  regimen, 
without  renewing  the  air  of  the  bed-chamber,  in 
confequence  of  which  repeated  fweats  had  broke 
out,  was  attacked  with  a diarrhoea  accompanied 
with  gripes,  and  fymptoms  of  acidity  in  the  fto- 
niach  ; and  that  happened  on  the  fifth  day  after 
delivery.  On  .the  fame  day  the  fever  occurred, 
the  lochia  were  copious,  but  very  fetid,  and  the 
tongue  white.  The  fever,  diarrheea,  and  tormi- 
na, W'Cre  of  long  continuance.  A very  fetid 
fmell  w^as  emitted  from  every  part.  She  was  cured 
by  the  cooling  regimen,  by  frequently  renew- 
ing the  air  of  the  bed-chamber,  by  ipecacuanha, 
and,  laftly,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  Its 
caufe  was  indigeftion,  with  a putrid  diffolution  of 
the  blood.  V/hy  fhould  not  the  fever  arifing 
from  thence  be  n^TAtAgoJlrico-colliquafis^  oigajlrico^ 
putrida  P Ohferv..  iii.  The  cham- 

. Second  obferv. 

her  111  this  cafe  was  too  clofe  and 
warm  ; the  lochia  v/ere  fetid.  On  the  fifth  day 
there  were  violent  pains  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly.  There  w^as  a fweliing,  inflation,  tenfion, 
and  increafed  fenfibility  of  the  abdomen  ; a fre- 
quent defire  to  go  to  ftool  ; very  imeafy  tenef- 
mus,  and  little  pafied  ; frequent  pulfe  ; white 
tongue  ; and,  laftly,  defire  for  food,  vomiting, 
and  loofenefs.  On  the  fixtli  day  the  lochia  were 


fiippreffed,  and  the  milk  dimlnifhed.  On  the 
eighth  uic  fecretion  of  milk  and  the  lochia  re- 


^ ^ ^ 
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turned,  and  the  fever  ceafed.  The  caufe  of  the 
complaint,  and  the  complaint  itfelf,  were  the 

fame  as  the  preceding.  Obfcrv.  iv. 

Third  obferv. 

Cold  was  caught  during  parturi- 
tion. Towards  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day 
fever  and  griping  came  on.  On  the  third  day 
the  fymptoms  were,  fiiivering,  heat,  and  indu- 
rated fseces.  On  the  fifth  day  more  violent 
fhlvering ; loofenefs  with  gripes  ; acrid,  warm, 
burning  excrements.  On  the  fixth  the  excre- 
tion of  fseces  was  more  copious ; the  lochia  were 
pale,  and  the  mamm^  flaccid ; though  the  milk 
did  not  altogether  difappear.  On  the  feventh  the 
dlarrh(£a  was  the  fame,  but  the  fever  lefs  violent. 
On  the  eighth  the  ftools  were  lefs  frequent  and 
more  fparing.  Hence  the  milk  in  the  breafts  be- 
came more  abundant.  On  the  ninth  the  fever 
terminated.  It  appears  that  the  fever  arofe  from 
checked  perfpiration  and  a flight  bilious  colluvies 
In  the  primes  It  was,  therefore,  a pure  gajiric 

fever»  Obferv.  v.  fets  forth  the 

Fourth  obferv.  ^ ^ , 

hiftory  of  a miliary  fever,  or  of  a 
dlfeafe  arifmg  from  the  miliary  miafma  combined 
with  indigeftion  in  the  ftomach,  which  did  not 
attack  the  patient,  who  was  a young  woman, 
after  delivery,  but  in  the  fixth  month  of  gefta- 
tlon,  in  confequence  of  which  fhe  experienced 
an  abortion.  Obferv»  vi.  fliews  what  may  be 
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Fifth  obferv. 


Sixth  obferv. 


done  by  the  cooling  regimen,  abftinence  from 
animal  food,  and  the  ufe  of  acef- 
cent  fruits.  For  by  thefe  acids  the 
bilious  ardent  fever  ^ which  threatened,  was  power- 
fully kept  off.  Obfej^v.  vii.  On  the 
firft  day  after  delivery,  about  the 
evening,  there  was  fhivering,  which  alfo  returned 
next  day.  On  the  third  there  was  great  vomit- 
ing and  diarrhoea,  with  pain  in  the  head,  loins, 
and  hip-joint,  and  fuch  tenfion  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  belly,  that  the  patient  could  not  fuffer  it  to 
be  touched  for  pain.  On  the  fourth  day  came  on 
thirft  and  heat.  The  pulfe  was  quick,  the 
tongue  white,  the  milk  fcanty,  and  the  lochia 
fuppreffed.  On  the  fixth  day,  merely  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  cooling  regimen,  the  admllFion  of 
pure  air,  and  avoiding  animal  broths,  the  fever 
with  all  its  fymptoms  difappeared.  Thus  the 
fever,  occafioned  by  the  putrid  gaftric  colluvies, 
was  checked  almoft  at  its  commencement.  0^» 
ferv,  viii.  A great  hemorrhage  of 
the  uterus,  in  confequence  of  the 
placenta  being  retained.  Five  hours  after  it  was 
extra(hed  by  the  furgeon,  vrhich  immediately 
put  a ftop  to  the  hemorrhage.  On  the  third  day 
there  was  firft  fhivering,  next  heat,  and  laftly 
fweating.  On  the  feventh  there  was  a fimilar  ac- 
ceffion,  which  obferved  the  fame  order.  On  the 


Seventh  obferv. 
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ninth  frequent  vomiting ; naufea ; tliirfl;  ; de*- 
fire  for  food  ; fmall,  very  quick  pulfe ; the 
tongue  white  at  the  fides,  brown  and  dry  In 
the  middle.  The  patient  gave  fucL  Her  ab- 
domen was  fo  painful  as  not  to  allow  of  its 
being  touched.  'J'he  lochia  flow^ed  in  fulfi' 
cieiit  abundance,  but  had  a putrid,  fetid  fmel!. 
During  this  whole  time  fhe  had  had  no  paf« 
fage  in  her  belly.  The  conftant  heat  of  the  bed, 
and  employment  of  warm  drink,  had  rendered 
her  not  only  more  coRive,  but  had  made  the 
feces  more  prone  to  putrefaSion,  particularly  as 
this  woman  lived  in  the  country  in  a damp  fitua- 
tion,  and  in  an  old  houfe.  She  was  cured  by 
means  of  emetics  and  laxatives.  No  metaRafis 
of  the  milk  could  be  blamed  in  this  cafe  ; for  ihe 
fuckled  her  infant.  Nor  could  retention  of  the 
lochia,  for  they  flowed  tolerably  abundantly. 

The  caufe,  therefore,  of  the  complaint,  was  ra- 
ther too  great  a quantity  of  the  feces  in  the  In- 
teftinal  canal,  and  a putrid  vitiation  of  the  chyle. 
May  there  not  likev/ife  have  been  fomething  cor- 
rupted in  the  uterus  ? The  too  long  retention  of 
the  placenta  in  the  uterus,  and  the  fubfequent  fe- 
tor of  the  lochia,  give  no  fmall  grounds  for  Rifpi- 

cion.  Of  the  fame  kind  is  the  ninth 

obftirv.  ^ . 

Ghjervatiofi^  In  which  the  fame 

mode  of  treatment  overcame  the  complaints 
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Ninth  obferv. 


Gail  ell  ier’s  obfer- 
vations. 


Chferv,  xL  In  confequence  of  the  placenta  being 
three  days  retained  in  the  uterus, 
and  becoming  putrid  there,  a very 
putrid  fever,  accompanied  with  miliary  piiftLi!es,j, 
arofe,  which  proved  fatal  on  the  tweoty-fecond 
day  after  delivery. 

474,  Thefe  obfervations  might  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe,  if  it  did  not  frequently  hap- 
pen, that  the  miliary  eruption  is 
joined  VvUth  the  puerperal  fever, 
though  per  epigencfin,  in  fuch  a manner  that  the 
fever  is  then  named  the  tniliciry  j^cvdT  oj' pucrpenil 
wotnefii  I ihall  not,  therefore,  confider  the  time 
as  thrown  away,  if  I fubjoin  to  thofe  already 
quoted,  feven  other  hiftories  lately  piiblifned  by 
Gaftellier,  that  I may  be  the  better  enabled  to 
mveftigate  the  various  origins  and  nature  of  this 
fever.  Obferv,  i.  A woman  had  a favourable  de- 
livery in  the  morning.  In  the  evening  the  lo- 
chia were  fupprefTed,  in  confequence 
of  a flight  fee  fiiddenly  received. 

Thence  follovred  feaking  of  the  whole  body,  a 
fenfe  of  fulTocation  and  ftraitening  of  the  chefe 
At  night  fee  was  very  talkative  ; her  converfation 
was  incoherent,  there  was  a pain  in  the  head  and 
loins  ; the  refpiration  laborious  ; the  eyes  were 
red  and  fparkling ; the  pulfe  hard,  full,  and 
quick  \ violent  throbbing  of  the  carotids  \ the 


FirR  patient 
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fldn  dry,  and  marked  with  broad  red  fpots  ; and 
intolerable  tliirfi:.  All  which  fymptoms  ought  to 
have  been  afcribed,  partly  to  the  terror,  partly  to 
the  heating  remedies  and  wine  employed  to  re- 
move its  effedls.  To  thefe  fymptoms  were  added, 
violent  delirium,  and,  fiiortly  after,  the  miliary 
eruption.  Repeated  bleeding  proved  ferviceable, 
in  fo  much  that  on  the  ninth  day  the  lochia 
flowing  copioufly,  and  her  fenfes  being  reftored, 
fhe  was  able  to  fit  up  for  three  hours  out  of  bed. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  kind  of  fever  w^as 
to  be  afcribed  to  fapprefTion  of  the  lochia,  and  to 
the  too  violent  and  copious  afflux  of  the  blood  to 
the  head  ; and  the  name  of  lochial pbraiitis  might 
perhaps  not  improperly  be  given  it. 

475*  Obferv,  ii.  After  an  eafy  and  natural  de- 
livery, the  lochia  flowed  very  fparingly.  The 
, patient,  therefore,  continued  in  in- 

Second  patient.  i r r 

diiierent  heaith  ior  rourteen  days  ^ y 
nay,  on  the  night  of  this  day,  without  any  evi- 
dent caufe,  fhe  was  feized  v/ith  very  acute  painsi 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  attended  with  fre- 
quent and  very  violent  vomiting.  Next  moining 
fhe  complained  loudly,  and  fhrieked  with  pain. 
Her  puife  was  finall,  flow,  and  very  contradled; 
the  extremities  v/ere  cold  ; the  urine  fuppreffed  ; 
the  belly  fv/el!ed,  but  not  painful  to  the  touch ; 
great  dyfpnoea,  and  at  length  the  whole  body  co- 
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vered  with  miliary  veficles,  which  had  broken 
out  a few  days  before.  No  milk  appeared  from 
the  time  of  delivery  to  the  prefent  day,  nor  had 
any  milk-fever  preceded.  In  confequence  of 
bleeding  in  the  foot  being  twice  employed,  toge- 
ther with  diluent  fubacid  drink,  frequently  ba- 
thing the  whole  body  for  a long  time  with  tepid 
water,  and  next  purging  it  copioufly  by  tartar- 
emetic,  and  bringing  about  a free  difcharge  of 
the  lochia,  the  patient  quickly  recovered.  The 
author  has  given  it  the  name  of  colica  nephritica. 
Yet  it  feems  more  probable  that  the  caufe  was, 
fcantinefs  and  aberration  of  the  lochia,  and  fordes 
in  the  inteftinal  canal. 

* Hippocrates  (Epid.  i.  feB,  3.  agrot,  iv.)  gives,  as  ufual, 
a laconic,  but  exceedingly  accurate  hiftory,  of  a puerperal 
woman,  who  was  attacked  with  fever  on  the  fourteenth 
day  after  delivery.  The  whole  of  which  it  will  be  worth 
while  to  tranfcribe,  as  it  bears  a confiderable  refem- 
blance  to  that  we  have  been  juft  defcribing  : « In  Thafus, 
the  wife  of  Philinus,  who  had  been  brought  to  bed  of  a girl, 
after  the  ufual  evacuations,  and  otherwife  doing  well,  was 
attacked  on  the  fourteenth  day  with  a violent  fever,  attend- 
ed with  delirium.  At  firft  fhe  had  a pain  in  her  heart,  ( mean-- 
mg  the  pit  of  the  ftomach and  about  the  right  pr^cordium  ; to- 
gether with  pains  in  the  parts  of  generation,  and  the  lochia 
ceafed.  But,  on  applying  a pelTary,  thefe  fymptoms  were  relie- 
ved. Still  the  pain  of  the  head,  neck,  and  loins  remained.  She 
enjoyed  no  deep.  The  extremities  were. cold.  She  was  thirfty  ; 
her  belly  hot,  and  fiie  pafTed  little.  Her  urine  was  thin,  and 
from  the  beginning  colourlefs.  In  the  evening  of  the  fixth 
day,  fhe  became  very  delirious.  On  the  feventh  flie  was  thirfty, 
and  difcharged  bilious,  high-coloured  matter.  On  the  eighth 
fhe  had  rigor ; acute  fever  i convulfions  and  pain  ^ and  was 

VoL.  II.  P 
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extremely  delirious.  A peffary  having  been  applied,  fhe  arcfc^ 
and  difcharged  much  bilious  matter  by  ilool.  Still  there  was  no 
lleep.  On  the  ninth  fhe  was  attacked  with  convulfions.  On  the 
tenth  file  in  fome  degree  recovered  her  fenfes.  On  the  eleventh 
fhe  fiept,  and  recollected  every  thing ; but  imimediately  relapfed 
into  the  delirium.  During  the  convuhions  fhe  pafTed  a quantity 
of  urine  while  they  were  not  prefent,  it  was  thick  and  white, 
like  that  which  is  become  turbid  by  flagnation.  It  depohted 
no  fediment,  and  in  colour  and  thicknefs  it  was  like  that  of 
cattle.  Such  was  the  flate  of  the  urine,  as  I myfelf  faw.  About 
the  fourteenth  fhe  had  univerfal  fubfultus  tendinum  ; flie  fpoke 
much  incoherently  ; fhe  recovered  her  fenfes  a little,  but  quick- 
Ij  became  delirious  again.  About  the  feventeenth  flie  loft  her 
fpeech.  On  the  twentieth  fhe  died.”  Mercurialis,  in  his  com- 
mentary on  this  hiflory,  fuppofes  that  the  lochia  begun  to  flow, 
as  ufual,  immediately  after  delivery,  but  that  the  difcharge  after- 
wards became  too  fparing  ; and  that,  in  confequence  of  this 
defeClive  flow,  fhe  was  at  length  attacked  with  fever,  which 
might  be  occafioned  by  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  liver, 
proceeding  from  retention  and  aberration  of  the  lochia.  He 
gave  it  the  name  of  hemitrit^za.  But  there  was  alfo  a collec- 
tion of  bilious  humours,  from  which  the  fever  might  in  a great 
meafure  be  derived. 

476.  Obferv,  liL  During  the  whole  period  of 
geftation  the  health  was  bad,  the  living  bad,  and 

there  was  a flip-ht  fever  of  long 

Third  patient.  n • r t t 1 • 

uandiiig.  After  delivery  the  lochia 
v/ere  firft  copious,  next  fcanty,  and  came  off 
(lowly.  There  was  fcarcely  any  milk,  although  the 
child  was  put  to  the  breaft.  The  patient  generally 
fat  up  out  of  bed,  fo  that  fhe  certainly  received  no 
injury  from  the  heat  of  the  bed  or  chamber.  On 
the  tenth  day  fne  expofed  herfelf  to  damp  air, 
though  for  a fliort  time.  NGx:t  night  fhe  was  at- 
tacked with  violent  fever  5 in  confequence  of 
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Vv^hich  the  lochia,  which  ftill  continued  to  flow, 
were  entirely  I'uppreflTed.  On  the  following  day 
all  the  fymptoms  were  aggravated  : the  pulfe  was 
fmall,  hard,  quick,  fmooth,  and  compreflTed ; 
the  ikin  was  of  a burning  heat,  although  be- 
dewed with  conlfant  moifture,  and  covered  with 
fmall  clear  veficlcs.  The  head  lay  to  one  fide  ; 
the  eyes  were  languid ; the  tongue  dry ; the 
breafts  flaccid  ; the  refpiration  anxious ; flight 
delirium  ; difficulty  of  fpeaking  ^ there  was  op- 
preffion  at  the  ch'eft  ; the  arms  were  thrown  out 
carelefsly,  and  ffie  caught  the  bed-cloaths  in  her 
hands.  In  the  mean  time  the  abdomen  was  foft, 
and  without  pain.  The  breaft  and  head  were  re- 
markably relieved  by  bleeding  from  the  foot,  by 
which  alfo  the  pulfe  was  raifed.  The  remainder 
of  the  cure  was  performed  by  purging,  by  which 
much  bilious  and  putrid  matter  was  drawn  off* ; 
by  copious  fweating,  and  the  flov/  of  the  lochia, 
which  ihortly  returned.  Thus,  within  a few 
days,  fhe  perfectly  recovered,  except  that  the  fe- 
cretion  of  milk  could  not  be  reftored  ^ , 

1 he  caule  of  the 

by  any  means.  The  body  Ions:  v.tiatio.n 

^ ^ ...  ^ of  the  fluids,  Sc 

abounded  with  vitiated  humours  retention  of  the 

r • 1 1 lochia. 

and  was  not  fufficiently  purged 
by  the  quantity  of  the  lochia,  or  by  the  diarrlicxa, 
or  fweat,  after  delivery.  To  which  was  fuper- 
added  checking  of  the  infenfible  perfpiration,  by 
expofure  to  moift  cold  air,  by  which  the  fevei^ 

P 2 ^ 
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v/as  Immediately  excited.  Nor,  for  my  part,  do 
I fee  reafon  for  having  recourfe  to  doubtful  or 
uncertain  caufes. 

* In  Hippocrates  ( Epld.  3.  feci.  3.  agrot.  2.)  is  to  be  found 
the  hiftory  of  a puerperal  woman,  who,  during  geftation,  was 
“ feverilh,’^  and,  after  delivery,  the  lochia  not  having  taken 
place,  on  the  third  day  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever,  attend- 
ed with  Ihivering,”  The  caufcs  were  almoft  the  fame  as  in  that 
juft  now  defcribed,  but  more  fevere  and  dangerous,  in  fo  much 
that  the  not  only  long  ftruggled  with  “ continued,  acute 
fevers,”  attended  with  very  bad  fymptoms  ; but,  after  a 
variety  of  changes  for  the  better  and  worfe,  at  length  funk 
under  the  complaint  on  the  eightieth  day  from  its  commence- 
ment. 

477.  Obferv,  iv.  On  the  fixth  day  after  partu- 
rition the  following  particulars  were  to  be  obfer- 

ved.  The  pulfe  was  full,  hard, 

Fourth  patient,  1 • i 

frequent,  and  irregular  ; the  tongue 
rough  and  dry  ; the  ikin  moift,  covered  all  over 
with  white  miliary  puftules ; there  was  fome 
anxiety  about  the  cheft  ; the  abdomen  was  un- 
ufually  diftended,  and  extremely  painful  to  the 
touch ; the  urine  fparing  and  red ; the  belly 
bound  ; great  thirft ; frequent  fhiverings  and  fits 
efpecially  after  the  invafion  of  the  milk-fever. 
The  lochia  were  firft  fparingly  dlfcharged,  and 
afterwards  entirely  ceafed  to  flow.  The  head, 
however,  remained  free  from  any  aflbdion. 
There  was  a fcanty  fecretlon  of  milk  in  the 
breafts.  In  confequence  of  thefe  fymptoms,  the 
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phyfician  being  called,  he  conjeiiured  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  difeafe  was  inflammation 
of  the  uterus.  He  therefore  caufed  the  pa- 
tient to  be  bled  in  the  arm  twice  within  a 
few  hours,  and  prefcribed  whey  by  way  of 
drink.  This  caufed  a very  fpeedy  detumefcencc 
of  the  abdomen  ; the  belly  became  loofe,  and 
much  bilious  matter  came  off ; the  lochia  again 
flowed  with  great  abundance,  and  every  thing  re- 
turned in  three  or  four  days  to  the  former  healthy 
condition.  I fhall  not  here  enter  upon  the  diC- 
cuflion  of  the  quefliion,  whether  the  uterus  alone, 
or  the  inteftines  alfo,  might  be  fufpedied  to  be 
inflamed  ; nor  w^hether  the  feces  contributed  at 
all  to  the  ftoppine  of  the  lochia  and  . 

inducin^  of  the  fever,  or  were  at  leafl: 

^ ' belly,  and  fup- 

combined  with  it.  This  alone  I preffion  of  the 

r 1 1 . . lochia. 

confidered  as  manifefl:,  that  this  fe-  . 

ver  originated  from  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia  and 

the  bound  ftate  of  the  belly. 

478.  Obferv.  V.  In  this  cafe  the  lochia  were 
too  fpeedily  diminifhed.  The  milk- 
fever  was  exceedingly  violent.  The 
night  between  the  third  and  fourth  day  after  de- 
livery was  fpent  without  fleep,  with  the  greateft 
anxiety  and  delirium.  In  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  day  all  the  fymptoms  were  fomewhat  al- 
leviated ; but  in  the  evening  they  were  greatly 
aggravated.  The  patient  then  complained  much 

P3 


Fifth  patient. 


230 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


of  a lancinating  and  very  acute  pain  in  the  head  | 
the  eyes  rolled  about  in  the  head,  and  gliftened  ; 
the  patient  laughed  without  any  caufe  the 
tongue  was  dry  and  black  ; the  thlrft  was  un- 
quenchable ; a fenfe  of  fuffocation  was  felt  in  the 
cheft  ; the  refpiration  was  much  opprefied  ; the 
breafts  empty  and  flaccid  ; no  flow  of  the  lochia  ; 
the  belly  foft ; the  fkin  moift,  with  white  miliary 
puftiiles  appearing  here  and  there ; the  pulfe 
very  full,  intermitting,  and  very  fafl; ; and,  occa- 

fionally,  alienation  of  mind.  Bleed- 
metaftafis  of  the  Ing,  wliicli  feeiiied  highly  necelTary, 

locliid.*  *'1  c 1 11  1 

was  omitted  ; conlequentiy  ail  the 
fyinptoins  were  aggravated.  About  the  eighth 
day  a metaftafis  to  the  brain  having  taken  place, 
fhe  expired. 

479.  Obferv*  vi.  The  labour-pains  continued 
two  days,  and  the  child  was  extracted  by  means 

of  the  forceps.  Fever  came  on  du- 
ring parturition.  ’ Six  hours  after- 
wards the  lochia  altogether  ceafed.  During  the 
time  of  the  milk-fever  all  the  fymptoms  were  ag- 
gravated. There  was  a moft  fevere  headach, 
with  a hard,  quick,  contradled  pulfe  ; the  belly 
and  loins  were  affedted  with  an  excruciating  pain. 
The  face  was  livid,  and  the  refpiration  frequently 
interrupted  with  anxiety  about  the  prsecordia. 
There  was  a burning  heat  in  the  fkin,  the  belly 
was  fwelled,  and  impatient  of  being  touched.  The 


Sixth  patient. 
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uterus  being  much  enlarged,  occupied  more  fpace 
than  in  the  gravid  ftate.  The  limbs  were  feeble, 
and  nothing  was  paffed  by  the  belly.  On  in- 
veftigation  it  appeared,  that  the  patient  had  been 
much  injured  by  an  ignorant  nurfe,  and  had 
drunk  wine  too  freely  on  purpofe  to  promote  the 
flow  of  the  lochia.  The  patient  vv^as  relieved, 
firft  by  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  and  repeated 
bleedings,  and  afterwards  the  colluvies  in  the  in- 
teftines,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of 
the  complaint,  was  removed,  and  thus  the  mi- 

Inflammation  pf 

complaint,  as  the  author  fuppofed,  the  uterus, com- 

^ ^ bined  with  dyf- 

was  confined  chiefly  to  the  uterus,  pepfy  and  a pu- 

iTo  11  1 trid  diathefis. 

which  had  been  much  diltended  and 
haraffed,  both  during  geftation,  but  much  more 
fo  in  parturition.  In  confequence  of  which  it 
became  inflamed,  but  it  was  combined  with  a pu- 
trid diathefis,  both  of  the  primce  via  and  of  all 
the  fluids.  Retention  of  the  lochia,  bound  belly, 
and  corruption  of  the  fluids,  afforded  the  primary 
caufes,  by  which  an  anomalous  and  lading  fever 
was  excited,  which  did  not  entirely  difappear 
for  forty  days 

* It  is  well  worth  while  to  infert  in  this  place  two  hiftories 
of  women,  who  were  attacked  with  a very  violent  and  fatal  fe- 
ver, after  a hard  labour  : one  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  epid,'^* 
feB.  2.  the  other  in  fe^l,  3.  of  Hippocrates.  The  firft  is  as  fol- 
lows : ‘‘  A woman,  who  had  been  for  the  firft  time  brought  t® 

P4 


liary  eruption  difappeared.  The 
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bed  of  a boy  in  the  Forum  Mendacium,  and  had  had  a fevere  la- 
bour, fell  into  a fever.  From  the  very  begining  fhe  was  thirfty, 
anxious,  had  a pain  in  her  heart,  her  tongue  dry,  her  ftools 
thin  and  fcanty,  and  fhe  did  not  fleep.  On  the  fecond  day  fhe 
had  fome  rigor,  acute  fever,  and  her  head  was  bedewed  with  a 
cold  fweat.  On  the  third  day  fhe  with  difficulty  pafied  crude, 
thin,  and  copious  dejections.  On  the  fourth  day  fire  had  rigor. 
All  the  fymptoms  were  aggravated.  She  flept  none.  On  the 
fifth  and  hxth  flie  continued  much  diftrefled.  On  the  feventh 
file  had  rigors,  acute  fevers,  much  third,  and  reflleflnefs.  To- 
wards evening  fhe  was  all  over  covered  with  a cold  fwdat,  fhe  felt 
herfelf  cold,  and  her  extremities  no  longer  recovered  their  heat. 
At  night  the  rigor  again  came  on.  She  did  not  deep  j there 
was  a flight  derangement  of  the  mental  funCtion,  though  fhe 
fiortly  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  underflanding.  On  the  eighth 
day  about  noon  fhe  turned  warm  again  ; fhe  was  thirfly,  fleepy, 
and  felt  herfelf  fick.  She  vomited  fome  yellowifh,  bilious  mat- 
ter.  She  v/as  refllefs  at  night,  and  flept  none.  She  pafTed  a 
great  deal  of  urine  involuntarily.  On  the  ninth  day  all  the 
fymptoms  remitted,  and  fhe  remained  fleepy.  Towards  even- 
ing the  rigor  in  fome  degree  returned.  She  again  vomited  bi- 
lious matter.  On  the  tenth  there  w^as  rigor,  and  the  fever  was 
aggravated.  She  enjoyed  no  fleep.  In  the  morning  flie  palled*' 
a great  deal  of  urine,  which  depofited  a fediment,  and  her  ex- 
tremities recovered  their  warmth.  On  the  eleventh  flie  vomit- 
ed greenifh,  bilious  fluff.  Not  long  after  fhe  had  rigors,  and 
the  extremities  again  grew  cold.  Towards  evening  fhe  had 
fweats  and  rigor.  She  vomited  a great  deal,  and  pafTed  a red* 
Icfs  night.  On  the  twelfth  fhe  vomited  much  black,  'drong 
fmelling  duff  5 had  much  hiccup  and  troublefome  third.  On 
the  thirteenth  fhe  vomited  a great  deal  of  black,  fetid  matter, 
and  had  rigors.  About  midnight  fhe  became  fpeechlefs.  On  the 
fourteenth  a haemorrhage  from  the  nofe  took  place.  She  died. 
Her  belly  had  been  all  along  loofe,  and  matter  of  a mod  difagree- 
able  fmell  paffed.  She  was  about  feventeen  years  of  age.”  Galen 
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lias  made  no  commentary  of  any  confequence  on  this  hiftory  •,  he 
has  not  even  left  a fyllable  in  writing  on  the  caufes,  nature,  and 
name  of  this  very  pernicious  fpecies  of  fever.  He  feems,  how- 
ever, to  have  clafled  it  among  the  ardent  fevers.  Mercuria- 
lis, again,  in  his  commentary,  employs  only  conjedtures,  and  is 
much  inclined  to  fufped,  that  it  is  to  be  derived  from  a meta- 
ftafis  of  the  lochia  to  the  ftoinach  and  inteftiaes  j that  it  occa- 
fioned  a colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
horrifica  and  hemitrit^a  of  Galen.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  was  occafioned  not  only  by  retention  and  aberra- 
tion of  the  lochia,  but  fikcwife  by  a collection  of  bilious  humours, 
and  that  it  approached  very  nearly  to  the  tritseophyae.  of  the  ar- 
dent, malignant,  colliquative,  putrid  kind,  terminating  in  lipyria. 
Perhaps  alfo  the  uterus,  in  confequence  of  the  hard  labour,  be- 
came inflamed.  The  other  hiftory  is  given  in  the  following 
words  : “ In  the  ifland  of  Cyzicus,  a woman,  after  a hard  la- 
bour, bore  female  twins.  The  lochia  did  not  flow  very  copi- 
oufly.  At  firft  fhe  was  attacked  with  an  acute  fever  : there 
was  heavinefs  of  the  head  and  neck  ; fhe  was  wakeful  from  the 
beginning : but  fhe  was  filent,  fad,  and  obflinate.  Her  urine 
was  thin  and  colourlefs.  She  was  thirfty,  and  had  much 
anxiety.  Her  bowels  were  greatly  difordered,  and  afterwards 
returned  to  the  natural  ftate.  On  the  fixth  day,  towards  night, 
file  raved  much,  and  enjoyed  no  fleep.  About  the  eleventh 
fhe  became  furious  *,  but  afterwards  recovered  her  reafon.  Her 

j 

urine  was  black  and  thin,  and  afterwards  fcanty  and  oily.  Her 
Itools  were  copious  and  loofe.  On  the  fourteenth  fhe  had  many 
convulfions,  and  her  extremities  were  cold.  She  no  longer  re- 
mained fenfible,  and  her  urine  was  fupprefTed.  On  the  fix- 
teenth  fhe  was  fpeechlefs.  On  the  feventeenth  fhe  expired  in 
a ftate  of  phrenzy.”  Galen  and  Mercurialis,  in  their  expofi- 
tion  of  this  hiftory,  derive  it  not  only  from  deficiency  of  the 
lochia,  and  inflammation  of  the  uterus  fucceeding  the  dilticuit 
birth,  but  alfo  a metaftafis  of  vitiated  humours  to  the  head  ; 
from  which  the  phrenitis  proceeded.  Hippocrates  called  it 
ad:ual  phrenitis , 
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480.  Obferv,  vii.  In  this  patient,  during  the 
Vvdiole  period  of  geftation,  fixed  forrow  and  bad 

living  had  proved  injurious.  Hence 

Seventh  pkient.  n-  i i 

arole  a flight  lever,  which  conti- 
nued to  trouble  her  for  two  months.  At  length 
fhe  had  an  eafy  labour.  The  lochial  difcharge 
and  fecretion  of  milk  were  natural ; and  they 
continued  fo  to  the  eighth  day,  while  flie  at  the 
fame  time  obferved  .a  proper  regimen.  At  this 
time  fhe  received  a fevere  (hock  from  feeing  her 
child  fall  into  convuifions.  The  lochia  imme- 
diately ceafed  to  flow.  In  the  evening  the  fever 
came  on,  accompanied  with  headach,  thirfl,  and 
heat ; in  the  morning  it  was  flightly  mitigated, 
but  aggravated  towards  evening.  The  bitter’ 
tafte  in  the  mouth,  foulnefs  of  the  tongue,  the 
preceding  depreflion  of  fpirits,  and  bad  living  fhe 
had  ufed,  indicated  a bad  ftate  of  the  digeflion. 
Miliary  puflules,  without  doubt  occafioned  by  a 
vitiated  flate  both  of  the  fluids  contained  in  the 
veins  and  the  primes  vies^  next  fupervened.  She 
was  cured  by  means  of  cathartics,  which  occa- 
fioned  a difcharge  of  bilious,  vifeid,  putrid  mat- 
ter, and  were  followed  by  a fpeedy  termination 
of  the  fever  and  all  its  fymptoms.  Probably 
they  fupplied  the  place  of  the  lochia,  which  could 
not  be  brought  back  by  any  means.  Therefore 

the  fever  was  excited  by  a gaflric 

Ideo-tehiaLfe:  colluvies,  and  fudden  fuppreffion  of 

the  lochia.  Hence,  being  in  fome 
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Bieafure  of  a mixed  nature,  it  might  not  impro- 
perly be  denominated  gojlricoAochial. 

481.  If  any  one  impartially  confiders  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  and  attends  to  the  ma- 

• c r\  r 1*1*  ^ Several  manifeft 

niieit  caules  which  involve  puerpe-  caules, 
ral  women  in  fo  many  fevers  and 
complaints,  he  will  be  obliged  to  confefs,  unlefs 
he  be  mad,  that  the  chief  and  moft  frequent  of 
them  are  not  fmgle,  but  various,  namely,  fome- 
times  retention,  fapprefTion,  or  corruption  and 
aberration  of  the  lochia  ; fometimes  the  placenta, 
or  the  remains  of  the  fecundmce^  left  in  the  uterus, 
and  putrefying  there  ; fometimes  preceding  vitia- 
tion of  the  fluids  ; fometimes  putrid,  or  bilious, 
or  otherwife  depraved  chyle  in  the  prhna 
or  too  long  retention  of  the  feces  ; fometimes  al- 
kalefcence,  or  putrid  colliquation  of  the  blood, 
whether  occafioned  by  the  heating  regimen,  or 
by  exceflive  heat  of  the  bed,  or  chamber,  or  by 
impure  air,  or  that  which  is  charged  with  any 
putrid  miafma ; fometimes  difficult  labour,  and 
injury  done  to  the  uterus  ; fometimes  alfo,  but 
rarely,  fudden  retiring  and  metaftaffs  of  the  milk, 
or  its  having  become  corrupted  or  acid  by  ftagna- 
fion,  or  feveral  of  thefe  caiifes  put  together,  as 
more  frequently  happens.  But,  according  to  the 
variety  and  noxious  power  of  thefe 

r • 1 • j r r r Puerperal  fevers 

caules,  various  kinds  or  theie  revers  according  to  tiie 
and  difeafes  muff  neceffarily  follow, 
painely,  fometimes  hyAeritis,  ente- 
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ritis,  pleurlfy,  peripneumony,  and  phrenitis ; 
fometlmes  acute  gajlric  fevers ^ fometimes^^Wro- 
futrid^  or  gafricG-lochial^  or  fimply  lochial  ones  ; 
fometirn.es  ardent  bilious  tritaophyce^  or  colliquative^ 
or  lilious  ones  : and  of  thefe,  again,  fome  benign 
and  pure  ; others  malignant^  pernicious^  and  com-- 
plicated^  refembling  the  nature  of  the  hemltritseus. 
Of  all  of  them,  however,  no  one  can  deny, 
that  thofe  which  occur  the  mod  frequently  are 
the  fimple  gafric  and  lochial  fevers,  or  fuch  as 
are  combined  with  thefe,  as  the  gafricodochial 
ones  ; and  the  gaftrico-putrid^  or  gqflricodnflam-- 
matory  kind 

482.  It  confequently  follows,  that  it  is  a very 
great  miftake  to  fuppofe,  that  either  retention, 

or  repulfion,  or  aberration  of  the 

Riverius  and  Wil-  i i • • a C i. 

lis’s  opinion  juit.  lochia,  or  inilammation  01  the  ute- 
rus, or  any  other  caufe  in  particu- 
lar, produces  puerperal  fever  ; and  that  they  are 
the  mod  judicious  who,  with  Riverius  and  Wil- 
lis, have  concluded  that  there  is  fometimes  one, 
fometimes  another  caufe,  and  therefore  that  its 
origin  is  manifold.  Whence  it  happens,  that  not 
only  the  prognofis,  but  likewife  the  cure  itfelf, 
ought  to  vary  according  as  the  nature  or  combina- 
tion of  the  caufes  varies,  which  does  not  feem  to 

have  been  fufficiently  noticed  by 

n’iL^erfoneous.''  modem  Writers.  For,  according  as 

they  have  preconceived  an  erro- 
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neous  opinion,  or  have  only  obferved  fome  epi- 
demy,  in  which  puerperal  women  have  been  af- 
fedled  with  nearly  the  fame  difeafe  every  where, 
but  particularly  in  hofpitals  with  bad  air,  they  have 
perfuaded  themfelves  that  puerperal  women  are 
liable  to  this  or  that  kind  of  fever,  and  each  has 
given  his  own  defcrlption  of  the  complaint  as 
more  confiftent  with  nature  and  truth  than 
thofe  of  others : from  which  we  learn  the  rea- 
fon  of  White  complaining,  that  fcarcely  two 
authors  are  to  be  found  who  agree  in  their  de- 
fcription  of  this  fever ; although  he  allows,  that 
each  of  them  has  given  a faithful  account  of  the 
fever  which  had  happened  to  occur  to  him  in  the 
courfe  of  his  pradice. 

483.  The  remarks  already  delivered,  and  the 
dedudions  drawn  a pojleriori  from  the  fuccef- 
five  obfervations  of  others,  might  be  quite  fuffi- 
clent  to  afcertain  both  the  caufes  and  nature  of 
thefe  fevers,  and  to  eftablifh  a proper  plan  of  cure 
in  them,  fo  that  it  would  be  almoft  iinneceflary  to 
wafte  time  in  any  farther  inveftigation  or  defcrip- 
tionof  them.  Butfmce  fome  modern 

TT  1 T 1 ATTi  • difeafe  pecu^ 

writers,  as  Huime,  Leake,  White,  liar  to  puerperal 
and  others,hold  puerperal  fever  to  be 
a difeafe  peculiar  to  puerperal  women,  and  entirely 
different  from  all  other  difeafes  to  which  they  arc 
fubjed,  I fhall  not  omit  its  defcrlption,  as  1 have 
already  promifed  (459,],  fuch  as  they  have  feen 
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it  either  In  lying-in  hofpitals,  or  here  and  therd 
epidemically  afied;ing  puerperal  women  ^5  that 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  clinical  information  may 
confider  nothing  as  wanting  in  the  account.  And 
1 fhall  endeavour  to  give  a comprehenfive  view 
of  what  they  have  delivered  concerning  the 
caufes,  prognofiSj  and  method  of  cure. 

* Leake,  v/ho  publiflied  his  treatife  firft  in  the  year  1772,  and 
afterwards  republifhed  it  in  1774?  obferved  this  fever  raging  in 
the  Weftminifter  hofpital,  and  alfo  difFufed  epidemically  over 
the  town,  particularly  in  the  month  of  May  1769,  as  alfo  in 
1770,  and  1771.  Likewife  Hulme  and  White  obferved  a fi- 
milar  malignant  epidemy.  Johnfon  alfo  {^Art.  Oljletric,  253.) 
knew  that  this  fever  raged  particularly  in  lying-in  hofpitals, 
and  was  found  more  frequently  there,  becaufe  the  air  in  them 
ufed  to  be  more  or  lefs  contaminated  with  the  putrid  effluvia 
proceeding  from  the  patients  bodies,  and  adhering  to  the  beds, 
cloaths,  and  walls  of  the  apartments. 


THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FEVER  FROM  THE 

MODERNS. 


484.  In  the  evening  of  the  fecond  or  third 
day  after  delivery,  the  patients  are  generally  of  a 

fudden  afred:ed  with  violent  fha- 

The  time  Sc  man-  i i « i • r i 

ner  of  its  attack,  ^mg,  which  IS  oi  long  contmuancc. 

It  happens  fo’metimes  fooner,  fome- 
times  later,  feldom  however  fo  late  as  the  fifth  or 
fixth  day  It  is  accompanied  with  headach, 
anxiety,  naufea, 'vomiting  of  bile,  and  proftra- 


tion  of  ftrength  f . The  fnaking,  as  we  are  in* 
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formed  by  White  fometimes  returns  like  that 
in  intermitting  fevers,  but  of  the  erratic  or  irre- 
gular kind,  until  the  fever  fliortly  terminates  in  a 
continued  quotidian,  or  tertian,  either  of  the 
fimple  or  double  kind.  He  tells  us, 
alfo,  that  in  fome  the  fever  is  not  ^and?oof^efs"5’ 
preceded  by  fhivering,  but  comes 
on  and  proceeds  to  its  acme  gradually,  fhortly 
manifefting  itfelf  by  putrid  fweats,  the  dangerous 
nature  of  which  vie  are  led  to  fufped:  from  the 
naufea,  green  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea  which  are ' 
prefent.  But  the  fhivering  is  fucceeded  by  ex- 
ceffive  heat  ||.  Leake  remarked  very  great  va- 
riety in  the  pulfe,  both  with  regard 
to  ftrength  and  quicknefs.  It  is  ge- 
nerally from  goto  137  in  the  minute.  White, 
however,  warns  us,  that  at  the  be- 

The,kindof  pulfc. 

ginning  the  pulfe  fwerves  little  from 
its  natural  condition,  being  only  fomev^hat  fuller 
and  quicker  ; but  that,  as  the  complaint  advan- 
ces, it  becomes  quick  and  fmall,  attended  v/ith 
anxiety  and  oppreffion  at  the  prsscordia,  fighing, 
dejedtion  of  fpirits,  laffitude,  and  extreme  debi- 
lity §.  On  the  fecond  day  of  the 

r .1  • ^ 1 • ' r • Pain  in  the  epi- 

lever  the  patient  complains  oi  vio-  gaitrium. 
lent  pain  about  the  cpigaflric  re- 
gion, ftretching  to  the  falfe  ribs  and  umbilicus  ; 
nay,  fometimes  to  the  very  flioulder-blades.  In 
the  mean  time  the  belly  becomes  fwelled  and 
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The  lochia. 


raifed.  If  this  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  fucceeda 

fuppreffion  of  the  diarrhoea,  and  is 

^"'^abdLen.  attended  with  pain  in  the  epiga- 

ftrium  and  other  parts,  and  the  belly 
is  raifed,  it  is  a fatal  fymptom.  The  counte- 
nance is  then  marked  by  an  inde- 

f^vrembiinfo"  fcribable  wiidnefs,the  limbs  tremble, 

cheeks  grow  red,  the  lips  be- 
come livid,  the  angles  of  the  nofe 
appear  drawn  afunder.  In  which  circumftances  no 
room  is  left  for  hope.  In  the  mean  time,  ac- 
cording to  Leake,  the  lochia  flow 
well ; although  Hulme  denies  that 
this  is  the  cafe,  and,  if  they  ever  flop,  that  the 
fymptoms  are  not  aggravated,  and  that  no  deli- 
rium nor  hyflerical  fymptoms  appear.  White  alfo 
affirms,  that  frequently  the  lochia  are  dirainifhed  ; 
he  grants,  however,  that  they  are  fometimes  more 
fparing,  and  that  what  comes  ^way  is  extremely 
fetid  ; fometimes  that  they  are  wholly  fupprelf- 
ed  If.  The  breafls  of  the  patients  whom  Leake 

attended,  were  turgid  with  milk 
Until  the  day  of  their  death  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  believe 
White,  in  fome  women  they  become  flaccid ; 
the  milk  is  diminiflied,  and  frequently,  if  the 
difeafe  is  prolonged,  it  difappears ; although  he 
confefTes  that  this  is  not  uniformly  the  cafe.  Hulme 
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fays,  that  he  has  feen  this  fecretion  dlfcoloured, 
but  not  diminllhed,  while  it  is  denied  by  others 
that  this  eyer  happens.  The  fame 

^1  r 1 • Pathognomic 

author  coniiders  as  pathognomic  f,gns. 
fymptoms  excruciating  pain  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  fucceeded  by  fever,  with  great 
flrivering,  and  pain  of  the  forehead  ; which  fymp- 
toms  fupervene  immediately  after  delivery. 


* Sometimes  the  fever  begins  before  delivery,  or  even  during 
parturition,  fometimes  not  till  the  fourteenth  day  after  it,  as  ap- 
pears from  hillories  already  quoted. 


f Molt  of  this  is  taken  from  Leake’s  defcription. 

t c. 

i|  The  fbivering  is  fucceeded  firfi  by  heat,  and  next  by  fweat. 
Wiliif. 

§ When  the  difeafe  is  very  acute,  it  attains  its  height  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day.  The  heat  is  then  more  intenfe,  and  the 
pulfe  violent  and  hurried.  Willis, — When  it  is  becoming 
worfe,  and  drawing  towards  death,  he  allows  that  it  grows 
weak  and  irregular.  The  ftrength,  according  to  the  fame  au® 
thor,  is  almoll  always  fuddenly  reduced. 


^ When  the  fever  has  been  univerfally  dilFufed  over  the 
body,  the  lochia,  if  they  had  not  been  already  fupprelTed,  then 
ceafe,  or  become  more  fparing.  Id.  Riverius  fays,  that  in 
puerperal  fever  the  lochia  are  generally  llopt. 


485.  White  obferves  that  the  tongue  immediate- 


ly becomes  white  and  moift  ; but  is 
fhortly  afterwards  covered  with  a 
mucous  cruft,  or  grows  parched,  indu- 

VoL.  IL 


Appearance  of  ths; 
tongue. 
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Smell  of  tbefseces. 


rated,  and  black,  or  the  cruft  on  it  becomes  brown. 
The  teeth  alfo  are  incrufted  with  a fimilar  brown 
matter,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by 
the  putrid  effluvia  arifing  from  the  ftomach.  Ali- 

m^ent  and  drink  of  all  kinds  are  ge- 
^^^ingefta!  nerally  rejecSled  by  vomiting,  except- 
ing thofe  which  are  cold  and  aci- 
dulated. The  ftools  are  fometimes  fo  copious, 

frequent  and  putrid,  as  to  infedl 
the  whole  houfe  with  their  fetor, 
and  diffufe  the  contagion  through  all  the  family. 

At  other  times  the  patients  were 

^th^/^ymptomT  diftreflcd  with  perpetual  uneafy  te- 
about  the  bow-  frequent  defire  to 

make  water,  accompanied  with 
pains  and  very  uneafy  flatulency  of  the  bowels 
In  the  mean  time  a pain  is  felt  in  the  head,  back, 
breafts,  fides,  hip-joint,  and  ilia,  while  the  patient 
is  not  free  from  cough  and  difficult  breathing. 

After  a pafTage  they  generally  feem 

Involuntary  v i i .1  r j • 

ftools.  relieved  ; but  the  iseces  and  urine 
gradually  begin  to  be  paffed  involun- 
tarily; colliquative  fweats,  hiccup,  and  convulfions 
lupervene,  and  at  length  death  fooner  or  later 

arrives.  Generally  the  eleventh 
^^^cede^death.^^'  proves  fatal,  though  inftances 

are  recorded  of  fome  patients  who 
have  died  within  tv/enty-four  hours,  while  in 
others  the  fatal  termination  has  been  protraded 
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beyond  the  eleventh.  The  urine  Is  commonly 
faid  to  be  very  deep-coloured  f ; It 

• r • I 1 ^ Slate  of  the  u- 

is  lometimes,  however,  pale,  or  tur- 
bid,  containing  filaments  floating  in 
it.  Nor  is  it  uncommon,  cfpecially  in  cafes* 


where  the  hot  regimen  and  calefa- 


Petechia©  and  the 


cient  remedies  have  been  employed,  miiiaiv  eruption, 
or  too  much  fweating  has  been  kept 
up,  for  petechi;^  to  break  out or  white,  red,  or 
mixed  miliary  puftules  to  appear,  which  are  firfl: 
obferved  about  the  neck  and  breaft,  and  are  after- 
wards diflufed  over  the  wdiole  body,  and  follo'wed 
by  a fucceflTion  of  new  ones,  until  the  ftreiigth  is 
exhaufted.  For  the  patients  receive  no  relief  from 
fuch  eruptions,  as  they  are  merely 

fymptomatic.  In  fad,  adds  White,  ^uuIefoo'fcn'S*. 
no  critical  evacuation  occurs  in  this 
fever  except  the  diarrhoea 


* Great  flatulency  and  tenfton  are  excited  in  the  bowels,  re- 
fembliiig  the  hyfteric  paffion.  Willis. 

f The  urine  is  thick  and  red.  Willis. 

4 Willis  alfo  in  fomc  women  took  notice  of  purple  fpots  and 
other  fymptoms  indicative  of  malignity. 

II  Before  White,  the  fame  thing  had  been  remarked  by  Willis ; 
for,  fays  he,  while  intenfe  heat,  diftreffing  thirft,  ftrong,  quick 
pulfe,  obfhinate  watching,  conftant  reftleffnefs,  and  other  fevere 
fymptoms  are  prefent,  and  the  urine  is  thick  and  red,  no  crifis 
ever  happens,  but  fhortly  after  a metaftafis  to  the  head  takes 
place,  in  confeauence  of  which  the  functions  of  the  brain  and 

Qj^ 
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nerves  are  injured,  fubfultus  tendinum  occurs,  the  hyfterical 
fits  are  increafed,  fometimes  phrenitis  takes  place,  together  with 
delirium,  ftupor,  and  lofs  of  voice,  &c. 


486.  The  defer iptioii  of  the  fever,  Vv^hlch  they 
have  given  (483.),  correfponds  with  that  of 

Le  Roy,  who,  taking  a brief  fur- 

Le  Roy’s  clefcrip-  r ti  r ...  i r 

tion.  or  ail  the  iymptoms,  obierves, 

this  fever  has  a great  affinity  to 
other  fymptomatic  fevers  of  puerperal  v/omen. 
It  attacks  immediately  after  delivery  ; feldom  later 
than  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  The  breafts  are  loft 
and  flaccid,  but  preferve  their  ufual  bulk.  Gene- 
rally in  a fhort  time  the  moft  dangerous  fymp- 
toms  make  their  appearance  ^ nor  is  there  any  one 
fo  malignant  which  does  not  occafionally  fuper- 
vene  in  thisfever.  The  more  ufual  fymptoms  are, a 
w^eak  irregular  pulfe,  fometimes  a hard  and  flrong 
one,  loofenefs,  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia,  fwelled 
belly  with  a tympanitic  found,  delirium,  fiupor, 
coma,  fubfultus  tendinum,  cdnvulfive  motions  of 
the  head,  eyes,  hands,  fometimes  alfo  epilepfy,  pa- 
ralyfis,  and  very  frequent  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  vifeera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly, 
or  of  fome  congeftion  in  the  breafl.  Nor  is  the 
miliary  eruption  wanting  ^ ; fometimes,  efpe- 
cially  in  certain  countries,  or  at  certain  times,  or 
at  leaft  when  the  difeafe  is  drawing  to  a fatal  ter- 
mination, an  eruption  takes  place,  about  the  neck 
^nd  breaft,  of  fmall  puftules,  about  the  fize  of  pin^ 
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heads,  full  of  limpid  ferum,  which  may  be  mif- 
taken  by  the  carelefs  for  drops  of  fweat.  The 
difeafe  goes  through  its  courfe  with  aftonilhing  ra- 
pidity, and  its  fpeed  is  in  the  ratio  of  its  mortality. 

That  fever,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  new  difeafe  of  puerperal  women,”  defcnbed  with  great 
accuracy  by  Godofrid  Welich,  and  which  prevailed  epidemi- 
cally at  Leipfick,  an.  1655»  proving  very  deftrudtive  to  puerpe- 
ral women.  For  in  it  they  all  had  the  miliary  eruption,  which 
conftituted  the  primary  difeafe,  a different  difeafe  entirely 
from  the  fymptomatic,  or  accelfory,  fpots,  which  occalioiially 
lupervene  in  the  puerperal  fever,  or  are  combined  with  it. 

487.  I have  already  fliewm  what  Hulme  and 
Leake  have  found  to  be  the  appearance  on  diflec- 
tion (468.).  But  fmcel  there  treated  of  thefe  diflec- 
tions in  a general  way,  it  is  now  proper  to  enter 
upon  the  account  of  them  at  greater  length,  as  be- 
comes one  treating  in  a particular  manner  of  the 
puerperal  fever  of  modern  authors,  the  objed  of 
our  prefent  difcuflion.  Hulme  then  found  the  ute- 
rus uninjured,  but  the  inteftines  and  omentum  in- 
flamed, nay,  often  gangrenous  and  mortified,  and 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  pus  and  ichor  elfu- 
fed  from  the  fuppuration  and  rupture  of  the 
omentum.  Leake  alfo  obferved  the 
omentum  either  wholly  confumed 
and  corrupted,  or  converted  into  pus 
like  corrupted  milk,  or  partly  inflamed,  partly  in 
a ftatc  of  fuppuration  : the  inteftines  havine  the 
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marks  of  Inflammation  externally  : in  the  abdo- 
minal cavity,  purulent  matter  like  the  ferum  of 
milk,  and  matter  of  a thicker  kind  mingled  with 
it,  and  refembling  coagulated  milk.  Nearly  the 
fame  appearances  were  obferved  by  1 heophilus 
de  Meza  but  in  particular  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity full  of  pus,  and  tlie  various  vifcera  contained 
in  it  in  a mortified  hate.  He  adds,  however,  that 
befides  the  omentum  and  inteftines,  the  uterus 
likewife  was  found  inflamed.  But  he  does  not  take 
upon  him  to  determine,  whether  fuch  inflamma- 
tions and  abfceffes  ought  to  be  efteemed  as  the 

caufe  or  effedt  of  the  fever.  White 
again,  wdth  more  confidence,  denies 
that  the  vitiated  flates,  exhibited  by 
the  abdominal  vifcera,  are  the  caufe  of  thefe  fe- 
vers, nor  does  he  hefitate  to  infer,  that  they  are 
really  the  effefts  of  them.  And  this  he  thinks 
fufficiently  proven  by  the  obfervations  of  Pringle, 
Chicoyneau,  Lind,  and  Lecat,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  in  all  fuch  as  had  died  of  putrid  malig-- 
nant  fever ^ the  inteflines  and  omentum  were  in  a 
ftate  of  corruption  ; although  it  is  certain,  that  in 
fuch  a cafe,  neither  inflammation  occafioned  the 
fever,  nor  did  the  fever  manifefl:  any  inflamma- 
tory diathefis. 

* Qompend.  med.fafck.  l.  de  fehrib,  c.  xxiv. 

488.  Nevertheleis,  as  I have  already  obferved, 
Hulme  lays  fo  much  flrefs  on  the  above-men- 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


1247 


tioned  dlffedions,  that  he  at  once  fuppofes  the 


proximate  caiife  of  puerperal  fever  to 
be  inflammation  of  the  omentum 
and  inteftines ; prcdljpojing  one, 
again,  he  thinks  to  confifl;  in  the 


The  proximate, 
prediipofmg,  and 
exciting  caufe, 
according  to 
Hulme. 


preffure  fuftained  by  thefe  parts  from  the  gravid 
uterus,  in  confequence  of  which  the  circulation 


of  the  blood  in  them  is  not  only  retarded,  but 
even  flopped,  in  which  circumftance,  with  many 
others,  he  imagines  that  the  nature  of  inflamma- 
tion confifts.  Laftly,  he  feeks  for  the procatarEl'ic^ 
or  occafional  caufe,  in  the  repeated  irritation  and 
violent  and  reciprocal  fridion  of  the  omentum 
and  inteftines  on  one  another,  to  which  they  are 
neceflarily  fubjeded,  while  the  uterus,  the  abdo- 
minal mufcles,  and  diaphragm,  during  the  vio- 
lent throes  of  parturition,  in  many  ways  exert 
their  force  and  adion.  Nor  does  Leake  differ 
from  Hulme  refpeding  the  proximate  caufe ; 
fmce,  as  I have  already  faid,  he  has  difcovered 
nearly  the  fame  vitiated  conditions  in  the  bodies 
of  puerperal  women.  But,  as  White 
has  very  judicioufly  obferved,  (be- 
fides  what  we  have  adduced  againft  this  opi- 
nion already  in  par.  469.),  were  this  the 
cafe,  it  would  likewife  follow,  that  during  gefta- 
tion  the  omentum  and  inteftines  would  be 
much  more  liable  to  fuch  inflammation,  and 
that  pregnant  women  would  be  more  fubjed  to 
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this  fever  than  puerperal  women,  when  the  ute- 
rus having  become  empty  no  longer  occafions 
the  preffure  in  queftlon,  and  allows  of  the  free 
paffage  of  the  blood  through  the  neighbouring 
vifcera  ; or  women,  who  have  been  brought  to 
bed  for  the  firft  time,  would  be  much  more  fubjedf 
to  the  complaint  than  thofe  who  have  frequently 
borne  children ; though  the  oppofite  of  this  is  pro- 
ved by  experience  to  happen»  Nor,  even  allow- 
ing the  truth  of  Hulme’s  pathology,  does  it  fuffi- 
ciently  explain,  why  that  fever  occurs  more  fre- 
quently, and  with  greater  fatality,  in  lying-in 
bofpitals,  and  crowded  cities,  than  in  private  fa- 
milies, or  in  country  diftritts  : as  nobody  is  igno- 
rant, that  inflammatory  diforders  more  frequent- 
ly attack  women  and  others  refilling  in  the 
country,  accuftomed  to  a hardy^  kind  of  life 
and  violent  exercife,  than  fuch  as  refide  in 
great  cities  in  eafe  and  indolence  Laftly,  if 
this  fever  arofe  from  inflammation  of  the  omen- 
tum and  inteftines,  why  is  bleeding,  which  in 
inflammation  is  the  chief  and  almoft  only  remedy, 
if  not  rejedlcd,  hardly  allowed  by  Hulme  to  be  ad- 
miffible  in  it  ? Why  do  others  confider  it  as  un- 
neceffary,  or  even  detrimental  ? How  comes  it 
that  the  puerperal  women  in  the  hofpital,  whofe 
breafts  Leake  obferved  to  be  ulcerated,  had  a 
much  milder  and  lefs  dangerous  fever,  in  fo  much 
that  none  of  them  had  any  loofenefs,  or  was  car- 
ried off  by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  ? Why  did 
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the  omentum,  on  diffedlon,  fometimes  appear 
uninjured,  as  Leake  himfelf  candidly  confeffed, 
though  that  feemed  to  militate  againft  his  own, 
opinion  ? 

* L.  c.  in  pojlfcript. 

489.  As  I have  already  (469.  to  472.)  fuffi- 
ciently  explained  the  ideas  of  White  and  others, 
concerning  the  proximate  caufe  and  true  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  I fhall  not  here  tire 

. , . Remote  caufes. 

my  readers  v/ith  a repetition  of  thefe 
obfervations,  I muft  obferve,  however,  that  every 
body,  according  to  the  opinion  he  holds,  emime» 
rates  thofe  remote  caufes  which  he  thinks  beft  aii-* 
fwer  his  own  purpofe.  Thus  Holme,  if  I mif- 
take  him  not,  blames  violent  labours  endured  in 
the  time  of  parturition,  as  being  apt  to  occafion 
the  inflammatory  diathefis  : wdiile,  on  the  other 
hand,  White  enumerates  all  thofe  caufes  which 
promote  alkalefcence,  or  putrefaction  of  the 
fluids  ; fuch  as  impure  air,  animal  food,  warm 
drink,  every  thing  of  a heating  nature,  conflant 
lying  in  bed,  too  many  bed-cl oaths,  a narrow, 
clofe,  and  warm  apartment,  promoting  of  the 
fweat,  and  efpecially  the  imprudent  ufe  of  vinous 
liquors  and  aromatics,  to  remove  the  cold  or 
ihivering.  For,  it  is  well  known,  that  by  means  of 
thefe  things  the  motion  and  heat  of  the  blood  are 
increafed,  fweatingis  occafioned,  and  piitrefaClion 
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excited.  In  which  he  thinks  confifts  the  Intimate 
nature  of  this  fever.  And  he  fuppofes  that  thefe 
caufes  become  worfe  and  more  deftrudive,  if,  in 
addition  to  them,  the  placenta  has  been  extracted 
with  violence ; if  the  uterus,  in  confequence  of 
being  haraffed  by  too  early  labour-pains,  or  by 
the  premature  introduftion  of  the  hand  into  its 
orifice,  or  by  a difficult  delivery,  becomes  infla- 
med : if  the  lochia  are  accumulated,  checked, 
and  putrefy,  and  other  caufes  combine  to  promote 
the  putrefadion. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

4go.  But  however  much  the  above-mentioned 
writers  differ  concerning  thefe  matters,  they  ima-  ■ 

nimoufly  agree  with  the  ancients . 

It  does  not  differ  , ...  ^ 

from  that  of  o-  HI  pronouiicmg  it  to  be  a very  le-  ■ 
vere  and  dangerous  complaint.  For  ' 
they  aflent  to  the  obfervation  of  Riverlus,  as  con-  ■ 
firmed  by  experience,  that  the  prognofis  in  this . 
fever  differs  not  from  that  of  other  acute  fevers, , 
except  that  this  one,  on  account  of  the  greater  de-  • 
bility  after  delivery,  and  occafional  fuppreffion  of 
the  lochia,  and  other  complaints  of  lying-in  wo- 
men, is  much  more  acute  and  dan- 
gcrous,  the  fooner  after  birth  it  at- 
tacks the  patient  It  is,  therefore, 
generally  extremely  dangerous.  But  if  at  firft  a 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS. 


2sr 


proper  regimen  be  employed,  if  tbe  locliia  fiow 
properly,  or  be  quickly  reftored,  and  a proper 
plan  of  cure  have  been  employed,  it  fometlmes  ter- 
minates favourably  f.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
fever  has  advanced  far,  and  has  been  neglected 
from  the  firlt,  death  is  to  be  feared,  and  the 
more  certainly  if  the  patient,  while  the  glows 
with  heat  all  over  the  body,  is  frequently  afiedted 
with  rigors 

* Hulme,  1.  c.  Le  Roy,  1.  c.  f Willis,  1.  c.  J M.  ih, 

491.  A fatal  termination  is  foretold,  particu- 
larly by  fevere  pain  in  the  belly  : 

, Fatal  fymptoms» 

flatulency  ; dyfpncxa  ; watching  ; 
dry,  rough,  and  variegated  tongue  ; a livid 
colour  of  the  cheeks  ; crudenefs  of  the  urine ; 
green  or  black  vomiting  ; and  very  quick,  low, 
and  fcarcely  perceptible  piilfe ; involuntary 
ftools ; vlfcid  cold  fweats,  particularly  about  the 
extremities  To  thefe  fatal  fymptoms  Willis 
adds,  reftlelTnefs,  fudden  fhocks,  or  fubfultus 
tendinum,  tinnitus  aurium  fupervening  on  the 
third  day,  an  indefcribable  fulnefs  the  patient 
complains  of  feeling  in  the  head,  oppreflion  at 
the  praecordia,  weight  of  the  breaft,  impeded, 
fhort,  flow,  frequent  refpiration,  accompanied 
with  fighing,  orthopnoea,  and  anxiety  ; and  he 
fays,  that  if  worfe  affeftions  of  the  head  and  ner- 
vous fyftem  take  place,  accompanied  with  a w^eak 
irregular  pulfe,  that  all  is  over  wdth  the  patient. 


^ r‘'> 
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Among  the  unfavourable  fymptoms  "we  are  told 
by  De  Meza  'j',  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  complaint 
the  mouth  and  teeth  become  foul,  dyfphagia 
occurs,  the  miliary  eruption  and  petechiae  break 
out,  though  not  critically,  dejedlion  and  anxie- 
ty, alienation  of  mind,  and  convulfive  fpafms 
take  place. 

* Hiilme,  ibid.  f L.  c.  c.  24.  § 255. 

492.  We  may  draw  a favourable  omen  from 
the  patient’s  turning  eafily  on  both  Tides ; from  her 

lying  in  a tranquil  pofture  ; from  the 

Favourable  fymp-  ^ 1 • r T-u  J J 

toms.  tongue  being  moiit,  lort,  and  red  ; 

from  univerfal  fweats  fucceeding  to 
llownefs  of  the  pulfe  ; from  a moderate  and  con- 
ftant  flow  of  the  lochia  ; from  the  urine  being  tur- 
bid, and  depofiting  a yellow,  or  (lightly  red  fedi- 
ment.  But  the  pulfe  claims  particular  attention.  If, 
from  being  very  quick,  that  is,  128  or  130  in  the 
minute,  it  gradually  becomes  flower  and  more  mo- 
derate, we  conclude  very  favourably  ; on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  proceeds  to  be  equally  ftrong, 
frequent,  and  changeable,  it  indicates  great  dan- 
ger. Nay,  though  the  other  fymptoms  appear 
to  have  ceafed,  if  the  pulfe  ftill  continues  very 
frequent  and  quick,  without  a proportional  remif- 
fion  of  the  fever,  we  muft  not  truft  to  fuch  an  ap- 
pearance ; for  generally  in  a fhort  time  all  the 
fymptoms  fuffer  an  aggravation 'h  But  if  the 
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flow  of  the  lochia,  which  had  flopped,  returns, 
or  a diarrhoea  aiFFording  relief  comes  on,  it  occa- 
flonally  gives  fome  hope  f . But  in  order  to  be 
falutary  and  afford  relief,  it  ought  to  render  the 
pulfe  flower : olherwife  it  is  noxious,  dangerous, 
and  fymptomatic  Generally  the  fever  which 
appears  early,  namely,  on  the  fecond,  third,  or 
fourth  day,  is  fatal,  as  Riverlus  remarks.  On 
the  other  hand,  that  which  after  the  feventh  or 
ninth  day  fucceeds  to  diminution  of  the  lochia, 
for  the  moft  part  proves  ferviceable.  It  is  alfo  a 
favourable  fymptom  when  the  excruciating  pain 
of  the  belly  is  mitigated,  a detumefcence  and  fof- 
tening  of  the  abdomen  takes  place,  warm  fweats 
flow  univerfally  and  equally,  the  refpiration  be- 
comes freer,  the  fubfultus  tendinum  is  allayed, 
and  when  the  reafon  returns,  and  the  patient 
bears  the  complaint  more  tranquilly. 

Hulme,  I.  c.  f Willis,  1.  c.  J Hulme,  ihid. 


THE  CURE. 

493.  Since  various  opinions  concerning  the  na- 
ture and  caufes  of  puerperal  fever  are  entertained 
by  modern  writers,  as  has  already  been  fhewn ; 
in  the  fame  manner  they  are  not  agreed  as  to  the 
plan  of  treatment  to  be  adopted.  In  particular, 
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there  is  no  fmall  conteft  among  authors  about  the 

propriety  of  lettir^  blood.  Leake, 
Bleeding.  afciibcd  this  fever  to  inflamma- 

tion of  the  omentum  and  inteilines,  advifes  it  to 
be  treated  as  an  inflammatory  fever,  concluding 
that  the  iymptoms,  if  any  of  a putrid  kind  ma^ 
have  fupervened,  proceed  from  abforption  of  pus. 
Wherefore,  he  .recommends  commencing  the 
cure  with  copious  bleedings,  having  a view,  how- 
ever, to  the  ft  ate  of  the  pulfe  and  patient  s habit 
of  body.  White,  again,  to  whom  the  fever  ap- 
pears to  be  intlrely  of  a putrid  natuie,  refrains 
from  bleeding  with  the  utmoft  caution,  tiulme, 
however,  fteers  a middle  courfe,  thinking  that  no 
invariable  rule  can  be  adopted.  For  although, 
along  with  Leake,  he  derives  it  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  omentum  and  inteftines,  he  does  not 
confider  bleeding  as  being  always  neceflTary  or 
proper.  He,  therefore,  takes  great  pains  to  in- 
culcate the  confideration  of  the  Iymptoms,  and, 
according  to  their  variety,  as  in  other  difeafes,  he 
thinks  it  is  proper  alfo  in  this  to  deliberate  with 
care  about  having  recourfe  to  the  lancet.  Hence 
he  looks  to  the  degree  of  the  fever  and  pain,  the 
ftage  of  the  complaint,  the  flow  of  blood  prece- 
ding delivery,  or  fucceeding  it,  and  other  circum- 
ftances  of  a fimilar  nature.  But  he  does  not  find' 
fault  with  bleeding  when  the  pulfe  is  full,  ftrong, 
and  vibrating,  or  when  very  fevere  and  lancina- 
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ting  pains  of  the  belly,  eplgaftric  region,  and 
fides,  feem  to  require  it.  He  recommends  it, 
however,  only  at  firft,  and  to  a fmall  extent. 
Perhaps  he  had  been  taught  by  experience,  that 
bleeding  was  not  very  lalutary  in  the  cafe  oi  puer- 
peral women  in  lying-in  holpitals,  or  during  the 
prevalence  of  certain  malignant  diforders. 

494.  To  moft  people,  however, 
it  appears  that  the  colluvies  in  the  Purging, 
primas  vi^e  holds  out  the  firlT:  indi- 
cation ; and  they  therefore  almoft  unanimoufly 
agree  that  it  ought  to  be  withdrawn  with  all 
dilpatch,  beginning  with  gently-relaxing  injec- 
tions. If  they  are  not  fufiiciently  efficacious 
in  drawing  it  off,  they  have  next  recourfe  to  mild 
cathartics,  particularly  the  fal  catharticus  amarus, 
largely  diluted  with  wa:ter,  to  the  oil  of  the  feeds 
of  the  Ricinus  x^raericanus  ^■,  tartar  emetic,  or 
antimonial  wine,  prepared  from  the  crocus  anti- 
monii  or  of  metals,  and  Spaniffi  wine.  After 
cleanfing  the  primae  vi:^,  and  thus  allaying  the 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  they  turn  their  attention 
to  promoting  the  iv/eat ; and  this  they  attempt  by 
means  of  medicines  v/hich  neither  prove  heating 
nor  aftringent.  On  that  account  they  preier 
fmall,  repeated  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  or  tartar- 
emetic,  or  antimonial  v/iiie  j',  wdth  the  addition 
of  a little  opium,  that  they  may  not  ftimulate  the 
mteftines  to  too  great  ^adlion,  and  may  promote 
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the  diaphorefis  the  more.  White  highly  approves 
of  the  fp.  Mindereri,  which  is  extremely  well  a« 
dapted  to  this  indication.  If  vomiting  is  excited, 
they  endeavour  to  promote  it  gently  by  copious 
draughts  of  a lukewarm  infufion  of  chamomile 
flowers.  Among  thefe  they  occafionally  inter- 

pofe  the  falmc  mixture  of  Riveriust, 

The  faline  mix-  • i i ' 'n*  i j- 

ture  of  Rive-  as  being  antiphiogiitic  and  diuretic, 

rias.  , V . 

or,  according  to  others,  as  being 
extremely  well  adapted  to  incide  and  correft  the 
vifcid  bile,  and  proving  antifeptic.  But  moft 
phyficians  of  the  prefent  time  recommend  the 
drinking  of  this  mixture  in  the  ad  of  effervefcence, 
that  a quantity  of  fixed  air,  which  is  very  anti- 
feptic, may  not  efcape.  When  taken  in  this 
way,  it  is  alfo  capable  of  checking  the  vomiting 
itfelf,  when  it  is  obftinate  : hence  it  is  alfo,  and 
not  undefervedly,  named  antiemetic.  Befides, 

they  recommend  bland,  diluent,  and 
refrigerant  drink  || and  caution  the 
patients  againft  thofe  bandages  with  which  they 
generally  bind  the  belly  ; recommend  fuckling ; 
lying  in  a roomy,  temperate  apartment ; change 
of  air,  taking  care,  however,  to  avoid  fuddeii 
expofure  to  the  cold  air  ; the  utmoft  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  ; frequently  to  fit  up,  and  get  as  foon 
out  of  bed  as  poffible,  that  the  lochia  may  defcend 
the  more  readily,  and  not  become  putrid  by  flag- 
nation. 


The  diet. 
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* Leake  employs  this  oil  in  the  following  manner  : olei 

Ricini  vitello  ovi  fuba6li  unciam  unam,  magnelise  albae  drach- 
mas duas,  Mann.  Calabrin.  drachmas  tres,  aquae  hyffopi  un- 
cias o£lo.  M.  dentur  omni  bihorio,  aut  trihorio  duo  vel  tria 
cochlearia.”  Inftead  of  this  oil,  I think  we  may  derive  equal 
advantage  from  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  cxpreiTed  without  tlie 
aid  of  fire,  or  frelh  lintfeed  oil,  or  the  bell  oil  of  olives. 

f Leake,  with  that  view,  ufes  the  following  formula  : 
tartari  emetici  granum  unum  cum  dimidio,  magnefix  albie 
drachmam  unam.  M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  fex  partes  requa- 
les  ; quarum  una  detur  quovis  horae  quadrante  ex  julapio,  quod 
habet  aquae  cinnamomi  fimplicis,  menthae,  vel  aqua:  communis, 
ana  uncias  quatuor,  fyrupi  croci  drachmas  tres.”  But  if  the 
tartar-emetic,  though  in  fuch  fmall  quantity,  proves  too  irrita- 
ting, and  produces  too  much  loofenefs,  he  adds  to  the  julap 
five  drops  of  laudanum,  recommending  at  the  fame  time  a co- 
pious draught,  to  keep  up  a due  flow  of  the  fweat  occafioned 
by  the  tartar-emetic.  For  information  on  the  various  ufes  of 
emetics  in  feveral  difeafes,  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  confult 
an  effay  entitled,  “ Diflertatio  inauguralis  medica  de  eximio 
ipecacuanhse,  necnon  aliorum  quorundam  emeticorum  refradta 
dofi  exhibitorum  ufu,  quam  in  Academia  Goettingenfi  defen- 
dit, an,  1779»  Carolus  Arnoidus  Meyer  Hannoveranus.’’ 

1[.  The  faline  mixture  of  Riverius  confifts  of  the  fixed  alka- 
line fait  of  abfinthium,  faturated  with  citron  or  lemon  juice, 
and  diluted  with  fome  water.  To  render  it  more  bland  and 
correcting,  Leake  adds  to  it  fpermaceti  and  gum-arabic. 
After  vomiting,  he  ufes  it  to  correCt  and  gently  draw  oil'  the 
thick  and  vifeid  bile,  which 'he  had  difeovered,  on  diffec- 
tion,  in  the  gall-bladder. 

j|  White  recommends  fome  infufion  in  the  form  of  tea,  or 
thin  barley,  or  oaten  gruel,  or  a decoCtion  of  tamarinds  or 

VoL.  IL  R 
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pectoral  herbs,  or  whey,  or  fome  fimilar  drink,  but  fcarccly 
lukewarm,  nay  fometimes  even  cold. 

495.  Such  is  the  general  treatment  of  the 
fimple  difeafe.  But  if  the  fymptoms,  with  which 

it  is  combined,  are  very  diftreffing, 
they  treat  them  alfo  in  a particular 
manner.  Frequently  diarrhoea,  as 
w^e  have  already  noticed,  occurs  in  this  fever. 
Hulme  confiders  it  as  falutary,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  checked.  Nay,  if,  after  having  drunk  co- 
pioufly  of  diluent  drinks,  ,the  inteftines  do  not 
feem  to  be  fufficiently  cleanfed,  he  attempts,  as 
has  already  been  fliewn,  to  draw  off  the  fordes 
by  means  of  emetics  and  cathartics ; in  which  re- 
fpedl  Leake  does  not  difagree  with  him,  as  he 
approves  of  them  alfo,  when  there  is  a fupeiabun- 
dance  of  bile,  or  it  has  become  corrupted.  But 
he  judicioufly  remarks,  that,  as  the  irritability  and 
fenfibility  of  the  flomach  and  inteftines  are  in- 
creafed  by  employing  them,  thefe  parts  already 
irritated  are  too  much  harafled  ; that  the  difor- 
ders  and  fpafma  are  increafed  ^ and  the  evacua- 
tions rendered  exceffive.  On  which  account,  if 
the  loofenefs  exceed  bounds,  he  advifes  the  ufe 
of  demulcent  clyfters,  and  gently  diaphoretic  me- 
dicines. But  if,  in  confequence  of  thefe  evacua- 
tions, the  ftrength  is  reduced,  he  does  not  hefitate 
tp  apply  t(}  opiates  and  aftringents  to  allay  the 
diarrhoea  fpeedily.  White  alfo,  if  the  inteftines 
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do  not  feem  fufficiently  purged,  and  the  diarrhoea 
is  therefore  protradted,  advifes  us  to  perfift  long  in 
the  ufe  of  the  neutral  falts,  or  to  add  to  thefe  for 
each  dofe  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  Colombo 
root.  He  likewife  recommends  fmall  dofes  of 
rhubarb  given  at  proper  intervals.  But  if  there  be 
no  fymptoms  of  irritation,  and  the  prefence  of 
delirium  do  not  contra-indicate  it,  we  may  fafely 
and  advantageoufly  have  recourfe  to  opiates,  efpe» 
cially  if  we  add  to  them  fome  ipecacuanha,  l.eake^ 
however,  when  he  is  afraid  of  a putrid  colliquatioa 
of  the  humours,  which,  on  fuppuration  taking 
place  in  the  vifcera,  he  fuppofes  to  be  fuperadded 
to  the  other  complaints  in  confequence  of  abforp- 
tion  of  pus,  whatever  be  its  caufes,  we  muft  with- 
out delay  oppofe  it  by  antifeptics,  and  particularly 
by  the  moft  powerful  of  all,  the  Peruvian  bark. 

496.  Not  unfrequently  the  prefence  of  peri- 
pneumony  is  fufpedled.  In  that 

r r * r peripneii- 

cafe  fome,  with  Hulme,  propofe  mony  is  aifpedt- 

, 1»  • r 1*1  -n»  ed  to  be  prefent, 

the  application  or  cantharides.  But, 
as  their  efficacy  feems  doubtful  in  fome  puerpe- 
ral women,  Leake  prefers  fubftitu- 

. ^ , . Blifters. 

ting  in  their^ftead  finapifms^  But  if 

the  pulfe  be  languid,  and  the  putrid  diathefis  of  the 

fluids  approach  nearer,  he  does  not 

, Cordials. 

think  that  the  ufe  of  cordial  reme- 
dies is  to  be  neglefted.  hitehas  obfervedthe  pleu- 
ritic pain,  or  any  other  afledting  the  breaft, often  re- 

R 2 
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lieved  by  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  the  po^ 
lygalaVirginiana,  or  Seneka,  taken  three  or  four 

times  a-day.  They  employ  for  the 

X^3^insoFt}i6  • • 1 1 It  * r*  f*  #ni 

belly.  pains  m the  belly,  ariling  irom  natu-* 
lency  and  fpafms,  inj  eftions,  and  fome 
mixture  containing  a portion  of  affafoetida  and  o- 
piiim  in  its  compofition.  But  if  they  are  not  relie- 
ved by  the  plan  prcpofed,  they  apply  fomentations 
and  cataplafms  to  the  belly,  nay,  even  a large  plai- 

fter  of  cantharides.  As  thefuppreffion 

The  lochia.  ^ 

of  the  lochia  ufually  fupervenes  on 
the  fever,  they  confider  it  as  the  efFe£t ; and,  in 
fad:,  on  the  fever  ceafing,  they  flow  again.  But 
it  has  already  been  fhewn,  that  not  unfrequently 
fuppreflion  of  the  lochia  is  likewife  the  caufe. 
But  among  the  fymptoms  which  occafion  much 
_ uneafmefs  from  the  beginning,  cold 

^ and  fhivering  are  almoft  the  pecu- 
liar charaderiftics  of  this  fever,  fometimes  alfo  ri- 
gor, which  lafts  fome  hours.  According  to  Leake, 
nothing  is  better  calculated  for  difpelling  this,  after 
bleeding  has  been  employed,  than  frequent  drink- 
ing of  warm  water,  and  applying  bladders  half 
filled  with  it  to  the  arm-pits  and  foies  of  the  feet. 
It  occafionally  happens,  that  the  vomiting  and 
naufea  cannot  be  allayed  by  the  repeated  exhibi- 
tion either  of  emetics  or  other  remedies.  It  may 
then  be  rcafonably  fufpeded,  that  acrimony  and 
corruDtion  of  the  bile  arc  fiill  the  caufe  of  the 

^ A 
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continuance  of  thefe  fymptoms.  In  which  cafe 
it  Is  proper,  three  or  four  times  a-day,  to  give  a 
fcruple,  or  half  a drachm,  of  Colombo  root,  or  its 
extrafl:,  or  a few  fpoonfuls  of  an  infufion  of 
•it,  to  corred:  the  depraved  bile.  But  if  irrita- 
tion alone  occafion  the  vomiting;  It  is  faid 
that  nothing  is  preferable  to  paregorics.  When 
the  complaint  is  at  length  drawing 
to  a termination,  they  not  only  pre-  the  end. 

fcribe  keeping  the  belly  open,  but 
that  an  infufion  of  chamomile,  with  elixir  of  vitriol, 
fhould  be  given  for  drink,  accompanying  it  with 
Peruvian  bark,  to  oppofe  the  putrefadion  by 
their  antifeptic  power.  Next,  they  recommend 
the  moderate  ufe  of  exercife,  that  the  tone  of  the 
vifcera  may  be  gradually  reftored. 

497.  But  we  are  warned  by  White,  that  the 
fymptoms,  which  in  the  early  days 
of  the  complaint  indicate  the  inflam- 
matory  diathefis,  or  occafion  the  fuf- 
picion  of  inflammation  of  fome  of  the  vifcera, 
are  not  of  great  continuance,  and  fhortly  pafs 
into  thofe  which  clearly  fhew  a putrid  difpofition. 
He  is  therefore  with  much  difficulty  perfuaded 
to  admit  of  bleeding,  as  appears  from  the  hifto- 
ries  of  the  patients  already  cited,  in  whom  he 
took  care  never  to  draw  blood,  but  confidered  it 
as  being  more  eligible  gradually  to  cheek  the 
fever  and  its  fymptoms  by  means  of  the  cooling 

R:3 
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regimen,  acidulated  and  antifeptic  drink,  and  ve- 
getable diet.  Likewife  the  difeafe,  which  in  the 
year  1770  proved  extremely  hoftile  to  all  the 
puerperal  women  in  St  Mark’s  hofpital  at  Vienna 
(468.),  was  taken  at  firfl:  to  be  of  an  inflamma- 
tory kind,  and  was  therefore  unfucefsfully  oppo- 
fed  by  bleeding.  But  in  its  nature  it  was  putrid, 

and  the  inflammations  arifmg  from 

Bleeding  injurious  , » i i . ^ • 

to  putrid  inflam-  it  very  quickly  terminated  m gan- 

motion*  v x • n * 

grene^  However^  as  miiammations 
of  this  kind  are  malignant  and  putrid,  they  by  no 
means  admit  of  bleeding  being  employed.  On 
narrower  examination  of  the  difeafe,  therefore, 
bleeding  began  to  be  omitted  by  the  advice  of 
Stbrek,  and  camphor,  to  a confiderable  extent,  was 
fubfl;ituted  in  its  room,  together  with  Peruvian 
bark  ; and  it  was  alfo  employed  in  glyfters  to  the 
extent  of  a drachm  in  each,  beat  up  with  two 
drachms  of  gum-arabic,  and  dilTolved  in  eight 
ounces  of  water.  By  this  mode  of  oppofmg  the 
putrefactive  difpofition  of  the  difeafe,  more  than 
forty  are  fald  to  have  been  preferved. 

498.  If  all  the  remarks  on  the  puerperal  fever 
of  the  moderns  be  duly  weighed : 

The  conclufion.  , , J ^ 

if  we  attend  to  the  thick,  putrid 
bile,  which  Leake  difeovered  in  the  gall-bladder, 
to  the  bilious,  green  vomiting,  to  the  naufea, 
gripes,  and  flatulency  of  the  belly,  and  to  the 
diarrheea  and  tenefmus,  which  are  the  fymptoms 
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tiiaraderlfiog  the  puerperal  difeafe  ; if,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  confider  the  remedies  by  which 
the  patients  are  reftored  to  good  health,  namely, 
emetics,  cathartics,  corredors  of  the  bile,  acef- 
cent  and  antifeptic  remedies  of  all  kinds ; we  fhall 
be  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  this  fever  is  not  a 
new  and  diftind  genus  of  fever,  to  be  treated  of 
by  itfelf,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
particular  fpecies  of  acute  gajlric  fe-- 

1 r T ^ • j It  is  a malignant 

ver^  more  or  iels  malignant,  putrid,  gaftric  fever, 
and  complicated ; and  that  it  re- 
quires the  fame  method  of  treatment  as  other  ga- 
ftric fevers,  efpecially  malignant  putrid  ones,  of 
which  we  have  already  fpoken  (373.)*  That  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  obfervations  of  Doulcet,  the  truth 
of  which  has  never  been  called  in  queftion,  have 
lately  afforded  an  invincible  proof 

* In  the  year  1782,  when  puerperal  fevers  attacked  feveral 
women  in  the  Hotel-Dieu,  and  quickly  proved  fatal,  as  often 
happens  there,  (perhaps  on  account  of  the  air  being  contaminated 
with  the  noxious  effluvia  proceeding  from  the  patients  bodies, 
which  frequently  happens  in  hofpitals),  and  no  method  could  be 
devifed  to  avert  its  deftru6iive  effects,  Doulcet  at  length  difeo- 
vered  a plan  of  treatment,  by  which  it  is  faid  that  all  the  pa- 
tients were  afterwards  faved.  At  the  fir  ft;  invafion  of  the  com^ 
plaint,  he  gave  five  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  divided  into  two 
dofes,  to  be  taken  at  the  interval  of  an  hour  and  a half.  He 
repeated  the  medicine  exadliy  in  the  fame  manner  next  day, 
whether  the  fymptoms  were  mitigated  or  not.  He  returned  on 
the  third,  and  even  occafionally  on  the  fourth  day,  to  the  fame 
medicine.  During  the  intervals  he  gave  them  a mixture,  bv 

R 4 


fpoonfulsj  confiftlng  of  two  ounces  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  one 
of  fynip  of  akh^a,  and  two  grains  of  kermes  mineral.  For 
drink  he  gave  plentifully  of  the  decodfion  of  llntfeed,  or  viper- 
grafsj  fweetened  with  the  fyrup  of  alth^a.  About  the  feventh 
or  eighth  day  he  gave  a cathartic,  and  repeated  it  afterwards 
three  or  four  times,  as  there  was  occahon.  Vid.  Journ.  de  Me- 
dec.  de  Paris ^ t.  Iviii,  p.  448.  Which  plan  of  cure,  if  it  in  fadi 
proved  as  fuccefsful  as  the  French  fay  it  did,  in  no  cafe  fecms 
more  eligible  than  in  that  of  the  acute  gaftric  fever,  whether 
proceeding  from  fordes  of  the  primce  vut^  or  from  inhaling  and 
fv/allowing  poifonoiis  miafoiata.  For  the  whole  cure  is  diredded 
to  the  quickly  and  powerfully  ejed/cing  of  whatever  noxious 
matter  lurks  in  the  ftoraach  and  inteftines,  to  the  blunting  of 
any  acrimony  prefent,  and  to  the  relaxing  of  the  fpafms,  as  ea- 
iily  appears  to  any  one  wlio  coiiiiders  the  matter.  Nor  are 
we  prevented  from  employing  it,  by  the  opinions  which  the 
author  has  formed  concerning  the  retention  of  the  laddeal  fluid, 
and  its  infuflon  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  under  the  form 
of  curds  and  ferum,  as  he  imagines,  as  well  as  concerning  the 
peculiar  power  he  fuppofes  ipecacuanha  to  poflefs,  of  ftrength- 
ening  the  lymsphatic  veffels,  to  fupport  the  hypothefis  he  had 
preconceived.  For  efllifions  like  thefe  were  found  by  Lind 
in  the  abdomen  of  tliofe  v/ho  have  died  of  loofenefs,  or  of  the 
yellow  fever,  or  any  other  malignant  and  contagious  one.  But 
thefe  were  obferved  in  men,  not  in  women.  See  a letter  of 
mine  to  Curtius,  chief  phyfjcian  to  the  King  of  Poland,  to  be 
found  in  vcl.  vii.  degh  avvijt  fopra  la  Jalute  umana^  p.  4fl3* 

4qQ.  But  puerperal  women  do  not  labour  un- 
der this  fever  alone.  ' I have  already  (472.  et  feq.) 


fhewn  that  they  fall  into  fever  from 
inflammation  of  the  uterus,  fome- 
times  from  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia, 


fernetimcs  from  aberration  and  metaftafis  of  the 
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milk,  fometimes  from  a bilious  or  vitiated  ftate 
of  the  fluids,  fometimes  from  the  air  being  in- 
fedled  with  putrid  miafmata,  fometimes  from 
checked  perfpiration,  fometimes  from  the  Jecun- 
dined  being  retained  and  putrefying  in  the  uterus, 
fometimes  from  dyfpepfy,  and  fometimes  from 
feveral  of  thefe  caufes  being  combined  ; and  that 
there  are  therefore  various  kinds  of  fevers  {481.) 
with  which  they  are  very  frequently  affefted. 
Whoever,  then,  retains  in  remembrance  all  that 
has  been  faid  concerning  the  milk-fcver  of  puerpe^ 
ral fever  concerning  the  aetde  gaftric  fever 

(373.),  and  concerning  the  continued  tertian  and 
caufus  (419.)  ; will  likewife  know 
by  what  figns  it  appears,  when  puer- 
peral women  are  ill  from  one  caufe, 
when  from  another,  when  they  labour  under  one 
kind  of  fever,  and  when  under  another,  and  the 
proper  mode  of  treatment  to  be  adopted  in  each. 


Cure  therefore 
varies. 


z66 
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THE 

CONTINUED  QUARTAN,  OR  TETAR^ 

TOPHYA. 

500.  This  name  is  applied  to  that  kind  of  re- 
mittent fevers,  in  which  acceffions  in  all  refpeds 

fimilar  to  each  other  occur  every 

”rrm'the‘toer-  fourth  day  Only,  no  apyrexia  fuc- 
mittirig  seeding  during  the  intermediate 

days.  It  differs  from  the  intermit- 
ting quartans  in  this,  that  it  is  aggravated  without 
cold,  fhivering,  or  rigor,  and  remits  without 
fweat,  and  never  arrives  at  an  aftual  ceffation 
from  fever.  It  is  a fever  of  fuch  rare  occur- 
rence, that  Joel,  a phyfician  of  feventy  years 
of  age,  never  happened  to  fee  it  It  is  gene- 
rally of  long  continuance,  and  dangerous  ; nay, 
according  to  Sauvages  f,  it  frequently  termi- 
nates in  death.  Sometimes  it  derives  its  origin 
from  the  intermitting  quartan.  But  it  feems  to 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufes  as  thofe  which  give 
rife  to  other  continued  remittents.  And  I have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  fubjedted  to  the  fame  varieties. 

* Cullen.  Gen.  morh.  ord.  i.  Fehr.  fedt.  1.  gen.  2.  Note  on 
the  continued  quartan,  in  which  the  works  of  Joel  are  quoted. 

f Nofol.  cl.  2.  ord.  2.  gen.  viii. 
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THE  TETARTOPHYA  SIMPLEX  OF  SAUVACES 


Its  defcription. 


501.  Sauvages  names  that  fever  fimple  conti- 
nued quartan,  in  which  no  fymp- 
toms  of  an  affedion  of  any  particu- 
lar vifcus  appear.  ‘‘  In  it,”  fays  he,  the  heat  Is 
dull,  but  acrid,  the  pulfe  Is  fmall  and  flow  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  paroxyfm,  next  fuller  and  quicker 
than  in  the  intermitting  fpecies,  a frequent  expec- 
toration occurs,  the  temperament  of  the  patient 
is  melancholic.  Unlefs  it  occur  in  the  fummer 
time,  it  is  of  fix  months  continuance.  The  pa- 
roxyfms  are  typical,  without  cold  and  fweat ; it 
is  cured  by  aperients,  inciding  and  antifcorbutic 
remedies,  premifing  the  ufual  preparatory  fteps 
namely,  bleeding,  vomiting,  or  purging,  accord- 
ing as  plethora,  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  or 
bad  chyle  in  the  prim/:e  vice^  may  require.  But  in 
the  treatment  of  this  fever  alfo, 
many  of  the  remedies  already  re- 
commended in  various  places,  as  circumflances 
vary,  may  have  a place  here  ; particularly  what 
we  faid  when  fpeaking  of  the  general  treatment 
of  fevers,  or  the  particular  treatment  of  intermit- 
tents,  may  be  here  kept  in  view. 

502,  But  befides  the  Jimpk  tetartophya^  Sau- 


The  cure. 
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vages  mentions  a good  many  other  fpecies,  whicti  i 

ought  to  have  been  kept  intirely 


Certain  fpecies  of  , 

Sauvages  fet  a-  apart,  as  having  no  kind  of  refein-  • 
blance  to  it.  For,  in  the  firfl;  place,  > 


the  tetartophya  fplenalglca  of  which  Fernelius  is  . 
faid  to  have  died,  was  not  a continued  quart a?2y  asi 
he  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  but  fimply  an  acute : 
continued  fever,  and,  if  I miftake  not,  fymtoma-  • 
tic,  as  being  the  concomitant  of  fuppuration  of  the 
fpleen,  and  carried  him  off  upon  the  eighteenth . 
day.  Fernelius’s  fpleen  had  been  fwelled  for 
many  years,  and  perhaps  after  an  intermitting 
quartan  under  which  he  had  laboured  ; but  the  ■ 
difeafe,  of  which  he  at  length  died,  was  neither 
an  intermitting  nor  continued  quartan,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  Plantius,  in  the  life  of  Fernelius.  Nor 
does  the  tetartophya  carotica^  which  he  there  men- 
tions from  W erlliof  f , in  the  fourth  place,  belong 
to  this  genus  of  fever,  as  that  mentioned  by  Werl- 
hof  J was  an  intermitting  fever,  and  generally  of 
the  tertian  type.  Under  the  fame  fpecies  Sauvages 
has  alfo  comprehended  thefever  recorded  byForeft, 
in  the  thirty-ninth  obfervation  of  the  third  book  ; 


but  the  quartan  there  defcribed  is  neither  of  the 
fpecies  called  carotica  nor  comaioj^  Nor  can  we 


refer  to  this  head  the  tetai'tophya  maligna  || , which 
he  adduces  from  Marcellus  Donatus  §,  and 
Florft  fmce  it  appears  from  thefe  fame  au- 
thors that  it  was  an  intermitting,  not  a continued 
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quartan.  The  fever,  again,  which  he  mentions 
in  the  fifth  place,  namely,  the  tetartophya  femiter-^ 
tiana^  or  hemitritceus  major  of  Schenck  belongs 
rather  to  the  febres  compUcatee  and  proportionates^ 
than  to  the  continued  quartans. 

* Sp.  2.  f Sp.  4.  J Obferv.  de  febr,  p.  17.  j|  Sp.  6* 

J L.  3.  c.  14.  & 1.  7.  c.  6.  ^ L.  I.  obferv.  xv.  Sp,  5* 

i 

THE  TETARTOPHYA  SOPOROSA. 

I 

503.  We  might  with  more  reafon  confider  the 
quartana  continua  foporofa  of  Pifo  as  a variety 
of  the  tetartophya.  It  is  deferibed  as  follows  : 

Of  the  patients  labouring  under  quartan  fe- 
ver,  I remember  of  a nobleman,  John  de  Reins, 
of  Brenecourt,  three  winters  ago,  congratulating 
himfelf  on  having  paffed  without  uneafmefs  the 
time  of  the  rigor  and  exacerbation,  otherwife 
very  troublefome  and  fevere ; for  he  lay  in  a pro- 
found fleep,  wdiich  lafted  upwards  of  twelve 
hours  : but  I put  an  unfavourable  conflrudion 
on  this  comatofe  alFedllon,  thinking  that  it  por- 
tended that  the  fever  would  not  attain  a ftate  of 
apyrexia.  And  I did  fo  with  reafon  ; for  about 
the  fifth  month  he  was  carried  off  in  one  of  theie 
fleepy  fits.”  To  this  defeription  he  fhortly  after 
fubjoins  another  fimilar  account  of  a comatofe  con-^ 
tinned  quartan.^  which  vras  named  by  Sauvages  f 
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ietartophya  hepatalglca^  becaufe  it  was  combined 
with  inflammation  of  the  liver.  Its  hiftory  is  as 
follows : Laftly,  I had  almoft  forgot  to  mention 

the  hiftory  of  a continued  quartan,  much  more 
remarkable  than  the  others.  It  took  place  in  the 
Prefident  Michael  Bouvet,  in  addition  to  an  in- 
flammation of  the  liver,  which  lafted  until  the 
change  of  the  year,  and  carried  him  off  within 
four  months.  For  the  beginning  of  each  exacer- 
bation was  diftinguifhed  by  a very  fmall  and  flow 
pulfe,  infomuch  fo  that  it  was  fometimes  fcarcely 
perceptible  for  a few  hours,  accompanied  with 
very  deep  fleep,  interrupted  only  by  delirium,  and 
it  was  generally  of  more  than  fifteen  hours  con- 
tinuance if.”  Befides  thefe,  two  hiftories  of  a co- 
matofe  quartan  are  to  be  found  in  the  fame  au- 
thor ; but  I judge  it  better  to  pafs  them  over  in 
filence  ||, — as  it  does  not  appear  fufficiently  cer- 
tain whether  they  were  intermitting  or  continued 
fevers, — than  to  adduce  uncertainty  for  fadf. 

* SeleB,  ohferv.  ^ confiL  de pr^ttervis.haBenuSy  &c.  ohferv.  1 66. 
p.  492.  f L.  c.  fp.  3.  J L.  c.  ohferv.  1 60.  j|  Ob^ 
firv.  16^.  168. 

C04.  We  have  already  (501.)  fhewn  what  the 
plan  of  cure  ought  to  be  m the  Ample  continued 

quartan.  It  now  remains  to  fay 
fomething  of  the  treatment  adapted 
to  any  particular  fymptom,  wdth  which  the  fever 


OF  REMITTENT  FEVERS.  2;! 

^lay  be  combined,  as  deep  fleep,  or  coma.  If  the 
patient’s  temparament,  age,  habit,  and  ftr Migth  ad- 
mit of  it,  blood  ought  firft  to  be  let,  then  the  col- 
luvies of  the  primed  vice  ought  to  be  withdrawn 
by  fome  melanagogue,  or,  if  the  patient  be  of  a 
cachetic  and  phlegmatic  habit,  by  means  of  fome 
mild  and  corredting  hydrogogue.  Afterwards 
the  juices  of  frefh  herbs,  as  fuccory,  taraxacum, 
agrimony,  fumitory,  nafturtium,  or  decodions, 
or  infufions  of  them,  may  be  drunk,  occafionally 
interpofmg  bland  cathartics,  and  not  omitting 
blifters,  cupping-glafles,  fmapifms,  and  other 
modes  of  revulfion,  of  which  we  have  already 
made  mention.  The  fleep  is  remarkably  dif- 
cuffed  alfo  by  volatile  things,  as  both  fimple  fpi- 
rits  of  harfhorn,  and  that  which  is  fuccinated, 
tindure  of  caftor  oil,  and  the  fpirits  of  fal  amo- 
niac.  But  if  the  complaint  does  not  yield  to 
thefe  remedies,  the  fleep  ftill  continuing  to  come 
and  go  periodically,  it  muft  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  an  intermitting  fever,  that  is,  by 
means  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  the  efficacy  of  which 
it  is  better  to  try,  than  to  commit  the  patient 
merely  to  the  uncertain  efforts  of  nature. 
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PART  IV, 


CONCERNING 

THE  COMPOUND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 

if 

OR 

‘The  p ro p 0 rti 0 naTjE. 


S^S-  In  the  general  divifion  of  fevers,  men- 
tion was  made  of  a fourth  diftindion  (62.), 
which  might  contain  the  compound  ones ; or,  as 
they  are  called  by  others,  proportionate,  complex, 
or  complicated.  Having,  therefore,  finilhed  the 
enumeration  of  the  intermitting  fevers,  and  of  the 
continued  ones,  both  continent  and  remitting,  this  is 
now  the  place  for  faying  fomething  concerning 
thofe  that  are  compounded.  But  I name  thofe  fe- 
vers compound,  which  are  fofmed  by  th#  union  of 
feveral  fevers  of  different  kinds.  The  combina- 
tion of  thefe,  again,  may  be  manifold ; but  I 
fliall  confine  myfelf  to  the  principal  diftinaions : 
for  to  give  them  a particular  inveftigation,  would 
not  only  be  tedious,  but  altogether  fuperfluous.  The. 
VoL.  II.  g 
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firft  comblnatlorij  then,  is  when  different  intermit- 
ting fevers  are  blended  together,  as 
when  the  intermitting  quotidian  is 
combined  with  the  tertian,  quartan, 
quintan,  or  intermittents  of  other  types  or 
when  feveral  quotidians,  tertians,  or  quartans 
unite  together,  fo  as  to^  become  double,  triple,  or 
quadruple,  as  we  have  already  fhewn  elfewheic, 
when  treating  exprefsly  of  intermitting  fevers. 
Another  combination  occurs,  when  intermitting 
fevers,  of  whatever  kind  they  be,  are  combined* 
with  continued  fevers,  whether  continent  or 
remittent  ‘j'.  The  third  combination  is  foimed 
by  uniformly  continued,  or  continent  fevers,  con- 
joined with  remitting  ones  ; as  when  an  ephe- 
mera, or  fimple  or  putrid  fynochus,  or  any 
other  of  the  continent  fevers  j:,  is  united  with  a* 
quotidian,  or  tertian,  or  continued  quotidian. 
And  under  thefe  heads  feem  to  rank  all  thofe  fe- 
vers called  compound^  or  pi'Gportionate,  But  thofe 
that  remain,  if  there  be  any  others  recorded  by 
medical  writers,  as  being  either  feigned  or  ima- 
ginary, are  inconfiftent  with  the  regularity  of  na*- 
ture,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  exploded. 


* When  the  paroxyfms  of  fuch  intermittents  occur  at  diffe- 
rent hours,  fo  that  each  of  them  can  be  diftinguiffied,  they  are 
named  by  Galen  complex^  or  compound.  But  if  the  acceffions 
of  different  intermittents  happen  in  the  fame  hour,  fo  as  to 
form  almoft  only  one  paroxyfm,  as  they  cannot  be  eafily  dif- 
tinguifhed,  he  names  them  confufed.  De  Febr,  differ.  1.  2. 


c.  vii. 
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f Storck  has  often  feen  an  intermitting  quotidian  combined 
with  the  petechial  and  miliary  fever.  That  happened  particular- 
ly in  the  month  of  September  an.  1758.  The  quotidian  re- 
quired the  immediate  employmient  of  the  bark,  and  when  thus 
treated  it  becamie  milder  than  an  intermitting  fever,  and  held  on 
as  an  exanthematic  one.  Ann,  med,  i.  mens.  Sept.  175B.  The 
fame  author,  in  acute  vernal  fevers,  obferved  frequent  horripi- 
latio, which  aggravated  the  dlfeafe,  and  was  allayed  by  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark.  Hence  he  has  written  : ‘‘  Whether  in  the  fpring 
different  intermitting  fevers  are  frequently  combined  with  acute 
ones,  and  render  them  more  violent  ?”  Lib.  juft  quoted,  mens. 
Mart.  He  mentions,  that  in  the  month  of  April  he  had  feen 
acute  fevers  terminate  on  the  fourteenth  day  in  intermitting  quo- 
tidian, or  tertian.  It  is  pcflible  that  the  intermittents  were  then 
combined  with  the  putrid  fynochus,  on  which  being  difcufted, 
they  afterwards  became  manifeftly  intermittents,  and  conti- 
nued as  fuch.  Martin  Ghis,  a phylician  of  Cremona,  obfer- 
ved in  his  own  fon,  wdio  then  laboured  under  an  epidemic  ul- 
cerous angina,  an  acute  fymptomatic  fever,  or  a continued  angi- 
nous  one,  combined  with  a fubintrans,  which  he  removed  by 
the  Peruvian  bark.  Lettere  rnsd.  lett.  2.  p-  8.  Crem.  1759. 

if  Galen  (De  diff.febr.  I.  i.  c.  10.)  has  made  mention  of  a 
woman,  who  laboured  under  an  he£lic  confumption,  con- 
joined with  a putrid  quotidian.  Montius,  in  his  commentary 
on  this  paffage,  tells  us,  that  hedtic  fever  may  be  combined 
with  choleiic,  phlegmatic,  and  melancholic  fever,  and  alfo 
with  fanguineous  fever,  or  fynochus,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  may  be  combined  together,  and  in  fa61;  fometimes  are 
combined.  In  the  fame  place  Galen  delivers  the  diagnoftic 
charadlers  by  which  thefe  combinations  may  be  diftinguifhed. 
Nor  is  hecfic  fever  faid  to  be  combined  with  putrid  fevers 
only,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  likewife  occafioiially  conjoined  with 
the  ephemerae,  Ibid.  1.  c.  p,  385. 
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THE  SEMITERTIANA,  OR  HEMITRITJBDS. 


506.  That  kind  of  compound  fever,  called  by 
the  Greeks  hanitritaus,  and  by  ouridxt^^femiter- 
iiana,  frequently  occurs  in  the  writings  of  medi- 
cal authors.  Under  this  name  is 
mttSi^s^of  Ga-  Comprehended  a continued  fever, 

which,  though  it  favours  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  intermitting,  or  remitting  fever,  dif- 
fers from  both,  on  account  of  its  being  attended 
with  only  half  the  alleviation  and  remiffion  of 
thele.  But  the  defcriptions  of  it  vary  fo,  that  it 
is  neeeflary  to  fubjoin  the  author’s  name  to  each^ 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  reft.  Galen  how- 
ever, aftigns  two  particular  marks,  or  properties, 
to  the  real  hemitritscus,  namely,  that  it  is  a contl^ 
nucd j'cvcT^  and  attended  at  the  fame  time  withy^/- 
verhig.  If  it  be  attended  with  neither  of  thefe  di- 
ftinguiftiing  marks,  he  denies  that  it  can  be  named 
JcmitCTtiunci^  According  to  him,  then,  the  union  of 
two  intermitting  fevers,  namely,  a quotidian  and 
tertian,  cannot  conftitute  a femitertian,  becaufe  it 
muft  be  a continued  fever ; nor  can  it  be  com- 
pofed  of  two  continued  fevers,  becaufe  it  cannot 
then  be  attended  with  fhivering.  But  let  us  now 
proceed  to  defenbe  the  various  IpecicS  of  hemi— 

tritseus. 
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507.  The  diftinguilhing  marks,  therefore,  of 
tlie  hemitritaeus  are,  that  it  muft  be 

r -i  r • 1 • T "The  various  fpe- 

compoiea  oi  a tertian  and  quotidian,  cies  of  hemitn- 
one  of  the  continued,  the  other  of 
the  intermitting  type,  but  particularly  of  the  inter- 
mitting tertian  and  continued  quotidian  ; or  even 
of  the  intermitting  quotidian  and  continued  ter- 
tian, fo  as  that  every  fecond  day  two  paroxyfms 
fhould  occur^  or  be  confounded  together  ; 
but  on  the  equal  days  only  one,  though  with- 
out any  intermiffion  of  its  continuance.  The 
former  is  commonly  called  the  femiteriia?ia  of 
Galen  ; the  other,  again,  feems  to  be  the  fame 
as  is  defcribed  by  Riverius  in  the  fecond  place, 
and  which  is  claffed  by  Torti  in  the  num- 
ber of  femitertians.  Van  Swieten  and  De  Haen 
mention  twQ  other  fpecies  of  hemitritaeus,  of 
which  one  is  compofed  of  the  ter- 

- 1 • V r r 1 The  femitertlap 

tian,  having  its  paroxylms  lo  much  of  Ceifus. 

prolonged,  that  they  leave  fcarcely 
any  apyrexia.  This  fpecies  is  called  the  hemitritaus 
of  Ceifus.  Thofe  who  follow  the  authority  of 
Ceifus,  refer  to  this  fever  both  the  ardens  periodi- 
ca^ and  the  double  tertian,  which  has  become 
continued  in  confequence  of  its  paroxyfms  being 
prolonged,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  elfe- 
where.  The  other,  again,  is  compofed  of  the 
acute  continued  fever,  and  the  intermitting  tertian 
combined  together.  This  feems  to  be  admitted 
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by  Sennert,  as  he  does  not  confider  it  as  abfurd 
to  name  tliofe  fevers  femitertians ^ which  in  their 
nature  are  intermitting  tertians,  but  conjoined 
with  inflammation  of  fome  vlfcus,  by  which  a 
fymptomatic  continued  fever  is  excited,  fo  that 
from  the  mixture  of  both  arifes  a kind  of  herni-^ 
trltaiis^^  or  femltertlan.  Some,  again,  name  that 
fever  a femiiertlan^  which  is  often  or  feveral 
times  aggravated  within  the  twenty-four  hours, 
with  fliivering  and  cold,  obferving  no  regular 
order  in  the  acceffions,  from  which  circumftance 
it  is  named  by  others  horrifica, 

5080  With  refped;  to  the  fiemitertiafi  of  Celfus, 
and  thofe  of  fimilar  kinds,  it  ought 
^ of  d^es  rcfeiTcd  Cither  to  the  extended 

this  fipurlous  tertians,  or  to  the 

irdr antes  or  fiubeontinu^^^  of  Torti,  or 
to  the  triteeophyee  ; nor  does  it  feem  to  deferve  a 
place  here.  Nor  ought  we  probably  to  clafs  here 
the  fever  of  Sennert,  compofed  of  the  fymptoma- 
tk  continued  fever,  proceeding  from  inflamma- 
tion of  fome  vifcus,  and  intermitting  fever  ; for 
in|gencral  it  is  referable  to  the  comitates  per mciofiee 
of  Torti.  Thofe  fevers,  ho^mver,  which  are 


aggravated  with  fliivering  feveral  times  in  the 
day,  more  properly  rank  with  the  fiymptomatic^  in- 
flammatory, hyfterical,  fcorbutic,  fuppuratory,  and 
ulcerous  Ipecies  of  fever,  or  with  the  acute  gaftric, 
or  putrid  and  malignant  fever  Jn  which  the  fenfible 
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and  irritable  parts  being  alFefted  and  vellicated  by 
the  acrid  humours,  or  by  the  malignant  and  pu- 
trid effluvia,  excite  thofe  fpafmodic  fliiverings*  It 
therefore  follows,  that  we  ought  to  confider  that 
fever  as  the  true  and  proper  hemitritSEUs,  which 
is  compofed  of  the  intermitting  tertian  and  conth 
nued  quotidian,  or  of  the  intermitting  quotidian 
and  continued  tertian. 

509.  That  fever  is  named  genuine^  or  exqui- 
fite  hemitritseus,  in  v/hich  the  ter- 

The  legitimate  or 

tian  and  quotidian  prevail  equally  j illegitimate  he- 

. . , P , ""  . mitritseus. 

It  IS  named  Ipurious  or  illegitimate, 
when  the  fymptoms  of  one  or  the  other  predomi- 
nate. Hence  the  illegitimate  fpecies  is  of  a 
double  kind,  according  either  as  the 
tertian  overcomes  the  quotidian,  or  double, 
the  quotidian  the  tertian,  in  feveri- 
ty.  If  the  tertian  prevail,  the  whole  fever  is  at- 
tended with  more  Ihivering,  and  has  fometimes 
rigor  fuperadded  to  it.  It  is  then  accompanied 
with  more  heat,  and  fome  bilious  matter  is  paffed 
either  by  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  or  fweat.  If,  how- 
ever, it  exceeds  the  tertian,  more  Intenfe  cold  af- 
fedts  the  extremities,  fewer  and  flighter  (hiverings 
occur,  the  pulfe  is  not  very  high,  the  paroxyfm 
increafes  more  flowly,  and  is  longer  of  reaching 
its  acme  ; nor  is  there  either  much  third:,  or  very 
great  heat.  Others  fay  that  the  genuine  hemitri- 
ixus  is  acute,  and  of  fhort  continuance  ; and  that 

S 4 
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the  fpurious  one  is  of  long  continuance,  and  flow 

in  its  progrefs.  The  former  is 
'^major  Called  by  Schenck  major ^ and  the 

latter  minor.  To  this  genus  of  fe- 
ver ought  to  be  referred  the  amphimerina  hemi-’ 
tritceus  of  Sau vages  (ipec.  7.),  as  alfo  his  amphi- 
merina pfeiidohemitrit^us  (fpec.  8.),  together  with 
the  tetartophya  femitertiana  (fpec.  5.),  as  being 
compound  fevers,  and  erroneoufly  claflTed  among 
the  amphimerince  and  tetartophyce, 

510.  If  any  one  be  difpofed,  along  with  Van 
Swieten  and  De  Haen,  to  apply  the  name  of  ft- 

mitertiana^  or  hemitritmis ^ to  that  fe- 

The  femitertiana  u • r j r 

of  Van  Swieten.  "'^cr  which  IS  compolcd  01  an  acute 

continent  fever,  as  the  fynochus 
fimplex,  or  putris,  and  the  intermitting  tertian 
combined*  together,  with  all  my  heart ; only  let 
him  allow,  that  this  femitertian  of  theirs  differs 
little  from  the  true  hemitritaeus  of  Galen.  For, 
in  the  genuine  hemitrit^us,  we  muft  attend  not 
only  to  the  uniformity  of  continuance  in  the  fe- 
ver, and  its  being  attended  with  fhiveriog,  but 
alfo  the  double  paroxyfm  on  the  odd  days,  and  a 
(ingle  one  during  thofc  that  intervene,  are  requi- 

fite.  The  diagnofis  readily  appears 
^prognoL.^"^  from  what  has  been  laid  down. 

With  refpeft  to  the  prognofis,  every 
femitertian  is  dangerous,  both  by  reafon  of  its 
continuance,  and  its  being  combined,  and  on  acr 
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count  of  particular  fymptoms  prefent,  or  from  its 
being  of  a malignant  nature,  or  on  account  of 
inflammation  of  internal  parts,  in  which  it  fre- 
quently terminates.  With  refpedl 
to  the  plan  of  treatment,  it  will  be 
proper  to  refer  to  what  has  already  been  fully 
delivered  concerning  the  cure  of  intermitting 
and  remitting  fevers. 


iiiE  PROPORTIONATA  COMPOSED  OF  THE  SY- 
NOCHUS  AND  INTERMITTING  FEVER. 

51 1.  When  treating  of  the  continued  quotU 
dians  ana  tertians,  we  more  than  once  remarked, 
that  ^frequently  fome  of  them,  although  at  firft 
continued,  in  their  progrefs  are  gradually  changed 
into  intermitting  fevers  ; and  that  this  fometimes 
happens  on  account  of  the  fever’s  being  of  the 
fpecies  called  compound,  or  proportionate,  that 
IS,  confiftmg  of  a continued  and  intermitting  fe- 
ver  combined.  For,  on  the  former  ceafing,  or 
being  refolved,  there  is  no  wonder  if  the  other 
lliould  go  through  its  paroxyfms  more  manlfeftly, 
and  lliew  itfelf  to  be  an  atTual  inter- 
mittiug  fever.  This  occurs  efpe- 
cially,  as  we  have  elftwhere  fliewn, 
ivhen  intermitting  fevers  prevail  epidemically,  pf 
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at  leaft  conftltute  the  prevailing  and  ftationary 
dlfeafe.  For  then  almoft  all  difeafes  bear  fome 
rel'emblance  to  Intermittents,  or  fporadic,  or  in- 
tercurrent fevers,  of  whatever  other  kind,  are  com- 
bined with  the  intermitting  fevers.  But  this  ne- 
ver happens  fo  frequently  as  in  the  vernal  and 
fummer  fevers,  or  in  the  premature  autumnal 
ones,  w'hich  come  on  in  the  month  of  July^;  as 
I myfelf  have  obferved  in  various  parts,  and  at 
different  feafons ; nor  can  I help  thinking,  that 
the  fame  thing  muft  have  fometimes  hannened  to 

O XX 

Others. 

* Van  Swieten  on  Eoerhaave,  § 727. 

512.  It  is  from  the  beginning  a continued  fe- 
ver, and  begins  with  flight  cold  or  fhivering  ; it 

is  then  aggravated,  and  proceeds 
with  almoft  the  fame  fymptoms  as 
thofe  attending  the  fimple  or  putrid  fynochiis, 
generally  after  the  manner  of  a continent  fever, 
unlefs  that  it  is  fomewhat  aggravated,  either  daily, 
or  every  fecond  day,  either  in  the  evening  or 
morning ; and  after  a few  hours  turning  milder, 
and  a gentle  fweat  coming  on,  it  returns  to  its 
lifual  degree,  which  is  fuch  as  charadferifes 
continent  fevers.  Frequently,  however,  during 
the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  it  exhibits 
no  fuch  marks  of  increafe  or  alleviation,  at  leaft 

f 

fufliciently  unequivocal,  nor  is  it  aggravated  with 
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any  cold  or  fliiverlng,  but  continues  violent  and 
conftant,  until,  after  from  four  to  feven  days 
have  been  paffed,  or,  at  moft,  eleven  or  four- 
teen, gradually  lofing  that  uniform  continuance, 
It  firft  remits  periodically,  and  laftiy  terminates  in 
intermitting  quotidian  or  tertian,  repeating  its  pa- 
roxyfms,  fometimes  with  cold  or  fliivering,  fome- 
times  intirely  without  them,  and  at  hated  pe- 
riods fweat,  or  urine  depofiting  a fediment,  or 
diarrhcsa,  or  all  of  thefe  evacuations  fuperve- 
rung,  it  is  at  length  gradually  refolvcd,  and  dif- 
appears. 

513.  It,  therefore,  feems  only-to  end  in  inter- 
mitting fevers,  when  the  fynochus, 
whether  ^ firnple  or  putrid,  with 
which  it  is  combined,  has  been  dif- 
cuffed  by  bleeding,  purging,  diet, 
red,  and  diluent  remedies.  But  when  neither 
cold  nor  iliiverlng  precede  nor  announce  the  pa- 
roxyfms,  it  happens  at  leaft  that  the  patient,  as 
the  paroxyfms  is  about  to  take  place,  feels  very 
urgent  thirft,  complains  of  lieaviiiefs  about  the 
epigaftric  region,  and  bread,  is  oppreffed  with 
anxiety,  is  affefted  with  a dull  pain  about  the 
back  and  joints,  becomes  fick,  and  vomits,  is 
refill efs,  and  cannot  enjoy  fleep  : but,  as  the 
fever  is  approaching  to  its  acme,  and  thefe 
fymptoms  foraewhat  remitting,  violent  headach 
fucceeds,  burning  heat,  fluffed  face,  and  fome- 
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times  delinum,  which,  however,  as  I have  al- 
ready obferved,  when  the  fever  has  taken  a turn, 
difappear ; the  ikin  becomes  relaxed  and  foft, 
fweat  breaks  out,  thick,  dark-coloured  urine  is 
paffed,  the  fenfes  return,  and  reft  or  fome  fleep 
fteals  on  the  patient. 

A. 

514.  The  attentive  confideration  of  thefe 
things,  the  known  phenomena  of 

How  it  differs  ° , . . . ^ 

from  the  lubcon-  the  fynochi  and  intermitting  fevers, 

tinijss,  the  labin-  % r r 

trantes,  and  he-  the  prevauing  epidemy,  the  leafon, 

tritaei.  ^ ^ ^ 

and  other  iucn  circumitances  ire- 
quently  explained  elfewhere,  eafily  lead  to  the 
diagnoiis.  It  i^  diftinguiftied  from  the  fubccntU 
mia  of  Torti,  by  its  not  at  all  intermitting  from 
the  beginning,  and  not  pafting  from  the  inter- 
mitting to  the  continued  form  ; from  the  fubln- 
irans^  again,  becaufe  its  continuance,  at  leaft  du- 
ring the  firft  days  of  the  corhplaint,  is  more  uni- 
form : nor  is  it  aggravated  with  any  cold,  or 
fhiverlng,  which  are  ufually  prefent  In  the  fub- 
intrantes.  For  nearly  the  fame  reafons,  it  differs 
alfo  from  the  genuine  femitertiana.  It  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  no  danger,  if  properly  treated; 
but  when  negledted,  or  improperly  managed,  it 
degenerates  Into  an  inflammatory  fever  of  fome 
vifeus,  into  an  ardent,  mallgnan|:,  and  pernicious 
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CURE. 

515.  At  firfl  bieeding  ought  to  be  employed^ 
and  may  even  be  repeated,  accord- 
ing  to  the  degree  of  its  violence,  and 
the  fe verity  of  the  fymptoms  ; and 
all  thefe  remedies  ought  to  be  adminiftered,  which 
we  have  already  iliewn  to  be  of  fervice  in  fimple 
and  putrid  and  fynochus.  If  fymptoms  of  a bi- 
lious or  gaftric  colluvies  betray  themfelves,  it 
muft  be  expelled, — -fo  foon  as  the  violence  of  the 
fever  has  in  fome  meafure  fubfided,— by  means 
of  a cathartic  and  refrigerant  remedy.  Some- 
times^ alfo,  there  may  be  room  for  an  emetic, 
efpecially  when  a bilious  colluvies  is  prefent  in 
the  primes  vlee^  or  when  the  time  of  the  year, 
and  climate,  or  remote  caufes  require  it.  When 
it  has  arrived  at  the  intermiffion,  what  ought 
then  to  be  done,  it  is  unneceffary  here  to  obferve, 
fmee  we  have  already  treated  at  length  of  the 
cure  of  intermitting  fevers,  both  in  general  and 
particular.  The  highell  benefit  will  be  derived 
from  the  Peruvian  bark,  which,  alfo,  when  the 
fever  has  not  yet  become  a true  intermittent,  but 
only  a remittent,  refembling  the  fpccies  named 
fublntrans^  cominunicans^  or  coalterna^  although 
it  be  aggravated  without  cold  or  fhivering,  v/ill 
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mofi:  affuredly  overcome  it,  provided  it  has  ac- 
quired the  other  marks  and  peculiarities  of  inter- 
milting  fevers. 

516.  It  fometimes  happens  that  this  fever  is 
prolonged  ^for  a length  of  time  viithout  attaining 
, an  intermiffion,  or  renews  its  conti- 

When  it  does  not  'x.-»  • i i 

intermit.  nuancc  With  irregular  and  anoma- 
lous paroxyfms,  fo  that  it  cannot 
come  under  the  head  of  any  type.  Pringle  ^ 
and  Buchafi  J,  in  that  cafe,  do  not  defpair  of 

rendering  It  regular,  and  of  bring- 

"^'hich  nature  of  a 

iTianifeft  intermittent,  if  bleeding 
and  purging  have  not  already  ef- 
fedled  It,  by  giving  feveral  times  a-day  neutra! 
falls,  or  adminiftering  an  emetic  and  repeating  it. 
With  this  view  he  twice  a-day  adminiftered  Ri- 
veriiis’s  mixture,  containing  a fcruple  of  the  fait 
of  abfmthium,  half  an  ounce  of  lemon-juice,  and 
half  a drachm  of  white  fugar  ; or,  inftead  of  it, 
every  fourth  or  fixth  hour  he  recommends  four 
fpoonfuls  of  a fimilar  mixture,  made  as  follows  : 
“ 111:  Sal.  abfmth.  drach.  imam.  Sol.  in  aq.  font, 
unciis  deccm  ; et  in  hill.  fpir.  vitriol,  quant,  fufi. 
ad  faturat.  deinde  add.  aq.  cinn.  fpirltuof.  fefqui 
unclam,  fyrup.  cortlc.  aurant.  unciam.’’  And  if, 
as  the  poroxyfm  remits,  the  fvveat  ceafes,  or  flows 
more  fparingly  than  is  necelTary,  he  attempts  to 
promote  it  by  an  ounce  of  fp.  Mindereri,  divided 
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Into  two  or  three  parts,  and  added  to  the  drink. 
Buchan,  however,  excites  vomiting  by  fifteen  or 
twenty  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  or  by  tartar  eme- 
tic diluted  in  a great  quantity  of  water,  and  given 
in  fmall  draughts,  until  it  produces  the  defired 
effefl:. 

^ Difeafes  of  the  army. 

f Bomefiic  Medicine,  t.  2.  c,  xi. 

5 1 7.  The  remitting  fevers,  which  Morton- 
mentions  as  having  yielded  to  the 

bark  ieem  to  have  neen  or  this  ^ome  uader  this 
flamp ; as  vrell  as  the  malignant 
and  pernicious  ones,  of  wdiich  Lapins  has  made 
mention  as  being  peculiar  to  the  vicinity  of 
Romef , and  admitting  of  being  cured  by  the  fame 
remedy.  Nor  fhoiild  I confider  as  being  very 
different  from  them,  the  bilioiis  or  remitting  fever 
of  Pringle,  of  w^hich  he  has  given  a moft  faithful 
defciiptlon  J ; as  well  as  that  other  named  by 
Euchan  ||  remitting^  a fever  of  various  nature,^ 
fometimes  regular,  fometimes  irregular,  frequent- 
ly refembling  the  bilious^  nervous^  or  putrid  fe- 
ver, and  eafily  paffmg  into  inflammatory  or  ma-- 
lignant  fever,  unlefs  the  author,  under  this  name, 
has  heaped  together  various  kinds  of  fevers,  as  I 
fufpect  he  has  done.  Were  it  at  all  neceflary,  I 
might  mention  ieveral  other  fevers  which  come 
under  this  head,  but  the  inftances  already  quoted 
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feem  fufEcient.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  now 
high  time  to  pafs  them  over,  and  clofe  our  ac- 
count \vith  the  general  treatment  of  not  only  the 
compound,  but  of  other  fevers  alfo.  It  is  to  be 
wifhed,  however,  that  the  pains  and  labour  which 
I have  fpent  in  colleding,  examining,  and  di- 


may be  attended  with  equal  advantage  to  my 
pupils.  Be  that  as  it  may,  fome  credit  at  leaft 
will  be  due  to  the  attempt  and  the  intention 
of  the  author.  In  the  following  volume,  I fhall 
fpeak  of  the  exanthematic  febrile  difeafes,  which 
come  next  in  order 


* Defehr,  e>iercit,  2-  f Ragionamento  contra  la  vol^i 

opinion,  di  non  poter  veniraRoma  nella  Jiate^  p.  13.  45.  47.  Rom. 
1749,  f L*  c.  11  L*  c. 

5 Here  ends  the  firfl  of  the  four  oHavo  volumes  of  the  ori- 
ginal work.  But  the  author’s  divihon  being  intirely  arbitrary, 
and  in  no  meafure  affeding  its  utility,  it  has  been  found 
ntore  convenient  to  throw  the  tranflatioa  into  five  volumes. 

T. 
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APPEND  IX 


TO  THE 

REMITTING  FEVERS  WHICH  OBSERVE  SOMETIMES  THE 
QUOTIDIAN,  SOMETIMES  THE  TERTIAN  TYPE 


THE  PRIMARY,  OR  ESSENTIAL,  COLLIQUATIVE 

FEVER. 

518.  If  ever  the  body  is  extenuated  by  excef* 
five  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  or 

• r .lJTi,  j*  Wh^.t  is  meant  by 

by  the  urine  or  iweat  diicharged  in  coiiiquation  and 
too  great  quantity,  it  is  then  faid  to 
be  in  a ft  ate  of  coiiiquation^  and  the 
fever,  if  there  be  any,  which  accompanies  the  ex- 
hauftion  of  the  body,  is  named  colliquative^  or 
colUqua7is,  • But  the  body  colliquefces  in  fuch  a 
way,  that  the  blood  and  other  fluids  being  too 
much  dilTolved,  and  almoft  corrupted,  flow 
out  in  various  parts  under  the  form  of  evacua- 
tions. This  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  feme  heterogeneous,  acrid, 

1 • 11  1“  c * • * 1 Ib  ho nv  rnsnv 

meltings  alkaline^  leptic  principle,  ^^ays  the  body 
Blit  that  kind  of  coiiiquation  does 
not  always  proceed  from  fiich  a 
caufe.  For  it  is  . fometimes  enough,  that  the 
VoL.  II.  T 
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fluids  are  fo  clianged  by  fpontaneoiis  degenera- 
tion, as  to  lofe  their  natural  crafis  and  power  of 
cohefion,  become  thin,  and  putrefy,  in  coiife- 
quence  of  the  mixture  of  their  elements  being 
deranged  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  folids, 
efpecially  the  fccretory  and  excretory  organs,  are 
relaxed,  ftretched,  and  become  fo  unnaturally 
patulous,  that  their  contents  are  allowed  to  pafs 
off  in  all  dired;ions. 

* § 43<^- 


519.  There  is  generally  a ftrong  dlfpofition  to  1 
colliquation  in  flow  and  chronic  difeafes,  efpe-- 

cially  in  fuch  as  fucceed  to  phthifis ; 


able  to  this  col-  and  waftiug  of  the  body.  Some-- 

• 1*1  * c i*r*r*i 

timeSj  likewiie,  acute  diicales  nave ; 


fuch  a tendency,  efpecially  malignanq  ardent,, 
or  putrid  ones,  as  we  have  already  frequently  ob-- 
ferved.  But  we  have  remarked,  in  particular,, 
that  fuch  a colliquation  is  often  difcovered  in  the ; 
acute  gajlric  fever ^ fometimes  in  iht  bilious  tri-' 
l^Gphyce^  or  continued  tertiaris  f , and  much  more . 
irequently  in  the  caufi^  bpth  continent  ."j;  and  pe-  ■ 


riodical 


W e learn  that  it  has  already  taken 
place,  by  the  fupervening,  on  the  fourth  day, 

of  crude,  thin,  pure,  frothy,  fetid,  fat-- 
ty,  and  bilious  ffools,  which  neither 
afford  any  relief,  nor  prove  critical : but,  about 
the  feventh  day,  by  copious  urine,  in  which 


Its  fyraptoiTis. 
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melted  fat  floats,  and,  laftly,  hy  fudden  wafting 

of  the  whole  body.”  But  as  thefe  kinds  of  col- 

liquation  either  fiipervene  on  fevers, 

or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  in  fome 

meafure  proceed  from  them,  they 

ought  to  be  confidered  as  being  intirely  fecon- 

Gary  with  refpedt  to  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  as 

a fymptom  of  it,  or  the  fymptom  of  a fymptom, 

and  not  requiring  any  particular  treatment, 

* § 436.  f § 421.  t § 262.  II  5 422. 


520,  But  befides  the  colUquations  and  colliqua- 
tive fevers  juft  mentioned,  there  are 

. r • rr  ’ 1 Primary  colliqua- 

alfo  primary,  or  eiiential  ones,  tive  fevers, 
w^hich  neither  arife  from  other  dif- 
eafes,  nor  from  any  degenerated  fever.  Such 
occur  in  practice  at  the  very  firft,  although  they 
be  not  eafily  diftinguifhed,  and  are  commonly 
confounded  by  many  with  the  fecondary  or  kin- 


dred fevers.  Thefe  have  been  ob- 

They  are  often 

ferved  both  by  the  moderns  and  an-  confounded  with 

c ' the  gaftiic  fever. 

cients,  and  the  name  or  colliquative 
fevers  has  been  given  them,  as  may  be  found  in 
the  works  of  Quefnay  *,  Raym.  Fortis  f,  Ettmul- 
ler  f , and  others.  1 have  feveral  times  treated  a 
fpecics  of  colliquative  fever^  which  really  belongs 
to  this  genus  f , attended  in  particular  wnth  a 
diarrlioca,  the  caufe  f ' j ^ 


to 


LJ  '-W 


eaftric  fever,  which,  m like  iiiarr 
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ner,  is  generally  conjoined  witli  loofeiiefsj  and 

the  rather  that  the  fever  itfelf,  like 

In  xvhat  refpeQ:  n • • r 

it  'liffersl  gaitric  OHCs,  IS  a remitting  le- 

ver, ibmetimes  obferving  the  quo- 
tidian, fometiines  the  tertian  type.  But  it  dif- 
fers from  the  gaflric  fever,  becaufc  it  does  not 
fhcw  fymptoms  of  indigeftion ; becaufe  the 
tongue  is  not  foul  ; becaufe  there  is  not  a bitter 
tafte  in  the  mouth  ; and  becaufe  the  patient  is 
not  fo  much  diftreffed  with  naiifea  or  v^omiting 
as  in  the  gaftric  fever,  in  which  the  febrile  femes 
is  lodged  in  the  prlma  vice^  and  does  not  enter 
into  the  blood,  unlefs  indirecfcly ; while,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  colliquative  fever  it  primarily 
refides  in  the  blood  and  other  fluids,  and  is  not 
carried  to  the  prim^  vic^^  or  inteftines,  but  in  a 
fecondary  manner.  For  each  of  them,  as  appears, 
proceeds  from  a colliquative  and  corrupting 
caufe,  but  fituate  in  a different  part,  and  adting 
in  a different  manner. 


The  Fehris  cclliquativa  putrefaciens  of  Q^efnay,  Des  fievr, 
t.  2.  p.  391. 

f The  Febris  colliquativa  of  Raym.  Fortis,  T)e  febrih.  and  of 
Ettmuller,  oper,  t.  2.  P.  i.  p.  337.  The  Febris  tropica  of  the 
ancients,  Quefnay,  1.  c. 

:j:  in  the  firft  edition  of  this  book,  I purpofely  omitted  men- 
tioning the  colliquative  fever,  although  in  my  academical 
courfe  I had  been  accuftorned  to  explain  it.  For  I was  afraid 
it  mipht  appear  fiiperduous,  after  having,  in  fcveral  parts,  aj- 
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teady  in  fome  meafure  difcuffed  colliquation  of  the  fluids  and 
colliquative  fevers,  and  having  obferved,  when  treating  of 
gaftric  fever,  that  every  loofeiiefs,  which  attends  it,  does 
not  depend  on  the  gaftric  colluvies,  but  fometimes  on  a con- 
flux of  bad  humours  from  the  whole  body  to  the  inteftines 
(374.).  But,  on  weighing  the  matter  more  maturely,  I 
thought  it  advifable,  in  this  edition,  to  fet  apart  an  exprefs 
chapter  upon  it,  that  no  afliftance  to  be  derived  from  careful 
attention  to  difeafes  might  be  wanting  to  the  ftudent. 


521.  Morever,  the  gaftric  and  colliquative  fe- 
ter not  only  differ  in  the  feat  of  the 

- , , „ They  differ  not 

morbid  caufcj  but  alfo  in  its  effedls,  only  in  fnuation, 

, , , , ^ but  in  effedls. 

and  in  the  metiiod  oi  cure,  for, 
although  in  both  of  them  thin  ftools  are  prefent^ 
and  cannot  be  fuppreffed  without  injury,  there 
is  this  diftindlion  between  them,  that  the  gaftric 
fever  both  requires  and  bears  purging,  in  confer 
quence  of  which  it  is  rendered  milder,  and  a cri» 
fis  fhordy  occurs  ; while,  in  the  colliquative  fever, 
cathartics,  "unlefs  they  be  very  gentle,  and  em- 
ployed with  the  utmoft  caution,  prove  extremely 
injurious,  neither  leffening  the  difeafe,  nor  ren- 
dering it  of  fhorter  continuance,  nay,  by  indu- 
cing all  exceffive  diarrhoea,  even  exhauft  the 
ftrength.  In  the  former,  the  fordes,  fiagnating 
and  putrefying  in  the  inteftines,  occafion  the 
complaint,  and,  therefore,  may  be  fafely  and  ad- 
vautageoufly  drav^n  off  by  purgiiig  ; and,  in  this 
VvTiy,  the  fever  itfeif  muft  neceffarily  be  dimi- 

T 3 
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nlflied.  In  the  latter,  again,  whatever  part  of 
the  blood  and  other  fluids  is  rendered  putrid  and 
becomes  colliqiiated,  gradually  paffes  in  a great 
meafure  into  the  bowels,  and  ought  to  be  expel- 
led as  noxious  and  vitiated  ; but  that  does  not 
caufe  any  diminution  or  amelioration  of  the  colli- 
quating  and  corrupting  caufe  exifting  in  the 
veins,  and  occauoning  the  fever  ; nor  does  it  de- 
traft  any  thing  from  its  feverity  and  duration, 
until  the  colliquatioii  is  finifhed,  vrliieh  happens 
gradually,  and  not  for  a long  time.'  But,  when 
fo  great  a tendency  to  colliquefcence  and  putre- 
fadfion  exifts  in  the  fluids,  were  cathartics  to  be 
improperly  adminiftered,  they  wmuld  fo  increafe 
the  diffolution,  and  caufe  fo  immoderate  a dif- 
charge  by  ftool,  that  the  evacutions  arifing  from 
thence  could  fcarcely  be  fuppreffed. 

522,  Having  pointed  out  the  diflhrence  be- 
tween each  fever,  it  remains  for  me  to  defcribe 

the  colliquative  fever  by  the  marks 

The  appearance  , 

the  colliquative  It  generally  puts  on.  I have  al- 

fever  puts  on.  , ^ . , , . . . , ^ 

ready  laid,  tlia  it  is  a continued  fe- 
ver, obferving  the  order  of  the  continued  quo- 
tidian, or  tertian.  To  w^hich  I may  now  add, 
that  fornetimes,  though  rarely,  it  afiumes  the 
fymptoms  of  an  ardent  fever,  and  is  long  pro- 
tradled,  in  confequence  of  wdiich  it  was  named 
by  the  ancients  tropica^  and  by  which  it  is  chiefly 
diftinguiflied  from  the  gaftric  fever,  as  it  is 
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Tlie  puTe  and 
loofcnefs. 


t^fually  of  fliorter  duration.  At  firfl:  the  coHh 
quative  fever  is  in  general  not  very  acute,  nor  vio^ 
lent,  and,  when  the  difeafe  is  fimpie,  pure,  and 
benign,  in  its  progrefs  it  becomes  milder  and 
more  tolerable.  The  pulfc  is  geiie-^ 
rally  foft,  frequent,  and  weak.  The 
fever  is  for  the  moft  part  attended 
with  a diarrhoea,  confiiling  of  matter  which  is 
thin,  fetid,  crude,  not  much  varied,  fatty,  fre- 
quently refembling  diffblved  foap,  depofiting  cer- 
tain fmail,  whitlfii,  concrete  fubilances,  like  fuet, 
or  very  thick  gravelly  matter,  but  unattended,  as 
I have  already  obferved,  with  fymptoms  of 
manifeft  inditreftion.  Befides  the 

T,.  ^ , The  fweat. 

diarrhoea,  which  has  always  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  moft  ufual  evacuation  In 
this  fever,  there  are  generally  prefent  conflant, 
vifeid,  greafy,  fetid  fvreats,  and  other  marks  of 
diffblution.  At  leaft  an  oily  and  fetid  capon r 
proceeds  from  the  body.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  frequency  and  degree 
of  the  evacuations  Is  the  ftrength  more  and  more' 
exhaufted.  A¥ith  regard  to  the 
urine,  at  firft  it  is  neither  very 
thick,  nor  turbid  ; but  it  generally  contains  a 
cloud  ; or  a thin,  divided  enseore- 
ma  is  fufpended  in  it ; or  It  is  co- 
vered on  the  furface  with  a fatty  pellicle.  It 
then  becomes  by  degrees  thicker,  and  of  a duiky 

Tq 


An  oily  vapour. 


The  ftrength. 


Urine. 
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red  colour,  depofitmg  a fimilar  fediment,  that 
fcarcely  coheres,  and  is  unequal,  becoming  at 
length  like  bran  or  flour,  or  changing  into  a mu- 
cous, vlfcid  fediment,  of  various  colours.  Fre- 
quently it  does  not  all  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the 
pot,  but  partly  adheres  to  its  fides,  and  is  partly 
mingled  with  the  urine  itfelf,  obfcuring  or  taking 
away  Its  pellucidity.  W hen  firft,  however,  the 
urine  is  pafled,  it  is  generally  clear  and  limpid  ; 
but  fhortly  afterwards,  on  cooling,  it  becomes 
turbid  throughout,  becaufe  the  cold  coagulates 
and  condenfes  the  fluids  which  were  difpofed  to 
unite  together.  Shortly  afterwards  it  again  be- 
comes clear,  thin,  and  crude,  and  again  turbid 
and  thick ; thus  undergoing  various  changes 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  Some- 
times nothing  of  that  kind  happens.  So  great  oc- 
cafionally  is  the  attenuation  and  diffolution  of 
the  fluids,  that  nothing  is  imparted  to  the  urine' 
which  can  again  become  fluggifli,  or  thicken  on 
the  approach  of  cold. 

523.  But  the  infpeftion  of  the  urine  in  this 
cafe  Is  of  fiich  confequence,  that  nothing  with 

more  certainty  indicates  the  prefence 

The  urine  affords  ^ 
the  fureft  lign  of 

of  colliquatioii.  , ...  , 

drawn  to  a termination.  ror  it 
never  appears  natural  unlefs  the  colliqiiation  has 
intirely  ceafed  ; fo  that  the  frequent  changes  of 
the  urine  afford  tlie  clearefc  proof  that  the  difeafe 


colliqiiation,  or  fliews  that  it  has 
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has  not  wholly  ceafed,  although  the  diarrha:a 
and  Aveat  have  altogether  flopped,  and  the  fever 
appear  to  have  completely  difappeared.  For 
fometimes,  efpecially  when  the  dif- 
eafe  has  proceeded  a confideraWe 
length,  the  fever  ceafes,  although 
the  colliqiiation  and  corruption  of 
the  fluids, have  not  yet  altogether  terminated.  In 
that  cafe,  fmce  the  fever  is  abfent,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  requires  attention,  frequently  food,  to  con- 
fiderable  extent,  is  allowed  fooner  than  is  pro- 
per ; but  the  impropriety  of  fiich  a proceeding  is 
evident,  from  the  fever  being  iinniediately  revi- 
ved by  it.  We  muf!;,  therefore,  wait  for  a re- 
turn of  the  natural  condition  of  the 

• j r ^ .-r  11  How  that  is 

urme  and  heces,  beiore  v/e  conciude  known, 
for  certain  that  a termination  of  the 
colliquation  has  actually  taken  place.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  any  unnatural  appearance  is  ftill 
obfervable  in  them,  if  the  excrements  pafs  off  too 
thill  or  foft,  if  the  urine  is  in  fome  degree  turbid, 
and  emit  a fetid  fmell ; there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  colliquation  is  ftill  going  on. 

524.  I have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  of  long 
ftanding.  For  it  is  often  extended 
to  thirty,  or  forty,  nay,  to  fixty  aiieafe. 
days,  and  frequently  beyond  that 
period,  fo  that  it  more  frequently  belongs  to  the 
difeafes  named  acuti  ex  decidentia^  than  to  the 
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fi rnply  acute  ones.  Some  have  feen  it  prolonged 
for  feveral  months.  But  it  then  mufl:  have  be- 
lonfmd  to  the  irenus  of  chronic  and  how  fevers.^ 

O iJ 

Q^efnay  records,  that  he  faw  it  of  fuch  duration 
and  obftioacy^  as  not  to  leave  the  patient  for  fi  x 
months  ; whom,  after  being  reduced  to  the  laft 
degree  of  emaciation,  lie  at  length  reftored  to 

health  by  the  ufe  of  afs»milk.  Nor 


continued  fbvers  only,  but  inter- 


jtVermit.  ones 
are  adduced. 


mitting  ones  alfo,  exhibit  the  ef- 
fedls  of  colliquative  fevers,  and 
even  fometimes  are  adtually  fuch.  In  fome  in- 
termitting fevers,  efpecially  pernicicus  ones,  it 
not  unfrequently  happens,  that  the  patients, 
within  a flioit  time,  are  reduced  to  the  laft  de- 
gree of  debility.  That  cannot  happen  but  in 
confeqiience  of  the  fat  of  the  whole  body  being 
diffolved  by  the  violence  of  the  febrile  ferment, 
Oneifiav  likewife  makes  mention  of  a colliquative 


intermitting  tertian,  which  lafted  for  three 


‘months.  In  this  fever  the  colliquation  feems  to 
have  been  milder  than  I obferved  it  to  be  In  the 
pernicious  ones,  in  which  the  patients,  after  a 
few  paroxyfms,  were  fo  much  extenuated,  that 
on  recovering  from  the  fever,  by  means  of  the 
bark,  they  had  more  of  the  appearance  of  fkele- 
tons  than  of  men. 

525.  Hitherto  I have  been  deferibing  the  be- 
nign colliquative  fever,  or  that  unattended  w-ith 
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affe£lions  and  fpafms  of  the  nerves  ; by  wliicli 
circumftance  Quefnay  fuppofes  it  is 
to  be  diftlngiiifhed  Ifom  the  malig- 
nant  fpecies.  For  he  fuppofes  that  dcicn- 

one  to  be  malignant  which  affe£ls 
the  head  and  nerves ; injures  particularly  the  ani- 
mal fundiions  ; induces  fpaims,  and, 

• r c r r Concernin?  the 

m coniequence  ot  them,  cauies  la-  malignant  one. 
tal  gangrenes  or  fpliacelus  ; or  depo- 
fiting  a vitiated  fluid  fomewhere,  fiiddenly  de- 
prives the  parts  on  which  it  falls  of  fenfe  and 
life.  Nor  is  fubfultus  tendinum  wanting  in  this 
fpecies,  convulfive  motions  of  the  limbs,  irregu- 
lar and  Inordinate  pulfations  of  the  arteries,  and 
fpafmodic  pains  of  the  head  and  breaft,  fucceeded 
at  laft  by  death.  But  according  to  the  different 
degrees  of  colliquative  acrimony,  and  of  the  col- 
liquation  itfelf,  the  effedts  are  faid  to  be  more  or 
lefs  various,  fo  that  not  only  tlie  fluids,  but  alfo 
the  follds  tlieinfelves,  are  diiTolved. 

But  m each  fpecies  ot  this  tever,  fame, 

namely,  the  benign  and  malignant 

one,  there  feems  to  be  but  one 

caufe,  only  difierent  in  degree  and  badnefs. 

Quefnay,  lately  quoted,  who  has  devoted  an  ex- 

prefs  chapter  to  the  difcuffion  of  it, 

fuppofes  that  fome  one  of  the  fluids 

becomes  putrid  and  diffolved,  which 

gradually  diflfufes  itfelf  like  a ferment,  and  fuccef- 
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fively  paffing  from  one  to  another,  according  aS; 
it  finds  them  dlfpofed  to  putrefadlion,  contami- 
nates, corrupts,  and  diffolves  them,  until  the  ac- 
ceffion  oi  frefh  and  acefcent  fluids  puts  an  end  to 
the  coUiqiiation  ; although  it  is  net  eafy  to  com-- 
prehend  how  any  fluid  can  become  putrid  and! 
diflolved,  without  the  remaining  ones  being  af-- 

fedled.  It  is  probably  nearer  th 


W . 


A more  probable  ^ . r r 1 ' 1 1 1 i 

conjeaure.  tiTith  to  loppoie,  that  the  blood,  not. 


e' 


in  its  full  extent,  but  only  in  fom 
part  of  It,  is  vitiated,  corrupted,  and  diflolved,  and! 
that  this  takes  place  flowly  and  fuccelfively,  until! 
every  fluid  has  undergone  the  fame  change,  is  gra- 
dually excerned,  and,  after  the  addition  of  new’" 
fluid  or  chyle,  reftored  to  its  ufual  condition.  But: 

if  any  fluid  feems  deferving  of  being; 
^ blamed  more  than  another,  it  VNrould ! 

appear  that  none  can  be  accufedwith; 
more  jiifllce  than  the  oily,  or  inflammable  one,  to  i 
which  the  name  of  adeps^  or  fat,  is  given.  For 
it,  in  confeqiieoce  of  ftagnation,  or  fpontaneous  i 
degeneration,  or  any  other  caufe  fupervening 
may  become  depraved,  rancid,  gradually  cor- 
rupted and  diffolved,  and  may  render  the  other 
fluids  fo  vitiated,  as  not  only  to  excite  fever,  but 
to  increafe  each  of  the  evacuations,  efpecially 
the  quantity  of  bile  in  the  liver  and  gall-bladder,' 
and  evacuate  the  whole  body,  not  ceafing  to  in- 
jure the  animal  economy,  until  the  w^hcle  of  it 


i I 
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has  been  excerned  ; as  the  extreme  debilitv^ 
quickly  fucccedlng,  the  fetid  and  fatty  ftools,  the 
oily  urine,  and  oily  thick  fweats,  with  which  the 
fever  is  attended,  feem  fufliciently  to  demon- 
ftrate. 


CUR  E. 


526.  In  the  cure  of  the  benign  colliquative 
fever  (c2C.)  two  thino^s  in  particu- 

, r 11  indications 

lar  muft  be  obferved,  namely,  to  ex-  in  the  benign 

ipecies. 

pel  from  tlie  fyftem  whatever  is  cor- 
rupted daily,  and  becomes  hoftile  to  the  natural 
condition  of  the  body,  left  by  being  retained  it 
increafe  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  and  the  diffolii- 
tion ; and  to  correct  the  acrimony  of  the  cor- 
rupting and  colliquating  fomes.  The  firft  indica- 
tion is  anfwered  chiefty  by  thofe  things  which 
quickly  and  gently  draw  off  the  depraved  hu- 
mours that  are  carried  to  the  inteftines  ; fuch  as 
a decodion  of  tamarinds  in  whey, 
or  fome  other  very  flight  cathartic, 
taken  in  good  time,  and  drunk  daily, 
but,  above  all,  frequent  and  mild  clyfters  ; and 
the  other  indication  is  fulfilled  by  diluents,  acef- 
cent,  acid,  and  auftere  remedies,  by  thofe  contain- 
ing flour  in  their  compofition,  and  which  blunt  a- 
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crimony.  Sometimes  one,  fometimes  another  re- 
medy ought  to  be  prudently  employed,  until  the 
whole  taint  of  the  blood  has  been  cleared  away. 
For,  as  Gorier  has  very  juftly  obfcrved,  “ The 
corrupted  hiiids  can  neither  be  corredled,  nor  be 
all  expelled  at  the  fame  time ; and  when  retained 
they  degenerate  into  a worfe  kind  of  corruption. 
On  which  account  a moderate  evacuation  muft 
be  made  by  fome  convenient  palTage,  w^hile  we 
prevent  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  complaint  by 
means  of  antifeptics.”  But  there  is  no  occafion 
for  now  explaining  at  length  what  fubftances 
poffefs  this  power,  and  may  be  conveniently  em- 
ployed in  this  cafe,  fince  wq  have  already  faid  e- 
nough  on  that  fubjedt  elfewhere. 

527.  But  In  the  malignant  fpecies,  when  the 
colliquation  exerts  its  violence  not  only  on  the 

fluids,  but  alfo  on  the  folids,  the 
danger  is  more  imminent,  nay, 
certain  death  threatens.  According, 
however,  to  the  various  degrees  of 
Injury  wdiich  the  folids  fiiflain,  various  degrees  of 
violence  in  the  difeafe  and  danger  lucceed,  in  fo 
much  that  focie  have  fuppofed  it  capable  of  affu- 
rning  fiich  acceffory  phenomena,  as  to  refemble 
not  only  malignant  fever,  but  even  the  peftilenr 
tia!  foecies,  and  that  of  the  rnoft  violent  kiiub 


Why  greater  dan- 
ger attends  the 
malignant  ipe- 
cies. 
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With  refpedl  to  tlie  cure,  it  is  eiTected  chiefly  by 
the  remedies  recommended  in  treat- 
ing the  benign  fpecies,  with  this  ’ 

only  difierence,  that  there  is  more 
occaiion  for  antifeptic  acids,  and  the  belly 
ought  to  be  evacuated  with  more  caution.  For 
there  is  greater  danger  of  exciting  violent  eva- 
cuations on  the  flighteft  occaflon,  and  of  extin- 
guifliing  the  vital  povx^er.  W e prevent  difteti- 

fioiis  and  ij)afms  of  the  nerves  by 
thofe  means  which  poflbfs  both  an 
anodyne  and  fubacid  power  ; for  in- 
Itance,  the  volatile  fait  of  amber,  and  its  fpirit ; 
Homberg’s  fedative  fait ; fait  of  hartfliorn  and 
vinegar  ; Hoffman’s  mineral  anodyne  ; the  fucci- 
nated  licjiior  of  hartfhorn,  with  the  acid  predo- 
minating ; and  fo  lorth.  But  if  the  Ipafms  im- 
pede the  vital  adions,  and  exhauft 
tlie  patient,  ii  is  neceiiary  to  and  to  to  be  added  to 
tne  anodynes  and  antifpafmodics  anodyn... 
already  enumerated,  opiates,  as  laudanum,  the- 
riaca,  diafcoraium,  mithridatium,  and  the  like. 
Nor  Will  camphor  then  be  improper,  particularly 
dilTolved  in  vinegar.  In  the  mean 
time  we  muft  not  omit  bland  injec-  '‘'’'frnued. 
tions,  to  gently  draw  off  the  feces. 

It  may  be  doubted  v/hether  it  would  be  proper 
|o  employ  blifters,  left  they  might  tend  to  in- 
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Epifp'jflics  f'^fer. 


Other  antifeptics. 


creafe  the  diflolutlon  of  the  fluids.  But  as  they 

may  drav/  the  deleterious  power  of 

Utility  of  blift  ers  IT  r r r i 

doubted.  tile  dneaie  to  the  lurrace,  they 
ought  not  to  be  wholly  omitted  ; 
efpecially  when  both  the  vital  power  is  languid, 
ftopor  and.  coma  opprefs  the  patient,  and  the 

firength  is  intirely  exhaufted.  In 
a doubtful  cafe,  epifpaftics,  without 
cantharides,  wdll  be  fafer.  To  the  antifeptics  al- 
ready recommended  are  to  be  added, 
decodlion  of  bark,  acidulated  with 
fpirit  of  vitriol,  and  a faturated  infufion  of  arnica, 
to  which  much  efficacy  is  afcribed  by  Collins, 

Stoll,  and  other  phyficians  of  Vienna. 
Bieedin^g,  wnen  general  bleeding  is  not  allowable, 

as  appears  ; and,  if  it  is  ever  admif- 
fible,  it  miifl:  be  at  the  very  beginning,  when  the 
exceflive  violence  and  heat  of  the  fever  may  not 

increafe  the  acrimony.  The  food 
Ihould  confift  of  rice,  oaten,  or 
barley  broth,  and  the  gruel  of  thefe,  veal  jelly, 
prepared  with  citron  acid,  emulfions  of  the 
feeds  of  melons,  and  fweat  almonds,  oranges, 
acid  fruits,  prunes,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  boiled 

pears,  and  the  like.  For  the  drink 
may  be  given  cold  water,  and,  when 
exceflive  colliquatioii  of  the'  fluids,  and  laxity  and 

g 


The  diet. 


Diln 


atony  cx  tii 


4^ 


folids,  are  prefent,  it  may  be  given 
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even  ice-cold.  The  air  of  the  bed-chamber  fliould 

be  frequently  renew^ed,  and  incline 

to  cold ; care  being  taken,  however^ 

that  the  premature  checking  of  the  evacuations 

do  not  caufe  a fatal  metaftafis  to  the  internal  parts. 


Although  this  tnay  not  Jeem  to  be  the  py'opev  place  in^eviing 
Cl  Prejace^  as  the  Author  prejixed  to  his  Jecond  Polutne  the  jvlloiu^ 
ing  ohfervations  concerning  with  the  exanthematic  febrile  difeafes^ 
the  Tranfator  has  deemed  it  necejfary  not  to  omit  them» 


1^0  THE  READER. 


The  following  Volume  comprehends  the  exan« 
thematic  febrile  difeafes,  confifting  of  a particu- 
lar eruption,  generally  combined  with  fever,  which 
however,  on  account  of  the  fever  being  neither 
eflential  to  their  formation,  nor  always  accompany- 
ing  them,  I have  thought  proper  to  expunge  from  the 
clafs  of  fevers,  and  treat  of  them  apart.  But  what  I 
confider  thefe  difeafes  principally  to  be,  will  appear 
from  the  index  of  the  chapters  annexed,  iince  I 
have  feparated  them  from  almoil  innumerable  af- 
fedions  of  the  human  body,  and,  after  colleding 
VoL.  Ih  U 


( 3°^  ) 

tlieni  together,  have  explained  each  in  its  own 
place.  Blit  fuch  is  the  affinity  fubfiiiing  among 
them,  that  it  mull  appear  perfedlly  evident,  that 
they  are  connected  together,  not  as  it  iias  pieaied 
me  to  arrange  them,  but  in  their  own  intimate  na- 
ture, without  the  exception  even  of  the  petechial, 
which  forne  modern  v/riters  intirely  reject  from  this 
ciafs  of  difeafes.  For,  in  the  petechial  difeafe,  al- 
inoft  all  the  fymptoms  which  take  place  in  the  mi- 
liary complaint,  likewiie  occur,  giving  rile  to  fuch 
-a  refembiance  between  them,  that  neither,  oi  both 
of  them,  mud  be  confelied  to  come  under  this 
head*  But  the  lird  never  can  be  alleged,  as  no 
one,  however  llightly  verfant  in  the  pradlice  of  me- 
dicine, would  take  upon  hmi  to  deny  that  the  mi- 
liary eruption  is  a primary  or  efleiiLial  difeaie,  With- 
out being  defervediy  held  up  to  derifion.  As  the 
nature  then  of  both  difeafes  is  the  fame,  and  no 
difference  exills  between  them  but  in  the  form  and 
matter  of  the  .eruption,  it  follows  that  they  both 
jiiftly  claim  a rank  among  the  cxanthematic  dif- 
eafes,  of  wdiich  we  are  about  to  treat.  ^Vhich  will 
appear  more  evidently,  if,  after  perufing  the  firft 
chapter,  in  which  the  fymptoms  in  common  to  the 
ciafs  are  enumerated,  the  obfervations  made  in  the 
fucceeding  ones  be  read  wdth  due  attention,  and 
without  prejudice.  I hope  that  the  farther  the  flu- 
dent  advances,  and  the  more  earneffly  he  weighs 
every  circumffance,  he  wdil  the  more  clearly  per- 
ceive the  correfpondence  between  the  preceding 
and  fubfequent  parts  of  the  fubjed:,  and  their  mu- 


tusi  dependence  upon  e3,cli  otner.  It  will  ^ppear^- 
I doubt  not,  to  my  pupils,  as  a new  work,  as  I ufed 
to  touch  upon  it  but  lightly  in  my  public  leciures, 
the  lliortnefs  of  the  time  allotted  to  giving  a com- 
plete view  of  toe  pradlice  of  medicine  preventing 
my  expatiating  on  the  fubjecd  at  greater  length.  It 
is  now  proper  to  bellow  upon  each  of  them  fuch  a 
difeuffion  as  I have  given  of  the  febrile  difeafes  in 
the  liril  volume  of  this  work,  that  is,  as  full  and  ac- 
curate a one  as  poffible,  colledling  my  materials 
fiom  all  quarters,  and,  in  controverted  pointsj  bring- 
ing in  my  own  opinion  as  rcafon  or  experience 
feemed  to  didlate.  i have  made  very  honourable 
mention  of  the  authors  from  whom  I have  either  de- 
rived any  advantage,  or  by  w^hom  any  difeovery,  or 
obfervation,  fandlioned  by  experience,  lias  been 
brought  forward  y — not  from  the  narrow  motive  of 
acquiring  celebrity  by  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  my 
learning,  as  is  too  commonly  the  praclice,  but  that 
any  one  may  immediately  be  alTured  that  what  he 
finds  laid  down  or  recommended  by  me,  does  not  reft 
on  my  own  authority  alone,  but  is  generally  the  difeo- 
very of  fome  one  of  my  eminent  predeceftbrs,  or,  if  it 
be  new,  he  may  know  by  whom  it  has  been  lately  ad- 
vanced, For  I have  always  conftderedit  as  difgrace- 
ful,  and  much  beneath  a man  of  integrity,  to  follow 
die  example  of  thole  who,  deflrous  of  appearing  men 
3f  exteiilive  knowledge  and  obfervation,  make  no 
nention  of  tiie  fources  from  whence  they  have  derived 
heir  information,  as  if  confeious  that  if  they  candid- 
7 acknowledged  their  obligations  to  others,  fcarcely 

Ua 
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any  part  of  the  credit  would  remain  their  own* 
I have,  therefore,  deprived  no  man  of  the  merit  due 
to  him,  a piece  of  conduct  by  no  means  generally 
obferved,  thinking  it,  with  Ceifus,  extremely  un- 
fair, either  to  rob  the  moderns  of  their  difco^eriec, 
or  not  candidly  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to 
the  ancients.  I have  occafionally  illuflrated  the 
fubjedl  both  by  examples  of  my  own  and  thofe  of 
others ; nor  have  I omitted  fometimes  the  lingular 
and  very  cxcentric  obfervations  of  certain  authors, 
always  pointing  out  their  names,  that  the  fludent 
might  not  be  ignorant  upon  whofe  authority  he  re- 
lied. Nor  have  I thought  proper  to  omit  the  men- 
tion of  certain  phenomena,  as  being  of  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  taken  notice  of  by  very  few  au- 
thors. For  what  one  perfon  could  have  obferved, 
or  perfuadc  himfelf  that  he  had  noticed,  all  the 
circumftances  connected  with  fo  extenlive  a branch 
of  the  pradlice  of  medicine  ? In  the  annotations 
which  are  frequently  fubjoined  to  the  paragraphs,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  eilablhh  the  truth  of  certain 
fads  not  generally  known,  or  but  Hightly  hinted  at 
in  the  text ; or  to  invalidate  certain  hypothetical 
opinions,  or  to  elucidate  and  adjuil  occahonal  con- 
troverhes.  Laflly,  with  a view  to  the  inftrudion  of 
my  pupils,  I have  taken  care  to  make  mention  of 
the  remarkable  treatifes  publiflied  on  any  particular 
difeafe.  Thus  far  it  feemed  neceflary  to  apprife  the 
reader,  previoufly  to  entering  upon  the  fubjed. 
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CHAPTER  L 


CONCERNING 


TEIE  EXANTHEMATIC  FEBRILE  DISEASES  * 

IN  GENERAL. 

f- 


I,  The  word  exanthema ^ fignifying  an  eff,or^ 
tjcence^  or  e?^uption^  is  derived  from  e^arGew,  ejjlor-- 
tfco^  or  erumpo.  It  is  properly  ap- 

plied  by  phyficians  to  denote  the  toTexfnthem! 
papulas,  or  puftules,  which  break 
out  on  the  fkin,  and  are  raifed  above  it,  or  ren- 
der it  in  fome  meafure  unequal.  It  is  extended, 
however,  with  lefs  propriety,  and  in  a loofer 
fenfe,  by  men  too  of  great  refpeCtability  “f , to 
thofe  fpots  which  only  difcolour  and  deface  the 
fkin,  but,  being  perfeftly  plain,  do  not  raife  it, 
or  render  it  rough.  I hope,  then, 

, *11  I ’ rv  The  fenfe  in 

that  no  one  will  object  to  my  em-  ufe  it. 

ploying  it  in  both  fenfes,  and  even 
in  a more  extenfive  one,  comprehending  by  it 
every  eruption  which  takes  place  on  the  furface 
of  the  body,  whether  prominent  or  fmooth, 
confined  or  extenfive,  fparfe  or  thick,  uni- 
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form  or  manifold,  provided  it  be  of  tliat  kind 
which,— on  account -of  its  generally  fucceeding 
fome  febrile  acceflion,  or  being  more  or  lefs  ac- 
cornpaiiied  by  fever,  or  occafioning  it, — may  be 
named  febrile^  and  v/as  once  generally  included 
in  the  number  of  fevers. 


Synonyms.  The  Febris  Eruptiva  of  Allen,  Syiopf.  unvv. 
rned  § 219.  ed.  Venct.  1762.  The  Fehris  Exanthemaiica  of 
Authors,  and  Neifeld,  Rat.  med.  § 449.  fubfect.  x.  Schacht. 
Injlit.  med.  praci.  c xi.  p.  47.  The  Exanthemata  Febrilia  of 
Boerhaave  and  Van  Swieten,  Aph.  de  cog.  et  cur.  morb.  § 723. 
The  Fhlegmafnz  Exanthematicce  of  Sauvages,  Nofol.  cl.  3.  ord.  l. 
The  Exanthemata  of  Sagar,  cl.  x.  ord.  i.  &^2. 


f Fernel.  Pathol.  L i.  c.  8.  1.  4.  c.  18. — And  Van  Swieten 
on  the  aphorifms  of  Boerhaave,  to  § 723. 


2.  Before  entering  on  their  difeuffion,  we 
rtiiifl  call  to  mind  a very  neceffary  and  ufeful 

diftindlon,  by  which  exanthem a- 

The  ditUnaion  . c r v *1  j • 

into  primary  and  tic  uiieaies  are  divideci  luto  pTima^ 

lecondary.  ' /r  • 7 ^ n i 

rj,  or  cjjcntial.^  as  they  are  called  ; 
and  into  fecondary.^  or  fuch  as  arc  not  ejfen- 
tial.  But  concerning  tht  fe con d ary or  tiot  eJTential 
ones,  which  we  have  already  obferved  belong 
more  properly  to  fevers  and  other  difeafes,  as 
acceffory,  or  accidental  fymptoms,  we  have  al- 
ready fpoken  elfcwhere  at  confiderable  length ; 
and  have  not  improperly,  if  I am  not  much 
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deceived,  referved  for  this  place  the  primary,  or  ef« 
fential  ones,  fuch  as  fmall-pox^  meafles^fcarlet  fever ^ 
the  7ieiile-rafd^  fometimes  the  miliary  eruptum  and 
petcchiee^  very  frequently  cryfipelas^  and  fimilar 
complaints.  Becaiife  tliefe  exanthematic  difeafes, 
however,  as  we  do  not  deny,  are  fometimes  prece- 
ded, fometimes  accompanied,  and  fometimes  only 
fucceeded  by  fever,  which  I fliall  fhortly  fhew  ; 
they  ought  on  that  account  to  have  been  called 
brile  dfeafes^  nol  fevers.  But  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  the  reafon  rvhy,  with  mofl:  of  the  an- 
cient as  well  as  modern  nofologifls,  wc  feparated 
them  from  fevers  properly  fo  called,  which  was 
done  efpecially  when  we  treated  of  the  divifion  and 
differences  of  fevers  And  it  was  then  particu- 

larly obfervedj  that  fometimes  the  fever  neither 
precedes  no  accompanies  them,  as  not  unfre- 
qiiently  happens  in  the  mildeft  kind  of  fmall- 
pox  f , in  eryfipelas  in  the  nettle-rafli,  in  pe- 
techias, and  in  the  miliary  eruption  \\,  It  was 
moreover  remarked,  that,  when  the  fever  has 
preceded,  on  the  eruption  becoming  complete, 
it  generally  ceafes,  or  is  certainly  much  dimi- 
niilied,  while  the  eruption,  or  principal  com- 
plaint, continues,  and  performs  its  natural 
courfe,  until  it  arrives  at  the  uiual  period  of  its 
termination.  That  is  particularly  obfervable  in 
fimple  and  mild  eryfipeias,  and  in  dittincl  and 
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mild  fmall-pox,  in  which  the  fever  which  had 
preceded,  and  ceafed  on  the  eruption  appearing, 
does  not  return,  unlefs  a new  eruption  is  about  to 
take  place,  or  that  which  has  already  broken  out 
is  advancing  to  fuppuration. 

^ Vol.  I.  § 56. 

f Caef.  Marefcot.  Tratl.  devarhL  p.  19.  20.  I v/as  a pupil 
of  his^  when  he  was  far  advanced  in  life,  though  of  eafy  accefs, 
humane,  and  profoundly  learned  ; he  mentions  four  cafes,  in 
which  trie  fever  was  abfent,  one  from  Marcellus  Donatus,  ano- 
ther from  Philip  Ingraflia,  and  two  which  had  occured  to  him- 
felf. 

± Meza,  Comp.  med.  pra5l.  fafe.  i.  cap.  17. 

II  Depre  de  Lijle,  Dijjert.fur  la  fievr  miliar,  de  fern,  en  couche^ 
p.  7.  and  18.  w'ho  mentions  that  the  white  miliary  eruption  of 
lying-in  women  often  occurs  without  fever,  and  that  likewife 
the  mild  red  miliary  eruption  is  fcarcely  attended  with  any  fe- 
ver; as  I myfelf  have  often  obferved.  But  more  of  this  in  its 
proper  place. 

A.  * 

3.  Add  to  this,  that  the  fever,  when  it  is  con^ 
joined  with  thefe  difeafes,  obferves  no  regular  or^ 

der,  and  no  uniform  type,  by  which 

The  laft  reafon  . 

for  treating  it  Can  in  general  be  reierred  to  any 

them  apart,  . , . ^ . 

particular  genus,  tor  it  lometmies 
affumes  the  appearance  of  a continent,  fometimes 
of  a remitting  fever,  fometimes  that  of  an  ano- 
malous and  vague  fever,  fometimes  of  a periodi- 
cal intermittent ; and  this  laft  is  moft  frequently 
obferved  in  the  petechial  and  miliary  eruptions,  in 
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which  it  has  very  often  been  feen  at  firft  refem-* 
bling  an  intermitting  tertian.  For  Vv^hicli  reafons, 
we  thought  it  more  advifable,  immediately  after 
enumerating  the  fevers,  to  treat  of  thefe  difeafes 
apart,  as  in  their  nature,  prcgrefs,  and  fymp«- 
toms,  in  no  fmall  degree  diftering  from  the  for- 
mer. 

4.  Therefore  the  fever  in  them  feems  to  be  a mo- 
tion, more  or  iefs  neceflary,  excited 

, The  fever  a con- 

by  that  peculiar  heterogeneous  prm-  tnvance  of  na- 
ciple,  which,  as  incapable  01  being  fyficmfromano- 

, 1 ^ xious  principle. 

borne  by  the  nerves,  heart,  and  ar- 
teries, ought  to  be  fecerned  by  all  the  fluids,  and 
forced  out  to  the  Ikin  ; and  nature  employs  that 
motion,  when  the  natural  circulation  is  not  fufii- 
cient  of  itfelf  to  attempt,  as  it  were,  a critical 
excretion ; the  effefl  of  which  effort,  however, 
by  an  almoft  invariable  law  of  the  fyftem,  miift 
terminate  in  the  fkin  only,  whatever  be  the  caufe 
of  this  Angular  and  uniform  phe- 

T-v  • Nature  of  the  fe- 

nomenon.  jjut  11  the  noxioucj  y^j-  explained, 
principle,  which  proved  irritating  to 
the  fyftem,  wdien  fecreted  by  the  febrile  motion, 
fhould  fettle  intirely  upon  the  furface,  and  if  it  be 
not  of  a very  malignant  nature,  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive that  the  fever  ought  to  ceafe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  only  part  of  it  fliould  be  feparated,  and 
nature  continue  to  be  ftiii  irritated,  or,  if  the  poi- 
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fonous  and  deleterious  povv^er  of  that  heteroge- 
neous principle  fliould  have  infed:ed  the  whole 
blood,  or  Ihoiild  have  affiinilated  a great  part  of 
it  to  itfelf,  it  neceflhrlly  follov/s,  that  the  fever, 
even  after  the  eruption  of  puftules  takes  place, 
Ihouid  continue,  or  return  and  remit  at  irre- 
gular periods,  or,  according  as  the  virus  is  evol- 
ved, extricated,  and  occafions  irritation,  fliould 
now  and  then  repeat  Tts  acceffions,  like  intermit- 
ting fevers,  and  expel  it  at  ftated  periods,  and 
not  depart  before  the  whole  mafs  of  humours  has 
been  intirely  purified  : as  will  hereafter  appear 
more  clearly,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  each  of 
thefe  eruptions, 

5.  But  as  the  terms  tnaligitant  and  benign  are 
very  frequently  employed  to  denote  the  different 

nature  or  charadler  of  moft  difeafes, 
they  alfo  conftitute  a diftlndlion 
rdM  and  ffiaiig-  fmall  coiifequence  in  the 

nant,  1 

exanthematic  difeafes,  we  cannot 
omit  another  very  proper  divifion  of  thefe  erup- 
tive complaints  into  benign  and  malignant,  Sau- 

vages  coniiders  thofe  eruptions  as 
mon!  being  malignant,  which,  with  flight 
changes  of  the  pulfe,  heat,  and 
urine,  come  on  infidioufly,  then  of  a fudden, 
and,  contrary  to  exne&uion,  manifeft  much  fe- 
verer  fymntoms  than  could  have  been  dreaded 
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from  the  ftate  of  the  piilfe.  But  the  truth  Is, 
that  other  diforders,  reckoned  malignant,  likcwife 
are  liable  to  the  fame  anomalous  phenomena. 
The  fame  author  diftinguifhes  from  the  malign 
nant,  thofc  in  which  the  pulfe,  urine,  and  heat, 
are  found  as  in  good  health,  fo  that  the  patients 
fcarcely  feem  at  all  feverhh,  v/hile  their  ftrength 
is  extremely  reduced.  He  thought 

proper  to  name  thefe  typhode,  not  ^J;phod|resf 
tnalignafit.  Laftiy,  of  the  malignant 
or  typhode  ones  he  conflitutes  a third  .divifion  of 
pejiikntial  exanthemata,  namely,  fuch 
as  prevail  epidemically,  and  are  fo 
deleterious  that  they  prove  fatal  in  the  majority 
of  cafes.  He  moreover  obferves,  that  a malignant 
differs  from  ^a  fevere  (gravis)  difeafe,  on  account 
of  the  latter  being  attended  with  feverer  fymp- 
toms,  eafily  explicable  by  mechanical,  evident, 
and  intelligible  caufes ; while  the  malignant  dif- 
eafe exhibits  fymptoms  which  arife  from  hidden, 
poifonous,  putrid,  gangrenous,  and  colliquative 
caufes. 


Peftilential. 


Nofol.  cl.  3 ord.  I. 


6.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  exanthemata,  dif- 
tlnguiilred  by  Sauvages  into  malig- 
nant and  typhode,  may  be  fuiTicientiy  ^L'^s'can^'ld:' 
well  comprehended  under  the  fingle 
term  malignant.  For  this  has  been  done  by  feve- 
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ral  others.  But  what  I mean  by  this  term,  and 
v^hat  is  now  generally  underftood  by  It,  I took 
an  opportunity  of  explaining,  when  treating  of 
fevers,  fuppofing  ihofe  to  be  malignant  which 
fteal  upon  the  patient  in  an  infidious  and  artful 
manner,  under  the  appearance  of  a mild  difeafe, 
immediately  reducing  the  ftrength,  without  any 
manifeft  caufe,  injuring  in  particular  the  action 
of  the  nerves  and  heart,  attended  with  fymptoms 
of  an  unufual  kind,  repugnant  v/ith  each  other, 
and  not  a little  foreign  from  the  nature  of  the 
fimple  and  pure  difeafe  I alfo  illuftrated  the 
fubjedl  by  examples,  that  nobody  might  allow 
himfeif  to  be  deceived  by  the  alTumed  appearance 
of  benignity.  And  thefe  marks  ought  to  be  un-? 
derftood  as  of  the  fymptoms  of  malignity  in  gene-? 
ral,  and  feem  to  belong  particularly  to  fevers 
properly  fo  called.  And  although  they  may, 
and  do  happen,  alfo  in  exanthematic  difeafes,  fo 
as  to  point  out  their  malignity  juft  now  ex- 
plained  ; ftill  there  are  certain  other  marks,  as  It : 
were,  peculiar  to  the  exanthemata,  by  the  pre- 
fence or  ablence  of  which,  with  moft  authors, 
we  are  led  to  judge  that  they  are  to  be  confidered 
as  benign  or  malignant^  ufmg  the  term  malignant 
in  a feiife  fomewhat  different  from  the  common 
acceptation.  But  among  them  a chief  place  is  held 
by  the  fever  preceding  the  eruption.  In  the  benign 
exanthemata  it  is  either  intirely  wanting,  or,  if. 
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there  be  any,  it  is  not  violent,  or  of  whatever 
kind  it  be,  immediately  on  the 

, ^ , The  principal 

eruption  taking  place,  it  is  very  marks  taken 

. 1*  . . from  the  fev. 

much  dimmiihed  ; nay,  the  alarm- 
ing fymptoms  intirely  ceafing,  with  them  the  fever 
alfo  difappears.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  ma- 
lignant eruption,  whatever  kind  of  fever  had 
preceded,  it  by  no  means,  as  in  the  others,  be- 
comes mild  and  ceafes,  but  holds  on  ; nay,  though 
it  may  have  been  moderate  before,  it  generally 
becomes  worfe,  and  very  bad  fymptoms,  as  de- 
lirium, anxiety,  tremors,  rigors,  fpafins,  conviil- 
fions,  lofs  of  ftrength,  &c.  fupervene. 

* Vol.  I.  par.  53.  and  the  notes  fubjoined  there. 

7.  But  with  regard  to  what  Is  univerfally  faid 
of  the  fudden  lofs  of  ftrength,  as  a 

, P remark  on  lofs 

pathognomic  lign  ; although,  when  of  ftrength  as  a 
it  does  occur,  it  deferves  the  greateft 
attention,  it  does  not  uniformly  happen  in  all  ma- 
lignant exanthematic  complaints.  For  I have 
very  often  been  furprifed  to  obferve  them  ex- 
tremely pernicious,  and  quickly  proving  fatal, 
in  patients  whofe  ftrength  was  fuch  that  they 
could  get  out  of  bed  without  any  labour,  could 
ftand,  walk,  pafs  their  ftools  ftanding,  and  eafily 
turn  themfelves  in  bed  on  both  fides,  like  people 
In  health.  Hence  it  has  been  fhewn,  that  there 
is  not  a more  uniform  and  certain  fymptom  of 
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malignity  and  danger  in  exantliematic  difeafes^ 

than  the  continuance  or  aggrava- 
mTngffty.  t^on  of  the  fever  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption,  ,By  this 
mark,  then,  I fliould  willi  the  malignant  exanthe- 
mata to  be  diftinguiihed  from  the 

Thofe  exanthema- 

tic  diieaies  na-  benign  ; nor  have  I any  great  ob- 

med  by  Sauva-  . , . n i r 

ges  graces,  alfo  jection  to  denominate  ail  thole  erup- 

malignant,  . , . t • i 

tive  compiainrs  malignant,  which 
Sauvages  names  fevere  (graves)  and  dangerous, 
and  which  by  others  are  commonly  called  malig- 
nant, v^ith  regard  to  their  fymptoms  ; for  we 
here  beg  leave  to  employ  the  term  malignity^ 
not  In  its  ftrict,  but  in  its  loofe  fenfe,  and  in  fome 
degree  without  precedent.  But  befides  the  be- 
nign and  malignant  exanthemata,  there  is  a third 
kind,  having  neither  intirely  the  benign  marks,  nor 
all  thofe  of  the  malignant  difeafe,  fo  as  to  leave  it 
very  doubtful  to  which  of  the  two  it  belongs. 

This  may  be  named  intermediatei 

The  exanthemata  ^ 

between  benign  ipecies.  but  concemmg  the  pejtl^ 

and  malignant.  7 .•  r ^ o 1 

Lential  exanthemata,  as  oauvages  and 
others  under  this  name  comprehended  the  more 
pernicious  and  fatal  epidemic  exanthematic  difea- 

fes,  I need  make  no  comment  upon 

^^xamheraata^^^  them.  I fhall  Only  obferve,  that^ 
lomctiraes  fpo-  fpoiadic,  and  arrive 

ladic.  J r ^ 

at  the  greateil  degree  of  malignity 
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and  danger,  this  name  is  fuitable  to  them,  as  I 
have  known  it  ufed  by  fome,  when  they  ap- 
proach in  a manner  more  nearly  to  the  plague  in 
{iercenefs  and  rapid  tendency  to  death. 

8.  Laftly,  the  third  divifion  of  thefe  eruptions 
Is  into  regular^  or  ordinary^  and  into 

• 7 7 i-pi  r n The  exanthemata 

irregular^  or  anomalous,  1 he  nrit  divided  into 
of  thefe  are  fuch  as  regularly  fuc- 
ceed  to  a fever  of  the  ufual  length, 
and  which  go  through  their  ftages  attended  with 
the  ufual  and  peculiar  fymptoms.  The  fecond 
are  thofe,  the  eruption  of  which  is  extremely 
lingering,  as  they  do  not  appear  until  after  a long 
anomalous  fever,  protradled  beyond  the  ufual 
bounds  feveral  days,  or  even  weeks,  and  are  at- 
tended with  unufual  fymptoms.  Such  irregular, 
or  anomalous,  attacks  of  the  exanthemata,  are  ob- 
ferved  to  occur,  particularly  in  certain  epidemic 
difeafes,  although  they  are  not  wanting  occafion- 
ally  in  fporadic  ones,  as  has  fometimes  been  ob- 
ferved.  This  more  frequently  happens  in  mealies, 
fmall-pox,  and  the  miliary  eruption,  and  likewife 
fometimes  in  the  fcarlet  eruption,  and  feveral 
other  fpecies.  Hitherto  I have  been  fpeaking  of 
the  principal  diftindlions  of  the  exanthemata. 
It  remains  to  fay  fomething  of  the  prognoftic 
marks  in  common  to  them.  For  there  are  cer- 
tain fymptoms  in  common  to  them  from  which 
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* 

they  may  be  forefeen  before  they  break  out,  be-» 

hides  thofe  peculiar  to  each  particu-» 

^Zmtucommon  l^r  fpccies,  whlch  fhall  be  men- 
to  the  exantbe-  v^lieu  wc  come  to  treat  ol: 

XXl  ^ 1»  ^ • 

them  individually.  Many  fymp- 
toms  are  enumerated  by  Morton  v/hich  occur 
■fo  frequently  in  fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  the  fear- 
let  eruption,  that  he  confiders  them  as  pathogno- 
mic marks  of  thefe  afiections.  Such  are  “ weak, 
flow  pulfe  ; very  quick,  panting  refpiration  ; op- 
preffion  and  ftraitening  of  the  hypochondria ; 
pale,  thin  urine,  or  at  kail  flightly  tinged  with 
rednefs,  or  turbid  ; a comatofe  affeftion  of  the 
brain,  or  obftinate  watching ; frequent  fub fultus 
tendinum  ; fometlines  manifeil  fpafms,  and  vio» 
lent  delirium  ; heavinefs  of  the  eye-lids,  rednels 
of  the  eyes,  a painful  pricking  in  them,  and  in» 
voluntary  difeharge  of  tears,  fo  that  the  patient 
opens  his  eyes,  or  views  the  light,  with  much  dif- 
liculty ; a forenefs  in  the  throat,  a wheezing, 
hoarfenefs,  a conflantly  troublefome  and  very 
violent  cough,”  It  mufl  not  be  fuppofed,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  occur  all  at  the  fame  time,  or  that 
they  are  common  to  all  exanthematie  complaints^ 
but  that  they  are  occafionally  wanting*  This 
ought  to  be  carefully  attended  to* 


* Open  t.  2.  exercit.  3.  cap.  3. 
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9.  But  of  all  the  marks,  the  moft  frequent  and 
common  fign  is  aflerted  by  Allen, 

. Amore  invariable 

rrom  experience,  to  be,  great  op-  figii  mentioned 

prcjfion  at  the  breaji^  conjoined  Vvdth 
anxiety  and  reftleffhefs,  which  however  differs  not 
a little  from  the  ftraitening  at  the  cheft  and  difficul- 
ty of  breathing  attending  peripneumony  For  it 
is  principally  diftinguiffied  by  this,  that  it  is  not 
equally  conftant  and  uniform  as  in  peripneumony, 
but  occafionally  remits,  and,  as  it  were,  ceafes, 
although  it  returns  at  intervals,  and  is  aggravated 
without  any  manifeft  caufe  ; but,  if  the  difeafe  be 
benign  and  pure,  on  the  eruption  taking  place, 
it  difappears,  together  with  moft  of  the  other 
fymptoms.  Nor  in  it  is  the  breath  perceived  to 
be  warm,  at  leaft  not  fo  much  fo  as  in  peripneu- 
monic  patients  ; nor  is  the  pulfe  hard,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  the  inflammatory  complaints,  imlefs  the 
difeafe  be  accidentally  combined  with  inflamma- 
tion. It,  therefore,  feems  extremely  probable, 
that  that  anxiety  at  the  breaft  ought  to  be  derived 
from  a convulfive  affeSion  of  the  diaphragm, 
lungs,  and  miifcles  of  the  thorax,  or  from  irrita- 
tion of  the  epigaftrium  and  hypochondres,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  exanthematic  fomes  more  or  lefs 
irritating  the  nerves  and  mufcular  fibres. 

* Synops.  twiv,  med.  P.  i.  cap.  i.  § 219.  ed.  Venct.  1762. 


10.  Likewife  the  nature  of  the  pulfe  throv^s 
VoL.  II. 
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no  fmall  light  on  the  fubjefl:.  For  m moft  pa- 
tients the  motion  of  the  arteries  is ; 
found  to  be  fo  various,  that  at  dif-  ^ 
ferent  times  it  does  not  appear  to 
be  the  fame,  but  fometimes  quick,  fometimeli 
flow,  fometimes  high,  fometimes  low,  and  oc-- 
cafionally  irregular.  Therefore,  from  this  va-  • 

riety  and  frequent  changing  of[ 

Frequent  chan-  i ir  i i n. 

ging  and  variety  the  pulie,  we  dcrivc  the  greateli : 
^ * advantage  in  foretelling  the  latent  t 

difeafe.  Likewife  the  coma  viglly  and  coma  fom-- 

nolentiim^  are  of  the  fame  import,, 
as  being  prefent  from  the  very  be-- 
ginning  in  thefe  difeafes  ; as  well! 
as  watching,  and  a certain  unufual  and  infur- - 
mountable^  propenfity  to  remain  awake,  attendedi 
with  fome  degree  of  confufion  of  mind.  Non 

ought  we  to  forget  the  naufea,  vo- 
miting, and  effort  to  vomit,  which i 
generally  trouble  the  patients  beforee 
the  eruption,  and  prevent  their  either  eating  on 
drinking,  ending  on  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion. But  if  pain  of  the  back  and.: 

Other  fymptoms  . . . 

of  the  approach-  joints,  and  a particular  reeling  oii 

ing  eruption.  ^ i i 

torpor,  contuiion,  and  iracmre,  be. 
added  to  thefe  fymptoms  ; if  the  voice  becomes: 
in  fome  meafure  tremulous,  and  the  hands,  on: 
being  ftretched  out  and  moved,  feem  to  tremble, 


Naufea  and  vo 
miting. 
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the  exanthematic  nature  of  the  complaint  will 
appear  much  more  evident. 

1 1.  Having  delivered  this  brief  expofition  of  the 
nature,  diilindions,  and  fymptoms 
of  the  exanthemata  ; it  remains  to 
make  a few  obfervations,  not  lefs  ne- 
ceffary  in  my  opinion  than  the  former  ones,  con- 
cerning the  periods,  by  which  their  whole  courfe 
is  dIRinguifhed,  their  caufes  and  plan  of  cure. 
I jfhall,  therefore,  commence  with  the  three 
periods  which  generally  take  place  in  every 
one  of  the  exanthematic  difeafes.  The  firft  is 
that  preceding  the  eruption,  and 

« r.  r • 1 r ftage. 

in  lome  meaiure  paving  the  way  lor 
it,  which  is  diftlnguiftied  by  various  denoml^ 
nations.  By  fome  it  is  named  the  JirJl  period; 
by  others,  the  time  of  feparation  ; by  others,  the 
eruption  fever  ^ ox  febrile  fate ; and,  laftly,  fpeak- 
ing  of  fmall-pox,  or  fimilar  contagions,  it  is 
named  by  Boerhaave  the  contagious  fate^  or,  ac- 
cording to  others,  fimply  the  apparatus.  But  it 
Is  of  little  moment  in  what  manner  we  denomi- 
nate this  period,  provided  we  underftand  by  it  that 
fpace  of  time  which  begins  from  the  firft  attack  of 
the  fever,  and  lafts  until  the  eruption  appears. 
On  the  eruption  appearing,  ano- 

^ Second  ftage. 

ther  ftage  commences,  called  that  of 

the  eruption^  or  ejforefcence^  which  continues  till 

X 2 
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the  eruption  appears  to  vanifh,  or  is  refolveci, 

and  is  fucceeded  by  the  third  Jlage^ 
Third  ftage.  -^T^lch  the  name  of  exficcation^ 

defquaniation^  or  rejolution^  according  to  the  natuie 

of  exanthema,  is  given.  In  fmall- 

^has  S^ufkages.  pox  the  third  Ji age  is  that  in  which 
not  tnree.  puftulcs  are  inflamed,  and  un- 

dergo fuppuration ; and,  therefore,  that  flage  is 
named  by  fome  hijlcimmatory^  or  Juppuratory, 
Hence  in  it  the  fourth  place  is  claimed  by 
the  exjiccation^  or  lajl  period.  But  more  of  this 
when  we  come  to  treat  of  each  of  them  parti- 
cularly. 

12.  With  refpeft  to  the  caufes  ; thefe  feem  to 
be  manifold,  or  at  leafl:  to  vary  not  a little  accor- 

‘ ding  to  the  diverfity  of  the  exanthe- 
mata, and  the  patient’s  age,  tempera- 
ment, manner  of  life,  and  the  climate  . of  which 
we  fliall  fpeak  particularly  in  the  following  chap- 
ters. I hold  it  undoubted,  however,  that  in  thefe 
difeafes  fome  acrid  principle  (4*)^^  either  generated 
within  the  fyftem,  or  is  fecreted  on  the  furface, 
in  its  nature,  force,  and  efledls,  different  in  each 

of  them.  For,  in  fad,  although  in 

The  feat  va-  conftantly  proceeds 

nous* 

to  the  fkin  and  teguments  of  the 
body,  yet  fometimes  one,  fometimes  another  feat 
is  occupied  by  it,  and  thus  a difference  in  the 


Caufes. 
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fhape,  lize,  and  appearance  of  the  fpot  or  pu- 
ftule,  is  occafioned  in  each.  Thus  one  attacks  the 
cutaneous  veffels,  another  the  corpus  mucofum 
of  Malpighi,  another  the  cellular  fpaces  or  fol- 
licles ; one  gradually  inflames  the  whole  Ikin, 
another  fome  particular  part ; one  fhews  itfelf 
in  diffufed  fpots,  another  in  feparate  and  diftinfl: 
ones ; one  breaks  out  thickly  fpread,  another 
thinly.  This  one  occafions  minute  echymoles, 
as  it  were,  that  one  produces  puftules,  both  in 
colour,  fize,  and  appearance,  almofl  fui  generis ; 
this  one  forms  fmall  phlegmons,  or  blifters,  or 
plilydlrense,  or  tubercles,  of  a particular  fhape, 
according  to  the  nature  and  iliape  of  each  (2.). 

13.  It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  lay  what  plan  of 
treatment  in  general  is  fuitable  in 

1 r 1 ^ f \ 1 General  plan  of 

each  or  the  exanthemata  (ii.),  and  cure, 
their  different  ftages.  Yet  there 
are  fome  general  precepts  by  which  we  are  in- 
ftrudled  how  to  conduct  ourfelves.  In  any  cafe 
where  the  prefence  of  the  exanthemata  is  fuf- 
pedled,  if  nature  attempts  the  feparation  of  the 
noxious  and  heterogeneous  principle  neither  more 
violently  nor  languidly  than  is  proper,  it  is  better 
to  wait  and  lie  by  than  difturb  her  operations. 
Otherwife,  it  is  proper,  either  to  check  it  when 
immoderate,  or  excite  it  when  too  languid.  But 
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if  either  plethora,  or  dyfpepfy,  or  any  other  caufc 
occur  to  impede  or  derange  the  motions  of  nature, 
we  ought  immediately  to  have  recourfe  to  art. 
It  is  likewife  proper  to  counteradl  the  acrimony 
by  medicines  calculated  for  the  purpofe,  left  it 
fhould  accelerate  the  fatal  termination.  We  muft 
alfo  guard  againft  all  thofe  things  which  check 
the  appearing  of  the  eruption,  or  may  fupprefs  It 
after  it  has  already  made  its  appearance,  other- 
wife  a moft  dangerous  metaftafis  may  take  place. 
Hence  we  muft  ufe  a moderately-diaphoretic  re- 
gimen, until  every  noxious  humour  has  been 
completely  diffipated.  But  the  means  by  which 
thefe  things  are  to  be  effefted,  and  the  cautions 
which  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  I ftiall  point  out 
particularly  when  treating  of  the  exanthemata 
about  to  be  mentioned.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
too  much  inculcated,  that  calefacients,  alexiphar- 
macs,  and  too  acrid  and  irritating  means,  are  on 
the  whole  pernicious. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF  ERYSIPELAS 

« 

14.  I ALREADY  fpoke  of  eryfipelas,  when 
I was  fhewine  in  a general  and 

. in  what  it  differs 

to  innam-  from  actual  in- 
. 1 -1-»  • T rsr'  r 1 flammation. 

mation  j.  But  it  diiiers  trom  real 
inflammation  in  fucli  a manner  that  it  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  called  a phlogojis^  or  a fpurious  kind  of 
inflammation  J.  Here,  as  it  belongs  to  the  fe- 
brile exanthem atic  complaints,  we  muft  treat  of 
it  fomewhat  more  fully,  as  a knowledge  of  its 
proper  treatment  is  a matter  of  no  lefs  confe- 
quence  to  medical  men,  than  that  of  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  and  the  miliary  eruption. 

* Synonyms.  The  Rofe  of  Sennert,  De  febrih.  1.  2.  c.  15. 
The  Eryftpelatous  fever  of  Sydenham,  p.  i 74.  Of  De  Haen, 
Febr.  diu,  vi.  The  Febris  eryfpelacea  of  Hoffman,  Med.  JyJl* 
t.  iv.  P.  I.  cap.  xiii. 

-j-  Comment,  on  Inf  am.  par,  9. 

:j:  Plainer,  Infit.chirurg.  j 156.5  and  Callifen,  Inf  it.  chirurg. 
med.  § 216. 

I 7.  By  this  name  is  denoted  a certain  rednefs, 
generally  a palifh  rofe-colour  ; more 

, r n 1*  • 1 1 Defcription  of 

rarely  one  ot  a purple,  or  livid  yei-  eryfipeias. 
low  I fometimes  a blackifh  red, 
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v/hich  fuddenly  attacks  the  furface  of  the  body 
here  and  there,  caufing  a flight  elevation,  yet 
uniform  and  fmooth,  and  diffufing  itfelf  ex- 
tenfively,  without  any  circumfcription  of  the 
fpace  it  occupies,  or  of  its  figure,  and  generally 
fpreading  rather  with  itching  or  heat,  than  great 
pain.  But  it  is  a peculiarity  of  the  complaint, 
that  on  being  comprelTed,  a white  mark  is  left 
in  the  part,  which,  however,  on  the  preiTure 
being  removed,  foon  recovers  its  former  colour 
and  Alining  appearance.  ® 

1 6.  "True  and  legitimate  eryfipelas  occurs  when  it 
is  accompanied  by  all  the  marks  juft  now  enume- 
rated. On  the  other  hand,  when 
"^'^eryfipdas?^^^  it  deviates  from  them,  it  is  named 
- fpurious^  or  haftard.  It  deviates  from 

the  true  nature  of  the  complaint  in  various  ways, 
but  in  particular  when  the  fkin  is  much  fwelled, 
and  becomes  fo  tenfe  and  red  that  it  does  not 
grow  white  on  being  preffed,  or  the  fwelling  pe- 
netrates more  deeply,  and  affeds  the  parts  lying 
under  the  flein  ; or  when  it  is  foft,  and  feems  to 
contain  a feroiis  fluid,  in  confequence  of  which  it 
is  rendered  redder  and  more  tenfe,  and  eafily  re- 
tains the  impreflion.  That  which 

The  phlegmonic,  ^ % r 

cedematous,  and  taxes  place  in  the  two  lormer  ways 

fcirrhousfpecies.  . ,,  i 7 7 

is  generally  named  pblegmoiiic ; 
while  that  occurring  in  the  latter  way  is  called 
(edematous  To  thefe  kinds  is  added  the  Jc'ir^ 
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rbous  fpecIeSj  or  that  which  lliews  the  hardnefs  of 
a fclrrhus.  But  it  is  improperiy  fo  named  ; for  it 
is  either  veTy  far  removed  from  fcirrhiis,  or  ob- 
tains this  name  in  confequence  of  fupervening  on 
it ; unlefs,  along  with  Platner  we  name  that 
kind  fclrrhous  which  has  greater  hardnefs  than 
the  others. 

* L.  c.  § 158. 

17.  But  if  the  rednefs  (15.)  be  always  confined 
to  the  fame  fpot,  without  paffing  to 

i.T_  *..  • n I'  j 1 The  fixed  and 

another,  it  is  named  jixed  eryjipetas;  fpreading  kinds, 
and  it  is  called  fpreadmg  when  it 
proceeds  to  different  parts.  Surgeons  alfo  name 
that  fpecies  pmpky  which  is  attended 

. ^ ^ , Simple  eryfipelas. 

With  no  levere  or  dangerous  iymp- 
tom  ; and  complicated^  when,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  livid  in  any  part,  becomes  black  and  gangre- 
nous \ in  which  cafe  it  is  likewife 

,,  j T j p , Catbunculous 

calied  carbunculojum  and  gangrenous ; and  gangrenous 
although  the  former  would  be  bet- 
ter  named  benign^  and  the  latter  malignant»  Some, 
again,  place  among  its  varieties  the 

r .1  1 71  • 1 1 Smooth  and  irre- 

Jmootb  and  equal  kind,wnen  it  has  no  guiar  eryiipeias. 
puflules  or  veficles ; and,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  it  obtains  the  name  of  tuberculous  ^rough^ 
pujlulous  or  miliary^  vejicular  or  blijlered^  when  it  is 
attended  with  tubercles,  puftules,  or  blifters.  But 
fuch  diftinftions  feem  almoft  ufelefs  and  fuper- 
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fluous  to  thofe  who  diftinguifh  the  complaint  into 


adapted  to  denote  its  different  ftages 
and  various  degrees  of  fe verity. 

1 8.  For,  according  to  the  various  ftages 
through  v/hich  it  paffes  in  its  courfe,  its  appear- 


ance alfo  differs.  At  firft  it  is  in 
general  moderately  red,  occupies  a 
fmall  fpace,  and  is  attended  with 


The  Various 
ftages. 


flight  tenfion,  itching,  and  pain.  During  the 
increafe  of  the ' difeafe,  it  becomes  of  a deeper 
red,  is  more  extenfively  diffufed,  and  at  the  fame 
time  affefts  the  patient  with  greater  heat,  ten- 
fion,  and  pain.  At  the  height  of  the  complaint 
all  thefe  fymptoms  continue,  and  the  fkin  very 
frequently  becomes  rough  with  fmall  tubercles  or 
blifters.  As  the  complaint  is  going  off,  the  red- 
nefs  at  length  difappears,  the  fkin  becomes 
Imooth,  and  thus,  the  fcarf-fkin  becoming  dry, 
and  falling  off  in  fcales,  the  complaint  is  re- 
folved  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  terminates  in  fup- 
puration  or  gangrene  ^ : although  it  is  a very 
rare  occurrence  for  eryfipelas  to  terminate  in  fup- 
puration,  unlefs  it  may  have  been  of  the  phlegmo^ 
nic  kind.  But  when  gangrene  fupervenes,  very  fre- 
quently its  courfe  is  more  rapid,  and  generally  fome 
vitiation  of  the  fluids  promotes  its  tendency  that 
way.  Sometimes,  after  the  difeafe  has  been  dif» 


/ 


OF  ERYSIPELAS.  33 1 

cufied,  the  part  it  occupied  remains  alFedled  with 
a water)^,  white,  and  foft  tumour,  which  happens 
in  particular  when  the  eryiipelas  has  been  of  the 
csdematous  kind  ; or  the  fkin,  when  the  conge- 
ftion  has  been  completely  difcuired,  becomes  hard, 
and  rigid,  which  is  the  fourth  termination  the 
difeafe  has  ; although  that  very  feldom  takes 
place. 

* Aftruc,  TraB,  de  tumor,  1.  2.  c.  i. 

19.  But  it  feems  to  be  attended  with  muck 
more  utility  to  divide  eryfipelas  into 
idiopathic,  accidental,^  and  fymptoma- 
tic ; as  fuch  a divifion  not  only  dif- 
tinguifhes  its  origin  and  nature,  but  contributes 
much  to  a proper  method  of  cure.  The  prima- 
ry, idiopathic,  or  effential  fpecies  of  the  difeafe, 
breaks  cut  fpohtaneoufly,  and  without  being  pre- 
ceded by  any  other  difeafe,  and  proceeds  from  a 
peculiar  caufe  Vv^hich  is  generated  within  the  fy- 
ftem,  and  inherent  in  the  fluids.  The  accidental 
fpecies,  again,  is  defined  to  be  that  which  does 
not  proceed  from  an  internal  taint  of  the  blood, 
or  from  vitiation  of  any  of  the  fluids,  but  from  a 
manifeft  and  external  caufe,  or  rather  is  excited 
by  it ; as  from  the  fun’s  heat,  extreme  cold, 
burning,  the  application  of  acrids,  pundure,  la- 
ceration, &c.  although,  to  tell  the  truth,  I do  not 
confider  it  as  inconfiftent  with  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
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that  in  thefe  cafes  alfo  there  is  generally  fomething 
which  bears  an  affinity  to  a predifpofiiig  caufe, 
I.aftly,  the  fymptomatlc  fpecies  depends  on  another 
difeafcj  as  when  it  fupervenes  on  wounds,  luxa- 
tions, or  fradiures,  ulcers,  or  acute  fevers,  malig- 
nant angina,  fciirvey,  dropfy,  and  oedematous 
fweilings 


* To  this  genus  is  referred  by  Callifen,  {Irjlit,  chirurg.  msd. 
p.  phlegmonic y oedematous y Jcirrhousy  herpetic y and  other 

fpecies  of  eryfipelas,  which,  as  I have  already  obferved,  are 
referred  by  others  to  the  fpurious  kind.  The  fpecies  which 
others  refer  to  the  fpurious  erpftpelaSy  and  Caliifen  to  the  fymp^ 
iomaticy  Gorter  (Chirurg.  repurg.  Lx.  c.  iv.  §.  142.2.)  thinks 
ought  to  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  ervftpelas  compojitumy  as 
they  are  compofed  of  a double,  or  manifold  difeafe. 

20.  But  eryfipelas,  according  as  it  happens  to 
be  of  this  or  that  fpecies,  is  either  preceded 

or  accompanied,  or  followed  by 

Nature  of  the  fe-  ^ ^ , 

ver  in  it.  iCvei'  as  IS  proven  by  every 
day’s  experience.  It  likewife  fome- 
times  happens,  that,  when  the  complaint  is 
very  flight,  as  the  accidental  one  generally  proves 
to  be,  it  is  altogether  abfent  from  it  j.  The  idiO’- 
pathic  kind  is  almoft  always  preceded  by  fever, 
which  oftener  accompanies,  or  fucceeds  the  fytnp- 
tomatlc  and  accidental  fpecies,  if  they  happen  to  be 

fomewhat  fevere.  But  when  it  is 

Symptoms  prece-  y r r • • 

ding  the  erup-  tiic  loreruiiner  or  an  eruption,  it 

begins  and  proceeds  in  nearly  the 
following  manner : At  firft  the  patient  is  fud- 
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denly  alFected  with  cold,  fliivering,  and  remark- 
able rigor,  fhaking  the  whole  body  for  fome 
hours,  with  a fmail,  frequent,  contracted  pulfe, 
laffitude,  lofs  of  ftrength,  a very  troublefome 
weight  about  the  fcrobiadus  cordis ^ gaftrodyiiia^ 
naufea,  an  inclination  to  vomit,  nay  vomiting,  not 
only  of  the  ingefta,  but  likewife  of  yellow  bile ; 
fonietimes  however  without  vomiting.  By  degrees, 
the  trembling  and  rigor  fubfide  ; the  cold  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  exceifive  heat,  and  tke  palenefs  of  the 
face  by  fluihing  ; there  are  prefent  inte nfe  third;, 
anxiety,  difficulty  of  breathing,  panting,  a great 
propenfity  to  deep,  with  a high  pulfe,  often  a 
great,  violent,  hard,  frequent  one,  perturbation  of 
mind,  fometimes  delirium,  imperfefl:  fpeech,  as 
happens  in  flight  paralyfis  of  the  tongue.  The  fe“ 
ver  is  thus  protraCted,  either  always  increafing,like 
the  epacmaftica^  or  like  the  homotana^  or  acmajika^ 
obferving  the  fame  degree,  or  occafionally  being 
aggravated  with  new  acceffions,  until  the  eryfipe- 
las  appear  intirely.  Shortly,  however,  it  breaks  out 
towards  the  evening  of  the  firfl:  day,  or,  as  more 
frequently  happens,  of  the  fecond.  It  fometiraes 
fhews  itfelf  at  the  commencement  of  the -fever  ; 
at  other  times  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  f only, 
which  is  a more  uncommon  occurrence ; it  appears 
in  fome  part  of  the  body,  which  often  is  firfl:  af- 
fefted  with  fome  pain,  and  is  diftinguiffied  by 
the  appearance  of  a fhining  red  colour,  which,  e- 
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fpeclally  when  the  eryfipelas  is  about  to  break  out 
in  the  face,  according  toLe  Roy  |[,  is  feen  about 
the  nofe. 

* Hippocrat.  Epul.  I.  3.  and  Galen,  Comment.  3.  on  the 
fame,  n.  27.  p.  364.  in  i2mo.  edit,  where  the  following 
words  of  Hippocrates  are  to  be  found  : In  many  fevers, 

both  before  and  after  the  fever,  eryfipelas  took  place.” 

"I-  Meza,  (Compend.  med.  praEl.  fafc.  l.  c.  xvii.  156.), 
where  he  obferves,  “ fometimes  eryfipelas  arifes  without  any 
fever,”  &c.  Richa  afierts  the  fame  thing,  (Conjl.  epid.  Taur, 
alter.  8. 

J Van  Swieten,  § 593.  on  Boerhaave,  mentions  ‘‘  his  having 
feen  eryfipelas  break  out  in  a woman’s  arm  on  the  fifth  day  of 
the  fever,”  &c.  I myfelf  have  alfo  more  than  once  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  fuch  a flow  eruption  of  eryfipelas  In 
the  legs. 

j|  Melang.  p.  164. 

21.  So  foon,  then,  as  the  rednefs  appears  on 
the  (kin,  if  the  complaint  is  to  turn  out  mild,  the 
fever  likewife  begins  to  fubfide  fomewhat,  and  is 
gradually  leffened  as  the  eryfipelas  is  forced  out, 
difappearing  along  with  the  fleep,  delirium, 
vomiting,  and  other  fymptoms.  But  if  a more 
i'evere  complaint  is  lurking  in  the  fyftem,  or  its 
whole  force  has  not  been  carried  to  the  furface, 
after  a flight  and  fhort  remiflion,  the  fever  recurs, 
and  new  matter  being  propelled  to  the  furface,  it 
again  becomes  mild,  and  is  refolved,  the  fweat 
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flowing  in  the  mean  time,  and  thick  urine,  depo^* 
fiting  a fediment,  being  pafled 

. When  and  why 

ror  It  IS  a very  rare  occurrence  that  the  feveris  pro- 
the  fever  is  prolonged  beyond  the 
complete  eruption  of  the  eryfipelas,  unlefs  it  be 
of  the  phlegmonic^  inallgnant^  or  gangrenous  kind. 
In  the  former  cafe,  when  the  tumour  is  deeper 
feated,  and  does  not  grow  wdiite  on  being  prelTed, 
and  is  harder  in  confeqiience  of  the  congeftion 
of  blood,  refolution  can  fcarcely  be  expefted  ; 
and  it  therefore  remains,  that,  in  confeqiience 
of  the  inflammation  being  protradled,  and  flowly 
formed  into  an  abfcefs,  the  fever  ought  to  be  pro- 
traded  like  a fymptom.  In  the 

. A fymptom  of  ftt- 

other,  again,  gangrene  having  be-  ture  fuppuration 

1111»  gangrene, 

gun,  and  the  deleterious  matter 
palling  back  into  the  blood,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  fever  fhould  not  ceafe  but  wdth  life.  But 
when  the  fever  has  regularly  difappeared,  the 
rednefs  and  pain  of  the  part  remain,  but  gra- 
dually fubfide,  till  at  length,  on  the  feventh  or 
ninth  day,  they  altogether  difappear,  a fiirfura- 
ceous  defquammation  of  the  fcarf-ikin  afterv/ards 
taking  place.  In  the  epidemic  ery- 

r 1 ir  i Termination  of 

lipelas  wmich  Richa  j obierved,  an.  the  eryfipeias. 
1721,  at  Turin,  frequently  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  face,  or  fome  other  part  affededwith  the 
complaint,  beginning  to  fubfide,  the  bowels  were 
difordered,  and  a gentle  diarrhoea  lucceeding,  the 
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complaint  was  refolved  within  a very  few  days. 
In  not  a few  cafes,  at  the  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, blood  flowing  from  the  nofe  reftored  the 
health.  But  the  hemorrhage  was  preceded  by 
hardnefs,  pain,  and  fwelling  of  the  hypochondria, 
Intenfe  headach,  or  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  or  tinni- 
tus aurium. 

* Platner,  1.  c.  § 157*  f Conft,  epid.  Turin,  altera^  p.  8. 

22.  Almoft  every  part  of  the  body  is  liable  to 
eryfipelas,  but  efpecially  the  head,  neck,  arms, 
and  legs,  particularly  to  the  idiopathic  kind. 
When  the  head  is  afiecled  with  it,  it  frequently 
fpreads  over  the  forehead,  eye-brows,  nofe,  face, 
hairy  fcalp,  and  neck ; and  the  parts  are  at- 
tacked with  violent  and  lancinating  pains.  Nay, 
they  fometimes  become  enormouflyfwelled,  fothat 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  then  appears  deeper,  and  the 
flein  itfelf  becomes  rough  with  puftules  and  ve- 
ficles.  If  it  begins  from  one  or  other  ear,  it  firft 
excites  great  pain  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
then  fpreads  to  others  \ and,  when  it  has  reached 
the  palpebrse,  they  become  fo  Inflamed  with  an 
ccdematous  tumour,  as  nearly  to  conceal  the 
eyes  from  view.  Sometimes,  while  it  now  feems 
to  be  deferring  its  former  fituation,  making  a new 
attack  as  it  were,  it  fuddenly  falls  upon  the 
hairy  fcalp.  Frequently  the  complaint  prevails 
almoft  epidemically,  at  certain  times  of  the  year. 
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as  was  formerly  remarked  by  Hippocrates  But 
wherever  it  fettles,  it  is  attended  with  nearly  the 
fame  ly mptoms  which  I have  already  defcribed, 
and  proceeds  to  its  height,  remits  and  departs  in 
the  fame  manner.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it 
intirely  confifts  in  the  greater  or  leffer  injury  fuf- 
tamed  by  the  fundtions  peculiar  to  any  part.  It 
muft  alfo  be  carefully  remembered,  that  from  fre- 
quent obfervation  it  has  appeared,  if  eryfipelas 
be  about  to  affedl  the  lower  joints,  that  the  con- 
globate glands  of  the  thigh,  fituate  near  the  cru- 
ral veffels,  before  the  inflarnmation  appears,  are 
generally  affedted  with  flight  pain  and  fweUing  ; 
vrhile  the  axillary  and  cervical  ones  become  af- 
fedled,  if  the  complaint  threatens  to  attack  the 
arms,  or  upper  parts  of  the  body  f . 

* Lib,  3.  epid.  text.  2g,  where  he  fays,  « In  thefpring,  a great 
many  were  attacked  with  eryfipelas,  which  lafted  during  the 
fammer,  till  the  commencement  of  autumn,”  , - 

f I fuppofe  every  body  knows,  that  pain  of  the  Ikin,  lacera- 
tion, excoriation,  rednefs,  inflammation,  ulcers,  puftules,  and  o- 
ther  cutaneous  diforders,  are  fucceeded  by  fweliings  of  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  which  correfpond  with  the  affediied  limb,  and  are 
placed  above  the  parts  firfl  atTedled.  Thofe  who  know  the  begin- 
ning and  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veins  are  generally  of  opinion, 
that  fome  pus,  ichor,  or  other  noxious  fluid,  is  abforbed  by  the 
lymphatic  veins,  and  carried  to  the  i onglobate  glands,  to  which 
they  lead,occafioning  the  iweliing  and  pamin  them:  and  they  are 
certainly  in  the  right.  But  when  the  glands  fwell,  and  are  pain- 
ed, before  a fluid  can  be  fupplied  from  any  part,  from  whence 
can  the  fwelling  and  pain  be  derived  ? Do  the  arteries  carry  any 
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tiling  into  tlie  glands,  before  it  reaches  the  (kin,  by  which  they , 
are  made  to  fwell  ? Is  irritation  of  the  nerves  and  lymphatics: 
alone  fyflicient  ? The  veffels,  which  are  truly  lymphatic,  are  fo: 
irritable,  accordingto  Hewfoii  (Defiript.  of  lymphat,  fyftfi  that 
by  mere  irritation  they  are  rendered  red,  inflamed,  and  as  tenfe 
as  a cord. 

23.  All  authors,  both  ancient  and  modern,  a-- 
p-ree  that  the  furface  of  the  fkin  is  the  feat  of; 

O 

eryfipelas.  And  this,  they  lay,  appears,  i,  Be- 
caufe  the  fivin,  when  examined,  and  torn  from, 
the  fatty  matter  lying  below  it,  is  difcovered  to  1 
contain  the  whole  difeafe  ; nor  is  any  other  part: 
found  fwelled,  pained,  or  tenfe,  at  leaft  in  the  ge- 
nuine and  fimple  eryfipelas.  2.  Becaufe,  on  gan-' 
grene  fupervening,  it  alFedls  the  furface  of  the  fkini 
merely  5 nor  does  it  penetrate  deeper,  at  leaft  at 
firft.  3. Becaufe  the  rednefs  difappears  on  preflure^. . 
But  what  part  of  the  fkin  is  alfedled  in  particular, . 
is  not  equally  evident.  For  fome  fuppoie  the 
afFeiftion  to  exift  in  the  minute  fuperficial  veffels, 
impervious  to  the  blood  ; others  in  the  capillary 
veffels,  through  which  the  very  fine  halitus,  va- 
pour, orfweat  efcapes  ; others  in  the  glands,  or  fe- 
baceous  follicles  ; others  in  the  rete  mucofum  of; 
Malpighi,  and  fo  forth  f.  But  we  can  fcarcely  fiip- 
pofe  the  difeafe  to  exift  in  one  of  thefe  parts  with-  • 
out  the  others  being  affefted  by  confent ; fuch 
is  their  intimate  connedlion  and  complication. 
Therefore,  if  a perfon  pronounced  both  the  red  and  > 
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the  colourlefs  veflels^  and  the  cellular  membrane 
of  the  Ikin,  and  the  rete  mucofum,  to  be  affeaed, 
he  would  approach  nearer  to  the  truth.  For  how 
can  it  happen,  that,  In  confequence  of  preffure,  the 
red  fhould  readily  difappear,  that  it  fhould  often 
change  its  place,  occafion  phlya^n^,  or  re- 
femble  an  oedematous  fwelling,  unlefs  the  cellular 
membrane,  and  the  rete  mucofum,  by  which  the 
epidermis  is  conneded  with  the  cutis  vera,  were 
aneded  ? 

AftrucJ.c.  t-  Callifen,  I.  c.  p.  71.  Platner,  § 160. 
\ftruc.  1.  c,  Gorter.  1.  c.  § 1423. 

24.  Moreover,  the  pale  and  yellowifli  red  colour, 
vranilhing  on  preflure  ; the  itching ; acrid  heat ; 
the  pain,  which  is  rather  pungent 
than  ftounding  ; the  difeafe  readily  S?''" 
[hifting  its  fituation  ; the  rifmg  of 
blifters,  fuch  as  are  occafioned  by  fire  ; and  the 
Borid,  frothy  blood,  fcarcely  cohering;  all  of  which 
fymptoms  occur  generally  in  the  genuine  and 
primary  eryfipelas,  if  I miftake  not,  fufficiently 
evince  that  its  proximate  caufe  is  diphlogojis,  caiifed 
by  fome  thin,  warm,  acrid  humour,  very  like  that 
:alled  by  the  ancients  the  bilious  part  of  the  blood, 
generated  by  fome  means  internally,  affedlng 
firft  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  next  the  head  and  ar- 
teries, in  confequence  of  the  febrile  motion  gra- 
dually feparating  from  the  other  fluids,  and  forced 
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out  to  fome  part  of  the  flcin,  or  primarily  fixed 
there,  irritating  and  inflaming  particularly  the 
part  where  it  lurks.  And  that  it  is  fo  In  fadi 
Platner  * concludes  from  its  never  being  com 
coded  like  the  blood  in  true  inflammation,  nor 
being  converted  into  laudable  pus,  but,  unlefs  it 
be  difiipated,  being  rather  changed  into  fanies,  cor- 
roding the  Ikin,  and  occafioning  bad  ulcers. 

* L.  c.  § 1 6c.  Likewife  Gorter.  Chirurg,  1.  x.  c.  iv.  § 1429 
1431. 

25.  But,  if  a congeftion  of  that  fluid  occurs 
with  abundance  of  ferum,  or  with  a quantity  oi 
coagulated  blood,  it  will  give  rife  to  eryfipelas^ 
not  of  the  fimple  and  genuine  kind,  but  of  the 
ce demat ous  and  phlegmonic  fpecies.  And  the 
feirrhous  kind  will  take  place,  if  the  cellular  memn 
brane  and  capillary  velTels  are  filled  with  fome 
fluggifii  matter,  caufmg  a degree  of  rigidity  in 
the  fkin.  But  vrhen  the  acrimony  of  the  fluid 
has  acquired  fuch  force  as  to  deprive  the  nerves  of 
their  fenfibility,  and  the  velfels  and  fibres  of  their, 
irritability,  and  to  deftroy  tliem,  as  it  were,  v»^ith  a 
poifohous  pov/er,  malignant  and  gangrenous  eryfi-: 
pelas  will  be  the  confecpience.  Others  derive  it 
from  fuch  a congeftion  of  the  fluid  occurring, 
that  the  circulation  In  the  part  is  intirely  flopped 
by  it ; vv^hich,  I do  not  deny,  may  occafionally 
happen  from  fuch  a caufe. 
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, 26.  But  there  are  many  kinds  of  caufes,  which 
ither  prepare  this  humour  (15.),  or 

, V j ^ The  more  remote 

reate,  or  excite  it,  and  throw  it  into  caufes, 
aotion,  or  call  it  out  to  the  fuiface, 

•r  fix  it  fomewhere,  or  occafion  its  evolution, 
rhefe  are  alfo  called  remote,  or  predifpofing, 
)r  are  partly  inherent  in  the  body  itfelf,  and 
>artly  applied  to  it  externally.  The  chief  of 
bem  are  reckoned  to  be  the  fanguine,  or  chole- 
ic, temperament  j a corpulent,  or  cachetic^  ha- 
>it ; bad-conditioned  fluids  ; various  acrimonies, 
larticularly  any  oily,  fat,  and  rancid  one,  both 
ly  itfelf  and  combined  with  the  excrementitious 
natter  of  the  other  fluids  of  the  body  ^ ; indi- 
jeftion,  efpecially  proceeding  from  bile  ; abun- 
lance  or  agitation  of  the  bile  itfelf  f ; fupprellion 
>f  the  menfes,  piles,  or  any  ufual  evacuation  of 
>lood,  and  of  the  infenfible  perfpiration  ; meta- 
tafes  ; feurvy  ; dropfy  ; oedematous  fwellings  of 
he  legs  ; feirrhus  ; cancer  ; ulcers  5 acrid  things 
aken  into,  or  applied  to  the  body  ; the  abufe  of 
pirits  ; immoderate  exercife,  dilTolving  the  fat 
ind  raifing  the  acrimony  in  the  fluids  ; rough 
riftion  ; the  heat  of  the  fire  or  fun  ; any  kind  of 
rritation  of  the  fibres  of  the  flein,  both  from  an 
nternal  caufe,  as  acrid  lymph,  and  from  an  ex- 
crnal  one,  as  violent  compreflTion,  or  puncture ; 
uxations ; wounds  ; epifpaftics ; the  bites  of  in- 
feds  ; the  application  of  a cold  or  warm  body  J ; 

Y3 


34^ 


OF  ERYSIPELAS. 


violent  emotions  of  mind,  particularly  rage  and, 


terror 


; by  which  eryfipelas  is  not  only  exci- 
ted, but  even  occafionally  returns,  as  it  were  pe- 
riodically ; when  it  is  named  periodical. 


* Platner,  1.  c.  § i6o.  f Van  Swiet.  Com.  ^ 723.  J Nico- 
las, Manuel  du  Jeun.  chirurg.  p.  343.  ||  Platner,  1.  c.  § 159.; 

Callifen,  1.  c.  p.  7 1. 


THE  PROGNOSIS. 

27.  Eryfipelas  is  generally  efteemed  to  be  a 
complaint  of  little  corifequence  \ but  although  it 
be  often  harmlefs  and  falutary,  and  terminate  fa- 
vourably, it  is  not  alvfays  free  from  danger,  nor 
to  be  treated  altogether  lightly.  Nay,  Hoffman 
does  not  hefitate  to  compare  it  in  many  of  itS: 
fymptoms,  and  in  its  pernicious  nature,  to  the, 
peftilential  fever  itfelf.  The  fmiple,  benign, 
fixed,  and  accidental  fpecies,  and  fometimes  the. 
fymptomatic  one,  is  attended  with  lefs  danger ; 
than  that  which  is  combined,  malignant,  fpread- 
ing,  and  primary.  That  which  attacks  the  head, 
face,  eye-iids,  or  neck,  is  generally  efteemed  to  be . 
bad  'I'  5 foi  generally  the  firft  is  more  fevere, 
and  fometimes  affeds  the  brain  itfelf;  but  the. 
laft  affects  the  jugular  veins  and  larynx  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and,  as  it  were,  binds  them  fo  as  to  in- 
terrupt the  venous  return  and  the  freedom  of  re- 
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fplration.  And  the  danger  is  ftill  more  I'erious  if 
it  arife  from  an  interna!  caufe,  and  be  not  refolved 
within  feven  or  eight  days : for  fuppuration  may 
then  be  dreaded,  or  even  gangrene,  the  approach 
of  which  laft  is  indicated  by  hidden  ceafmg  of  the 
pain  and  rednefs,  and  by  phlydtamsc  arifing  on 
the  furface  of  the  fkin  j. 

* Med.fiji.  tom.  iv.  feO:.  i.  c.  xiii.  f Plainer,  1.  c.  § l6l. 
ij:  Nicolas,  1.  c.  p.  344. 

28.  Le  Roy,  however,  differs  in  opinion  from 
all  other  writers.  For,  trufting  intirely  to  his 
own  experience,  he  pronounces  ery- 
fipelas  of  the  face  to  be  altogether 
benign  and  falutary,  and  fays  that 
it  goes  on  like  a favourable  crifis,  attaining  its 
acme  within  three  or  four  days  ; but  that,  on  a 
full  eruption  breaking  out,  the  fever  and  all  the 
other  fymptoms  are  wonderfully  diminifhed,  and 
fometimes  ceale  intirely  ; after  which  tne  rednefs 
and  tumour  are  gradually  difcuffed ; and,  laflly,  a 
defquamation  of  the  epidermis  takes  place On 
the  other  hand,  he  does  not  confider  that  one  as 
equally  harmlefs  and  critical,  which  attacks  the  legs, 
attended  v/ith  acute  fever,  and  which  occurs  in 
old  men,  or  people  with  bad  fluids,  as  it  is  very 
apt  frequently  to  terminate  in  gangrene,  or  dange- 
rous abfcefles.  But  though  this  be  generally  the 
cafe,  the  fame  fpecies  of  eryfipelas  of  the  face  may 
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neverthelefs  fometimes  pafs  into  gangrene,  as  Sy- 
denham informs  us  f , that  every  kind  of  eryfi- 
pelas,  whatever  part  it  attacks,  is  liable  to  this 
fatal  termination. 

* Melang.  De  phyfiq,  et  de  med.  p.  164. 
f Sedi.  vi.  cap.  vi.  p.  322. 

29,  Generally  that  kind  of  eryfipelas  which  is 
attended  v^ith  a bad  and  dangerous  fever,  or  is 
malignant,  or  partakes  of  the  nature  of  phlegmon, 
or  fupervenes  upon  other  bad  difeafes,  is  not  free 
from  danger,  as  it  generally  terminates  in  gan- 
grene, or  abfcefs.  Putrefadlion^  or 
^p7og°nofticL'*  fuppiiration ^ as  Hippocrates  ob- 
ferves  arifing  from  eryfipelas,  are 
unfavourable.  Like  wife,  if  the  eryfipelas  is  forced 
in,  as  not  unfrequently  happens,  a fatal  phreni- 
tis, or  peripneumony,  and  other  dangerous  diL 
eafes,  are  the  confequences.  Which  Hippocrates 
had  already  cbferved,  for  he  has  wu'itten : Ery- 
fipelas being  forced  inwards  is  a bad  fymptom ; 
but  when  it  is  forced  out  from  the  internal  parts, 
we  may  draw  a favourable  conclufion  f .”  But 
the  author  of  the  CoacceX  has  fpoken  much  more 
decidedly.  He  obferves : Eryfipelas  externally 
fituate  is  favourable ; but  its  retiring  inwards  is  a 
fatal  fymptom.  The  proof  of  which  is,  that 
when  the  rcdnefs  difappears,  anxiety  and  dyfp- 
noea  fucceed.’’ 

* Se6t.  vii.  aph,  20.  f Sect.  vi.  aph.  25.  f N.  36(), 
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30.  The  ftrlkhig  in  of  eryfipelas,  however,  is 
not  always  attended  with  danger,  according  to 
Van  Swieten  ^ ; although  the  obfervadon  of  Sy- 
denham, which  he  quotes,  does  not  point  out  ge- 
nuine eryfipelas,  nor  feem  to  apply  properly  to  its 
retiring  inwards  : but  though  it  may  fometimes 
happen  that  the  eryfipelas  retiring,  or  being  forced 
inwards,  may  be  overcome  by  the  vital  powers, 
or  again  driven  out  ; yet  fuch  a 

^ n r A.  r The  metaftafis  of 

metaitaiis  ought  to  occalion  appre-  eryfipelas. 
henfion,  and  to  excite  the  phyfi- 
cian’s  attention,  that  he  may  not  be  furprifed 
by  the  hidden  death  of  the  patient  when  he 
is  leaft  expelling  fuch  a catafcrophe.  It  like- 
wife  occafionally  happens,  that  the  fever,  which 
attempts  the  eruption  of  eryfipelas,  is  pro- 
trailed  for  fome  time  without  attaining  its  end* 
In  that  cafe  the  eryfipelatous  matter  being  car- 
ried to  the  brain  or  lungs  creates  another  kind 
of  complaint,  the  danger  of  which  is  proportioned 
to  the  interior  fituation  and  importance  of  the 
part  which  is  attacked  by  it. 

* L.  c. 
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THE  CURE. 

31,  With  refpect  to  the  cure,  it  ought  to  vary, 
according  to  the  variety  of  the  origin,  nature,  and 
violence  of  the  complaint.  In  the  genuine  and 
primary  eryfipelas,  fucceeding  to  fevers,  as  na- 
ture, by  the  febrile  motion,  (which  Hoffman 
Platner  f,  Le  Roy  Jaubert  ||,  and  other  writers 
of  the  greateft  authority  very  properly  fuppofe), 
attempts  to*  free  itfelf  from  fome  depraved  and 
noxious  humour,  and  is  wholly  bent  on  forcing 
it  to  the  furface  ; it  follows,  that  the  phyfician, 
who  is  the  coadjutor  of  nature,  fhould  diredt  his 
attention  intirely  to  the  fame  object,  regulating 
that  motion  by  the  patient’s  ftrength,  as  either 
excefs.or  defedl  of  it  would  make  him  mifs  his 
aim.  Let  him,  therefore,  inquire  whether  bleed- 
ing, which  generally  affords  the  moft  immediate 

relief,  be  admiffible.  But  authors 

A difference  of  . , 

opinion  about  are  by  no  means  agreed  concerning 

propriety  of  it.  Some,  who 
confider  eryfipelas  as  adual  inflammation,  not 
only  approve  of  bleeding,  but  even  advife  its 
being  frequently  repeated.  Among  thefe  the 
principal  is  Aflruc  §,  who  advifes  the  opening  of 
a vein  five  or  fix  times,  to  refolve  primary  eryfi- 
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pelas ; nor  would  he  be  lefs  profufe  in  the  drawing 
of  blood  to  difcufs  the  fecondary,  or  fymptomatic, 
kind,  if  he  did  not  think  that  that  had  already 
been  done  v/ith  a view  to  remove  the  primary 
complaint.  Others,  again,  who  make  a diftinction 
between  phlegmon  and  eryfipelas,  fuppofmg  that 
in  the  latter  the  greatefl;  tenuity  of  the  blood  is  pre- 
fent,  arifing  from  fome  acrid  and  diflblving  prin- 
ciple, rejedl  venefeftion  as  hurtful  ^ ; or  at  leaft, 
if  it  be  ever  admitted,  recommend  the  fparing 
ufe  of  it. 

* L.  c.  f L.  c.  L,  c.  j|  Aian.  de  la  Societe 

Rcyal^  de  medic,  annee  1776,  p.  529.  § De  tumor ^ 1.  2.  c.  i. 

р.  dp.  edit.  Venet.  ^ Gorter,  Chirurg.  repurgat,  lib.  10. 

с.  4*  1443* 

32.  But  while  they  are  thus  divided  in  opi» 
nion,  I fhall  freely  declare  the 

•I  . I’lT.'L*!  liL.  When  it  is  to  be 

mode  in  wmich  i think  vre  ought  employed, 
to  proceed.  If  the  fever,  therefore, 
be  very  violent,  if  plethora  be  prefent,  and  retard 
the  operations  of  nature  ; if  the  patient  be  of  the 
fanguine  temperament  3 if  the  pulfe  be  found 
great,  ftrong,  and  hard,  accompanied  with  head- 
ach  and  difficulty  of  breathing  ; immediately  after 
the  febrile  ffiivering  and  rigor  have  given  way  to 
the  heat,  and  before  the  appearance  of  the  eryfi- 
pelas,  or  before  the  completion  of  the  eruption, 
we  ought  to  relieve  nature  by  means  of  bleeding, 
that  the  violence  of  the  fever  being  in  fome  mea- 
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fare  allayed,  and  the  cohefion  of  the  blood  being 
weakened,  and  its  paflages  laid  open,  the  acrid 
eryfipelatous  humour  may  more  readily  difengage 
itfelf,  and  pafs  outwards. 

33.  Nay,  after  bleeding,  if  the  fymptoms  ftill 
continue  urgent,  or  the  eruption  is  flow  of  ap- 
pearing, which  often  happens,  the 

When  it  ought  to  j n.  v ^ j 

be  repeated,  remedy  mult  be  repeated,  parti- 
cularly when  the  blood  firft  drawn 
has  exhibited  the  bufly  coat.  And  this  like- 
wife  muft  not  be  omitted,  when  the  complaint 
has  attacked  the  head,  face,  or  neck,  if  the  bleed- 
ing has  not  been  already  fufficiently  employed  ; 
or  when  the  complaint  is  of  the  phlegmonic  kind, 
and  neither  the  fever  nor  other  fymptoms  remit 
after  its  eruption  ; for  in  that  cafe  it  muft  be  cau- 
tioufly  treated  like  actual  inflammation. 

34.  On  the  other  hand,  when  inanition  is  pre- 
fent,  when  the  temperament  and  habit  of  body 

oppofe  it,  when  the  fever  is  mild, 
be  omitted.  attended  with  no  levere  lymp- 

toms,  or  the  vital  powers  are  lan- 
guid, accompanied  with  neither  great  nor  ftrong 
pulfe  ; or  ail  the  fymptoms,  on  the  appearance  of 
the  eryfipelas,  proceed  more  gently,  or  the  eryfi- 
pelas  is  flight,  genuine,  or  accidental,  or  it  is  very 
malignant^  carbunculous^  or  necrotic^  or  it  is  com- 
bined with  malignant  and  putrid  difeafes,  or  with 
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349 

confirmed  fcurvy,  chachexy,  and  dropfy  ; bleed- 
ing ought  to  be  omitted  as  quite  unneceffaryj  or 
avoided  as  hurtful  and  pernicious. 

35.  It  is  likev/ife  of  much  confequence  to  at- 
tend carefully  to  the  ftateof  the  blood 
when  drawn.  For  if  it  appears  florid, 
thin,  bilious,  and  diffolved,  it  ought 
to  be  drawn  fparingly  ; but,  if  it  ap- 
pears otherwife,  it  may  be  let  more 
fparingly.  If  alfo  it  may  be  conjectured,  from 
the  preceding  fymtoms,  that  acrimony  of  the 
blood  - predominates  too  much  ; if  the  red- 
nefs  and  heat  are  not  great ; if  the  eryfipelas 
appear  frequently  to  fhift  its  place  ; if  the  urine 
is  pafled  thin,  crude,  watery,  or  yellowifh-colour- 
ed,  and  it  depofits  no  fediment ; if  the  pulfe  is 
irregular,  hard,  but  not  full  and  flrong;  the  phy- 
fician  ought  to  be  extremely  careful  in  determin- 
ing upon  bleeding,  left  he  render  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint  worfe,  or  check  the  critical  efforts  of 
the  fyflem,  or  occafion  a metaftafis  to  the  internal 
parts. 

36.  Moreover,  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 

we  ought  to  inquire  carefully  whether  the  primce 
vice  abound  with  fordes,  efpecially  ^ ^ ^ 

of  the  bilious  kind,  and  whether  or  purging  is  to  be 
not  the  bowels  are  regular  ; that  the 

former  may  be  occafionally  evacuated,  and  the 
latter  relaxed.  Aftruc  ^ recommends  emetics 
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and  cathartics,  particularly  in  the  fpecles  of  eryfi- 
pelas  afFedting  the  head  and  face.  Le  Roy  alfo 
affirms,  that  emetics  are  iifeful  when  the  patient 
is  diftreiTed  with  naufea  and  vomiting  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  complaint  But,  in  the  cafe  of 
violent  fpafms  being  prefent,  although  a collu- 
vies of  bile  and  a putrid  depravation  of  the  fluids 
be  prefent  in  the  fyftem,  it  will  be  better  to  pro- 
mote vomiting  by  watery,  tepid  drink,  fweetened 
with  honey,  than  to  have  recoiirfe  to  an  acrid  me- 
dicine, which  would  be  extremely  hurtful,  efpe- 
cially  if  a fit  of  anger  has  been  the  remote  caufe  of 
the  dlfeafe:j;;  but  it  will  be  better  to  relax  the  belly 
byinjedlions,  than  irritate  it  by  means  of  cathartics. 
‘Still,  if' the  fordes  in  the  alimentary  canal  feeni  to 
require  any  more  adfive  medicine  ; in  that  cafe,  af- 
ter bleeding,  the  belly  ought  to  be  purged  by  means 
of  a decodion  of  tamarinds,  or  cream  of  tartar,  or 
fome  neutral  fal  diluted  Vvith  a great  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, or  a fimilar  bland  eccoprotic,  before  the  erup- 
tion lias  made  its  appearance.  For,  on  Its  breaking 
out,  the  belly  muft  be  purged  mdth  the  utmoft 
caution,  and  only  when  fymptoms  of  a putrid 
and  bilious  colluvies  are  prefent,  or  the  quantity 
of  vitiated  fluid  feems  to  prolong  the  difeafe, 
or  the  neceffity  of  occafioning  revulfion  from  the 
head,  when  it  is  much  affeded,  or  fwelled,  re- 
quires fpeedy  aid,  and  letting  of  blood  cannot  be 
fuffidently  trufted  to.  Otherwife  it  might  be  appre- 
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hended  that  rafhly  purging  the  belly  might  de« 
range  the  operations  of  nature,  or  drive  the  ery- 
fipelas  inwards.  But  on  its  beginning  to  be  re- 
folved,  and  drawing  to  a termination,  we  may 
excite  the  belly  more  boldly,  and,  in  this  way, 
epicratically  and  gently  purge  off  the  remains  of 
the  morbific  matter. 

* L.  c.  f L.  c.  J HofFman.  DiJJert,  de  medicina 
emetica^  et  purgante  poft  iram  veneno^  oper.  T.  vi.  p.  291. 

37.  But  the  feparation  and  excretion  of  the  mu- 
cous fluid,  which  nature  expels, 

‘ , _ mn  1 1 n How  the  eruption 

ought  ilkewiie  to  be  aiiiited  by  reit  ought  to  be  fup- 
in  the  bed  ; by  watery,  cooling,  and 
gently  diaphoretic  drink ; to  which,  when  the 
heat  and  motion  of  the  blood,  or  inteftines,  are 
exceffive,  citron  or  melon  juice,  with  a little 
fugar,  may  be  added,  or  feme  vinegar  and  ho- 
ney, which  are  more  eafily  procured  by  the 
poorer  clafles.  A decofiion  of  barley  proves  di- 
luent and  correfliing  ; an  infufion  of  elder-berry 
flowers,  or  teil-tree,  is  very  gently  refolving,  and 
promotes  the  fweat,  particularly  if  taken  luke- 
warm. When  the  eryfipelatous  heat  and  fever 
abate,  and  the  fweat  begins  to  flow,  we  muft 
caufe  its  univerfai  diiTufion,  which  is  beft  eiFeded 
by  means  of  warm  drink,  by  reft,  and  cautioufly 
increafing  the  number  of  bed-cloaths.  And  the 
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a£tIoii  of  thefe  mull  be  kept  up  by  weak,  fluid, 
and  cooling  diet. 

38.  Many  external  applications  are  propofed  by 
writers,  particularly  furgeons ; but  moft  of  them 

appear  to  me,  if  not  hurtful,  at  leaft 
fuperfluous.  It  is  generally  fuffl- 
cient  to  defend  the  part  from  cold, 
or  the  contaft  of  the  air,  as  well  as  from  things 
which  are  too  warm.  Thus  the  humour  is  gra- 
dually refolved,  and  paffes  through  the  pores  of 
the  fkin.  If  there  is  a fevere  pain  in  the  part, 
it  mufl:  be  fomented  w'ith  rags  dipped  in  warm 
aqua  fpermatis  ranarum,  or  a decoftion  of  elder- 
berry flowers,  or  mallows,  and  occafionally 
renewed  when  they  become  cold  or  dry.  If 
there  be  more  occafion  for  demulcent  remedies, 
fome  new  milk  may  be  advantageoufly  mixed 
with  the  decoclion.  If  the  rednefs  and  heat  are 
very  urgent,  efpecially  when  the  difeafe  is  of 
long  ftanding,  and  difficultly  difcuffed,  in  place 
of  the  milk  fome  of  the  beft  vinegar  is  added, 
wdrich  checks  the  heat,  and  proves  more  power- 
fully refolving.  Neverthelefs,  if  the 

When  incifions  r i • , t • «n  i t 

sre  to  be  made,  crylipelas  IS  nct  diminifhed  on  the 

feventh,  eighth,  ninth,  or  tenth  day, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the  approach  of 
mortification,  on  account  of  the  excelfive  fulnefs 
and  diftenfion  of  the  fkin,  fome  advife  having  re- 
courfe  to  frequent  incifions  5 w^hich  will  be  ftili 
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more  neceffary,  if  its  colour  has  begun  to  change 
to  purple  or  livid. 

39.  In  the  phlegmonic  eryfipelas,  if  refolving 
means,  repeated  bleeding,  purging,  and  the 
other  remedies,  prove  unfuccefsful, 

n . r 1 • 1 r r How  the  fuppura- 

we  mutt  wait  tor  the  arrival  ot  iup-  tion  is  to  be 

• r Tf'n  1*1  1 1 trcstcd* 

puration*  1 hat  this  has  already 
taken  place,  is  indicated  by  throbbing  pain,  and 
manifeft  fwelling  in  a particular  part,  and  a con« 
tinuance  of  the  exacerbation  and  remiffion  of  the 
fever.  When  it  happens,  poultices  made  of 
bread,  and  of  the  leaves  of  mallows  boiled  in 
milk,  muft  be  applied  to  the  part,  until,  an 
evident  fluctuation  of  pus  taking  place,  the  ab» 
fcefs  may  be  opened  by  the  lancet ; in  which 
cafe  the  remainder  of  the  cure  ought  to  be  in- 
trufted  to  the  furgeon.  The  whole  bufmefs,  alfo, 
ought  to  be  left  to  him  when  the'  puftules  on  the 
furface,  or  external  fuppuration,  have  degenera- 
ted into  a troublefome  and  obftinate  ulcer.  But 
while  we  attend  to  the  external  cure,  and  the  ul- 
cer becomes  cleaner,  and  dries,  we  muft  not  at  the 
fame  time  negleCt  the  internal  means  to  be  em- 
ployed, according  to  the  various  caufes  of  the 
difeafe. 

40.  In  the  oedematous  eryfipelas.  It  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  foment  the  part  fimply 

. r 1 n Cure  of  the  oede- 

with  a decoflion  of  elder-berry  flow-  matous  eryfipe» 

las. 

ers,  and  chamomile.  But  if  the 

Voi,.  II. 


354 


OF  ERYSIPELAS» 

prefence  of  exceffive  laxity  be  fufpefted,  we  may 
add  to  it  a fmall  quantity  of  camphor  ; or,  laflly, 
bags,  containing  the  flour  of  beans,  or  barley, 
warm;  or  the  powder  of  elder-berry  flowers  may 
be  applied  to  the  part,  Likewife  lime-water  proves 
remarkably  difcufling  and  refolving.  But  we 
imift  proceed  flowly  to  refolving  and  repreffing 
means;  for,  if  the  difeafe  be  difcuflfed  too  foon,  it 
runs  the  rifk  of  being  forced  inwards,  to  the  im- 
minent hazard  of  the  patient.  On  which  ac- 
count it  is  proper  to  avoid  cold,  aftringent  reme- 
dies, or  fuch  as  obftrud:  the  pores  of  the  fkin, 
although  generally  recommended  by  authors. 
But  if  they  may  be  ever  admitted  with  propriety, 
it  will  be  only  when  the  eryfipelas  has  gone 
through  its  different  ftages,  and  mere  atony  and 
laxity  of  the  parts  remain. 

41.  But  if  the  fluid,  which  occafions  eryfipelas, 
be  very  acrid,  and  almoft  of  a poifonous  nature, 

occafioning  a livid  or  black  colour 
nant  fpecies.  the  parts,  or  giving  rile  to  black- 

coloured  phlyftjen^,  pointing  out 
the  approach  of  gangrene,  as  fometimes  happens 
within  a few  hours  in  the  malignant  and  carbun^ 
culous  fpecies,  we  muft  then,  wdth  all  manner  of 
difpatch,  open  a paffage  for  the  poifonous  fluid  by 
fcarifications*,  employing,  both  Internally  and  ex- 
ternally, alexipharmacs  and  antifeptics,  the  chief 
of  which  are  Peruvian  bark,  fnake-root,  cam-? 
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plior,  fpirkus  Mindereri,  the  London  elixir  of 
vitriol,  and  refinous  balfamic  remedies  externally. 
But  in  this  cafe,  likewife,  the  treatment  of  the 
complaint  is  more  properly  the  province  of  the 
furgeon. 

Not  only  in  the  malignant  and  carhimculous  fpecies  of  eryfipe» 
las  are  Icarifications  indicated,  but  alfo  in  that  where  the  Ikin 
is  opprcffed  with  the  load,  and  becomes  fwoln.  Freind  ( Htfl, 
med.  ed.  p.  29*)  recommends  them  as  the  remedy  afFording  more 
immediate  relief ; his  words  are  : In  eryfipelas  particularly, 
but  in  other  cafes  likewife,  where  inflammation  is  prefent, 
we  learn  from  experience,  that,  by  fcarification  of  the  part, 
when  the  membranes,  opprelTed  with  their  load,  appear  thicken- 
ed, the  complaint  frequently  intireiy  difappears  with  amazing 
rapidity.’’ 


42.  The  plan  to  be  adopted  with  refped:  to 
the  accidental  fpecies  of  the  com- 

1 • , .11  1*1  r 1 Cure  of  the  acci- 

plaint,  v^nii  appear  readily  irom  what  dental  & fmyp- 
has  already  been  faid.  In  general 
it  is  neceffary  to  remove  the  caiifes,  and  gently  to 
difcLifs  and  affuage  the  phlogofis  arifing  from  them, 
which  being  but  flight,  is  more  eafily  refolved. 
It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  concern- 
ing the  fymptomatic  fpecies,  as  its  cure  intireiy  de- 
pends on  the  removal  of  the  primary  complaint. 
Lryfipelas,  when  it  ftrikes  in,  as  not  unfrequently 
happens,  requires  bleeding,  both  dry  and  wet 
cupping-glaffes,  epifpaftics,  blifters,  fomentations, 
the  bath,  diaphoretics,  and,  if  thefe  do  not  prove 
ferviceable,  and  call  forth  the  eruption,  likewife 
cathartics.  ' 

Z 2 
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43.  It  often  happens,  that  thofe  who  have  once 
had  an  attack  of  eryfipelas  on  any  flight  occafion 

are  liable  to  a relapfe  of  it,  and  that 

The  prophylaxis.  . • i- 

this  happens  as  it  were  perioaicaily. 
Many  means  are  propofed  by  different  people  to 
prevent  its  recurrence.  It  is  neceffary,  however, 
to  inquire  into  the  particular  remote  caufes  of 
each  fpecies  of  the  complaint ; on  afcertainiog 
v/hicli,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  decide  upon  the 
proper  preventatives.  In  general,  antiphlogiftic 
and  cooling  means,  efpecially  whey,  the  juice  of 
fuccory,  fumitory,  taraxacum,  nafturtium  aqua- 
ticum (nofe-fmart),  medicated  waters,  bathing 
in  frefh-river  water,  and,  above  all,  refrigerant 
cathartics  occafionally  repeated,  are  preferable  to 

all  other  remedies.  Alfo  cauteries. 

How  to  cure  r . j * i 

the  (Edematous  letoiis,  and  Other  running  ulcers, 

have  been  known  to  prove  of  mate- 
rial  fervice.  After  the  complaint  be- 
ing removed,  the  legs  generally  remain  ftill  liable 
to  an  oedematous  fwelling.  We  guard  againft 
this  mifchief  by  means  of  coverings  made  of 
hcmp-cloth,  or  dog’s  (kin  properly  prepared,  and 
exactly  adapted  to  the  naked  legs  when  fwelled 
in  the  morning,  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  re- 
laxed parts ; by  diuretics  and  hydrogogues,  to 
occafion  revulfion  and  derivation  of  the  humours ; 
and,  by  means  of  difeuffing  and  ftrengthening  to- 
pied  applications,  to  corred  the  atony,  I know 
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phyficians  and  furgeons,  men  in  other  refpefts 
not  ignorant  of  their  profeffion,  who  highly  dit- 
approve  of  the  coverings  for  the  legs  already 
mentioned.  But,  with  fubmilFion  to  them, 
when  an  oedematous  fwelling  of  the  legs  arifes 
from  this  caufe  only,  and  does  not  depend  on  a 
bad  ftate  of  the  whole  body,  whatever  be  their 
apprehenfion,  it  merits  no  regard,  as  I never 
knew  any  bad  confequence  to  refult  from  their 
life. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

OF  THE  IGNIS  SACER,  CALLED  ZOSTER, 

OR  ZONA 

44.  There  is  a kind  of  eruption,  affedting  the 
external  parts  of  the  body,  fometimes  conjoined 
with  fever  or  fucceeding  it,  and  very  little  known, 
which,  on  account  of  fome  authors  fuppofing  it 
to  have  a great  refemblance  to  eryfipelas,  and 
ranking  it  among  the  exanthematic  febrile  difeafes, 
can  by  no  means  be  palTed  over  in  this  place. 
But  the  ancients  have  treated  of  it  with  fuch  ob- 
fcurlty  and  brevity,  that  it  may  lie  ftill  difputed, 
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whether  or  not  it  was  really  known  to  them.  We 
miiit,  perhaps,  except  Piiny,  who,  although  very 
briefly,  makes  mention  of  a fpecies  of  the  ignis 
facer,  called  zofler,  or  zona,  having  a great  refem- 
blance  to  the  prefent  difeafe  f.  But  Celfus  J has 
defcribed  two  fpecies  of  the  ignis  facer  ^ the  firft  of 
which  is  efteemed  by  Gorter  to  be  the  fame  as 
the  erfipelas  bullofum  || , but  the  latter  the  fame  as 
the  eryfipelas  ulcerofutn  § ; nor  does  Lommius  ^ dif- 
agree  with  Gorter,  who  feems  to  clafs  this  ignis 
facer ^ along  with  Celfus  am.ongthe  bad  ulcers. 
Hoffman  alfo  is  of  this  opinion  f f , that  that  dif- 
eafe is  referable  to  a peculiar  kind  of  eryfipelas, 
and  Lorry  induced  by  the  authority  of  Ga- 
len II II,  has  adopted  the  fame  opinion.  Many,  as 
Gorter  himfelf  confefTes,  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
ought  to  be  clafled  among  the  different  fpecies  of 
herpes,  and  fome  of  them,  as  Plater  §§  and  Tub 
pius  do  not  hefitate  to  refer  it  to  the  fpecies 
of  herpes  called  efthiomenos  or  exedens.  Nor  does 
Piatner  differ  in  opinion  from  them,  as  he 
has  written,  that  that  rare  difeafe,  called  by  the 
ancients  zofter,  zona,  or  herpes,  may  be  referred  to 
eryfipelas.”  But  De  Haen,  who  aflerts,  that  he  has 
frequently  feeii  it,  as  it  is  here  defcribed,  in  Hol- 
land, and  once  alfo  at  Vienna,  intirely  doubts  its 
having  been  known  to  the  ancients,  and  diftin- 
guiilied  by  a particular  name  ; or  that  it  is  really 
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to  be  confidered  as  the  difeafe  commonly  called 
ignis  face7\  or  St  Anthony’s  fire,  contending  with 
reafon,  as  I think  f f f,  that  the  true  meaning  of 
thefe  words  does  not  appear  to  be  fufficiently 
known  Xtt- 

* or  ill  Greek  ; cingulum,  or  fafcia,  in  Latin. 

f Nat.  hift.  1.  26.  c.  II.  where  he  obferves : “ There  are 
feveral  kinds  of  ignis  facer ; among  the  reft  is  that  which  fur- 
rounds  the  patient  in  the  middle,  named  zofter,  and  which 
proves  fatal,  if  it  furrounds  him.” 

L.  c.  28.  ^ 4* 

({  Chirurg.  repur g.  § 1420. 

§ Ib.  § 1421. 

^ Ohs.  med.  1.  2.  De  vitiis y qua  fion  cert.  part.  aliq.  fed  variam 
occupant,  where  he  obferves  : ‘‘  But  when  the  eryfipelas  is  at- 
tended with  ulcers,  which  is  properly  called  ignis  facer,  fome- 
times  the  furface  of  the  (kin  is  affected,”  &c. 

**  L.  c. 

•|-f  Oper.  omn.  T.  4.  p.  i.  fedf.  i.  c.  xiii.  § 6. 

De  morb.  cutan.  P.  i.  fe(£l.  ii.  c.  i.  art.  ii.  De  facro  igne^  et 
%ona  facri  igfiis  fpecicy  p.  40 1. 

lill  Ibid. 

§§  Oper.  omn.  T.  ii.  p.  23.  where  it  is  defcribed  under  the 
name  of  macula  lata^  ox  papula  f era. 

^51  Obs.  med.  1.  hi.  c.  xliv,  where  the  name  of  exedens  pracor- 
dia  herpes  is  beftowed  on  it'. 

Inft.  chir.  rat.  § 166, 

Thef.  de  Febrib.  divif.  vi.  § 7.  p.  3. 

Cohcerning  St  Anthonf  s fircy  the  worft  kind  of  ignis  facery 
a moft  complete  treatife  may  be  confulted  in  the  Mem.  de  la  So- 
ciete  Royafcy  de  Medecine^  vol.  vi.  p.  260,  in  which  it  is  determined 
by  four  celebrated  men,  Juffieu,  Paulet,  Saillant,  and  Teffier, 
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that  that  clifeafe  is  the  dry  gangrene^  or  Necrofis  of  Savages, 
fometimes  alfo  the  humid  one  of  Quefnay,  as  has  been  fhev/ii  by 
various  examples  and  hiftories  adduced  from  different  quarters. 


An  obfervatipn 
of  Tulpius. 


45.  But  the  true  nature  of  this  affedlion,  and 
the  diagnoftic  marks,  by  which  it  is  diflinguifhed 
from  fimilar  difeafes,  will  beft  appear,  firft  by 
briefly  adducing  one  or  two  hiftories  of  the  com- 
plaint given  by  others,  and  next  by  placing  before 
the  eyes  of  my  readers  a fuller  defeription,  col- 
leding  together  all  the  phoenomena  which  I my- 
felf  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving.  ‘‘  A 

man  of  full  habit  of  body,  and 
warm  liver,  was  feized  with  a vio- 
lent pain  about  the  prsecordia,  ac- 
companied with  fmart  itching,  and  thick  clufters 
of  puftules,  at  firft  red,  foon  growing  white,  and 
a black  cruft  appearing  on  each  of  them  ; which 
being  feparated  by  a proper  liniment,  each  of  them 
degenerated  into  a wet  ulcer,  attended  with  acrid 
pain,  and  a flow  of  fweat,  and  fuch  a violent  ftri- 
king  in  of  the  purulent  matter,  that  fainting  was 
frequently  occafioned,  as  if  the  mind  itfelf  had 
been  affeded  by  fome  contagious  peftilence 

* Ex  Tulpio  Hoffman,  1.  c.  obferv.  vi.  on  epicr.  p.  104. 
edit.  Genev. 


46.  After  Tulpius,  Hoffman  * makes  the  follow- 
ing obfervation,  ‘‘  A diftingiiifhed  profefforj 
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upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  frequently  attacked  with 
a fcorbutic  purple  fever,  after  ex- 
pofure  to  great  cold,  was  affedhed  with  fuddeii 
languor,  reflleiTnefs,  want  of  fleep  and  appetite, 
fhivering  and  heat,  to  which  was  added  a certain 
degree  of  mental  derangement.  Thefe  fymptoms 
lafted  nearly  three  days,  which  being  elafped,  on 
the  preceding  night  he  felt  an  iofulferable  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  prseconJla,  extending  all  the 
way  to  the  back.  On  infpedliog  the  part  in  the 
morning,  there  appeared  an  imufual  eruption, 
namely,  a red  area,  extending  like  a belt  from  the 
prtecordia  to  the  back,  crowded  with  puftules, part- 
ly white,  and  partly  of  a blackilh  red.  Afterwards 
an  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  took  place,  except*” 
ing  an  exquifitely  acute  pain,  fo  intenfe  as  to  de-” 
prive  him  of  fleep,  and  not  tofufter  the  part  affedled 
being  touched.  The  phyficlans  who  were  called  in 
could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  the  cafe,  but  fuppo- 
fed  it  to  be  a peculiar  kind  of  purple  fever,  or  fome 
kind  of  fcorbutic  eruption.  But  I immediately  re- 
cognifed  in  it  a bad  fpecles  of  eryfipelas,  and  em- 
ployed internally  gentle  diaphoretics,  and  exter- 
nally, towards  the  end  of  the  complaint,  oil  of 
eggs,  and  after  ufmg  it  the  pain  was  allayed  with- 
in a fortnight,  the  puftuies  dried,  the  cuticle  beco- 
ming rough,  cracked,  and  falling  off  in  fcalesd* 

* L.  c.  obfcrv.  vi. 
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De  Haen,  who  had  frequently  feen  this  difeafe 
among  the  Dutch,  obferves  ^ “ Once  I had  an 

opportunity,  at  Vienna,  of  fhswing 

De  TIaen’s  obfer-  . ^ •1  ^ ^ t ^ 

vation.  to  my  pupils.  Contrary  to  what 

had  ever  happened  to  me  before,  in 
the  face  alone.  For  formerly,  as  far  as  I have 
been  taught  by  numerous  cafes  of  the  difeafe, 
only  one  fide  of  the  abdomen,  after  a fever, 
not  unfrequently  pretty  violent,  on  the  firft,  fe- 
cond,  or  third  day  was  covered  with  red  fpots, 
foon  acquiring  great  magnitude,  and  accompa- 
nied with  pain,  refembling  large  diftincl,  vario» 
lous  puftules,  but  more  raifed,  and  cluftered  toge- 
ther in  different  parts,  leaving  great  interftices 
between  them  : with  this  remarkable  charadle- 
riftic,  that  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  body  they 
never  paffed  the  linea  alba,  nor  on  the  back 
the  fpine.  Moreover,  in  the  diftance  between 
the  linea  alba  and  the  fpine  of  the  back,  are  fome- 
times  obferved  a few  infulated  clufters  of  pu- 
ftules, at  other  times  many,  fometimes,  alfo,  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  a zone,  a fpan  in  breadth,  with 
only  a few  difcontinuations,  furrounds  the  middle 
of  the  body.  A perfon  at  Vienna  affedted  with 
toothach,  had  the  tooth  extracted,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  cured  of  the  pain,  but  com- 
plained of  the  air  entering  into  the  empty  fpace 
left  by  the  tooth.  This  is  all  that  I could  learn  to 


OF  THE  IGNIS  SACER,  363 

* 

have  preceded  the  complaint : But  I am  intirely  at 
a lofs  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  favoured  the 
produdtion  of  the  fubfeqiient  difeafe.  Afterwards 
there  arole  a tubercle  in  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
head, and  three  days  after  it  was  fucceeded  by  a 
fever,  attended  with  ihivering  and  a fwelling  of 
the  left  fide  of  the  forehead,  eye-lids,  and  cheek 
of  the  fame  fide  ; and  then  the  puRules,  fuch  as 
I have  above  defcribed,  exactly  filled  all  the  parts 
already  mentioned,  but  by  no  means  extended 
beyond  the  middle  line  of  the  face,” 

* L.  c.  p.  1 12.  1 13. 

48.  From  what  has  already  been  faid 
(45.  46.  47.),  I think  it  is  fufficientiy  clear,  that 
by  the  name  Zona  is  to  be  under- 

n j 1*1  What  oueht  to  be 

itood,  a particular  eruption,  which,  uvideriiood  by 
on  breaking  out,  exhibits  clufters 
of  puftules,  very  painful  and  red^ 
difpofed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  furround  the 
body  for  feme  finger-breadths,  like  a girdle. 
But  that  we  may  attain  more  ample  knowledge 
of  this  rarely-deferibed  exanthematic  difeafe,  I 
hope  I fhall  gratify  my  readers  by  amaffing  not 
only  all  the  fadts  which  others  have  delivered 
concerning  it,  but  fuch  as  I myfelf  have  fre- 
quently obferved  in  the  courfe  of  my  pradtice. 
The  eruption  is  generally  preceded  by  fome  de- 
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gree  of  fever,  accompanied  with 

The  defcription  n • • • r n 

and  fymptoms.  Imvenog,  at  One  time  or  Ihort  con- 
tinuance, at  another  longer,  fome- 
times  fllghter,  foinetimes  more  fevere.  It  Is 
fometimes  accompanied  by  fevere  fymptoms,  as 

delirium  watching,  anxiety,  reftleffnefs,  tolling 
of  the  body,  vomiting  f , and  the  other  pheno- 
mena peculiar  to  the  febrile  eruptions.  Some- 
times it  is  flight,  fcarcely  accelerating  the  pulfe, 
and  manifefting  itfelf  at  night  only  by  heat, 
want  of  fleep,  thirft,  and  reftleffnefs.  Some- 
times it  is  altogether  abfent,  or  does  not  feem  to 
be  prefent  ijl,  or  in  the  evening  fupervenes  on 
pain  and  fuppuration  of  the  piiftules,  in  a very 
flight  degree,  and  difappearing  in  the  morning. 

* HofFm.  1.  c.  Plainer,  1.  c.  De  Plaen,  1.  c.  § i65. 
f HofFm.  ib, 

J GeofFroy,  Hift.  de  la  Soc.  Roy  ale  de  Me  dec.  an  et  1778* 

T.  2:  Mem,  p.  27. 

49.  When  the  fever  precedes  the  eruption,  on 
the  latter  making  its  appearance,  which  gene- 
rally happens  in  one  or  two  days,  it 

The  fever  ceafes  . t 1 r i r 

on  the  eruption  immediately  ceaies,  unlels,  as  very 
appearing.  rarely  happens,  the  violence  of  the 

difeafe  is  fuch,  and  fuch  the  degree  of  the  in- 
flammatory diathefis,  that  it  proceeds  to  rage  be- 
yond that  period.  The  patients,  however,  be- 
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fore  the  eruption,  even  when  preceded  by  no 
fever,  complain  for  feveral  days  of  being  unwell, 
and  feel  a moft  troublefome  fenfatiori  of  pricking 
in  the  part  in  which  the  eruption  is  about  to  take 
place.  Next  breaks  out  an  erup- 
tion of  finall,  elevated,  red  puftules,  ^ 
fometimes  very  like  thofe  in  fmall- 
pox,  having  an  inflamed  circle,  and  being  partly 
<lifl:ind:,  partly  cluftered,  and  refembling  phlyc- 
tsense,  more  or  lefs  copious,  accompanied  with 
lancinating,  and  fometimes  intolerable  pains,  and 
fiery  heat. 

50.  Thefe  puftules  (49.)  gradually  increafe  in 
bulk,  and  veficles,  or  ampullse,  full  of  a pellucid 
water,  and  traufparent,  fuch  as  boil- 

- , - r r j Proffrefs  cf  the 

ing  water  raiies,  are  lormed  on  puftules. 
their  apex.  By  degrees  the  wa- 
ter vrhich  they  contain  becomes  turbid  and  o- 
paque.  The  veficles  either  burft,  or  become 
flat  and  rough,  acquiring  a brown  or  black 
colour,  on  account  of  mortification  of  the  fkin, 
and  are  changed  into  fmall  - efehars.  At  laft  the 
efehars  become  dry,  and  pafs  into 
hard  black  crufts,  which  quickly  fall 
off,  but,  like  the  confluent  fmalhpox,  leave  a deep 
pit.  Frequently,  however,  this  eruption  takes  place 
feveral  times  fucceffively,  and,  in  like  manner, 
fucceflively  dries  and  falls  off*.  Sometimes  the 
puftules  undergo  fuppiiration,  and  fpoiitaneoufly 


Drying  of  them. 
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open,  continuing  to  pour  out  pus  for  tliree,  four, 
nay  fometimes  even  fourteen  days  f.  The  pain 
itfelf  fometimes  does  not  abate  for  a fortnight, 
and  then,  the  puftules  drying,  the  epidermis 
cracks,  becomes  rough,  and  a defquamation  takes 
place  X • t)ut  even  then  fometimes  the  pain 
does  not  altogether  ceafe  ||. 

* GeofFroy,  1.  c.  f De  Haen,  1.  c.  p.  114.  J HofFm. 
L c.  obf.  vL  jl  GeofFroy,  1.  c. 

51.  Moft  writers  confider  the  abdominal  or 
hypochondriac  region  as  the  feat  of  the  dlfeafe. 

Others  place  it  above  the  umbili- 


Its  ufual  feats. 


cus  *, 


making  it  furrouud  the 
middle  of  the  body  from  the  prsecordial  region 
to  the  back,  forming  a circle  generally  of  fome 
finger-breadths,  filled  with  acrid  burning  puftules, 
attended  with  moft  intenfe  pain.  Others  tell  us, 
that  in  this  affedlion  the  Ikin  becomes  rough,  red, 
and  much  corroded  by  means  of  livid  puftules, 
extending  from  the  umbilicus  all  the  way* to  the 
knees But  this  is  not  invariably  the  cafe  ; 
for  I have  more  tlian  once  feen  the  breaft,  back, 
fcapuls,  arms,  and  legs,  attacked  with  this 
eruption  : nay,  we  learn  from  De  Haen  (47.), 
that  the  forehead  is  not  always  exempt  from  the 
difeafe.  It  is  confidered  as  a mark  almoft  pecu- 
liar to  the  difeafe  J,  that  the  clufters  of  puftules 
extending  tranfverfely,  like  a zone  or  girdle,  ne- 
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Yer  pafs  the  Itnea  alba  anteriorly,  nor  the  fpine  of 
the  back  pofterlorly.  Hence  they  affirm,  that 
only  one  fide  of  the  body  is  affected,  fuch  as  one 
fhoulder  or  thigh,  or  one  fide  of  the  breaft  ; in 
which  cafe  the  puftules  begin  at  the  fpine,  and 
terminate  in  the  fternnm,  without  exceeding 
thofe  bounds,  in  fuch  a manner  that  only  one  he- 
mifphere  is  attacked,  and  not  the  other  |[.  But 
whether  the  zofter  uniformly  obferves  this  law", 
and  always  refembles  a zone,  I fliall  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine.  This  only  is  certain, 
that  the  puftules  appear  in  clufters,  and  are  often 
fcattered  thinly,  without  obferving  any  exaQ: 
order. 

* Hoffin.  1.  c.  § 7.  f Platner,  1.  c.  § 166,  % De 

Haen,  1.  c.  GeofFroy,  1.  c.  H GeofFroy,  L c. 

52.  From  the  faithful  defcription  of  the  difeafe 
which  I have  already  delivered, 

T r *11  I’r  How  it  differs 

every  one,  1 preiume,  will  diico-  from  eryfipeks. 
ver  by  what  marks  it  is  to  be  diftin» 
guifhed  from  eryfipelas,  both  fimple  and  bullous^ 
and  likewife  from  herpes,  particularly  the  fpe- 
cies  ccdled  exedens  (44* )•  eryfipelas,  a rofe- 
coloured  red,  not  raifed  above  the  furface,  firft 
appears  ; in  the  zona,  on  the  contrary,  elevated 
and  deep-feated  puftules  break  out,  and  feem  to  be 
the  primary  phenomenon ; but  the  puftules  and 
phlydt^enas,  which  are  conjoined  with  the  eryfipe-» 
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las  buliofum,  fupervene  upon  it  at  its  height ; 
while  in  zona  they  appear  at  the  beginning. 
Moreover^  the  feat  of  eryfipelas  is  confined  to  the 
furface,  while  that  of  the  zona  is  deeper  ; for  it  is 
evident,  that  not  only  the  whole  fkin,  but  alfo  the 
adipofe  membrane  lying  under  it,  is  affedted,  in*- 
flamed,  and  fuppurates.  There  is  likewife  no  fmall 
diftinftion  between  eryfipelas  ulceratum  and  the 
zona.  In  the  former,  the  ulcers  extend  farther  and 
remain  long  ; in  the  latter,  if  they  ever  take  place, 
they  are  fmall,  circumfcribed,  hollow,  and  quickly 
curable,  and  are  changed  into  dry  efchars.  Her- 
pes, again,  generally  has  much  fmaller  and  milder 
pufiules,  neither  fo  painful  and  inflamed,  nor  are 
they  arranged  in  the  fliape  of  a girdle  : and  if  it 
ever  appears  to  be  of  the  fpecies  called  exedens^  it 
exhibits  bad,  corroding  ulcers,  like  cancerous 
ones,  of  long  continuance  ; while  the  zofter  is  ge- 
nerallv  an  acute  difeafe,  and  of  fhort  continuance. 
For  although  Lorry  ^ is  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
both  chronic  and  occafionally  epidemic,  which 

perliaps  may  be  allowed  of  the 

Whether  it  be  , . . 

fometimes  a ignis  faccr,  taken  in  an  extenfivc 

chronic  difeafe.  r c r 1 r 

lenie,  yet  1 have  not  leen  an  in- 
llance  of  this  fpecies  being  chronic,  excepting  in 
an  old  woman,  who  was  exceedingly  diftrelfed 
for  feveral  months  with  puftules  under  the  left 
flioulder-blade,  attended  with  exceflive  pain  and 
heat. 


^ Lorrv. 
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53.  The  fiery  heat,  pricking,  and  pain  attending 
the  fmall  phlegmons,  together  with  their  eafily 
paffing  into  phlyd^ena^  and  frnall 
grangrenes,  fliew  that  the  material 
caufe  is  not  of  a fimple,  bilious,  or 
fait  nature,  nor  only  fanguineous  and  phlegmonic, 
but  cauflic,  acrid,  burning  and  partaking  of  pu- 
trefadion,  w'hich,  as  foon  as  it  is  evolved,  irrita- 
ting the  nervous  fyftem,  deranges  the  whole  ani- 
mal economy  ^ ; but,  when  carried  outwards,  and 
fixed  in  fome  particular  part,  inflames,  corrodes, 
and  almoft  burns  particularly  the  cutaneous 
nerves,  velTels,  and  the  cellular  membrane.  Lorry 
difcovers  in  it  a various  difpofition,  different  from 
the  eryfipelatous  and  bilious  one  f,  yet  confifting 
of  fordes  in  the  firfl:  paffages,  vitiated  fluids,  and 
retention  of  the  infenfible  refpiration.  It  is  re- 
motely occafioned  by  a bad  habit  of 
body,  by  a fcorbutic,  arthritic,  or 
fimiiar  dyfcrafy ; by  acrid,  falted, 
highly-feafoned  food,  and  by  vinous  fermented 
liquor. 

HofFm.  1.  c.  f L*  c. 

PROGNOSIS. 

54.  Lorry  and  Geoffroy  affirm  that  this  fpeclesof 
eruption  is  never  dangerous  or  deadly,  on  account 
of  its  having  been  treated  always  fuccefsfully.  But 
VoL.  IL  A a . 
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Pliny  has  fald  that  the  zona  proves  fatal  if  it  fur- 
round  the  whole  body.  Lang  ^ has  (hewn  it  to 
be  fatal  in  the  cafe  of  two  noblemen  ; one 
of  whom  died  of  it,  while  the  other,  being 
affected  from  his  loins  to  his  knees  with 
this  eruption,  and  the  fever  being  attended  with 
delirium,  efcaped  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  by 
having  a vein  opened  in  each  foot,  and  employing 
other  remedies  to  check  the  fever.  ‘‘  But,  ac- 
cording  to  Hoffman,  the  moft  malignant  of  all  is 
that  which  takes  place  after  great  languor,  in  old 
people,  particularly  thofe  with  bad  fluids,  fome- 
times  likewife  in  malignant  and  peftilential  fevers, 
and  which  breaks  out  under  the  nipple,  and  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  or  even  in  the  hands,  and  other 
exquifitely  fenfible  parts,  fhortly  becoming  livid, 
laftly  black,  and  fpeedily  fucceeded  by  death,  as 
was  the  cafe  with  that  of  Plater.”  Nor,  does 
Platner  confider  it  as  being  void  of  danger  f.  In 
general,  however,  though  it  be  a fevere  and 
tormenting  complaint,  it  is  free  from  danger  ; 
for  I have  not  hitherto  heard  of  any  one  dying  of 
it.  It  is  likewife  probable,  that  the  danger  which 
is  threatened  proceeds  from  the  mifmanagement 
of  the  difeafe,  or  from  a fudden  mataftafis  to  the 
internal  parts,  particularly  if  the  brain  or  lungs  be 
attacked  J. 

* HofFm.  ex  (Epiji,  medecin,  p.  no.)  in  epicr,  ad 

plferv,  vi.  t b.  c.  t I^iatner,  1.  c. 


OF  THE  irx>7IS  SACER. 


THE  CUPvE. 
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55*  As  in  this  difeafe  the  caiiftic  and  delete- 
rious matter,  by  means  of  the  vital  powers,  is 
carried  to  tne  furface,  and  the  complaint  in 
fome  meafure  refembles  a kind  of  critical  excre- 
tion, this  falutary  and  beneficial  effort  of  nature 
ought  on  no  account  to  be  difturbed.  We  fhould 
therefore,  by  all  means  fecond  it  with  caution. 
Hence  it  will  be  better  to  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the 
fluids  by  diluents  and  correctives,  and 
to  draw  it  to  the  part  to  which  nature 
direfts  it,  by  the  mildeft  diaphoretics.  This  end 
will  be  fufficiently  attained  by  the  patients  drink- 
ing  an  infufion  of  borage  or  elder-berry  flowers, 
with  nitre  or  oxymel,  by  the  pureft  whey,  emul- 
fions  of  melon-feeds,  the  decoClion  of  barley, 
or  fcorzonera-root,  provided  they  be  taken  in 
fufficient  quantity,  and  lukewarm.  But  if  the  mat- 
ter feem  forced  to  the  ikin  too  flowly,  we  may 
add  to  the  drink  fome  antimonial  wine,  or  roob  of 
elder-berries,  that  it  may  be  gradually  excited  to 
adion.  There  is  feldom  occafion  to 
have  recourfe  to  bleeding  * But  if  ® 
the  fever  be  very  violent,  or,  even 
on  the  eruption  taking  place,  it  do  not  remit ; if 
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the  pulfe  be  ftrong,  full,  and  hard  ; the  refpira- 
tion  anxious  ; the  face  red ; the  head  pained  ; and 
what  degree  of  delirium  is  prefent  do  not  ceafe  ; 
or  if  the  part,  on  which  the  forcef'of  the  difeafe  has 
fallen,  be  too  fwollen  and  tenfe,  and  affeded  with 
excelTive  pain  ; — in  that  cafe  there  will  be  room, 
not  only  for  bleeding,  but  likewife  for  the  other 
antiphlogiftic , remedies  f.  GeofFroy,  however, 
confeffes  that  the  violent  and  excruciating  pain 
receives  little  alleviation  from  bleeding,  as,  even 
after  the  difeafe  has  been  reiolved,  it  continues 
for  fome  time  to  be  cccafionally  felt.  De  Haen, 
having  in  view  the  Inflammatory  diathefis  of  the 
difeafe,  without  hefitatlon  alferts,  that  bleeding 
and  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  afford  the  moft 
certain  relief.  But  it  is  fafer  not  to  have  fuch 
immediate  recourfe  to  bleeding,  unlefs  the  indi- 
cations already  mentioned  point  out  its  indifpen- 
fable  neceffity.  For  it  is  frequently  omitted, 
without  injury,  as  being  quite  fuperfluous.  I re- 
member, however,  to  have  employed  it  with  ad- 
vantage when  the  difeafe  affeded  one  fide  of  the 
breafl,  along  the  ribs,  and,  like  pleurify,  occa- 
fioned  fuch ’torture  as  to  interrupt  the  refpiration. 

* GeofFroy,  1.  c.  f De  Haen,  1.  c, 

56.  Perhaps  when  it  may  either  appear  unhife 
to  open  a vein,  left  the  matter  be  forced  in,  or 
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at  leaft  by  no  means  neceffary,  yet 

r n.  u j 1*  Leeches  and  cup- 

lomething  mult  be  done  to  relieve  ping.giaffes. 
the  pain,  which  is  very  troublefome ; 
the  application  of  leeches,  or  of  a wet  cupping- 
glafs,  will  open  a paffage  for  the  ftagnant  and  ir- 
ritating humour,  and  prevent  diftenfion  of  the 
nerves,  which  I myfelf  have  fometimes  tried,  not 
only  without  injury,  but  with  advantage,  as  in 
other  cutaneous  exanthematic  difeafes.^  Likewife, 
for  allaying  the  pain  and  anxiety,  it 
will  be  proper  occafionally  to  have 
recourfe  to  foporifics,  and  mild  pa- 
regorics, while  we  wait  until  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe  intirely  fublides. 

57.  Nor  muft  the  motion  of  nature  be  difturbed 
by  purging  the  belly,  left  of  a 
metaftafis  taking  place  to  the  inter- 
nal  parts.  It  may  be  relaxed,  how- 
ever, by  very  gentle  and  repeated  injeftions,  to 
remove  whatever  fomes  may  be  contained  in  the 
p7imcB  vice.  In  the  mean  time  we 

^ ^ Topical  remedies. 

are  not  to  omit  the  external  appli- 
cation of  fuch  remedies  as  prove  emollient,  blunt 
the  pain,  and  piomote  the  perfpiration.  Fomen- 
tations, therefore,  and  the  fofteft  cataplafms,  will 
prove  ferviceable.  The  part  may  be  fomented 
with  a decodticn  of  elder-berry  flowers,  and 
mallows,  tepid  milk,  whey,  and  fuch  like 
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things,  frequently  repeated,  and  moderately 
warm.  Likewife  the  cataplafcs  may  be  com- 
pofed  of  bread  and  mallows  boiled  in  milk.  Some- 
times a folution  of  the  mucilage  of  gum-arabic  is 
very  well  calculated  for  alleviating  the  pain.  Nor 
muft  we  defift  from  thefe  means  although  the 
puftules  have  become  dry,  efpecially  if  the  parts 
be  ftill  fomewhat  rigid,  until  they  recover  their 
foftnefs.  The  cerate  of  Galen,  recently  prepared, 
is  faid  to  affuage  the  pain  ^ ; but  i am  difpofed 
to  confidcr  thofe  things  as  hurtful  which  dry  and 
reprefs  the  humidity  of  the  puftules,  as  well  as  pre- 
parations of  lead  : while  1 look  on  the  oil  recently 
exprelfed  from  yolks  of  eggs,  with  which  Hoff- 
man f advifes  the  puftules  and  efehars  to  be 
anointed  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  to  be 
quite  harmlefs.  After  they  have  fallen  off,  and 
when  the  difeafe  is  now  nearly  removed,  the 
belly  muft  at  length  be  purged  by  fome  proper 
medicine. 

* Gcoffroy,  1.  c.  X HolFm.  1.  c.  obf.  vi. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

CONCERNING  THE  SCARLET  FEVER  *. 

58.  There  is  a much  greater  refemblance  be- 
tween eryfipelas  and  fcarlet  fever,  which  is  an 
eruption,  named  from  its  fcarlet 

^ ^ . 1 n 1 11  Origin  of  the 

colour,  affecting  almou  the  whole  name, 
furface  of  the  fkin  with  bright  red 
fpots,  of  various  forms,  and  fliortly  extending  in 
breadth.  Sometimes  thofe  fpots  are  fo  enlarged 
in  every  direction,  as  to  become  confluent,  and 
cover  the  whole  furface,  like  an  univerfal  eryfi- 
pelas. But  in  whatever  manner  that  colour  ai- 
feCls  the  fkin,  whether  fparfely  or  univerfally, 
it  is  plain  and  fmooth,  not  rough  ; and  when 
prefled,  efpecially  at  firft,  it  becomes  white,  al- 
though, on  removing  the  preflure,  it  fhortly  re- 
covers its  former  colour  ; nor  does  it  raife  the 
fkin  much  "j".  In  which  refpeCts,  indeed,  it  bears 
a great  refemblance  to  eryfipelas,  but  differs  from 
it  in  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  eruption,  in  the 
nature  of  the  fever,  and  in  certain  fymptoms,  in 
its  termination  and  fucceflively  returning,  as  will 
immediately  appear  from  its  hiflory.  But  as  there 
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are  two  principal  fpecies  of  it,  namely  the  benign 
and  malignant^  I fliali  firft  defcribe  the  one,  and 
then  the  other,  to  dlftinguiih  them  properly. 

* The  Purpura  et  rubores  of  Forefl,  Obferv.  1.  vii.  obf. 
fchol  The  Febris  fcarlatma  of  Sydenham,  Oper.  med.  fe£l.  vi. 
Cr  2.  and  of  other  authors*  The  Rojfalia  of  Hoffman,  De  febr. 
fe6t.  i.  c.  viii.  § 3.  The  Febris  rubra  of  fome  writers.  The 
Rubeola  veterum  of  Gruner,  Morb,  antiq,  p.  62.  63. 

f Heiffer’s  Compend.  med.  c.  iii.  fe£t.  vi.  p.  34. 


THE  BENIGN  SCARLET  FEVER. 


Its  defeription. 


59.  This  dlfeafe  appears  at  any  period,  but 
more  frequently,  according  to  Sydenham  in 

the  beginning  of  autumn,  or,  as 
Juncker  f rather  fuppofes,  in  the 
fummer  feafon.  It  rarely  prevails  fporadically, 
generally  appearing  as  an  epidemic,  and  often  at- 
tacking whole  families.  It  is  chiefly  hoftile  to 
young  people  and  children,  though  at  the  fame 
time  it  does  not  fpare  adults.  It  commonly  begins 
with  fever,  like  the  other  exanthematic  difeafes, 
but  frequently  the  fcarlet  eruption  makes  its  ap- 
pearance before  the  prefence  of  any  fever  is 
perceived  ; but  it  generally  obferves  the  type  of 
a remittent,  every  evening  repeating  its  acceffions, 
and  fuffering  an  aggravation  j|.  It  fometimes  re- 
mits in  fuoh  a manner  as  to  feem  to  intermit,  or 
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In  fa£l:  afliimes  the  nature  of  a real  intermitting 
quotidian  §.  It  is,  therefore,  not  furprifmg  that 
it  is  generally  named  from  the  fever. 

* Oper.  omn.  fe6t.  vi.  cap  2.  f T^abuL  Ixxv.  % Keif- 
ter,  1.  c.  II  Vogel,  de  cognofc.  et  curand.  morb.  § 151.  et,  feq. 
§ Andr.  Bernard.  Kirchvogel,  Diar,  med,  praB.  cap.  iii.  p.  29- 
Edit.  Vindob.  1771. 

60.  The  'fever  begins  with  gentle  fliivering  or 
cold.  This  is  fucceeded  in  general  by  mild  heat^ 
moderate  thirft,paln  in  the  throat,  or 

Symptoms  pre- 

a certain  degree  of  violent  heat,  and  ceding  the  e« 
lofs  of  ftrength.  In  the  mean  time,  ^ 
fome  oppreffion  of  the  cheft  fupervenes,  rendering 
the  refpiration  difficult  and  irregular,  together  with 
a vertiginous  heavinefs  of  the  head,  or  an  acute 
headach,  and  fometimes  a dry  cough,  but  not  fo 
troublefome  nor  fo  conftant  as  in  meafles 
With  thefe  fymptoms  frequently  are  conjoined 
naufea,  vomiting,  and  epiftaxis  j',  but  the  latter 
happens  oftener  in  pletheric  patients  during  the 
eruption  ij:  than  before  it.  Sometimes  coma,  or 
epiledlic  convulfions,  or  eclampfia,  efpecially  in 
boys,  precede  or  accompany  the  eruption  at  the 
beginning  jj.  On  the  fecoiid  or  third  day 
nay,  fometimes  on  the  fourth,  the  face  fwells, 
becomes  quite  ^ covered  with  a great 

^ ^ ^ The  eruption. 

number  of  bright  red  fpcts,  at  firft 

fmall,  and  of  various  forms,  ffiortly  becoming 

broader  and  confluent,  and  gradually  extending 
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over  a greater  fpace.  Next,  the  fame  kind  of  fpots 
break  out  ontheback,breaft,and  laftly  on  the  joints, 
of  confiderable  breath, andfhortly  rendering  almoft 
the  whole  fkin  of  a fcarlet  colour  '"  Then  alfo  the 
fingers  become  fo  fwelled,  or  tenfe,  that  they  can- 
not be  bent  but  with  difficulty  j'j'.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  being 
forced  outwards,  the  fever  and  all  the  fymptoms 
are  remarkably  relieved,  or  difappear  intirely. 

^ Juncker,  Tab.  clt.  f Vogel,  1.  c.  f Juncker,  I.  c. 
H Vogel,  1.  c.  et  Sydenh.  1.  c.  § Vogel,  1.  c.  51  Juncker, 
1.  c.  **  Id.  ih.  Vogel,  1.  c. 

After  the  rednefs  has  continued  for  two, 
three,  or  four  days  unchanged,  it  is  gradually  di- 

miriifhed,thefwelling  of  the  facefub- 
fides,  almoft  the  whole  fkin  falls  off, 
attended  with  very  uneafy  itching, 
nay  fometimes  it  falls  off  in  great  crufts'^,  or  at  leaft 
is  very  eafily  rubbed  off,  leaving  fome  very  fmall 
fcales,  like  bran,  which  go  and  come  fometimes 

two  or  even  three  times  f.  Nor  is  it  an 
uncommon  thing  for  the  fpots  them- 
felves  to  return  a few  days  after  l|l,  bui.  then  they 
are  generally  fewer  in  number,  and  fmaller,  and  for 
the  moft  part  attended  with  no  fevere  fymptom. 
In  the  mean  time  the  fever,  which,  together  with 
all  the  fymptoms,  had  begun  to  abate  confider- 
ably,  if  it  has  not  yet  ceafed,  haftens  to  a turn, 
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and  a falutary  diaphorefis  being  kept  up,  it 
quickly  diliippears  intirely.  During  the  whole 
firft  and  fecond  ftage  of  the  complaint,  and  at  its 
height,  the  belly  is  generally  bound  ; but  in  the 
third  ftage,  or  towards  the  end,  it  becomes 
loofe  II . 

* Juncker,  1.  c.  f Sydenham,  1.  c.  J Kirchvogel, 
1.  c.  II  Juncker,  1.  c. 

62.  This  is  the  fpecies  of  fcarlet  fever  which 
De  Hacn  ^ has  confounded  with  the  Tojalia  of 
Martianus,  (by  which  name  Martianus  f obferved, 
not  fcarlet  fever,  but  meafles,  to  be  commonly- 
called,  as  any  one  may  gather  from  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  it),  and  Morton  with  meafles  But  it 
feems  eafily  diftlnguifliable  from  meafles  by  the 
rednefs  being  brighter,  and  refem- 
bllng  an  eryfipelas,  and  by  the  fpots 
being  much  broader,  more  dilFufed, 
and  of  more  particular  fliape,  and  not  rendering 
the  fkin  unequal  or  rough  : while  in  meafles  the 
puflules  are  true  and  circumfcribed  ones,  fmall, 
raifed,  red,  and,  though  thick  and  diftind:,  not 
only  appearing  elevated,  but  alfo  being  really  ma- 
nifeftly  rough  and  graniilous  to  the  touch,  at 
leafl:  on  the  face.  Next,  in  meafles,  there  is  pre- 
fent  a very  troublefome  cough,  nay,  it  even  feme- 
times  precedes  the  eruption  ; there  is  a watering 
of  the  eyes,  and  frequent  Ineezing,  which  by  no 
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means  happen  in  fcarlet  fever.  I would  not 
deny,  however,  that  fometlmes  both  the  erup» 
tions  are  blended  together  in  fuch  a way,  as,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  combination,  in  Vo- 
gel’s opinion,  to  conftitute  a double 
dUeafe?  complaiut,  namely,  a inor- 

bilious  or  viiliary  fpecies  of  fcarlati- 
na,  according  as  it  is  combined  with  mealies,  or 

the  miliary  puftules,  of  which  here- 

?ompUcata!  ^fter.  Wherefore  the  fimple  one, 

already  defcribed,  for  the  fake  of 
diftindtion,  ihall  be  called  maculofa^ 
and  that  which  is  complicated 

* Febr,  divif,  I.  c.  f On  the  Epid.  of  Hippocrat.  1,  2- 
fedl.  hi.  V.  20.  J Oper,  omn.  T.  hi.  c.  v. 


THE  CAUSES. 

63.  The  proximate  caufe  feems  to  be  an  eryfi- 
pelatous  phlogofis  of  the  whole  &in,  occafioned  by 

fome  acrid  matter,  extricated  by  the 

The  proximate  ^ „ 

and  material  lebriie  iiiotiOD,  and  gradually  car- 
c a Ja  Te . . ■•  . 1 • t 

ried  to  the  cutaneous  veiiels,  whicn 
by  its  Irritation  inflames  the  (kin  and  the  corpus 
mucofum  of  Malpighi.  This  acrid  matter,  again, 
is  either  generated  and  colleded  in  the  blooa  itfelf| 
until  the  vital  power,  being  In  confequence  fli- 
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mulated,  attempts  to  get  rid  of  it ; or  it  is  fup- 
plied  by  the  retention  of  the  perfpirable  matter, 
or  probably  paffes  from  the  primed  vice  into  the 
blood  ; or  it  is  communicated  by  an  e^cternal 
miafma  floating  in  the  air,  or  received  by  conta- 
gion ; which  is  both  a very  frequent  occurrence, 
and  generally  conlidered  as  almoft  invariable, 
lor  it  is  very  probable  that  the  exanthemata,  al- 
though differing  according  to  the  diverlity  and 
degree  of  the  morbific  fomes,  arife  from  all  thefe 
caufes.  But  the  difeafe  is  generally 
excited  by  acrimonies  in  the  fluids,  ^ 
however  occafioned,  by  faked  and 
heating  food,  excefflve  agitation  of  body,  the 
heat  of  fummer,  hidden  cold,  and  by  the  preva- 
lence of  epidemic  and  contagious  complaints. 


THE  PROGNOSIS. 


64*  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  difeafe,  when  be*- 
nign,  and  occurring  in  young  people  with  well- 


conditioned  fluids,  is  flight  and  void 
of  danger ; and  that  this  is  adually 
the  cafe  we  learn  from  experience. 


The  benign  fpe- 
cies  void  of  dan- 
ger. Epiftaxis, 
when  ufeful. 


For  frequently,  merely  by  attention 
to  the_  diet,  and  a gentle  diaphorefis, 

It  is  difeuflfed  within  a few  days.  A 
hemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  during  the  eruption, 
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proves  of  remarkable  fervice  But  although  it 
be  a benign,  eafy  difeafe,  and  of  fhort  continuance, 
yet,  either  on  account  of  the  cutaneous  difcharge 
being  negleded,  and  cold  being  caught,  or  on 
account  of  employing  too  heating  a plan  of  cure, 
It  is  converted  into  a dangerous  and  malignant 
one.  Fo  the  patient  runs  very  imminent  rifk 
if  the  fear  let  eruption  retires  inwards,  as  in  that 
cafe  the  worft  kinds  of  phrenitis,  angina,  peri- 
pneumony,  convullions,  and  cough  arife,  gene- 
rally p’mvmg  fatal. 

* Juncker,  1.  c. 


THE  CURE. 


Cure  of  the  be- 


65.  In  this  fpecies,  therefore,  in  which  nature 
of  herfelf  attempts  a falutary  crifis,  Sydenham, 

the  firft  of  praftitioners,  and  dif- 
nign  fpedes.  tingulfhed  for  his  accurate  invefti- 

gation  of  difeafes,  whofe  example 
is  followed  by  almoft  every  other  writer,  con- 
tends with  reafon,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  that  we  fhould  wait  until  the  blood 
frees  itfelf  from  the  heterogeneous  and  noxious 
acrimony,  and  difperfes  it  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin.  Hence  he  advifes  the  abflaining  from 
bleeding,  purging,  and  heating  remedies  of  all 
kinds  ; that  by  the  former  the  operations  of  na- 
ture, while  endeaveuring  to  force  out  the  com- 
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plaint,  may  not  be  checked,  or  by  the  latter  an 
exceffive  motion  excited,  and  the  fever  increa» 
fed  beyond  bounds,  thus  oppofing  that  moderate 
degree  of  motion  requifite  for  the  gentle  fepara» 
tion  andfucceffive  excretion  of  the  morbific  fomes. 
He  therefore  prefcribes  temperate  diet,  intirely 
forbidding  the  eating  of  flefh,  and  ufmg  of  vi- 
nous liquors.  For  the  drink,  he  recommends 
milk  boiled  with  three  times  its  quantity  of  water ; 
nor  does  he  allow  the  patients  to  go  abroad,  or 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  open  air,  although  he 
is  not  an  advocate  for  keeping  them  perpe- 
tually confined  to  bed.  For  in 
this  way,  he  affirms,  that  the  difeafe 
is  difculTed  without  uneafmefs  or 
danger  ; while  by  an  oppofite  it  is  aggravated, 
and  rendered  fatal.  When  coma, 
or  epileptic  convuliions,  come  on  at  and  convuiiions 
the  beginning  (6o.),  a large  and 
powerful  epifpaftic  applied  to  the  back  of  the 
neck,  and  a paregoric  to  be  taken  off  immediately, 
and  repeated  every  night  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  difeafe,  are  recommended  by  him.  Laflly, 
when  a complete  defquamation  has  taken  place, 
he  propofes  gently  purging  the 

, 11  1 • r . Purging  towards 

belly,  that  any  remains  or  the  mor-  the  end  of  the 

bific  matter  may  be  removed ; in 

which  refped;  all  other  writers  agree  with  him. 
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66.  And  indeed  it  is  proved  that  the  fcarlet 
fever^  when  it  is  flight  and  of  the  benign  kind, 

is  fuccefsfully  refoived  by  the  mere 


Cure  of  the  more  . , r'  ’ 1 • 

le^erc  kind  of  aid  of  nature,  and  employing  a pro 

the  complairit. 

per  regimen 


without  medicines. 


But  if  it  be  fomewhat  more  fevere,  it  feems  to  re- 
quire the  affiftance  of  art.  In  that  cale  diluent, 
cooling,  and  fubacid  remedies  are  generally  pro- 
pofed  as  neceffary  for  blunting  and  corredtlng 
the  peculiar  and  warm  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 
Heifter  * thinks  that  cooling  and  gently  diaphore- 
tic* powders  (which  almofl:  all  the  followers  ot 
Stahl  and  Hoffman  employ)  might  be  added  to 
them  With  advantage.  Although  fuch  powders, 
which  are  generally  compofed  of  abiorbents,  cinna- 
bar and  nitre,  to  us  feem  poflefled  of  fo  little 
povrer  as  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  to  affedt  the  reft  of  the 
' Ample  cure.  But  what  Sydenham, 

learning  after 
him,  obferve,  concerning  the  omit- 
ting of  bleeding,  does  not  hold  fo  invariably  as  to 
preclude  the  ufe  of  the  lanceft  upon  all  occafions. 
For  in  the  malignant  fpecies,  as  will  afterwards  ap- 
pear, it  is  confidered  by  moft  phyficians  of  exten- 
five  pradice,  as  a remedy  effeding  the  moft  im- 
mediate relief.  And  why  fhould  it  not  be  fo  in 
the  benign  fpecies  likewife,  when  the  patient  is  of 
a plethoric  habit,  and  the  fever  violent ; or  when 
any  fevere  fymptom  is  prefent  in  the  head  or 
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bfeail  ? Freind  very  judicloufl^"  remarks  f : In 
eyfipelas,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  the  fcarlet  Jever,  and 
other  fimilar  compla'ints,  if  the  fymptonis  are  vio- 
lent, and  aiFeft  the  head  or  Inmjs,  or  excite  great 
pain  in  any  particular  part,  we  may  reafonabiy 
have  recourfe  to  bleeding  with  all  manner  of 
fafety.  In  fa£l,  though  I have  repeatedly  tried 
the  experiment,  I never  once  obferved  any  of  thefe 
eruptions  ftnke  in  after  bleeding,  when  it  feemed 
necelfary  and  the  experiments  of  other  ikil» 
ful  phyficians  confirm  his  obfervation.  But  we 
have  more  reafon  to  dread  the  ftriking  in  of  the 
eruption  from  the  increafed  violence  of  the  fever, 
or  from  the  fpafmodic  affedlions  occafioned  by  the 
pains  or  inflammations ; and  this  is  mofc  effedual- 
ly  prevented,  particularly  by  bleeding.  For  v/hen 
the  motion  of  the  blood  is  fo  exceffive,  although 
by  means  of  bleeding  it  may  be  in  fome  meafure 
checked,  yet  fuch  a degree  of  force  ftill  remains, 
as  to  enable  it  to  propel  the  fluids  powerfully  to 
the  fkin,  without  allowing  of  a retrograde  mo- 
tion of  them.  Caution  ought  therefore  to  be  ufed, 
that  the  blood  may  not  be  let  to  fuch  extent  as 
to  weaken  the  vital  powers  too  much,  and  check 
its  power  of  forcing  out  the  matter.  For,  in  fuch 
a cafe,  the  ftriking  in  of  the  eruption  might  be 
apprehended  from  the  languid  vis  a tergo» 

* Compende  med.  prae,  cap.iv.  § xxx, 

t or,  medecin,  p.  21.  edit.  Venet.  ann.  1735-* 

■ VoL.  II.  Bb 
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Concerning 

purging. 


67.  Sydenham  and  Juncker  are  fo  apprehen- 
five  of  purging  the  belly,  that  the  one  fufpefts  in- 

jedions  to  prove  hurtful,  and  the 
other,  if  a diarrhoea  fupervenes,  im- 
mediately attempts  to  check  it  by 
adding  to  each  dofc  of  the  correding  powder 
which  he  ufes  ten  grains  of  cafcarilla.  But  fuch 
apprehenfion  is  not  always  well  founded,  unlefs 
the  purging  employed  be  exceffive,  or  ill  timed, 
or  the  diarrhoea  reduce  the  vital  powers  too 
much.  Nay,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, before  the  eruption  has  taken  place,  if 
fymptoms  of  colluvies  in  the  primce  vi^  appear, 
why  ought  we  not  to  purge  the  belly  by  means 
of  a gentle  cathartic  ? What  injury  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  mild  injedions,  which  gently 

drawoff  the  fordcs  ? Tozzetti,  a 


An  obfervationof  i 1 i i • 1 r 

Tozzetti,  con-  man  01  undoubted  learning,  and  oi 
cerning  the  , n.  r 

loofenefs.  - me  iiioit  exteuiive  experience,  was 


more  than  once  furprifed  to  find  the 
diarrhoea  in  this  difeafe,  both  at  its  outfet  and 
during  its  progrefs,  prove  falutary  ; which  led  him 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abftalning  fo  care- 
fully from  the  ufe  of  cathartics  and  clyfters 

When  fymptoms  of  gaftric  colluvies 


The  injuries  from  -s  r 

a colluvies  in  appear,  I never  helitate  about  quick- 

the  primes  vice,  , , • • n'  t 1 r 

iy  drawing  it  oii ; as  1 have  irequent- 


ly  feen,  that,  when  left  in  the  fyftem,  it  either  im- 
parts a worfe  taint  to  the  blood,  or  excites  fpafms 
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and  pains  in  the  abdomen,  by  which  the  repara- 
tion of  the  mcrbihc  matter  is  either  retarded,  or 
its  fxriking  in,  when  already  feparated,  promoted. 

* Prim,  Raccolt.  (P  ^Jjferv,  p.  102.  , 

68.  Bat  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  fuch  as 
labour  under  fcarlatina,  than  to  uncover  the  body» 
or  to  rife  and  remain  long  out  of  bed,  or  to  ex-» 
pofe  one’s  felf  imprudently  to  the 

t . The  bad  effeds  of 

cool  am  h or  the  eruption  is  ealily  the  cooling  regi^ 

forced  in,  to  the  great  lifk  of  the 
patient.  Nor  ought  we  to  attend  to  thofe  who 
indifcriminately  recommend  the  ufing  of  the  cool- 
ing  regimen,  forcing  the  patient  once  or  twice  out 
of  bed  every  day,  and  making  him  remain  up  for 
fome  time,  while  at  he  fame  time  they  caufe 
a conftant  renewal  of  the  cool  air.  The  immi- 
nent rilk  with  which  fuch  a plan  is  attended, 
will  appear  evidently  to  any  one  who  carefully 
and  impartially  obferves  the  confequences  refult- 
ing  from  fuch  a mode  of  treatment.  To  pre- 
vent any  accident,  therefore,  we  muft  beware  of 
every  caufe,  however  flight,  which  may  have  a 
tendency  to  force  back  the  eruption.  And  if  it 
ever  happen  that  the  body  has  been 

11  . . . Whatoughttobe 

expoied  to  the  cold  air,  giving  rea-  done  to  prevent 

, 1 1 n M • . r its  llriking  in. 

ion  to  apprehend  the  Itnking  in  or 

the  complaint,  we  muft  have  immediate  recourfe 

to  diaphoretic  and  heating  draughts,  as  an  infu- 

B b 2 
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fion  of  elder-berry  flowers,  or  tell-tree,  or  fome 
fuch  means,  to  renew  a gentle  perfpiration.  Sp, 
Mindereri,  fo  much  recommended  in  exanthe- 
matic  complaints,  on  account  of  its  diaphoretic 
and  antifeptic  power,  may  be  alfo  employed.  Nor 
is  this  caution  to  be  obferved  during  the  eruption 
only,  but  likewiie  after  its  dil'appearance,  and  the 

commencement  of  the  defquama- 

How1on2' the  per- 

fpirati  ;!.  ihouid  tion  has  taken 

be  ker  t up.  . , • n 1 

ving  been  previouily  purged,  as  we 
have  already  advifed  to  be  done,  when  an  intire  fo- 
lution  of  the  difeafe  has  been  brought  about.  For 
the  patient  ought  to  be  flill  made  to  keep  his  bed 
a few  days,  efpecially  during  cold  weather ; as  a 
perfed  cure  cannot  be  obtained  without  keeping 
up  a free  perfpiration  Nay,  in  Tufcany,  where 
this  difeafe  is  ot  very  frequent  occurrence,  men  of 
ikill  in  the  profeflion,  having  frequently  experien- 
ced the  bad  confequences  of  renewing  the  air  at 
any  feafon  of  the  year,  even  during  a warm  fiun- 
mer,  have  laid  it  down  as  a rule,  not  to  change  the 
air  nor  the  bed-chamber  for  fix  weeks  f.  Which 
is  done  with  the  view  of  preventing,  as  much  as 
poffible,  the  bad  effedls  frequently  refulting  from 
the  remains  of  the  difeafe  being  retained,  and  not 
altogether  diflfipated.  I am  of  opinion,  however, 
that  this  rule  muft  be  confidered  as  applying  only 
to  the  imprudent  renewing  of  the  air  and  changing 
of  the  bed-chamber  ^ as  it  is  very  .well  known, 
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that  the  air,  v/hen  pregnant  with  humari  elHuviag 
becomes  hurtful  and  inimical  to  the  free  difcharge 
of  the  infenfible  perfpiratioa. 

* Heifter,  I.c. 

f As  recorded  by  Targionius,  in  trie  third  volume  of  his 
work,  intitled,  Avvtft  fopra  la  falute  umana^  per  anno  17783 
p.  26a. 


THE  MALIGNANT  SCARLET  FEVER, 

69,  But  befides  the  benign  and  regular  fcarlet 
fever,  of  which  we  have  hitherto  treated,  there 
is  another  called  malignant  and  anomalous^  on 
account  of  its  being  more  violent  and  dangerous, 
and  fometiines  even  proving  fatal. 

, What  the  term 

ror  we  do  not  employ  the  term  malignant  hei'vi 

here  in  its  ftridl  and  proper  fenfe, 

but  in  a loofer  one,  implying  the  feverity  and  great 

danger  of  the  complaint.  This  fpecies  is  fre-- 

quently  announced  bya  fixed  pain  in 

" , Symptoms  of  the 

iome  part,  or  one  ihiiting  its  iitu  a-  raalignant  fpe- 

• CICS 

tion,  without  any  evident  caufe,  and 
without  any  perceptible  external  mark,  or  change 
of  the  part,  which  is  a fymptom  fometimes  found 
to  be  in  common  to  other  malignant  eruptions 
alfo,  but  efpecially  fmall-pox.  De  Haen  ^ has 
meationed  an  iofiance  of  fuch  a phenomenon  pre^ 
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ceding  fcarlet  fever,  which  occurred  in  the  courfc 
of  his  praftice.  But  it  is  a much  more  frequent 
occurrence,  and,  as  it  were,  peculiar  to  it,  tor 
the  difeafe  to  be  preceded  by  a fcvere  cough,  in- 
flammation and  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  and  fome- 
times  ioofenefs.  Next  the  fever  comes  on,  after 
fluveriog,  with  very  great  heat  of  the  tkin,  and  un- 
quenchable tliirft,  headach,  quick  and  ftrong  pulfe, 
inflammation  or  pain  of  the  throat,  quick  and  diffi- 
cult refpiration,  fimilar  to  what  happens  in  peri- 
pneumony,fometimes  adeflre  to  vomit,  or  vomiting 
Itfelff , coma  and  delirium;  and  it  fometimes  con- 
tinues three,  four,  or  five  days,  with  an  increafe 
of  all  the  fymptoms  before  the  fpots  appear^  Ge- 
nerally, however,  like  fmall  eryfipelatous  inflam- 
mations, they  quickly  cover  the  whole  body  with 
an  eryfipelatous  rednefs,  fooner  than  in  the  benign 
fpecies,  breaking  out  fometimes  tow^ards  the  end  of 
the  firfl:,  or  upon  the  fecond  day  ; and  the  parts 
themfelves  affected  with  rednefs  are  more  fwelled 
and  elevated  than  in  the  benign  fpecies.  At  this 
time,  the  expedtoration  and  urine  itfelf,  accord- 
ing to  Rofen,have  fometimes  appeared  tinged  with 
blood.  That  rednefs  generally  continues  upon  the 
(kin  for  four  days  more,  during  which  the  fever  is 
obferved  to  be  violent,  and  ail  its  fymptoms,  fo  far 
from  being  diminiflied,  are  increafed,  occafionally 
giving  rife  to  fatal  phrenitis,  fuffocations,  and 
peripneumony.  Sometimes,  when  the  fpots  break 
put  at  one  time  more,  at  another  lefs  numerous^ 
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or  at  one  time  redder,  and  the  next  moment  lefs 
fo,  in  that  cafe  a metaftafis  to  the  head  is  likely 
to  take  place,  fucceeded  by  hemiplegia,  or  fud- 
den  death.  But  if  then  pus,  mingled  with 
blood,  is  difcharged  by  one  or  other  ear,  there 
remains  ftill  fome  hope,  according  to  R.ofen, 
of  a favourable  event.  At  any  rate,  it  is  an 
invariable  fadt,  that  the  fever  is  of  long  conti- 
nuance. It  generally  obferves  the  type  of  a con» 
tinned  remittent,  being  for  the  mod  part  attended 
with  duffing  of  the  nodrils,  hoarfenefs,  and  ex- 
ceffive  heat  of  the  ildn.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  difeafe  is  of  fuch  an  infidioiis  nature,  that  if 
the  pulfe  is  merely  attended  to,  the  patients  do 
not  feem  at  all  affe£i:ed  with  fever,  which  is  a 
mark  almod  peculiar  to  malignity  ; or  it  fome-^ 
times  has  fuch  manifed  remiffions,  as  to  feem  to 
intermit  '][.• 

* In  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Copenhagen  in  the 
year  1777  and  1778,  it  was  cfteemed  among  the  worft  fymp- 
toms.  Meza,  Comp,  med.praEi.  fafcic.  i.  c.  xviii.  p.  163. 
f Rat,  conti?:.  P.  i.  c.  vii.  p.  98.  J Id.  ib. 

q:  In  the  epidemic  juft  now  mentioned,  in  the  beginning 
the  (kin  was  very  red,  like  boiled  lobfters,  Meza,  1.  c.  § 164. 

70.  According  as  it  is  fporadlc,  or  epidemic, 
and  according  to  the  variety  of  the  patient’s  age, 
temperament,  habit  of  body,  the  feafon,  and  the 
date  of  the  air,  it  attacks  people  in  different  ways, 
gnd  varies  from  its  ufual  manner  of  proceeding  j in 
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which  cafe  it  is  called,  net  only  iiialignant^  but  alfo 

anomalous^  Thus,  fometimes  the 
fpccies.  eruption  or  Ipots  begins  in  the 
loins  and  lower  extremities,  from 
thence  proceeding  to  the  fuperior  parts.  Fre- 
quently the  face,  feet,  and  hands  fweil,  as  in 
fmali-pox,  and  the  fever,  together  with  the  fcarlet 
colour,  does  not  difappear  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
Nay,  inftances  are  recorded  of  the  fever  and  fcar- 
let erupticTi  having  been  prolonged  for  forty 
days  It  has  iikevvlfe  been  fometimes  obferved, 
after  the  diicuffion  and  defquamation  of  the 
fcarlet  eruption,  that  the  loofenefs  hill  continues, 
accompanied  with  a flow  fever,  of  the  fpecies 
called  ajnpbimtrina^  thus  confaming  and  waft- 
ing the  patient’s  ftrength  f, 

De  Haen,  1.  c.  f Morton,  Oper»  T.  iii.  c.  v.  hift.  x. 


71.  To  the  malignant  fpecies  certainly  be- 
longs that  which  has  been  occafionally  feen 
^ . by  Sennert,  and  of  which  he  eave 

The  fpecies  of  the  ^ 

fever  deferibed  a defcriptioii  in  1619*;  to  w^hom 

by  Sennert  refe-  , , , r 1 ^ 

table  to  the  tna-  both  the  name  01  the  difeafe  was 

liernant  kind.  1 i.  . 

unknown,  as  well ' as  the  fimple 
and  benign  fpecies  of  it  which  I have  already 
deferibed.  But  as  he  was  doubtful  concern- 
ing its  name,  on  account  of  feeing  it  attack 
children  only  he  at  length  concluded  that  it 
was  a particular  variety  of  meafles.  But  the 
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defcription  of  the  difeafe  given  by  him  exa&ly  cor- 
reipoiids  with  that  of  the  malignant  fcarlet  fever ; 
nor  is  there  any  reafon  for  referring  it  to  meafles 
CO  account  of  its  attacking  children  only,  as  it 
appears  to  be  a certain  fadl,  that  adults  alfo  are 
frequently  affected  with  it.  Lang  al- 
fo defcribes  a very  bad  epidemic  fear- 


let  fever  which  he  himfelf  faw  in  the 
years  1 695  and  1 697  in  Saxony  f , Morton  has  gi- 
ven the  defcription  of  a malignant, 
nay  peftilential,  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  attended  with  fwellings  of  the 
parotid  glands,  buboes  and  ulceration  of  the 
throat  and  mouth.  In  the  years  1748  and  1749, 
a highly  malignant  and  pernicious  fpecies  of 
fcarlatina  prevailed  at  the  Hague.  It  began  with 
violent  pain,  ^nd  proved  fatal  to  a great  number 
of  children,  and  to  many  young  people.  Nay, 
it  converted  the  throat  and  cheeks  into  malig- 
nant ulcers,  and  the  bones  of  the  cheek  into  very 
bad  caries,  producing  the  fame  eifecls  on  the 
legs  I- 


Med.  praEl.  T.  2.  1.  iv.  de  fehr,  c.  xii.  Je  var'wj.  et  morb. 

p.  178. 

■f  As  we  are  told  by  De  Haen,  fehr.  dlvfton.  divls.  vL  § 2. 

J In  the  epidemic  fcarlet  fever  which  prevailed  at  Copenhagen, 
and  of  which  I have  already  made  mention,  when  fweliings  of 
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the  parotid  glands  fupervened,  although  fuppuration  took  place, 
they  occafioned  death.  For  if  they  did  not  prove  fatal  at  firft, 
after  the  patients  being  diftrefTed  for  four  weeks,  they  at  length 
died  of  pure  debility. 

j]  Meza,  1.  c.  § 167.  Rofen,  however,  in  the  fcarlet  fever, 
which  prevailed  epidemically  in  the  year  1741  at  Upfal,  men- 
tions that  the  fwellings  of  the  parotid  and  maxillary  glands 
were  not  fatal,  and  were  gradually  refolved.  Trait,  des.  malad. . 
des  enfans  c-  xvi.  p.  281. 

§ L.  c.  hijl.  xi. 

% L.c.  p.  25. 

72.  There  is  a great  refembiance  between  the 
former  fpecies  of  the  complaint  and  the  epidemic 

fcarlet  fevci\  v/hich  Navier  obferved 

Navier.^^  ^ 75  ^ Ghalons,  and 

in  fome  parts  of  France.  But,  as  no- 
thing contributes  more  either  to  the  knowledge  of 
a complaint,  or  its  cure,  than  an  accurate  detail  of 
the  morbid  fymptoms,  1 hope  it  will  be  neither  te- 
dious nor  unprofitable  to  the  ftudent  to  give  a con- 
cife  defeription  of  it.  ‘‘  It  difeovered  itfelf  by  a very 
violent  fever,  attended  with  fainting,  fpontaneous 
iaffitude,  headach,  and  fore  throat,  impeding  the 
deglutition.  On  the  fecond  day,  and  frequently 
after  twenty-four  or  thirty  hours,  an  eruption 
took  place  over  the  whole  body,  conlifting  of  red 
fpots,  of  a bright  fcarlet  colour,  broad,  frequently 
more  than  a hand-breadth,  of  an  irregular  figure, 
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covering  the  back,  breaft,  thighs,  and  nates,  in 
fuch  a manner  as  to  feem  one  continued 
eruption.  Thefe  fpots,  almoft  every  moment 
deferting  their  fituation,  attacked  other  parts, 
in  which  they  had  not  already  been.  On  ap- 
plying the  hand  to  them  a violent  heat  was 
felt,  particularly  in  grown  up  perfons,  and  the 
flein,  which,  on  preiTure,  loft  its  fcarlet  colour 
and  became  pale  when  the  prefiiire  was  remo- 
ved, quickly  recovered  its  former  colour.  The 
pulfe  was  finall  and  frequent,  and  the  refpiratioii 
difficult  and  interrupted,  at  the  fame  time  being 
generally  accompanied  with  hiccup.  The  halltiis 
aiifmg  from  the  lungs  was  fo  warm  and  burn- 
ing, as  to  force  a perfon  to  turn  his  head 
away.  Tins  fever  likewlfe  was  occafionally 
conjoined  wdth  inflation  of  the  hands  and  arms, 
and  attacked  v^hole  families,  either  together  or 
fucceffively.  In  fomc  patients  the  tongue  was 
very  dry,  but  in  the  greater  ntmiher  it  was  moift, 
and  the  belly  diftended  with  flatulency.  In  fuck 
as  efcaped  from  the  difeafe,  a defquamation  of 
the  epidermis  took  place  on  the  fifth  or  fixtli 
day  ; nay,  the  whole  ficin  of  the  hand  and  foot 
of  a young  man  of  thirteen  or  fouiteen  years  of 
age  came  off.  Such  as  were  not  relieved  at 
firft,  were  attacked  with  gangrenous  efchars  in 
the  throat,  near  the  arch  and  veliun  palati,  which 
fpread  fo  rapidly  as  to  affedl  the  cefophagus  and 
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afpera  arteria  before  they  could  be  perceived  and 
any  remedy  applied.  Flence  not  a few  were  cut  off. 
It  muft  be  remarked,  that  feveral  labouring  under 
the  complaint  died  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  as  if 
they  had  been  fuffocated  by  a gangrenous  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs  ; while  in  others,  who 
had  died  after  violent  delirium,  a great  quantity 
of  failles  was  paffed  by  the  mouth  and  noftrlls, 
and  the  fpots  which  were  formerly  red,  after 
death  in  fome  inftances  became  intlrely  of  a 
violet  colour.”  He  moreover  adds,  that  this  pefti- 
ientlai  complaint  was  much  milder  in  infants, 
(which  is  furprifing),  and  more  readily  yeilded  to 
the  remedies  employed, 

^ Dijpart.  in  forme  de  lettre  fur  plufteurs^  maladies  populaires^ 
a Paris  1753. 


f Com,  de  reh.  in  feint,  nat,  et  med.  gef,  vol.  iv.  P.  2.  p.  338. 

73.  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of 
the  year  1770  and  1771,  feveral  malignant  and 

epidemic  fcarlatinas,  deferibed  by 
De  Ha  n * and  Kirch vogel,  oc- 
curred at  Vienna,  having  been  pre- 
ceded by  intermitting  fevers.  The 
chief  fymptoms  rendering  them  alarming  w^ere, 
convulfions,  coma,  delirium,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  alfo  inflammatory  angina,,  which,  if  feafon- 
able  relief  was  not  given,  terminated  in  gangrene 


The  epidemic 
fear  let  fever 
of  the  year  1 770 
and  177  t at  Vi- 
enna. 


OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER, 


397 

and  fphacelus,  and  proved  very  quickly  fatal  f. 
But  they  did  not  feem  fo  fata!  as  thofe  of  Navier, 
nor  were  they  always  conjoined  with  gangrenous 
angina.  For  moil:  of  the  patients,  when  proper- 
ly treated,  as  Kirchvogel  informs  us,  turned  out 
vrelL 


Rat,  cont.  P.  I.  c.  vii. 
t Diar,  tned,  pra8.  c.  iii.  p.  29. 

74.  Vv^e  have  an  example  of  the  complicated, 
or  mixed  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  or  that  which  is 
partly  maculofa  partly  pujlnlaris  \ 62), 
in  that  epidemic  fcarlet  fever,  which 
Lorry,  giving  an  account  of  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  year  1777,  has  named  umverfal  ery^ 
Jipelas  Its  very  deftructive  nature  and  peculiar 
fymptoms,  the  knoy^dedge  of  which  will  be  of 
great  fervice  to  ftudents,  certainly  deferve  that  I 
fliould  here  tranfcribe  the  v/hole  hlllory,  as  the 
ingenious  author  has  given  us  it.  Many  exan* 
thematic  febrile  complaints,  as  meafles,  eryfipeias, 
fcarlet  fever,  and  other  cutaneous  eruptions,  had 
been  very  common,  and  dill  were  fo  that  year. 
But,  with  refpedt  to  the  prefect  fcarlatina,  not 
only  boys,  but  likewife  young  men,  were  very 
fubjedt  to  it.  After  fome  fl)ivering  of  fhort 
continuance  came  on  a very  violent  fever,  wdth 
fiery  heat  of  the  ftin,  dry  tongue,  red,  inflamed 
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tliroat,  fhinmg  eyes,  dry  Ups,  and  a fwelllng  of 
the  upper  one.  Soon  after  the  head  became  dark 
coloured  ; and  although  the  patients  returned 
a proper  anfwer,  it  was  with  diSculty  they  were 
made  to  fpeak.  The  refplratlon  in  the  mean 
lime  was  high,  quick,  and  warm.  Sometimes  an 
inclination  to  vomit  roufed  them  from  their  tor- 
por and  filence,  or  aflual  vomiting  occurred  ; in 
confequence  of  which,  greenlfli,  and  fometimes 
manifeftly  acid  matter,  was  thrown  up  with  a 
great  effort,  but  v/ithout  affording  relief.  No- 
thing was  paffed  by  ftool,  but  limpid  urine  came 
off  in  great  quantity.  Nearly  twenty-four  hours 
were  paffed  in  this  ftate,  during  which  time  the 
fever  feemed  to  be  aggravated,  and  even  fome  de- 
gree of  mental  derangement,  though  but  flight, 
was  prefent.  I would  call  this  the  firfl  flage,  or 
commencement  of  the  difeafe. 

HiJ}*  de  la  Societ.  Roy.  de  Med.  T.  ii.  Memoir,  p.  7. 

y5.  When  this  time  had  elapfed,  fome  red 
fpots,  diftindl  from  one  another,  began  to  ap-^ 

pear  on  the  hands,  arms,  loins,  and 

The  eruption. 

face.  But  the  fymptoms  received 
no  kind  of  alleviation  from  this  eruption.  The 
refpiration  remained  equally  difficult,  quick,  and 
high,  as  formerly,  although  the  patients  com- 
plained of  no  uneafmefs  from  that  caufe,  as  if 
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infenfible  of  it,  which  I have  always  found  to  be 
an  unfavourable  fymptom  in  any  difeafe.  The 
pulfe,  however,  was  hard,  fmall,  and  very  fre- 
quent ; and  the  urine  crude,  watery,  and  very 
warm.  The  fpots  juft  now  mentioned  gradually 
extended,  fo  that  within  fix  hours  from  their 
firft  appearance  the  whole  furface,  from  head  to 
foot,  was  covered  with  a very  deep  red  colour. 
At  firft  it  difappeared  on  preffure,  but  not  during 
its  progrefs,  for  it  afterwards  became  fixed.  To  the 
touch  the  fkin  was  rough  and  granulous,  and  ex- 
tremely hot.  The  complaint  increafed  much  with- 
in the  fpace  of  twelve  hours,  fo  that 

^ , -11  ^ 1 r r The  increafe  of 

not  only  the  whole  external  luriace  complaint, 
of  the  fkin  was  very  fwelied,  hard, 
tenfe,  and  like  tanned  leather,  but  likewife  the 
whole  cellular  membrane  became  fwelied,  almoft 
intirely  altering  the  appearance  of  the  body. 
Hence  the  lips,  nofe  and  neck  fwelied  to  an  enor- 
mous extent.  The  fwelling  was  not  foft  and  wa- 
tery, as  in  an  cedema,  but  tenfe  and  hard.  The 
fkin  feemed  almoft  void  of  fenfc,  but  was  fo  ex- 
tremely hot,  that,  on  applying  one’s  fingers  for 
fome  time,  it  felt  as  hot  as  the  fire.  In  this  fe- 
cond  ftage  of  the  complaint,  or  during  its  pro- 
grefs, and  at  its  height,  the  patients  made  no  com- 
plaint, but  remained  in  a ftate  of  fenfelefs  ftupor, 
and  were  generally  filent.  Though  their  mouth 
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was  parched,  and  their  tongue  black,  nevertiieieft 
they  were  not  thlrfly,  nor  did  they  afle  for  any 
thing  to  drink.  The  refpiration  was  inconcei- 
vably hurried.  The  urine  frequently  came  away 
involuntarily.  The  pulfe,  iikewife,  became 
quicker  and  quicker. 

76.  After  this  fta2:e  had  continued  about  fix 
hours,  next  the  nails  became  black.  Sometimes 

the  belly,  which  till  then  had  been 

ratal  fymptoiDS.  1 1 r n 

bound,  was  relaxed  ipontancoudy, 
and  (tools,  partly  greeniih,  partly  mixed  with 
blood,  were  pafTed.  Frequently  phlydt^nse  rofe 
on  the  fltin,  which,  if  they  were  gangrenous,  oc- 
cafioned  a fubfidence  and  flaccidity  of  the  fwell- 
ing.  Generally  all  the  parts  fell  and  becair±e  foft 
a few  hours  before  death,  and  flight  convul-^ 
fioiis  arifmg  portended  immediate  diffolution. 
After  death  the  (Itin  became  livid,  and  being 
covered  with  fmall  puRiiles,  and  rough,  it  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  anatomically  injected.  But  it 
does  not  appear  fufficiently  evident  from  Lorry’s 
defeription,  whether  thefe  puftules  were  referable 
to  meafles,  or  the  miliary  eruption.  Yet,  if  we 
confider  the  prevailing  difeales,  among  which, 
doubtlefs,  meafles  did  not  hold  the  lowed  rank, 
they  would  feem  rather  referable  to  the  latter 
complaint. 

yy.  But  if  the  deftrudtive  force  of  the  dif- 
eafe  was  not  fuch  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
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Iiope,  the  fymptoms  were  gradually  mitigated^ 
and  generally  an  hemorrhage  from 
the  nofe  fupervened,  which , though  vourable  termi- 
it  did  not  prove  completely  critical, 
refolved  the  difeafe  confiderably.  The  eyes,  which 
were  dry  and  almoft  burnt,  began  to  grow 
moift,  and  pour  out  tears.  About  the  feventh 
day  the  cough  became  more  manifeft,  but  no- 
thing worthy  of  notice  was  expeftorated.  Some- 
times a full  flow  of  faliva  was  excited,  and  a 
copious  bilious  diarrhoea  came  on.  Laftly,  the 
epidermis  gradually  fell  off,  while  the  extremities, 
but  efpecially  the  inferior  ones,  w^ere  conflantly 
bedewed  with  moifture.  The  difeafe,  however, 
did  not  terminate  before  the  fifteenth  or  twenty- 
firft  day.  But,  on  its  being  overcome,  a trouble- 
fome  cough,  and  affections  of  the  eyes,  of  long 
continuance,  ftill  afilidled  thofe  who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape  from  the  difeafe. 

yS-.  I cannot  refrain  from  quoting  another 
account  of  mixed  * fcarlatina, 

, . - , Another  exRmple 

nameiy,  one  combined  with  the  of  the  mixed 

• 1*  • 1 1 liCinc]# 

miliary  eruption  ; and  the  rather, 
firft,  becaufe  this  one  was  much  lefs  fatal  ; next, 
becaufe  an  accurate  defeription  of  it  is  given 
by  the  illuftrious  Stbrek,  whole  O'bicrvations 
1 frequently  make  ufe  of,  and  it  feerns  likely  to 
be  of  very  great  fervice  to  fuch  as  have  not  the 
advantage  of  much  experience.  I fhall  give  an  ^ 
Yol.  ll  C c 
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extradt  of  it,  therefore,  almoft  in  his  own  words» 
In  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1759, 
when  many  patients  in  the  Pazmanian  hofpital 
at  Vienna  were  ill  of  a continued  catarrhal  fever, , 
on  which  the  miliary  eruption  irequently  fuper-  • 

I 

vened,  not  a few  were  attacked  with  another  fe-  • 

ver,  which  at  firil  appeared  very 

Its  commence-  m i i r ^ 

mild.  ror  there  was  preient: 
only  a fiight  and  dull  pain  of  the: 
head,  a weak  appetite,  a fomewhat  quicker  pulfe: 
than  ufual,  neither  full,  nor  hard,  nor  low,  mo-- 
derate  thirft,  moift  and  w^hite  tongue,  and  the* 
eyes  were  lefs  lively  than  in  general.  The  ftoolsj 
were  pafled  every  day  natural,  but  a thick  cloud  1 
was  obferved  in  the  middle  of  the  urine.  Ini 

the  becriii’nino:  of  the  fourth  dayr 

Its  iHcreafe. 

all  the  fymptoms  on  a fudden  were! 
aggravated.  The  pulfe  became  fo  violent  as  tO) 
require  two  or  three  pretty  copious  bleedings  otii 
the  fame  day  ; there  was  a moft  acute  headach,. 
anxiety  at  the  chefi:,  great  difficulty  of  breathing,, 
very  parched  tongue,  the  eyes  were  red  and  pro- 
tuberant, the  thirft  was  greatly  increafed,  the- 
whole  body,  but  particularly  the  extremities,  wass 
attacked  with  burning  heat ; the  urine  was  very  red,, 
thick,  and  as  if  tingcii  with  much  blood;  to  which 
fymptoms  were  added,  delirium,  deep  deep,  and’ 
reftleflhefs.  After  performing  the  necellary  bleed- 
ings, and  giving  very  copious  diluent  drink,  pre- 
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pared  with  nitre,  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth 
dap  the  wdiole  (kin  was  affedled  with  horripila- 
tio, and  Ihortlp  afterwards  became  covered  all 

over  with  a fcarlet  colour.  But  this  was  at- 

/ 


tended  with  no  alleviation  of  any  of 

the  fymptoms,  the  patients  w^ere  The  fc^Yj^et  srup. 

afledted  with  a frequent  cough, 
and  fpent  an  exceedingly  reftlefs  night. 


* We  have  an  inftance,  alfo,  of  the  mixed  kind  in  the 
fcarlatina  of  the  year  I74ii  defcribed  by  Rofen,  which,  al- 
though it  was  conjoined  with  an  inflammatory  angina,  did 
not  feem  very  fatal. 


79.  On  the  fifth  day,' a copious  fweat  having 
broke  out  over  the  whole  body,  the 
burning  heat  and  cough  remitted.  The  miliary  erup- 

Shortly  afterwards  the  Ikin  became 
itchy,  next  appeared  a number  of  white,  opaque 
puftules,  of  different  fizes  and  fliapes,  and  feve- 
ral  of  them  running  together  formed  pretty  large 
blifters.  Thefe  puftules  were  crowded  upon  the 
neck,  breaPc,  and  belly  ; on  the  face  were  none, 
and  but  few  on  the  extremities. 

On  thefe  eruptions  taking  place, 
fome  patients  were  much  relieved  ; 
for  the  fieepinefs,  together  with  the  delirium,  left 
them  ; the  thirft,  and  rapidity  of  the  pulfe,  w^ere 
dlmimfhed.  Nay,  in  fome  cafes,  the  pulfe  was 
healthy  and  regular,  and  al!  the  fyoiptoms  fb 
• ’ C c 2 
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mild,  that  the  whole  cure  with  fafety  might 
have  been  iiitrufted  to  nature.  Some,  however, 
remained  in  a comatoie  ftate,  and  became  deli- 


rious ; their  pulfe  was  weak,  irregular,  and  inter- 
mitting ; the  urine  and  feces  were  palTed  imcon- 
fcioufly,  lubfukus  tendinum  occurred  ; and  the 
limbs  were  convulfed.  On  the  fixth  they  re- 
mained in  the  fame  condition. 


80.  In  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  day 

arofe  a fnivering,  fucceeded  by  ex- 

Slnvcrin^r  & cold  i t n j 

preceding  the  trcmc  coicl  lu  the  iimbs,  which  ialted 

c n 1 ^ s « 

more  than  an  hour,  rendering  the 
extremities  cold  and  rigid,  and  induced  fuch  de- 
bility as  feemed  to  threaten  death.  But  the 
cold  ceafing,  the  patients  fhortly  came  to  them- 
felves,  nor  did  they  continue  any  longer  delirious, 
their  pulfe  was  regular,  free,  and  flower,  and 
from  that  time  the  ftrength  was  improved  ; nor 
were  any  convulfions,  or  fubfultus  tendinum, 
afterwards  obferved.  In  fome  patients  the  fever 
almoft  intirely  difappeared.  On  the  fame  day 
all  the  piiftules  were  more  elevated,  and  became 
pellucid ; for  they^  feemed  filled  with  a very  lim- 
pid fluid ; the  fcarlet  colour  began  to  vanifli, 
and  the  thirfl  to  be  diminifhed.  The  urine  was 
thick  and  turbid,  and  depofited  a very  copious, 
brownifh  fediment. 

8 1.  The  patients,  who  on  the  fifth  day  were 
much  relieved  (79.),  on  the  feventh  only  were 
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fenfible  of  a flight  degree  of  horripilatio ; their 
pulfe  was  fomev/hat  quicker,  and 

Horripilatio  pre- 

tne  pultuies  were  iulier,  and  began  ceding  a new  e- 
to  grow  pellucid  ; but  all  the  other 
fymptoms  were  in  a very  fair  way.  On  the 
eighth  day  no  change  occurred,  except  that  thofe 
who  were  unwell  on  the  feventh  day,  fometimes 
pafTed  bilious,  thin,  fetid  ftools,  attended  with 
no  uneafmefs  ; while  the  belly  was  natural  in 
fuch  as  felt  lefs  uneafmefs  on  the  feventh  day. 
On  the  ninth  day  the  fever  was  very  flight ; the 
urine  almofi;  natural  ; the  Icofenefs  flopped  ; the 
fcarlet  colour  gradually  paifed  into  the  natural 
one  ; the  puftules  partly  burft,  and  poured  out 
limpid  ferum,  partly  fubfided  and  became  dry. 
On  the  tenth  day  the  Ikin  had  al- 

n • X.*  1 j * Termination  of 

moit  mtirely  recovered  its  natural  pmpie  co- 
coloiir,  and  all  the  fymptoms  were 
better,  and  fome  of  the  patients,  be- 
ing completely  free  of  the  fever,  remained  feverai 
hours  out  of  bed.  On  the  eleventh 

End  of  the  fever, 

the  fever  ceafed  in  them  all,  the  ap- 
petite returned,  the  epidermis  fell  oiT  in  fcales,  the 
ftrength  and  perfedt  health  returned  in  a few 
days^.”  Of  this  fame  mixed  kind  was  the  malig- 
nant and  epidemic  fcarlatlna,  which  my  accomplifh- 
ed  friend  Zulattif,  in  the  year  1763,  obferved  to 
rage  in  a city  of  Cefalonga,  and  its  neighbourhood. 
It  was  combined  with  dyfpepfy  and  lumbrici  in 

Cc  3 


4o6  of  the  scarlet  fever. 

fuch  a manner,  that  merely  by  a diarrlicea,  whe- 
ther fpontaneous  or  excited  by  art,  its  vzorft 
fymptoms,  as  delirium,  convulfions,  fweliings  of 
the  parotids,  and  inflammation  of  the  throat,  were 
completely  removed. 

* An.  7ned.  fecund,  p.  46. 

f Giornal.  di  Aledicin.  di  Pietro  Ortefchi,  T.  2.  Num.  xxix. 
where  a very  full  account  of  it  is  given  ; which,  as  it  contains 
many  things  illuflrative  of  the  complaint,  its  caufes  and  method 
of  cure,  I trull  I fhall  gratify  the  reader,  by  briefly  tranferib- 
jng  here.  A very  rainy,  but  not  cold,  winter  was  fucceeded  by 
a dry,  cold  fpring.  Such  was  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon,  that  for 
four  fucceffive  months  there  was  no  rain,  and  even  the  night 
dews,  which  moderate  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  that  ifland,  did 
not  fall.  Towards  the  end  of  May,  the  weather  fuddenly  be- 
came warm  and  oppreflive.  Then,  befides  double  continued 
tertians,  fcarlet  fever  began  to  prevail  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity, 
attacking  particularly  children  and  young  people  of  both  fexes, 
while  fuch  as  had  palled  their  twentieth  year  efcaped  it.  In  fome 
patients  the  difeafe  began  wdth  fhiverings  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  together  with  lofs  of  ffrength,  and  very  acute  head- 
ach  *5  in  others  with  fudden  laffitude,  accompanied  witli  in- 
tolerable heat  all  over  the  Tody.  They  almoff:  all  complained 
of  want  of  appetite,  unquenchable  thirft,  drynefs  and  bitternefs 
of  the  mouth,  and  a fenfation  as  if  the  limbs  had  been  broken. 
Moreover,  their  tongue  was  foul,  covered  with  a white,  vifeid 
mucus,  and  there  was  conftant  naufea,  fometimes  fucceeded 
by  fpontaneous  vomiting  of  a watery,  frothy,  yellow,  and  bitter 
matter.  On  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  day  of  the  fever, 
which  was  always  violent,  firft  the  neck,  and  next  the  whole 
body,  vv^as  covered  with  a red  colour.  But  the  rednefs  appear- 
ed more  or  lefs  intenfe,  according  as  the  difeafe  was  to  turn 
out  more  or  lefs  fevere.  No  lefs  a degree  of  heat  and  drynefs 
accompanied  the  rednefs.  This  colour  w'as  here  and  there 
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vnriegated  with  fome  very  fmall  bllflers,  not  much  raifed, 
about  the  fize  of  muibard- feeds,  fometimes  even  more  minute. 
Neither  the  fever  nor  its  fymptoms  w'ere  diminiftied  by  the 
eruption  appearing  ^ nay,  the  headach  v/as  fliortly  iiicreafed  to 
a very  great  height ; the  oppreffion  at  the  cheft,  anxiety,  and 
reftleffnefs,  were  more  conftantly  prefen t.  Sometimes  aifo  de- 
lirium came  on  : nay,  Infants  during  a fliort  and  interrupted 
deep  were  occafionaiiy  feized  with  convulfions.  But  the  prick- 
ing or  gnawing  fenfation  they  felt  about  the  pit  of  the 
fbomach  became  more  troublefome.  In  mofl:  inftances  the 
belly  was  bound  ; in  which  cafe  the  fever  and  its  fymptoms 
were  more  violent.  In  others  from  the  very  beginning  it  was 
loofe,  and  very  fetid,  faffron-coloured  ftoois,  mixed  wdth  lum- 
brici, were  palfed  j and  in  fuch  patients  the  difeafe  proved 
milder,  in  fome  children,  v/ith  pale  faces,  and  v/ho  feemed 
more  reduced,  many  lumbrici  were  fpontaneoufly  pahed  both 
by  the  mouth  and  anus,  without  any  other  excrements,  fome- 
times living  and  vigorous,  at  other  times  dead  and  putrid.  In 
botr.  thefe  ways,  a girl  of  twelve  years  of  age  palled  upwards 
of  fifty  lumbrici  in  the  fpace  of  four  days.  In  almolt  every 
cate,  a pain  and  fweiling  of  the  parotid  glands  came  on  after 
the  fourth  day.  Vv^here  this  fweiling  was  w^^anting,  the  throat 
was  alFedied  wdth  inflammation,  and  deglutition  became  diffi- 
cult. Very  few  indeed  remained  free  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
inconveniences.  But  fuppuration  of  the  paro'ids  never  occur- 
red. For  they  v/ere  refolved  fooner  or  latter,  according  as  the 
rednefs  and  fever  difappeared,  and  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe 
was  removed  by  the  ftoois.  It  v/as  fufficient  to  anoint  them 
with  fome  liniment,  to  which  camphor  had  been  added.  In 
tlie  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  prccefs  of  nature,  the 
inflammation  of  the  throat  was  diminiftied.  It  received  great 
relief  from  the  barley-water,  to  which  a fmall  quantity  of 
vinegar  of  rofes  had  been  added.  On  the  feventh  day,  or 
even  fooner,  wffien  the  difeafe  was  of  lliort  continuance,  but, 
on  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  or  fourteenth,  when  it  was  of  longer 
ftanding,  the  rednefs  feemed  fprinkled  as  it  were  with  very 
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fine  flour,  with  which  the  fkin  was  gradually  rendered  white, 
the  whitenefs  commencing  in  the  fuperior  parts  of  the  body. 
The  Ikin  w^as  then  fo  itchy,  that  the  patients  felt  a pleafure 
in  fcratching  it.  After  this  the  powder  feparating  fell  off,  or 
a defquamation  of  the  fcarfJkin  took  place.  Then  the  fever 
was  quickly  mitigated,  fometimes  even  fubflded  intirely,  al- 
^though  the  rednefs  continued  for  forne  days.  The  appetite  re^ 
turned  with  longer  and  more  tranquil  fleep.  No  fweat,  how- 
ever, broke  out,  until  the  fcarlet  colour  completely  difappeared. 
' The  urine,  which,  during  the  firfl;  days  of  the  difeafe,  was  pafTed 
fparingly,  thin  and  watery  ; in  its  progrefs,  and  after  its  turn, 
became  more  copious  and  deeper  coloured.  The  flirength  and 
health  then  returned.  I fhall  hereafter  flrew  the  plan  of  cure 
that  was  adopted. 


The  diagnofs. 


The  caufes. 


84.  The  defcrlption  which  has  already  been 
given  of  malignant  fcarlatina  and  its  varieties 

(69.  to  81.),  I think  has  been  fo 
well  illuftrated  by  adducing  proper 
examples,  as  to  render  the  proper  diagnofis  eafy 
to  every  one.  It  w^ould  now  remain  for  me  to  fay 
fomething  concerning  the  caufes  ; but  thefe  were 

fufheienty  explained  when  we  fpoke 
of  benign  fcarlatina  /(63).  For,  if 
there  be  any  diftinftion  between  them,  it  feems  to- 
confift  intirely  in  their  degree,  quantity,  and  their 
greater  force.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  malig- 
nant fpecies  is  not  only  attended  with  greater  ieve- 

rity  and  danger,  but  is  alfo  frequent- 
ly obferved  to  prove  fatal.  Which 
led  Sennert  to-  obferve,  with  juftice,  “ that  this 
complaint  is  both  fevere,  dangerous,  and  ofteii 
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fatal  The  anginous  or  aphthous  fpecies 

(71,),  and  efpecially  the  epidemic  and  mixed 
kind  (74.),  as  we  have  already  remarked,  gene- 
rally terminates  in  a fatal  gangrene,  and  dread- 
ful fuffocation.  That  fpecies  which  Lorry  ob- 
ferved  (74.)  cut  off  the  greater  part  of  the  pa- 
tients in  fpite  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies 
eiuployed.  This  was  not  the  cafe  with  the 
malignant  fcarlatina  of  the  mixed  kind,  and 
the  vcrmutofa  defcribed  by  Zulatti  (81.),  which, 
when  properly  treated,  always  terminated  favour- 
ably. 

^ h,  c. 


tURE  OF  THE  MALIGNANT  SPECIES. 


Purging, 


83.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  complaint, 
before  the  fcarlet  eruption  makes  its  appearance, 
if  there  be  fymptoms  of  indige  (lion 
prefent,  a mild  cathartic  ought  to 
be  given,  or,  if  it  feems  proper  to  expel  it  in  a 
ffiorter  way,  vomiting  ought  to  be  excited  by 
warm  water  with  oil,  or  oxymel  of  fquills,  or 
ipecacuanha,  keeping  in  view  the  patient’s  age 
and  ftrength.  But  the  exciting  of  vomiting  is 
in  no  cafe  more  neceffary  than  when  the  dif- 
eafe  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  an  epidemic 
miafma  5 for  when,  by  means  of  vomiting,  the 
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tomes  which  has  entered  the  primce  vidd  is  with- 
drawn, the  difeafe  is  rendered  ranch  milder, 
Ihis  has  been  often  obferved,  particularly  in 
the  epidemic  fcarlatina,  with  w’^hich  an  aph- 
thous or  gangrenous  angina  is  conjoined.  But, 
as  this  ipecies  of  the  complaint  is  generally  ac- 
companied v^ith  violent  fever,  exceffive  heat, 
and  other  very  fevere  fymptoms,  and  ^ there  is 
every  reafon  to  dread  the  coming  on  of  inflam- 
mation, it  IS  not  only  allowable  to  draw  blood, 

but  even  neceffary.  And  tha,t 

Bleeding.  ^ 

oueht  fometimes  to  be  done  on 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the  eruption,  or 
even  later  In  the  peftilential  fpecies,  in 
which  fweliing  of  the  parotid  glands  and  buboes 
fupervened  on  the  eruption  (71.),  Morton  j'  ufed 
to  caufe  blood  to  be  taken  with  advantage,  and 
blifters  to  be  applied.  In  which  cafe  alfo  De 
Haen  i has  propofed  the  copious  ufe  of  the  Peru- 
vian bark.  In  other  refpecls,  the  antiphlogiffic 
plan  of  cure  is  intirely  to  be  followed,  which  we 
have  already  fliewn  to  be  of  advantage  in  the  be- 
nign fpecies  when  a little  fevere  ( 66.). 
The  diarrhcca  muff  by  no  means 
be  hopped,  If  the  prtmee  vi^  abound  w^ith  fordes, 
and  the  ftrength  be  fuffleient.  But  if  it  appears 
exceffive,  it  may  then  be  checked  fomewhat  by  the 
white  decoction,  abforbents,  and  the  bark  taken 
to  the  extent  of  a fcruple,  with  four  drops  of  lau- 
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danum  repeated  three  times  a-day,  keeping  in 
view  the  patient’s  time  of  life 

* Morton,  1.  c.  Hijl,  i.  De  Haen,  1.  c.  f L.  c.  Hijl.  xi. 
J De  Haen,  1.  c.  i|  Morton,  1.  c. 


Naviei’s  method. 


84.  In  the  epidemic  fcarlet  fever,,  accompanied 
with  an  aphthous  angina,  defcribed  by  Navier 
(72.),  a vein  in  the  arm  was  quickly 
opened  ; but  ^when  delirium  and  co- 
ma were  prefeat,  opening  the  jugular  veins  was 
found  to  be  extremely  advantageous.  Nor  did 
De  Flaeu  (73.)  employ  any  other  method  of  treat- 
ment in  the  fcarlatina  which  prevailed  at  Vienna 
in  the  year  1771.  But  we  muft  not  omit  to  men- 
tion, that  Kirchvogel,  in  the  very 

r ‘j  • 1 j KirchvoiafeFs  plaa 

lame  epidemic,  never  employed,  of  cure, 

) 

bleeding,  although  angina  fuperve- 
ned,  and  neverthelefs,  as  he  informs  us,  reftored 
his  patients  to  their  former  health,  merely  by  a 
temperate  and  diaphoretic  regimen,  by  fpare  diet 
and  hydromeL  Yet  he  did  not  think  that  bleed- 
ine  oueht  to  be  intirely  reiefled  : 

O O J 'd  ^TT^*J 

^ He  did  not  reject 

lor  he  oblerves  : 1 would  not,  bleeding  aitoge- 

however,  have  it  fjppofed  that  I 
reprobate  all  bleeding  in  them,  as  I know  that 
it  was  fometimes  very  neceffary,  particularly  in 
grown-up  perfoiis,  and  that  not  a few  were  car- 
ried off  both  with  and  without  the  aid  of  bleed- 
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ing.  In  the  meantime,  however,  as  I obferved 
this  fcarlet  fever  to  be  greatly  owing  to  the  for- 
mer fever,  (namely,  an  intermitting  fever  which 
prevailed  before  it  epidemically),  as  its  caufe,  and 
that  it  principally  depofited  its  virus  about  the  fau- 
ces, I treated  the  patients  under  my  care  fuccefs- 
fully,  by  means  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  both  given 
in  the  way  of  injeftion,  as  well  as  taken  by  the 
mouth,  without  once  employing  bleeding  It 
v^ill  appear  ftrange,  though  not  a new  thing,  that 
In  the  treatment  of  the  fame  difeafe,  prevailing  in 
the  fame  place,  and  at  the  fame  time,  De  Haen 
and  Kirchvoge!,  men  of  the  utmoft  eminence  in 
the  profeffion,  fhould  have  adopted  two  opinions 

fo  diametrically  oppofite  concerning 
bleeding.  In  fuch  cafes,  if  I mif- 
take  not,  no  general  rule  can  be 
eftablifhed  ; as  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  fome- 
times  proper  to  draw  blood,  and  fometimes  pro- 
per to  abftain  from  it,  according  as  the  fymp- 
toms  either  indicate  it,  or  not.  On  the  whole,  in 
difeafes  occafioned  by  any  virus,  or  very  acrid 
and  cauftic  morbific  humour,  although  they  ap- 
pear inflammatory,  it  is  better  to  have  recourfe 
to  bleeding  fparingly  and  feldoin  f. 

^ Diar,  Pied,  pracl.  1.  c. 

-j-  In  the  former  parts  of  this  work  I have  made  many  obfer- 
vations,  in  order  to  fettle  fuch  controverted  points,  which  it 


OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER, 


4^3 


Paregorics. 


may  be  proper  here  to  call  to  mind  : in  the  following  chapters^ 
alfo,  and  particularly  v/hen  we  come  to  treat  of  angina  and 
pleurify,  much  will  be  found  illuftrative  of  the  fubjedl:. 

85.  After  bleeding,  whey,  with  the  addition 
of  tamarinds  and  cooling  herbs,' 

1 . 1 • r Utility  of 

ilied  to  be  given  by  Navier  for  purging  and 
the  common  drink.  Above  all,  he 

t 

recommended  the  frequent  life  of  clyflers.  He 
obtained  great  benefit  from  blifters  applied  be- 
tween the  flioulders,  or  to  the  calves  of  the  legs. 
He  employed  paregorics,  if  they 
were  admiffible,  before  purging  the 
belly,  only  in  divided  dofes,  but  after  purging 
fomewhat  more  liberally.  He  prevented  gan- 
grene of  the  fauces  by  a gargle  of 
oxymel  and  fplrits  of  wine, . redti-  ^ 
fied  with  fait  of  tartar,  in  which  a 
proper  quantity  of  camphor  had 
been  diffohed.  With  the  fame  view,  if  the 
throat  was  very  fore,  and  of  a red  cinnabar  co- 
lour, others  ordered  a decodion  of  Peruvian  bark, 
or  hemlock,  to  be  injeded  into  it ; and  gave  for 
drink  milk  mixed  with  fome  refrigerant  decoc- 
tion, or,  occafionally,  a paregoric  emulfion  with 
nitre  De  Haen  gargled  the  ulcers  of  the 
mouth,  if  they  were  white  and 
bliftered,  with  the  juice  of  houfe-  ^mouth.^  ^ 
leek,  or  feuipervivum  majus,  with 
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honey  and  rofes,  which  is  the  fafeft  remedy.  But 

m*eat  caution  muil  be  employed  in 

Cautions.  ° ^ 

the  choice  of  thcfe  remedies.  For 
when  there  is  a great  degree  of  phlogofis,  or 
phlegmon,  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  accompa- 
nied with  exceffive  pain,  it  is  proper  to  beware 
of  heating  and  irritating  remedies,  that  they  may 
not  aggravate  the  complaint,  and  accelerate  the 
approach  of  gangrene.  Flence  it  is  generally 
better  to  gargle  it  gently  with  a decodlion  of 
rich  figs,  with  milk,  or  an  infufion  of  elder- berry 
flowers,  and  a little  oxymel,  or  fyrup  of  mulber- 
ries, or  to  pour  fome  of  any  of  thefe  into  the 
throat  by  the  fide  of  the  miouth,  through  a pipe. 

' It  is  ferviceable  alfo  to  inhale  the  vapour  arifmg 
from  a fpunge  dipped  in  warm  vrater  and  vinegar, 
and  applied  to  the  breaft.  But  when  the  noflrils 
are  dry  and  obftrudled,  it  is  of  advantage  to  in- 
troduce a rag,  wet  with  tepid  milk,  occafionally 
repeated.  The  obfervations  elfewhere  delivered  f , 
and  which  will  be  met  with  in  the  chapter  on 
malignant  and  gangrenous  angina,  if  transferred 
to  this  place,  will  readily  point  out  the  proper 
remedy  to  be  employed  in  every  cafe. 

Kirchv.  1.  c.  f Vol.  i.  par.  2^6, 

86.  Every  body  knows  how  powerful  a re- 
medy the  Peruvian  bark  is  againfl:  putrid  and 
gangrenous  difeafes.  But  I have  frequently  feen 
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it  employed  without  hefitation  and  judgementj 
not  only  in  fevers  attended  with  univerial  lan- 
guor, but  alfo  in  moffc  acute  and  ardent  ones,  in 
which,  v^rithout  doubt,  the  aftion  of  the  vital 
functions  exceeds  bounds,  and  the  body  glows 
with  an  intenfe  and  fiery  heat.  ^ 

•0^1  r 1 rr  *1  The  moderate  ufe* 

l3Ut  when  inch  excemve  violence  of  Feruvian  bark, 
in  all  the  funclions  is  prefent,  how 
ferviceabie  it  is  to  abftain  from  thofe  remedies 
which  excite  the  heart  and  arteries  to  violent  ac- 
tion, and  therefore  from  the  Peruvian  bark  itfelf, 
we  are  informed  by  the  experience  of  all  judicious 
practitioners.  Lorry,  in  the  word  and  mofl:  fa- 
tal fpecies  of  fcarlatina  vrhich  he  treated  (74») 5 
was  of  opinion,  that  no  other  plan  of  cure  ought 
to  be  > adopted  In  fo  very  ardent  a fever,  than  a 
refrigerant  and  antiplogiftic  one.  Nor  can  I con- 
ceive the  reafon  why  De  Haen,  otherwife  a cau- 
tious and  prudent  pradtidoner,  fhould  have 
loaded  his  patients  with  a great  quantity  of  bark 
for  feveral  weeks.  In  the  epidemic 

. Refrigerants. 

a little  before  noticed,  as  he  men- 
tions, when  the  malignity  was  not  fo  great,  he 
did  not  give  lefs  of  its  extradf  than  half  an  ounce 
daily  ; but,  when  there  was  a greater  degree,  a 
Vv^hole  ounce,  and  often  a double  dofe  of  it  every 
day.  Perhaps  in  cold  climates,  and  among  the 
Germans,  it  may  be  employed  more  boldly,  or  that 
which  is  imported  thither  is  fo  fl;ale5or  adulterated, 
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as  I have  reafon  to  fufpe£t,  that  even  "when  given 
in  a greater  quantity  than  ufua!,  it  fcarcely  pro- 
duces any  effedt  upon  the  patient 

* The  extradt  of  bark,  for  the  fake  of  gain,  may  be 
adulterated  more  eafily  ; and  De  Haen,  with  moft  other  Ger- 
man phyficians,  ufed  to  employ  the  bark  in  that  form.  The 
true  and  genuine  extradt,  on  account  of  a fmall  quantity  only 
being  produced  from  a great  quantity  of  the  bark,  fells  at 
a very  high  price.  By  the  addI'j.on  of  foreign  fubftances, 
therefore,  or  by  the  extradts  afforded  by  other  plants,  apothe- 
caries  incrcafe  its  quantity,  and  their  own  gain.  Nor  are  the 
apothecaries  in  Germany  guiltlefs  of  fuch  frauds,  their  avarice 
in  this  way  having  been  of  late  clearly  detedled,  and  defervedly 
punifhed. 


87.  But  befides  the  remedies  which  either  pr 

vent  or  check  gangrene  of  the  fauces,  both  taken 

into  the  ftomach,  and  injedled  into  the  throat,  or 
employed  in  the  form  of  a gai:gle,  fome  are  alfo 

employed  externally  to  draw  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe  outwards.  De  Haen  caiifed  blifters  of 
cantharides,  or  cataplafms,  with  muftard-feed,  to 
'be  laid  upon  the  neck,  following  the  example  of 
the  moft  ancient  phyficians,  who  ufed  to  produce 

ulceration  of  the  Ikin  in  inflamma- 
tion of  the  throat  by  acrid  and  fait 
applications.  Wlien  the  pain  and  heat  fhow  that 
cxceffive  irritation  is  prefent,  endangering  the  ap- 
proach of  gangrene,  I prefer  anodyne  and  anti- 
feptic  fomentations  of  the  cooling  and  antiphlo- 
giftic  kind.  Decoftions'  of  elder-berry  flowers 
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and  mallows,  mixed  with  vinegar,  and  fomewhat 
warm,  are  confidered  as  being  beft  adapted  to 
this  end.  Nay,  cataplafms  of  mallows  and  lint- 
feed,  and  crumbs  of  bread  boiled  in  milk,  are 
very  proper,  provided  they  be  frequently  re- 
newed, that  they  may  not  become  cold.  Neither 
muft  we,  perhaps,  on  all  occafions 
approve  of  the  exceffive  profufion  \i«Zftrbe 
in  purging  and  bleeding,  which 
De  Haen  employed,  as  every  where  appears 
from  the  hiftories  of  fcarlet  fever  recorded  by 
him.  Nor  muft  we  give  our  aflent  to  his  ex- 
treme paitiality  in  favour  of  the  cooling  regimen, 
by  which  he  was  too  frequently  led  to  permit  the 
patient  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  thus  occafioned  a 
checking  of  the  cuticiilar  difcharge.  It  was  per- 
haps in  confequence  of  this,  that  the  patients  un- 
der his  care  were  liable  to  very  fevere  and  unu- 
fual  changes  of  the  complaint,  and  remained 
longer  afledted  with  it  than  uftial.  I am  well  in- 
formed that  many  of  the  patients  experienced  the 
fad  confequences  of  fuch  rafhnefs.  For  fudden 
and  fatal  metaftafes  are  too  often  the 
refult.  But  when,  either  in  confe-  YhTftrikingTnrf 
(juence  of  the  cooling  regimen,  or 
purging  or  bleeding  being  improperly  employed, 

31'  from  any  other  caufe,  the  fcarlet  eruption  ftrikes 
n,  giving  rife  to  dangerous  fymptoms,  we  muft 
nake  all  manner  of  hafte  to  recall  it.  W^ith 
Vox..  IL  D d 
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which  view  Kirchvogel  frequently  employed 
with  advantage  blifters  externally,  and  camphor 
and  warm  drink  internally.  But  in  this  cafe 
we  muft  employ  with  all  manner  of  difpatch 
the  remedies  which  I have  elfewhere  recom- 
mended The  falutary  motions  of  nature,  how- 
ever, when  they  are  neither  exceffive  nor  defec- 
tive, muft  be  kept  up  by  all  means  ; and  we 
ought  to  promote  them  with  acidulous,  .tepid, 
and  gently-diaphoretic  drink,  and  with  fparing 
antifeptic  food,  fit  for  fupporting  the  ftrength, 
until  the  dlfeaie  takes  a turn,  and  is  refolved,  the 
rednefs  gradually  difappearing,  and  a defquaraa- 
tion  of  the  fcarfifkin  taking  place.  At  length,  as 
in  the  benign  difeafe,  the  belly  ought  to  be  pur- 
ged once  or  twice  by  means  of  fome  mild  cathar- 
tic f . 

* Voi.  I.  par.  219* 

f As  I have  already  quoted  (81.)  the  defcription  of  the  epi- 
demic, malignant,  and  mixed  fcarlet  fever,  given  by  Zulatti,  it 
is  proper  not  to  pafs  over  the  fimple  manner  of  cure  which  he 
employed  with  fafety  and  advantage.  Immediately  on  its 
commencement  he  perceived  that  it  arofe  from  a vitiated 
condition  of  the  chyle  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  and  the  fetid  perfpi- 
ration  *,  from  the  foul,  mucous  tongue  •,  lofs  of  appetite  *,  nau- 
fea  *,  fpontaneous  vomiting ; the  pafling  of  worms  •,  and  from 
very  oily  ftools.  Hence  he  turned  his  attention  to  purging  the 
prim^  of  this  colluvies  by  promoting  the  diarrhoea,  when 
prefent,  and  by  gently  exciting  it,  when  it  was  not  prefent.  On 
which  account  he  employed  a cathaitic  and  anthelminthic  medi- 
cine, confining  of  two  drachms  of  rhubarb,  a drachm  and  a hall 
of  jalap,  and  a drachm  of  worm-feed,  reduced  to  a fine  powder 
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snd  three  ounces  of  fennel-water,  with  two  ounces  of  treacle- 
water,  forming  a liquid  mixture.  But  of  this  mixture,  according 
to  the  patient’s  ftrength  and  age,  temperament,  and  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe,  he  every  day  gave  three,  four,  or  five  fpoonfuls, 
fometimes  more,  fometimes  lefs,  at  feparate  intervals,  until  the 
belly  was  relaxed.  The  dofe  of  the  medicine  was  afterwards  ac- 
commodated to  the  excretions,  in  fuch  a way  that  they  might 
not  exceed  bounds,  but  continue  to  draw  off  the  colluvies.  Nor 
was  there  occafion  for  any  other  medicine  during  the  whole  com- 
plaint. After  the  firft  ftools  the  fymptoms  were  immediately  re- 
lieved, efpecially  the  headach,  convulfions,  inflamipation  of  the 
throat,  and  knawing  fenfation  at  the  ftomach.  Hence  alfo  the 
colour,  from  being  of  a very  deep  red,  became  of  a pale-rofe  co- 
lour. Nor  was  it  long  before  the  itching,  which  was  an  excellent 
fymptom,  came  on,  together  with  foft  and  full  pulfe.  Within  five 
or  fix  hours,  twenty-four  ftools  in  fome  patients  were  fufficient 
to  produce  thefe  good  effedbs,  in  others  more  were  necelTary, 
according  to  the  degree  of  the  putrid  colluvies.  In  little  chil- 
dren generally  one  dofe  of  the  remedy  removed  the  whole  com- 
plaint j in  lucn  as  were  farther  advanced  it  was  fometimes  necel— 
fary  to  repeat  the  dofe,  but  it  was  never  taken  off  entirely.  This 
was  the  moft  ufual  and  certain  method  of  cure  he  employed. 
He  confefies,  however,  that  he  had  fometimes  recourfe  to 
bleeding  alfo,  to  remove  fome  dangerous  fymptom.  But  that  re- 
medy was  ufeful  when  a hard  and  full  pulfe  and  excelTive  headach 
required  being  moderated.  The  blood  when  drawn  never 
fhewed  the  bufiy  coat.  Sometimes  alfo  there  v/as  room  for 
blifters,  that  is,  when  the  patient  was  opprefled  with  deep 
fleep.  But  nothing  was  better  and  more  efficacious  than 
purging  the  belly.  The  diet  confifted  intirely  of  panada, 
or  bread  dipped  in  pure  water  j as  animal  food,  or  animal 
broths,  increafed  the  fever  and  rednefs.  For  drink  pure 
water,  or  tindlured  v/ith  nitre,  was  given  liberally.  The  pa- 
tients were  covered  with  a moderate  quantity  of  bed-cloatI\s, 
and  frelh  air  was  admitted  fevetal  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
And  whatever  favoured  of  an  alexipharmac  or  diaphoretic  wa? 
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was  forbidden.  Thus  the  whole  of  the  fcarlet  fevers  which 
he  treated  were  happily  removed. 


THE 


SECONDART  DISEASES, 

OR 

ANOTHER  STAGE  OF  THE  SCARLET  FEVER. 

88.  But  experience  has  frequently  fhewn  that, 
after  the  refolution  of  the  fcarlet  eruption,  and 
defquamation  of  the  epidermis,  cdnvalefcents, 
by  negleding  the  diaphoretic  regimen,  or  incau- 
tioufly  expofing  themfelves  to  the  cold  air,  or  if 
they  have  not.  had  a perfe£t  criiis,  fometimes  a few 

days  after,  fometimes  about  the  twen- 

"^^hurtfui ty-firft  day,  or  even  later,  fall  into 
very  fevere  difeafes,  by  which  many 
of  them  are  cut  off Nor  does  this  happen  only  in 
the  malignant  and  epidemic  fcarlet  fevers,  which 
are  more  liable  to  this  accident,  but  alfo  in  the 
benign  and  regular  ones,  though  much  feldome;:, , 
as  we  are  informed  by  the  beft  practitioners  "j*.  • 
This  is  called  the  fecond  period,  or  ftage,  of: 
fcarlatina  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fever  fuc-- 
ceeding  to  confluent  or  malignant  fmall-pox,  has  < 
generally  got  the  name  of  feconday  fever. 

* An  inftance  of  univerfal  oedema,  into  which  a patient 
on  the  thirtieth  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  after  ha- 
ving been,  long  free  of  fever  and  the  fcarlet  eruption,  in  con- 
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fequencc  of  getting  out  of  bed  to  breathe  the  pure  air,  is  re- 
corded by  a very  experienced  phyfician  of  Florence,  namely, 
Aloys  Nerius.  V , Awifi  fopra  la  falute  umana^  vol.  iii.  p.  262. 

f Ibid»  J Heifb.  Compend»  med»  1.  c. 

89.  But  thefe  complaints  (88.),  although  pro- 
ceeding from  one  and  the  farne  caiife,  are  of  a 
manifold  nature,  according  as  the 
acrid  humour,  v/hich  ought  to  have 
been  difperfed  through  the  pores  of 
the  fkin,  attacks  particular  parts.  In  fome  people, 
being  carried  to  the  joints  of  the  extremities,  it 
excites  pain  and  rednefs,  as  in  gouty  patients 
In  others  it  affeds  the  lymphatic  glands,  can- 
fing  fwelling,  induration,  and  pain  in  them  f , 
Very  frequently  it  is  carried  to  the  lungs,  produ- 
cing dyfpncea,  and  a fenfe  of  fuffocation  : but  if 
it  attacks  the  head,  or  brain,  delirium,  convul- 
fions,  and  death,  fhortly  follow 

11  1 r 1 OEdematous 

Ur  all  the  lymptoms,  however,  the  tweiiing  very 

nr  • 1 frequent. 

molt  rrequent  is  an  cedematous,  or 
leucophlegmatic  fwelling,  affeding  the  whole 
body,  or  particular  parts  of  it,  generally  accom- 
panied with  fcanty,  turbid,  and  dark-coloured 
urine,  and  fometimes  with  a total  fuppreffion  of 
it  |[.  I find  that  that  was  already  noticed  by  Sen- 
nert ; for,  after  defquamation  of  the  fkin,  he  ob- 
ferves,  ‘‘  Shortly  the  feet,  up  to  the  ancles,  and 
even  to  the  calves,  fwell,  the  hypochondres 
are  affeded,  the  refpiration  becomes  difficult, 
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the  belly  fwells,  and  the  patients,  not  without 
much  labour,  and  a great  length  of  time,  are  at 
length  reftored  to  their  former  health  : frequently 
alfo  they  die  §. 


* In  this  other  ftage  Rofen  obferved  the  urine  not  only 
fcanty,  but  refembling  water  in  which  fiefh  had  been  wafhed. 


Vid.  Trait,  cit.  verjlon  gallic,  p.  281. 

f Sennert,  Defehr.  1.  4.  cap.  xii.  De  varioL  etmorhil.  p.  178. 
X Heifl.  1.  c.  11  De  Haen,  1.  c. 

^ Ij.  c« 


90.  But  the  fwelllng  with  which  I have  men- 
tioned the  body  to  be  afFefted,  is  of  a double 

kind ; the  one  warm,  and  the 


double  nature,  other  cold  : a dlftindlion  which  de- 
warm atid  cold.  ^ , »11 

ierves  particular  notice,  that  the 


proper  cure  may  be  adapted  to  each  of  them. 
I call  that  the  cold  one  which  refembles 
an  aftual  oedema,  or  anafarca,  appearing 
white,  foft,  and  watery,  and  by  no  means 
warm  to  the  touch,  being  accompanied  with 
univerfal  debility,  lofs  of  appetite,  low’,  languid 
pulfe,  not  hard  nor  febrile  ; while  the  warm  one 
approaches  more  to  a leucophlegmatia  fwelling,  is 
hard  and  tenfe,  does  not  retain  the  impreffion  of' 
the  finger,  and  imparts  an  acrid  or  pungent  heat : 
to  the  touch,  attended  with  a hard,  frequent,  and 
febrile  pulfe,  difficulty  of  breathing,  fnorlng,  dry, . 
white  tongue,  generally  exceffive  thirft,  fome-  • 
times,  however,  inconfiderable,  and  with  very 
fcanty  urine,  or  almoft  a fuppreffion  of  it.  If  I 
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niiftake  not,  the  firft  who  obferved  this  very  ufeful 
and  real  diftlndion  were  the  phyfi- 


cians  of  Florence  to  whofe  inge- 
nuity and  pradical  as  well  as  ana- 


The  Florentine 
phyficians  were 
the  firfi;  who 
knew  the  difeafe. 


tomical  knowledge,  for  fixty  years 
back,  we  owe  not  only  the  true  pathology  of 
the  difeafe,  but  alfo  the  beft  and  fureft  method  of 
cure.  For,  about  the  year  1717,  in  Florence, 
when  a great  many  laboured  under  an  epidemic 
fcarlet  fever,  and  all  were  cured  about  the  I4fh  day 
by  Sydenham’s  fimple  method  ; it  was  obferved, 
that  fome  of  the  convalefcents,  about  the  twenty- 
firft  day,  began  to  complain  of  a certain  degree 
of  heavinefs  in  their  refpiration,  a flight  cough, 
and  fome  fwelling  of  the  eyes,_  face,  and  outfide 
of  the  throat ; which  fymptoms  were  fucceeded 
by  fever,  and  as  they  increafed, — -efpecially  the 
fwelling,  which  became  univerfal,  attended  with 
flight  pain  in  the  cheft,  tenfion,  and  fometimes 
tormina  of  the  abdomen,  and  fuppreflion  of  urine, 
— the  patients,  having  been  previoufly  treated 
with  diuretics,  were  fpeedily  carried  off  f . After 
this,  the  dead  bodies  being  opened,  it  was 
found  that  the  lungs,  pleura,  intercoftal  mufcles, 
diaphragm,  kidneys,  and  inteftines,  were  more 
or  lefs  inflamed.  They  were  therefore  led  to 
adopt  the  opinion,  that  peripneumony,  induced 
by  a metaftafis  of  the  morbific  matter  not  com- 
pletely evacuated,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  th^ 
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primary  difeafe  ; and  that  the  leucophlegmatie 
fwelling  was  a fymptom  or  effeO:  of  it.  For  the 
lungs,  and  other  parts  devoted  to  the  fundion 
of  refpiration,  being  inflamed,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  the  fluids  through  the  precordia  being 
on  that  account  nearly  interrupted,  they  eafily 
underflood  why  the  return  of  fluids,  both  by  the 
veins  carrying  blood  and  lymph,  being  retarded, 
and  the  abforption  of  the  ferous  fluid  from  the 
cellular  membrane  being  checked,  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  body  became  unufually  fwelled,  in 
confequence  of  retention  of  its  more  vifcid  and 

thicker  part.  Wherefore,  in  others 
ferviceabk^  labouring  Under  this  difeafe,  they 
began  to  let  blood  from  the  arm, 
and,  If  it  were  necefiary,  it  was  repeated  ; by 
means  of  which  they  were  all  cured,  the  luccefs 
with  which  it  was  attended  fhowing  the  propriety 
of  fuch  a pradice 

* Avvif.  fopra  la  fal.  um,  T.  3.  N.  5. 
f J.  Calvus  Comment,  de  hodierna  Etrufc.  clinica.  To  be 
found  in  Roncalli  Parolini  Medicina  Europa^  P*  333* 

J Ibid. 


91.  Nor  was  bleeding  ferviceable  in  that  epi- 
demic only,  but  on  different  occafions  afterwards, 

whenever  fuch  a leucophlegmatia 
^ngaUvaysrecei-  fwelliug  fupcrvened  in  convalef- 


ved  benefit  from 
bleeding. 


cents  from  this  difeafe. 


accompa- 


nied with  fever,  and  the  othcv 
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marks  of  warm  fwelling,  although  it  did  not 
feem  to  arife  from  an  internal  inflammatory  con- 
geftion  of  the  lungs  and  other  vifcera,  hut  merely 
from  infardlion  of  the  cellular  membrane,  occa- 
fioned,  as  fometimes  happens,  by  retention  of 
the  acrid  perfpirable  matter.  Hence  ail  the  phy- 
ficians  of  Tufeany,  in  oppofmg  this  affedion, 
which  would  otherwife  prove  fatal,  have  laid  it 
down  as  a rule,  to  employ  the  antiphiogiltic  re- 
gimen, namely,  bleeding,  nitre,  corredting  and 
fubacid  remedies  *. 

* Avvif,  fopra  la  fal,  uman.  1.  c. 


92.  But  if  the  body,  belly,  legs,  or  other  parts 
are  feized  with  the  true  cold  and 
foft  fwelling,  without  fever,  a total-  ^Miing  isfo\e 
ly  different  plan  of  cure  miift  be  em- 
ployed*  Then  all  the  remedies  which  gently 
draw  off  the  ferous  colluvies  are  confidered  as 
moft  proper,  of  which  kind  are  cathartics  occa- 
Tonally  repeated,  and  diuretics  con- 

,*  j Ml  1 , » . r 1 1 Catltgrtics  and 

tinued  tiii  the  complaint  is  reiolved.  diuretics  hold 
But  of  thefe  De  Haen  * advifes  us 
to  feledl  fuch  as  are  poffeffed  of  both  a correding 
and  cooling  quality.  But,  for  relaxing  tfie  belly, 
I rather  approve  of  manna,  its  fyrup  or  conferve, 
cream  of  tartar,  fal  polychreft,  caffia  flowers, 
or  its  infufion.  When  cathartics  are  refufed 
by  patients,  clyflers  may  be  employed,  confifting 
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of  a decoction  of  the  leaves  of  fenna,  which  fuf- 
ficlently  powerfully  removes  the  ferous  fluids. 
To  excite  a flow  of  the  urine,  many  propofe  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  drops  of  tindure  of  fait  of  tar- 
tar, to  be  drunk  off  twice  or  thrice  a- day,  in  a 
proper  vehicle.  Some  alfo  attempt  to  increafe  its 
power  by  the  addition  of  the  liquor  terres  foliated 
tartan^  or  fp*  nitri  dulcis*  Like  wife  nitre  given 
liberally,  the  decoftions  of  aperient  roots,  and 
oxymel  of  fquills,  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the 
addition  of  a fyrup,  are  not  without  their  ufe. 
Sometimes  when  the  difeafe  was  very  obftinate, 
and  when  there  was  fome  reafon  to  fufpefl:  the 
prefence  of  afeites,  children,  particularly,  when 
afledfed  in  this  manner,  were  reftored  by  fyrup 
of  fuccory  and  rhubarb,  and  by  an  infulion  of 
]uniper-berries,  fweetened  with  fome  opening 

fyrup.  If  laxity  and  want  of  tone 

‘ba.k 'and  *6  foUds  fccm  to  be  prefent,  Pe- 

Lhfters  are  nidi-  bark  is  added  with  advan- 

cated. 

tage  to  thefe  remedies.  De  Haen  f 
mentions  his  having  removed  afeites  by  interpo- 
fing  its  ufe  among  the  other  remedies.  Plafters  of 
cantharides,  alfo,  which  are  otherwdfe  ufed  in 
anafarca  with  advantage,  are  recommended  here 
by  Vogel  J.  Repeated  trials  have  fliewn  that 
fudorifics,  on  account  of  the  obftrudtion  of  the 
Ikln  rendering  them  inert,  prove  of  no  fervice  . 

* Kat*  contin,  1.  c.  f Ihid.  % L.  C.  § clvi. 

jj  Heifter  and  De  Haen,  1.  c. 


OF  the  scarlet  fever. 


The  pains  of  the 
joints  and  glan- 
dular fwellings 
require  the  fame 
mode  of  treat- 
ment. 


93.  In  a fimilar  way  muil  we  relieve  the 
pains  in  the  joints,  and  fwellings  of 
the  glands  (yi*),  which  fucceed  to 
fcarlatina.  For  they  either  fliew  a 
warm  and  inflammatory  nature, 
and  are  combined  with  fever,  or 
they  are  cold,  as  they  are  called,  and  fimply 
lymphatic,  unaccompanied  wdth  fever.  In  the 
former  cafe  we  are  to  employ  antiphlogiftic  re- 
medies, in  the  other  cathartics  and  diuretics,  to 
produce  refolution  of  them.  Among  the  cathar- 
tics jalap  and  fweet  mercury,  among  the  diure- 
tics fquills  and  millipedes,  hold  the  firft  rank. 
Meza  mentions,  that  in  the  epidemic  fcarlet 
fever  of  Copenhagen,  the  glandular  tumours 
of  the  neck  and  parotids,  when  they  did  not 
fuppurate,  and  were  of  long  ftanding,  befides 
mercurial  cathartics,  received  advantage  from  a 
liniment  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  fpirit  of  fal 
ammoniac,  fuccinated  liquor  of  hartfhorn,  and 
camphor.  Pleiicizl  celebrates  the  wonderful 
virtue  of  aurum  fulminans  in  thefe  fucceflTions  of 
the  difeafe  ; and  in  particular  the  pills  of  Weber 
of  Turnberg,  a phyfician  of  confiderable  celebrity, 
which  contain  the  aurum  fulminaris  in  their  com- 
pofition,  are  held  in  the  hlgheft  eftimatlonf.  But 
as  I obferve  the  aurum  fulminans  added  to  other 
medicines,  fufficlently  efficacious  of  themfelves, 
as  fweet  mercury,  Rhubarb,  fpirit  of  coagula- 
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ted  fait,  fquills,  &c.  ; It  remains  doubtful  whe- 
ther or  not  the  good  efFedls  arifing  from  its  em- 
ployment ought  to  be  afcribed  to  the  aurum  fulmi- 
nans, or  to  the  other  fubftances  with  which  it  is 
Wended.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  remedy,  when 
fever  is  prefent,  and  efpecially  when  it  is  fome- 
what  violent,  judicious  praditioners  are  agreed, 
ought  not  to  be  admitted 

* Op.  phjftco-meL  T.  lii.  The  fubftance  gf  his  treatlfe  on 
fcarlatina,  with  feventeen  obfervations,  illuftrated  with  anno- 
tations, is  inferted  in  Fafcic.  2.  Oper,  min.  med.  et  DiJJert.  a 
Fran.  X aver.  De  Wafferberg  ColleEl.  p.  i88. 

f Weber’s  pills  are  made  as  follows  : 

Rhei  eled.  fp.  fal.  coag.  ana  drach.  ij.  Merc.  dulc.  aur, 
fulmn.  extradb.  fcill.  ana  drach.  i.  Rob.  junip.  q.  s.  ut  f. 
pil.  gran.  i.  vel.  ij.  auro  argentove  obvolvend.  D.  n.  i. 
vel.  ij.  pro  ratione  setatis  quovis  bihorio,  fic  ut  folvatur  al- 
vus ter  lingulis  diebus.  Sin  minus,  add.  pilulis  magifterium 
mcchoacannae,  aut  digrydium  fulphurat.  aut  pilulae  coc- 
chiae.  Superbib.  infuf.  baccar,  junip.  vel  radic.  aperient. 
Poll,  trium  vel  quatuor  dierum  fpatium  intermittatur  ad 
unum  diem.  Paregorica  dentur  vefperi  ad  fedandum. 

De  Haen,  Rat.  con  A P.  i.  c.  viii.  p-  146.  and  147. 

94.  It  remains  that  the  patients  fhould  be  kept 
quiet,  of  a moderate  and  uniform  temperature, 

and  that  a gentle  and  conftant 
perfpiration  ftiould  be  preferved. 
But  in  the  fame  manner  as  cold  and  expofure 
to  the  open  air  are  injurious,  exceffive  heat  alfo 
is  not  unattended  with  harm,  and  is  therefoie 
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carefully  to  be  avoided.  If  their  ftrength  be 
fufEcient  to  permit  it,  .Heiflier  does  not  object  to 
their  walking  about  in  their  bed-chamber,  in  a 
proper  temperature,  and  defended  againft  the  cold 
air  Laftly,  the  nature  of  the  diet  ought  to  be 
accommodated  to  the  complaint,  namely,  cooling 
and  opening,  and  confifting  more  of  vegetable 
than  animal  matter. 

* Comp.  med.  praB.  c.  iv.  § xxxu 


chapter  V. 

OF  THE  NETTLE-RASH 

< 

95.  Of  almoft  all  the  exanthemata,  the  flighteft 
and  fafeft  is  that  which  is  named  Nettle~rajh, 
After  a flight  attack  of  fever,  like  an  ephemera, 
fometimes  without  any  fever,  it  breaks  out  under 
the  form  of  whitifh  red  fpots,  diftindt,  and  raifmg 
the  fkin,  and  attended  with  itching  ; in  fize  and 
appearance  very  like  thofe  occafioned  by  the  prick- 
ing of  nettles,  or  the  flings  of  wafps  or  bees. 
Thefe  puftules  occur  not  only  in  children,  but  in 
adults  alfo,  quickly  covering  the  whole  body,  and 
increafing  like  fmall  tubercle^  \ but  they  attack  in 
particular  the  face,  neck,  and  arms ; and,  if 
ever  they  conceal  themlelves  under  the  fkin, 
they  occafion  intolerable  itching,  and  quickly 


430 


OF  THE  NETTLE-RASH. 


re-appear  on  being  flightly  fcratched.  They 
appear  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  chiefly  after 
the  drinking  too  much  wine  and  other  diffufible 
flimulif;  fometimes  without  any  evident  exciting 
caufe  X ; although  I have  occafionally  obferved 
that  complaint  produced  by  fome  acrid  fordes  in 
the  ftomach  ||,  or  by  fuppreflion  of  the  perfpira- 
tion. 

* Synonyms.  The  other  fpecies  of  the  er^tpelatous  fever  of 
Sydenham.  Oper.feEi.  vi.  c.  6.  The  Effera^  Sora  and  Sare  Arabum, 
of  Sennert,  med.  praB,  1.  v.  P.  i.  de  tumor,  c.  xxvi.  The  purpura 
urticata  of  Juncker.  Tab.  75.  j and  of  Schacht,  Inf.  med.praB. 
c.  xi.  § vi.  The  Purpura  urticata,  nonnullis  Porcelaine  of 
Lieutaud.  Synops,  med.  tom.  i.  1.  ii.  fe£l.  iv.  The  Febris  urtU 
cata  of  Vogel.  De  cog.  et  cur.  morb.  § clviii.  and  of  others. 
The  fcarlatina  artlcata  of  Sauvages.  ITofol.  cl.  iii.  ord.  i.  gen.  8. 
fp.  2.  The  febris  rubra  pruri gino fa  of  the  fame  author. 

f Sydenh.  1.  c. 

J Swiet.  § Dccxxhi. 

jj  After  the  eating  of  lobfters,  limpits,  urchins,  crabs,  and 
other  fhell-fifh,  Lieutaud  has  fliewn  us  that  fuch  an  erup- 
tion fometimes  occurs.  Synop.  med.  T.  i.  1.  ii.  fe6f.  iv.  Cap. 
cut.  macul.  et  eflorefcenta. 


96.  When  this  eruption  is  preceded  by  fever, 
it  begins  with  fcarcely  preceptible  chillinefs  of  the 

furface,  fucceeded  by  heat,  though 
not  great,  with  moderate  thirft, 
and  fome  uneafmefs  in  the  head, 
or  a very  flight  headach,  and  a particular  feeling 
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t>f  anxiety  about  the  prsecordia. 

The  eruption. 

together  with  debility.  On  the  fpots 
breaking  out,  which  generally  happens  a few 
hours  afterwards,  the  fever,  anxiety,  and  other 
fymptoms  difappear.  But  the  eruption  continues 
two  or  three  days  until  they  are  intirely  refolved 
by  the  infenfible  perfpiration.  Frequently,  how- 
ever, the  whole  noxious  humour  is  not  expelled 
by  one  eruption.  On  the  fever  remitting  the 
fpots  arc  likewife  diminilhed,  but  on  a flight  de- 
gree of  fever  returning,  in  the  evening  they 
again  break  out,  difappearlng  in  the  morning. 
Thus  they  come  and  go*  for  feveral  times  until 
their  fomes  is  intirely  exhaufted.  It  frequently 
happens  that  in  confequence  of  heat  of  the  bed 
and  the  perfpiration  being  increafed,  they  feem  to 
' have  dlfappeared,  but  on  the  patient’s  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air  on  getting  out  of  bed,  the  perfpira- 
tion being  checked,  the  fpots  become  confpicuous, 
raifing  the  fkln  as  before,  and  being  attended 
with  remarkable  itching  and  heat. 

. . How  it  difappear*. 

It  rarely  terminates  in  defquama- 

tion,  although  others  alledge  that  the  eruption  is 

liable  to  this  termination. 

I 

97.  I have  more  than  once  feen  it  alFecfl  only 
certain  parts,  as  the  arms  or  legs,  fometimes  alfo 
the  v^hole  body,  without  fever,  and 

. , , , . It  i s fometimes 

remain  changeable,  going  and  co-  without  fever, 
ming  at  particular  hours  for  feveral 
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days,  but,  in  general,  it  does  not  exceed  four 
days.  It  is  an  obfervation  of  Van  Swieten’s 
that,  on  their  difappearing,  anxiety  of  the  praecor- 
dia and  flight  fainting  fucceed  to  them,  and  that, 
on  their  {Iriking  out  again,  thefe  inconveniences 
ceafe  intirely.  Thofe  who  are  thus  affefted,  in 
other  refpeds  are  well.  Hence,  however,  it  ap- 
pears, that  their  ftriking  in  will  not  be  unattend- 
ed with  harm.  Vogel,  when  the  eruption  is  at- 
tended with  fever,  tells  us,  that  frequently  fhiver- 
ings  occur,  and  loofenefs  generally  from  the  be- 
ginning, together  with  turbid  and  diflimy  urine; 
but  that  there  is  no  danger  prefent,  and  that  the 
fever  is  refolved  by  critical  fweat  on  the  firfl:  week. 
Eut  I imagine  that  it  is  very  feldom  fo  long  pro- 
trailed. 


* 


L.  c< 


98.  If  the  nature  of  this  eruption  is  carefully 
confidered,  it  mufl;  appear  evident  that  it  differs 
, very  widely  from  eryfipelas,  of 

How  It  differs  from  . , ^ / r 5 

other  fimilar  e-  which  Sydenham  * and  Meza  f 

confidered  it  as  a fpecies ; and  from 
the  fcarlet  eruption,  to  which  it  was  referred  by 
Sauvages  J,  as  Lieutaud  and  Vogel  had  already 
remarked.  I can  much  lefs  affent  to  the  opinion 
of  Schacht,  who  imagined  that  the  nettle-rafli 
does  not  differ  from  the  red  miliary  eruption, 
excepting  in  the  fize  of  the  fpots.  Nor  will  it  ap- 
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pear  furprifmg  that  this  otherwife  judicious 
phyfician  ranked  the  prefent  complaint  amongft 

the  fevereft  ones,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
others. 

^ t Compend.  med,  pradf.  fafc.  i.  cap.  xvii. 

^ t 11  Injlit,  med.  pradl.  c.  xi,  § vi. 


THE  CURE. 


99.  In  general  the  acrimony  of  the  fluids 
I requires  diluents  and  corredlives  5 any  indigeftiou 
: that  may  be  prefent,  gentle  and 
E antiphlogiftic  cathartics ; and  the  re- 
5 tention  of  the  perfpirable  matter  in 
the  cutaneous  veflels,  gentle  diaphoretics.  Syden- 
[ ham,  who  confldered  this  eruption  as  an  eryfi- 
f pelatous  one,  recommended  bleeding  and  fre- 
[quent  purging.  But,  unlefs  there  be  prefent 
i great  heat  of  the  blood,  or  violent  fever,  or  great 
■ fulnefs  of  the  veflels,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  let  blood, 
[.and  perhaps  even  injurious.  I would  more  readily 
I agree  with  Sennert,  who,  after  bleeding,  if  any  of 
ithe  above-mentioned  caufes  required  it,  propofes 
t purging  the  belly  by  means  of  tamarinds,  myro- 
f bolans,  and  rhubarb,  and  next  recommends  fubacid 
.alteratives,  emulfionsof  the  cold  feeds,  and,  lafily, 
ibathing  in  tepid  water.  We  muft,  hov/ever,  obferve 
VoL.  II.  E 


e 
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caution  in  the  employment  of  purgatives,  that  v/e 
may  not  check  the  operation  of  nature,  attempting  ^ 
a critical  expulhonof  the  noxious  humour  through 
the  pores  of  the  fkin.  It  Is  proper,  therefore,  to 
withdraw  the  fomes  of  the  difeaie  gently,  anu 
per  eplcrajm^  by  means  of  antiphlogiflic  cathartics. 
It  is  wonderful  how  effedually  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafe,  efpeeially  v^^hen  it  returns  and  proves  ob- 
ftinate,  is  removed  in  this  way.  In  {lighter  cafes, 
or  when  the  eruption  is  not  accompanied  with 
fever,  but  w^ith  troublefome  Itching  and  acrimo- 
nious heat,  nothing  is  found  more  falutary  than 
Immerfmg  the  whole  body,  or  the  parts  particu- 
larly affeaed,  into  the  cold  bath.  Thus  the  acri- 
mony is  corredled,  the  phlogofis  abates,  the 
ftagnant  humour  is  refolved,  and  paffes  off  by 
^he  perfpiration.  With  the  fame  view  we  em- 
ploy gentle  heat  of  the  bed,  reft,  and  the  copious 
drinking  of  an  infufion  of  alder-flow’ers  or  tea. 
But,  if  nitre,  roob  of  alder-berries,  and  fyrup  of 
rafp-berries,  or  fuch  like,  be  added  to  it,  its  effi- 
cacy will  be  increafed. 


4 
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The  Essera,  or  Porcelaine  of  the  French^ 

iitit  eiuptlon  which  refembles  the  figure 
and  fize  of  the  leaves  ot  the  plant,  called  by  the 
French  Po7"celaine,  and  by  us  Portulaca,  feems  to 
conftitute  the  eflera  of  Sauvages  and  Sagar,  and 
differs  from  the  former  merely  in  the  fize  of  the 
fpots.  I am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to 
be  confidered  only  as  a variety  of  the  nettle-rafh ; 
for  in  other  refpedfs  both  eruptions  agree  intirelv.’ 
Thofe  who  eftablilh  in  it  a new  genus  of  com- 
plaint «,  affirm,  that  the  difference  confifts  in  the 
effera  being  intirely  void  of  itching.  Bur  I 
very  much  doubt  that  this  is  uniformly  the  cafe  ; 
and,  if  It  ever  is,  I do  not  confider  it  as  afford- 
ing a fafficient  diftindtion  between  it  and  the 
nettle~ralh. 

* Sauv.  cl.  111.  ord.  i.  gen.  ix.  Sagar,  cl.  x.  ord.i.  gen.  k. 
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C HA  P TE'R  VI. 

OF  THE  ESSERA  OF  VOGEL. 

I 

loi.  As  I obferve  a fpecies  of  ejfera  ^5  defcri- 
bed  by  Vogel,  not  unfreqiiently  occurring  m 
his  country,  which  completely  differs,  not  only 
from  the  complaint  to  which  others  have  given 
this  name  (100.),  but  alfo  from  other  exanthe- 
matic  eruptions  of  this  clafs  ; I cannot  pafs  it  over 
in  lilence,  although  it  is  of  very  rare  occurrence 
among  us,  and  is  probably  altogether  overlooked 
by  many  phyficians  here. 

* L.  c.  § clvii. 

1 02.  But  this  fpecies  of  effera,  according  to  the 
very  ingenious  author,  exhibits  broad,  diflin6t 

fpotSjOf  afhiningred  colour, fmooth, 

Its  defcription. 

ing  the  hands  and  face.”  The  eruption  takes 
place  both  with  and  without  fever.  When  it  is 
combined  with  fever,  the  fever  obferves  the  type 
of  an  ephemera,  and  is  attended  with  pains  of  the 
back  and  head,  together  with  vomiting.  It  is 
preceded  by  fhivering,  fucceeded  by  heat  and 
fweating;  and  is  refolved  on  the  third  day  by 
fweat  and  a copious  difcharge  of  urine. 
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103.  The  fpots  are  very  wavering  and  fugi- 
tive, fometimes  appearing  and  fometimes  not. 
They  are  moft  abundant  upon  the  hands,  when  co- 
vered with  the  bed-cloaths ; but  when  the  cloaths 
are  removed,  they  again  difappear.  Sometimes, 
however,  the  reverfe  of  this  takes  place,  or  they 
become  more  confpicuous  in  the  cold,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  perfpiratory  matter  being  checked, 
and  they  difappear  in  a warm  temperature,  being 
clifperfed  along  with  the  perfpiration.  Nor  is  their 
ftriking  in  attended  with  fuch  danger.  On  the  third 
day,  at  fartheft,  they  become  difcoloured  and  pale, 
immediately  previous  to  the  defquamation  taking 
place. 

104.  The  eruption  generally  comes  on  fpon- 
taneoufly,  and  alone.  Sometimes  it  precedes 
bilious  fevers.  At  other  times 

The  eruption 
fpontaneous, 
and  fome- 
times fecon- 

drying.  This  eruption  is  faid  to  ap- 
pear  particularly  in  fummer  and  winter;  and  when 
a perfon  has  once  laboured  under  it,  he  is  very  apt 
to  a return  of  it.  With  refped  to  the 

The  cure. 

cure  ; a gentle  diaphorefis,  and  co- 
vering up  the  patient  with  the  bed-cloaths,  are 
faid  to  be  fufficient.  It  is  certainly  a very  flight 
eruption,  and  fcarcely  requires  medical  aid ; but 
that  which  Sennert  has  defcribed  clearly  corrq.? 

E e 3 


it  appears  interpofed  among  the 
variolous  puftules  when  they  are 
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fponding  with  the  nettle-rafh,  does  not  agree  with 
the  present,  excepting  in  name  ; whatever  Vo- 
gel may  think  to  the  contrary. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

CONCERNING  THE  PEMPHIX  OF  MODERN 

AUTHORS  ^ 

OR,  - 

THE  MORBUS  PHLYCTH::N0IDES  * 

105.  This  difeafe  has  derived  Its  name  from 
the  word  fignifying  a veficle.  In  it  great 

blifters,  generally  of  the  fize  of 

Its  defcription.  ^ r • r ^ 

lilberd-nuts,  iometimes  greater,  lei- 
dom  lefs,  full  of  yellow  ferum,  exciting  great  heat 
and  itching,  disfigure  various  parts  of  the  ikin, 
and  continue  for  feveral  days  until,  on  burft:ng, 
they  pour  out  the  ferum,  frequently  leaving 
blackifti  red  fpots,  and  fcales  on  the  fcarf-fkin, 
furrounded  with  a black  colour.  Sometimes 
they  break  out  all  over  the  body,  occafionally 
only  in  particular  parts,  efpecially  on  the  face  and 
neck.  They  are  generally  accompanied  with 
fever,  although  they  have  alfo  been  fometimes  ob- 
f^rved  v/ithout  it  f . 
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^ Synonyms.  The  Pemphigus  of  Sauvagcs,  NoJoL  cl.  iii. 
ord.  i.  gen.  iii.  of  Cuilen,  Gen.  morb.  gen.  32.  *,  of  Sagar,  cl.  x. 
ord.  i,  gen.  iii.  The  Morta  of  TinnaeuSj  Gen.  morb.  gen.  i.  cl.  i, 
ord.  i.  The  Febris  bulloj'a^  pemphigodes  recetitiorum  of  Vogel, 
JOe  cog,  et  cur.  morb,  ^ clix.  The  Exanthemata  feroja  of  Pifo,  T)e 
morb.  a feros,  colluv.  et  diluv.  ortis,  obfervat.  CL.  The  Febris 
vsftcularis  of  Macbride,  Introd.  meth.  in  Theor.  et  Prax.  med. 

r.  2.  1.  i.  c.  xviii.  The  Febris  pemphigodes  Ephem.  Germ.  Dec.  i. 
ann.  viii.  obs.  56. 

t Sauv.  1.  c.  Vogel.  1.  c. 


I oo.  This  eruption  alfo  is  twofold,  there  being 
one  kind  which  is  malignant,  and  of  rare  occur- 
rence, another  which  is  malignant,  pernicious,  and 
often  epidemic,  nay,  fometimes,  as 
we  are  told,  even  contagious  ; and 
this  laft  is  of  much  morelfrequent  oc- 
currence. The  benign  kind  is  either  without  fever, 
or  is  generally  conjoined  with  a flight  one  attend- 
ed with  no  danger  But  the  blifters  raife  the 
fKin  upon  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day  f , nay, 
fometimes  not  till  the  fourth  J ; and  when  the 
difeafe  is  benign,  within  feven  days  they  burft 
and  dry,  no  pus  or  other  fluid  proceeding  from 
them,  but  the  fkin  being  burned,  as  it  were,  into 
dirty  blackifli  fcales,  falls  off.  If  it  be  of  the  ma- 
lignant kind,  however,  iinlefs  they  fall  off  fooner, 
they  do  not  arrive  at  their  termination  and  cri- 
fis,  until  the  fourteenth  day.  But  the  fever  is 
faid  to  obferve  the  type  fometimes  of  a fynochus, 
not  of  the  putrid  kind,  fometimes  that  of  a putrid 
one;  at  other  times  it  has  been  obferved  to  refemble 
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a remittent  fever  and  trytseophya.  It  Is  ufiia! 
for  them  to  leave  no  traces  or  pits  in  the 
fkin,  except  the  blackifh  fpots  mentioned  above 
(105.).  Moreover,  how  far  this  complaint  diflers 
from  the  above  ones,  will  readily  appear  by  compa- 
ring their  defcriptions.  It  can  neither  be  compared 
with  the  white  miliary  eruption,  nor  with  the  wa- 
tery and  chryftaliine  fmall-pox  ; for  the  fpots  in 
the  former  are  generally  no  larger  than  millet-feeds, 
often  even  lefs  ; thofe  in  the  latter,  If  they  become 
confluent,  are  fllled  wntli  feme  pus,  which  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe  in  the  pemphix. 

* I do  not,  however,  pretend  to  affirm,  that  the  difeafe  is 
always  benign  v/hen  it  is  free  of  fever,  or  feems  to  be  fo. 
For  in  January  1760,  when  petechias  prevailed  epidemically  in 
Fayence,  and  many  were  cut  off,  Bofeh,  a nobleman  of  near 
eighty  years  lof  age,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  fome  blifters  of 
this  kind  in  various  parts  of  his  body,  without  their  being  at- 
tended with  fever.  They  contained  a ferous  fluid,  and  on  the 
epidermis  being  burff,  the  fubjacent  parts  appeared  firft  red, 
next  livid  and  black.  , 'Without  any  other  fymptom,  he  died# 
of  thefe  within  four  or  five  days.  But  the  complaint  neither 
affedfed  fuch  as  fat  up  with  him,  nor  was  diffufed  among  tlie^ 
other  domeft  ics. 


f Cullen,  1.  c.  J Sauv.  1.  c. 

107.  Sauvages  mentions  his  having  feen  pem- 
phix prevail  fporadically  at  leaf!:  fix  times 

Likewife,  that  one  feems  to  have^ 
been  fporadic  which  is  deferibed  by^ 
Pifo  f.  Thierry  :[:  has  given  iiSr 
an  account  of  an  epidemic  and  contagious  fpecics. 
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of  (he  ulfeafe,  generally  proving  fatal^  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  foldiers  at  Prague 

, n r epidemicand 

m the  year  1730.  borne  are  or  contagious  fpe- 
opinion  that  it  was  known  to  Hip- 
pocrates and  Galen,  becaufe  they  find  In  the  fixth 
book  of  the  epidemics  ||  mention  made  of  what 
he  calls  fchris  pemphlgodes.  But  what  Hippo- 
crates meant  by  this  name,  Galen  himfelf  has  not 
attempted  to  determine ; nor  have  his  other  inter- 
preters fulficiently  explained  it.  Hence  they  are 
ftill  divided  in  opinion  §.  It  is  likewife  a matter 
of  doubt,  whether  we  ought  to  refer  to  this  dif- 
eafe  the  febris  fynechia  cum  veficuUs  per  peBus 
et  collum  fpmfis^  to  which  Morton  has  given  a 
name,  without  defcribing  it,  contrary  to  what 
others  have  fuppofed. 

* L,  c.  f L.  c.  4 Medic,  experim.  p.  134.  jj  Sect.  i. 
^ Cafpar  a Reies,  Elyf.  incund.  quecjl.  camp,  qureft.  68.  n.  7, 
Append,  ad  exercit.  2. 

108.  Dr  Cullen,  no  lefs  diftlngulfhed  for  his 
erudition  than  found  judgment,  feems  to  doubt 
whether  the  pemphigus  Helveticus  of 
Langhanfi  *,  or  the  third /pecks  of  .tcuif.:"' 

Sauvages,  belongs  to  this  difeafe,  or 
rather  to  the  angina  ulcerofa,  or  maligna.  The 
ill-conditioned  blifters  in  every  cafe  affedtlng  the 
mouth  and  throat,  and  the  plan  of  cure  that  he  em- 
ployed with  fuccefs  in  it,  without  doubt  fliew 
that  that  epidemic  and  contagious  difeafe  was 
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widely  different  fi'om  the  pcmphix5  or  at  leaft  was 
combined  v/ith  ulcerous  or  gangrenous  angina.  The 
fame  author,  alfo,  is  doubtful  whether  ^^pemphi- 
gus in  die  us  f,  as  well  as  that  of  Brafil which 
Sauvages  referred  to  this  difeafe,  really  came  un- 
der this  head  ; for  it  muft  be  owned,  that  our 
knowledge  of  them  is  not  fufEcient  to  de- 
termine our  iudgemenr.  Laftly, 

Whether  or  not  it  . . 

be  always  fymp-  he  inquifcs  whether  or  not  the 

to’.natic.  1 • ! 1 r «a 

pemphix  be  always  lymptomatic  r 
But  he  fee  ms  much  inclined  to  adopt  the 
affirmative.  I am  of  opinion,  however,  that  this 
can  by  no  means  be  granted,  as  it  has  fometimes 
been  found  alone  and  unaccompanied  with  fever. 


% 


Ad.  Helvet.  vol.  ii.  p.  loo.  f Spec.  4.  Spec.  5. 


It  is  always  dan- 


log.  In  either  cafe,  both  when  it  is  a fymp-. 
tom  of  fome  malignant  and  putrid  difeafe,  and 

when  it  is  primary,  it  always  por- 
gerous.  tends  danger,  on  account  of  the 
gangrene  in  v^hich  it  quickly  ter-^ 
minates.  For  fuch  is  the  fervor  of  the  blood,  and 
acrimony  of  the  ferous  fluid,  that  to  whatfo- 
ever  part  it  is  carried,  it  produces  in  it  a burn- 
ing fenfation,  like  that  caufed  by  fire. 
Hence  Pifo,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  when  the  fever  rages  v/ith  great 
violence,  without  hefitation  propofes  bleeding 
and  other  remedies  allaying  exceffive  heat ; nor 
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did  the  phyficians  of  Switzerland  difapprove  of 
this  antiphlogiftic  plan  of 'cure,  in  the  fpecies  of 
the  complaint  which  was  aggravated  with  aph- 
th;£  of  the  mouth  and  fauces.  But  in  that  which 
attacked  the  ioldiers  in  the  s:arrifon  at  Prafrue, 
and  proved  fatal  to  all  that  were  treated  in  any 
other  w^ay,  the  acetura  bezoardcum  alone  was 
found  ferviceable  For,  after  ufing  it,  all  the 
patients  are  faid  to  have  recovered.  Therefore  all 
antifeptics,  efpecially  thofe  mixed  with  acids,  and, 
above  all,  the  Peruvian  bark,  as  in  other  pu- 
trid and  gangrenous  difeafes,  in  this  'one  alfo 
hold  the  firli  rank.  The  blifters,  if  they  do  not 
foon  burfi;  of  their  own  accord,  muft  be  carefully 
opened,  that  the  acrid  humour  may  not  penetrate 
deeper,  or  be  forced  inv/ards.  But  it  is  neceffa- 
ry  to  abftain  from  repreffing,  or  drying,  remedies, 
as  we  are  informed  by  Vogel.  If  the  difeafe  be 
combined  at  the  fame  time  with  ulcerous  and  ma- 
lignant angina,  we  muft  treat  the  latter  complaint 
with  thofe  remedies,  w^hich  fhall  be  recommend- 
ed when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  angina. 

* The  acetum  bezoarticum  is  compofed  ia  die  following 
planner : 

Rad.  Angelica?, 

Enulse, 

Imperator. 

Hirundinar. 

Zedoariaj  an,  drach.  vj. 
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Herb.  Scordii> 

Rutae, 

Salviae  an.  unc.  i. 

Baccar.  Junip.  unc.  fern. 

Flaved.  cortic.  citr.  drach.  vi.  Minut.  inclf.  alFun, 
Aceti  vin.  opt.  r,  iij. 

Poll  fufficient.  digeft.  exprimantur,  et  filtratum  ace-  " 
turn  ad  ufum  reponatur.  t 

Dof.  ab  unc.  dimid.  ad  unam. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 


CONCERNING  MEASLES 


iio.  It  appeared  to  Morton,  that  there  was 
fuch  a refemblance  between  the  fcarlet  eruption 

and  meafles,  that  he  confidered 
^iffe?from^the  cach  dlfcafe  as  difFering  in  degree 

fcarlet  eruption,  ^h^ir  nature.  But  it 

has  already  been  fhewn  (62.)  what  diftinftion 
exifts  between  thefe  affections,  and  it  will  appear 
ftill  more  obvious  on  comparing  each  of  their  de- 
fcriptions.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  the  chief  of* 
whom  are  Rhazes,  Riverius,  and  Sennert,  con- 
fidered meafles  and  fmall-pox  as 
^nveen^mLfl^es  being  Very  clofely  allied,  and  there- 


and  fmall-pox. 


fore  treated  of  them  not  apart,  but 
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together.  There  is  a wide  diftinftion,  however,  be- 
tween them  alfo,  as  will  foon  appear*  But  meafles 
are  a peculiar  and  diftindl  kind  of  e- 

1 • • r 1 *.1,  r r The  nature  of 

ruption,whicn  IS  lorced  to  theiuriace  meaiks.  ' 
by  the  fever,  and  confifts  of  fmall,  red 
fpots,  fo  uniformly  preceded  by  and  accompanied 
with  catarrhal  fymptoms,  that  fome  have  confider- 
ed  it  as  being  an  exanthematic  catarrhal  fever  f . 

Synonyms.  The  Morbilli  of  Rhazes.  Lib.  de  varioL  et 
morbil.  of  Sydenham,  Morton,  and  others.  The  Rofolia  of 
Profp.  Martianus,  in  I.  2.  epid.  fe(T.  3.  v.  20.  The  Febris 
morbillofa  of  Hoffman,  De  febrib.  fe6l.  i.  c.  viii.  "Ylxt  Rubeola 
of  Sau vages,  Nofol.  meth.  cl.  3.  ord.  i.  gen.  3.  The  Rofolia 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Tufcany.  The  Ferfa  among  thofe  of 
Bologna,  and  in  other  diftri6ls  of  Italy.  The  Rofacci  in  Pavia* 
The  Rougeole  of  the  French. 

■ f Hoffman,  1.  c.  Gruner,  Morb.  antiq.  p.  62. 


III.  Since  their  firft  introduction  into  Europe"^, 
meafles  have  been  fo  hoftile  to  mankind,  that 
fcarcely  any  one,  or  at  leaft  very 

/ r 1 • Almoft  every  bo- 

few,  if  they  live  the  ufual  time,  dy  liable  to 
efcape  being  attacked  with  them,  at 
leaft  once  during  their  life.  But  infants  and  young 
people  are  chiefly  liable  to  them.  Nay,  the  foetus 
itfelf  fometimes  does  not  efcape  the 

, . p . /Ti  1 The  fcetiis  itfelf 

complaint ; tor  initances  are  record-  fometimes  at- 
ed  by  medical  men  of  great  reputa-  fomphinu^ 
tion,  from  which  it  appears  that  in- 
fants have  fometimes  been  born  covered  with 
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the  eruption  f . Nor  can  any  body  who  has 
once  laboured  under  the  complaint  be  Infured 
agamR  a fubfequent  attack,  fmce  it  appears  from 
certain  authority,  that  the  fame  perfon  has  fallen 
into  the  complaint  a fecond,  and  even  a third 

time.  I am  aware  that  feveral 

The  complaint  . 

faid  to  have  at  • doubt  Its  ever  returning,  particu- 

tacked  the  fame  line  i r r 

perfon  twice  or  lariy  Roien,  wmo,  m the  courle  or 
forty  years  experience,  never  knew 
an  inilancc  of  its  making  its  appearance  a fecond 
time  :f.  But  Morton,  the  length  of  whofe  ex- 
perience was  equal  to  that  of  Rofen,  although  he 
be  inclined  to  doubt  the  faf!:,  is  obliged  to  confefs 
that  an  infcance  of  its  returning  a fecond  time  oc- 
curred to  him  twice  in  the  courfe  of  his  prafliice  |j. 
The  fame  thing  is  confirmed  by  a phyfician  of 
moft  extenfive  experience  and  great  celebrity  in 
Florence,  I mean  Tozzetti,  who  affirms,  that  feve- 
ral perfons,  who  to  his  knowledge  had  laboured 
under  the  complaint,  fiiffered  a relapfe  of  it  §. 

* It  is  very  probable  that  the  meafles  were  introduced  into 
Europe  along  with  fmall-pox  from  Africa.  No  one  now 
quefhions  its  being  a new  complaint,  and  totally  unknown  to 
the  ancient  Greeks. 

I 

f Rofen.  Malad.  des  enfans,  c.  xiv.  p.  255.  % 

{|  Hxercit.  iii.  c.  iii.  p.  18.  § Prim.  Raccoli  di  ojjervaz. 

p.  1 01.  The  fame  thing  is  confirmed  by  Schacht,  Infl.  med. 
* praci.  feel.  i.  1.  i.  xii.  and  Meza  Comp.  med.  fafcic.  i.  c.  xx.  and 
DeH  aen.  Febr.  divis,  vi.  § vi.  p.  106. 

112.  But,  if  any  doubt  ftill  remained,  it  would 
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be  intlrely  removed  by  the  communication  of 
Dubofque  de  la  Robordiere  to  the 
aiuhors  of  the  Medica!  Journal. 

His  words  are  as  follow  : ''  I have 
frequently  feen  mealies  recur  In  the  fame  perfon^ 
ciUci  in  a fhort  time,  nay,  often  In  the  fame  month, 
\^hile  the  complaint  raged  epidemically,  in  the 
year  1773?  federal  of  my  colleagues  obferved  the 
fame  thing  ; the  mealies,  which  occurred  In  the 
year  1 7779^*®^^^^^atelyfuppiled  me  with  a frefh  op- 
portunity of  confirming  this  obfervation.  For  then 
I found  not  a few  children  attacked  with  mealies, 
whom  I had  already  treated  for  the  fame  com- 
plaint. And  no  one  mull  fuppofe  that  this  is  pe- 
culiar to  the  place  In  which  I live,  as  I have  been 
informed  by  fcveral  of  the  firfl:  phylicians  in  Nor- 
mandy, that  this  Is  a very  general  occurrence  there. 
And,  among  others,  the  celebrated  ProfelTor  Spiel- 
man  laft  year  informed  me  of  his  having  frequently 
been  furprifed  at  the  recurrence  of  mealies  in  the 
fame  perfon  at  Strafourg.”  In  addition  to  thefe 
very  ample  teftimonies,  I lhall  add  the  obfer- 
rations  lately  made  by  the  Ingenious  Ant.  Lau- 
rence Genovefius,  public  phyficlan  In  the  town 
of  Santa  Cimz.  In  the  year  i 782,  when  mealies 
raged  epidemically,  he  found  forty-fix  adults  at- 
tacked v^ith  them,  although  they  had  already  la- 
boured under  the  difeafe,  as  he  was  alTured  by  the 
phyficiau  who  had  attended  them,  and  learnt  from 
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the  teftimony  of  their  friends,  together  with  a com- 
parifon  of  the  fymptoms  of  each  illnefs.  Befides, 
he  mentions  fixteen  other  cafes  which  he  himfelf 

attended,  when  the  complaint  raged 

*^eraurowm|to  epidemically  in  the  year  1770.  He 
contagion.  moreover  tells  us,  that  thefe  per- 

fons  did  not  fall  into  the  complaint  until  others 
of  their  family  had  been  affedled,  and  that  none 
of  thofe  were  attacked  who  remained  at  a diftance 
from  the  patients. 


* Journal  de  Medec.  T.  48.  p.  253. 

f Avvift  fopra  la  falut.  umana,  vol.  vii.  lett,  al  Sig*  Dot*  Gh, 
Luig.  'Targiont.  p.  267.  to  272. 

113,  Hence  it  appears  fulEciently  evident  that 
rneafles  are  occafioned  by  fome  peculiar  miafma,. 

and  propap-ated  by  contagion.  It 

Their  caufe.  T T b J b 

moreover  appears  that  the  com» 
plaint  is  propagated  from  place  to  place,  by  in- 
fedled  fubftances  or  perfons ; and  when  it  enters  a 
family,  it  immediately  attacks  all  living  under  the 

fame  roof,  efpecially  if  they  have 
Cent  g o . complaint.  There- 

fore, fome  fubtile  virus  is  generally  confidered  to 

be  the  caufe  of  the  complaint ; and 

A fubtile  virus  . . ^ ^ i i • j i • 

is  confidered  it  IS  luppoled  to  be  introduced  into 
as  the  cauie.  bodies  by  the  effluvia  of  the 

patients,  or  by  the  contadf  of  in- 
feaed  fubftances.  But  it  is  denied 
by  phyfidans  of  the  greateft  learn- 
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ing  that  It  Is  produced  or  contained  In  the  air^ 
becaufe,  if  communication  with  the  patients,  or 
witn  inrecled  things  or  places,  be  avoided,  the 
meafles  itfelf  are  prevented.  But, 

for  the  reception  of  the  contagion,  ^^,he‘£dfnTcen 

the  body  ought  to  be  in  a particular 

ftate,  'without  w^hich  the  virus  is 

either  not  received,  or,  when  received,  becomes 

inert  and  harmlefs,  or  quickly  paffes 

out  of  the  body  without  injury, 

But  as  it  has  been  found  by  ex-  “"t' 

perlence,  that  meafles  are  more  voive  the  vims. 

rife  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  during 
particular  flates  of  the  air  ; it  is  therefore 
probable,  that  the  fomes  of  the  complaint  re- 
quires fome  peculiar  condition  of  the  air  to  be 
evolved  and  rendered  aftive,  whether  it  be  fup- 
pofed  to  exifl  in  the  air,  or  in  furrounding  ob- 
jeds,  or  in  the  bodies  themfelves. 

* Rofen  a Rofenftein  Trait,  de  malad.  des  enfans.  c.  xiv. 
p.  255. 

f Formerly  the  miafmata,  by  means  of  which  contagious 
tlifeafes  are  introduced  into  found  bodies , were  named  by  phy- 
ficians  contagionis  feminaria  ; but  the  places  and  things  con- 
cealing and  foftering  the  feeds  of  the  difeafes,  were  named  the 
fomes  of  the  contagion.  V.  Fracaft.  Be  contagiofiSy  lib.  i.  c.  iv. 
and  vii. 


1 14.  Meafles  generally  prevail  univerfally  and 
VoL.  11.  F f 
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epidemlcally^fometimes,  however,  fporadicallyand 

partially.  They  are  therefore  very 

Their  divifion  in-  , j*  ♦ i i • *1  • % 

to  epidemic  and  Properly  aivided  into  epidemic  and 
iporadic.  fporadic.  Morton,  who  has  written 

at  greateft  length  on  this  difeafe,  generally  conli- 
ders  the  benign  and  genuine  mealies  as  fporadic, 
while  he  looks  on  the  malignant  and  fpurious 

kind  as  epidemic.  But  the  difeafe, 

The  benni^  and  i i r t i i 

j*ciimine  idnd,  tnough  Iporadic,  does  not  always 

and  the  malig.  i r i i o r i • • 

nant  and  fpu-  deicrve  the  character  oi  benignity, 

nor  ought  the  epidemic  fpecies  to 
be  always  confidered  as  malignant.  For  the 
complaint,  as  obferved  by  Sydenham  to  occur 
in  London,  in  the  year  1670,  was  of  the  benign 
kind,  although  epidemic  ; as  alfo  that  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  year  1752  at  Upfal.  Hence,  all 
kinds  of  the  complaint,  whether  fporadic  or  epi- 
demic, ought  to  be  divided  into  benign  and  ma- 
lignant, like  other  exanthematic  dif- 

The  regular  and  r o j i i r 

irregular  fpccies,  cales.  Sydenham  names  the  lormer 
?ous!^^  regular,  and  the  latter  irregular  or 

anomalous.  But  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  genuine  and  regular  are  fynonymous 
terms  for  the  benign  kind,  fo  are  Jpurious  and 
irregular  for  the  malignant.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
that  fpecies  of  the  complaint  feems  to  be  better 
named  anomalous.^  which  departs  very  much  from 
their  common  and  regular  courfe,  as  I fhall  here- 
after  illuftrate. 


* Rofen.  L c. 
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215.  But  in  every  kind  of  meafles,  whether 
benign  or  malignant,  three  ftages,  or  periods,  as 
in  the  other  exanthemaiic  com- 
plaints, are  obfervable.  The  JirJl  '^^^of^meane^sr* 
is  named  by  Morton  * the  appara-- 
tils  effior efc entice y by  others  the  Jlage  of  the  conta-^ 
gion  f.  In  the  benign  and  regular  ^ 
meafles,  it  extends  from  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  fever  to  the  eruption  of  the  fpots, 
which  in  the  benign  and  regular  difeafe  takes 
place  about  the  fourth  day  although  others  || 
mention  that  it  may  happen  even  fooner,  namely, 
after  twenty-four  hours,  or  two  or  three  days ; nay, 
occafionally  alfo  fomewhat  later,  or  on  the  fifth 
day.  But  in  the  malignant  and  anomalous  fpecies, 
becaufe  the  eruption  happens  fometimes  fooner, 
fometimes  much  later,  the  duration  of  this  ftage 
muft  confequently  be  very  indefinite.  Syden- 
ham § confines  it  to  a (horter  period  than  in 
the  benign  and  regular  fpecics  ; while  Morton 
extends  it  fometimes  even  to  the  feventh  or 
eighth  day  But  in  the  anomalous  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe,  the  eruption  has 

Second  Stsgc* 

been  retarded  even  for  twenty-three 
days  The  fecond  fage  is  named  by  Morton 
flatus  morbf  by  others  fadium  eruptionis^  or  fimply 
the  eruption.  It  commences  with  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  efflorefcence,  and  lafts  till  It  is 
completed.  In  the  benign  kind,  it  is  generally 
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confined  to  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  days  ; for 
then  the  fever,  with  however  fevere  fymptoms  It 
is  attended,  is  perfectly  refolved,  and  dlfappears, 
together  with  the  efflorefcence.  But  in  the  ma- 
lignant fpecies  it  lafts  longer,  and  fametlmes  con- 
tinues of  doubtful  ilTue,  becaufe  the  eruption  at 
one  time  appears,  at  another  it  does  not,  or  ap- 
pears imperfedly,  remaining  for  feventeen,  or 

even  twenty  days.  The  third Jiage 
is  named  the  crijls^  or  declenfion^  or 
defquamation.  It  begins  with  the  difcoloration 
of  the  fpots,  and  terminates  on  their  wholly 
difappearing,  and  a defquamation  taking  place  i 
at  which  time  a diarrhoea  generally  fuper- 
venes,  and  in  the  benign  kind  is  often  falu- 
tary,  caufing  the  fever  to  very  quickly  termi- 
nate, and  reftorlng  all  the  fundions  to  their 
healthy  ftate  within  a few  hours.  But  in  the 
malignant  and  anomalous  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint it  is  otherwife.  For,  on  the  efflorefcence  dif- 
appearing, the  fever  continues,  but  is  aggravated, 
and  many  fevere  fymptoms  come  on,  by  which 
the  patients  are  cut  off ; or  it  degenerates  into  te- 
dious, chronic  dlfeafes,  (as  will  fhortly  be  fhewn), 
unlefs  timely  aid  be  given. 


De  morhil.  p.  14* 

J Sydenh.  1.  c.  fedl.  v.  c.  iv 
I Hoffman.  1.  c. 

Rqcoli»  dt ojjervazion.  p.  iOi. 


f Rofen,  1.  c. 

|[  Mort.  1.  c. 

H Targion.TozzettI,  Prim, 
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1 1 6.  But  before  proceeding  to  the  defcription 
of  each  kind,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  gene- 
rally dreadful  and  couvulfive  coughs^ 
prevailing  epidemically,  diftrefs  the  ' 

patients  for  fome  timeprevioufly,as  if 
announcing  the  fpeedy  appearance  of 
meafles.  Sometimes  alfo,  about  the  time  of  recei- 
ving the  infeclion,  a very  fevere  cough  precedes 
the  eruption  of  meafles  for  at  leaft  fourteen  days 
Sometimes  meafles  are  the  forerunner  of  fmall- 
pox.  For  fuch  as  recover,  in  a fhort  time  after  are 
feized  with  fmall-pox  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  on 
the  fmall-pox  drying  and  falling  oft,  meafles  take 
place  : for  frequently  the  difeafes  fucceed  each 
other  at  the  fame  time  f . Nay,  inftances  have 
fometimes  occurred  of  meafles  and  fmall-pox 
being  combined  together  in  the  fame  patient  at 
the  fame  time. 

* Hoffman,  1.  c.  fe6t.  i.  c.  viii.  § ii. 

f Storck,  Injlruz,  med.  pratic,  T.  i.  p.  304.  Rofen,  1.  c. 

p.  261. 

I De  Hacn,  Fehr,  Dlvif.  divif.  vi.  Jvi.  p.  107.  d 

THE  BENIGN  MEASLES. 

1 1 7.  I fliall,  therefore,  begin  with  that  kind 
which  I have  named  benign^  or  regular*  Almoft 
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all  writers  havine  fallowed  the 

At  what  time  of 
the  year  they  Cellcnt 

chiefly  prevail.  . i ri  i i • » r i 

given  by  bydenham  as  it  is  iound 
to  convey  a moft  accurate  idea  of  it,  I fhall 
therefore,  in  my  account  of  the  difeafe,  be  regu- 
lated as  far  as  poffible  by  it.  hen  they  prevail 
epidemically,  they  begin  in  a favourable  manner 
early  in  January,  after  which  they  gradually  dif- 
fufe  themfelves,  and  rage  with  more  violence. 
Towards  the  vernal  equinox  they  attain  their 
height.  Afterwards  they  are  gradually  diminifh« 
ed,  becoming  dally  lefs  frequent  and  milder,  un- 
til, in  the  month  of  July,  they  altogether  ceafe. 
Nothing,  however,  prevents  them  froih  com- 
mencing their  attack  at  other  times  of  the  year, 
proceeding  in  the  fame  manner  as  I have 
defcribed,  and  at  length  ceafing.  They  more 
frequently  attack  infants  and  children,  and  lef^ 
frequently  thofe  who  have  attained  the  age  of  pu- 
berty and  manhood. 

* Oper.  fc£t.  iv.  c. 

1 1 8.  Whether  the  difeafe  prevails  fporadically 
or  epidemically,  the  patient  at  the  beginning 
fhivers  and  feels  cold,  as  at  the  commencement 
^ of  other  acute  fevers,  and  fpends 
ftage!  wholc  firft  day  between  fre- 

quent viciffitudes  of  heat  and  cold. 
On  the  fecond  day  the  fever  manifefts  itfelf  by 


defcription  of  the  difeafe 
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Tiolent  ficknefs,  great  thirft,  a white,  moift 
tongue,  lofs  of  appetite,  a dry  cough,  heavinefs 
of  the  head  and  eyes,  and  a conftant  inclination 
to  fleep.  Sometimes  the  patients  are  diftreffed 
with  actual  headachy  efpecially  adults  ; the  throat 
is  red  and  painful  ; there  are  pains  in  the  loins  ; a 
conftriffion  is  felt  in  the  breaft  ; the  refpiration  is 
quick,  and  accompanied  with  fighing ; the  pit  of 
the  ftomach,  and  whole  epigaftrium,  are  affedled 
with  a troublefome  fenfe  of  weight ; the  eyes  are 
red,  and  water,  and  there  is  occafionally  a fenfe 
of  pricking  in  them  ; they  are  alfo  fo  impatient  of 
light,  that  the  perfon  can  fcarcely  fafFer  them  to 
be  opened.  Likewife,a  thin, acrid  fluid  dillils  from 
the  nofe,  caufing  frequent  fneezing.  Nor  is  it  un- 
common for  a copious  difcharge  of  blood  to  take 
place  from  thence,  by  which  the  head,  eyes,  and 
throat,  are  confiderably  relieved.  On  the  third 
day  all  thefe  fymptoms  quickly  increafe,  at- 
tended at  the  fame  time  with  fome  trembling 
and  ftarting  of  the  hands,  intenfe  beat  of  the  Ikin^ 
fometimes  alfo  delirium  and  frequent  anxiety. 
At  times,  too,  watching  is  prefent ; or,  if  there 
be  any  comatofe  affedion,  it  often  refembles  that 
fpecies  of  it  called  coma  vigiL  Next  comes  on  nau- 
fea,  and  frequent  vomiting  of  the  ingefta  ; but  in- 
ftead  of  the  vomiting  there  is  more  frequently  a 
diarrhoea,  frequently  a bilious  one,  occafioning 
greenifh  ftools,  efpecially  during  dentition.  Apd 
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this  loofenefs,  when  it  fupervenes,  checks  the  vo- 
miting and  naufea.  Nor  is  the  eruption  impeded 
by  it,  if  it  be  not  exceffive,  and  provided  a proper 
regimen  be  employed.  In  other  patients,  how- 
ever, during  the  whole  coiirfe  of  the  difeafe,  the 
belly  is  bound,  and  occafions  no  inconvenience. 
In  the  mean  time  the  patients  become  weary, 
peevifh,  and  morofe.  Some  of  them  alfo  arc 
wafted  with  fweats.  Rofen  f remarks,  that  during 
thisftage  fometimes  eclampfia  fupervenes  ; the  ap- 
proach of  which  Is  indicated  by  exceflive  fweating, 
and  a fcanty  difeharge  of  urine  taking  place.  At 
length  the  eye-lids  and  the  whole  face  fwell,  and 
the  eyes  are  red  and  hot  all  round  ; which  hap- 
pens as  the  eruption  is  about  to  take  place.  And 
thefe  fymptoms,  if  the  eruption  does  not  oc- 
cur towards  the  end  of  the  third  day,  are  pro- 
longed without  any  remiftion  to  the  fourth,  fel- 
dom  to  the  fifth. 

De  Haen,  Fehr.  Divts.  p.  104. 
f Des  malad,  des  Enfans^  c.  14.  p.  261. 

1 1 9.  Next  upon  the  forehead  and  reft  of  the 
face  fmall  red  fpots  break  out,  like  freckles ; or 

rather  fmall,  red,  diftineft  papulse, 
^ fccondltag^e?^  flca-bites,  which  gradually 

increafing  In  number  and  fize, 
and  being  collected  Into  clufters,  cover  the 
face  in  various  manners.  But  thefe  red  clufters 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


457 


conflil  of  fmall  puftules,  fitiiate  near  one  another, 
and  rifing  a little  above  the  furface  ; their  promi- 
nence being  perceptible,  not  only  to  the  touch, 
but  alfo  to  the  eye,  on  narrow  examination. 
From  the  face,  which  they  firft  attack,  they  gra- 
dually proceed  to  the  breaft,  back,  belly,  arms, 
and  legs.  And  generally  thofe  whicli  are  on  the 
body  and  extremities  are  broader,  and  very 
thickly  fpread,  difcovering  themielves  rather  by 
their  rednefs  than  prominence  ; although  fome 
of  them,  if  properly  examined,  feem  to  render 
the  (kin  fomewhat  irregular  and  rough.  Ac- 
cording to  the  diverfity  of  the  patients  conftl- 
tutions,  and  the  nature  of  their  blood,  they  are 
faid  by  Hoffman  in  fome  patients  to  be  broader, 
in  others  lefs  fo  ; In  fome  red,  or  pale,  or  even  ap- 
proaching to  a leaden  colour.  Frequently,  on  the 
eruption  taking  place,  moft  of  the  fevere  fymptoms 
are  mitigated  ; nay,  they  fometimes  ceafe  altoge- 
ther. In  particular,  the  fharp  heat,  pain  of  the 
loins,  delirium,  fpafms,  and  vomiting,  are  allayed. 
Sometimes,  after  the  eruption  has  appeared,  much 
bilious  vitiated  chyle  being  rejedled  by  vomiting, 
affords  remarkable  relief.  But  the  cough,’ — » 
which  generally  continues  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,— if  it  is  not  aggravated,  as 
It  often  is  from  the  meafles  breaking  out  in  the 
larynx  and  trachea  f , remains  the  fame,  and  ge- 
nerally occafions  an  expeftoration  of  much  mu- 
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cous  matter,  attended  with  relief  to  the  breafh 
Eefides  the  cough,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the 
rednefs  of  the  eyes,  and  their  impatience  of  light, 
and  watering,  together  with  the  drowfmefs  and 
loathing  of  food,  though  in  a milder  degree, 
not  unfrec|uently  remain  for  fome  time,  but  ere 
long  difappear  intirely.  Nor  is  the  ferer  always 
mitigated,  until  the  fervor  and  phlogofis  of  the  pu- 
ftules  fubfide.  On  the  fixth  day,  or  towards  the 
end  of  it,  the  puftules  on  the  forehead  and  face 
become  pale,  the  fwelling  of  it  fubfides,  and 
the  cuticle  drying  and  breaking,  the  face  be- 
comes rough.  In  the  mean  time 

^the  ^hfrTiia^e!^  fpots  on  the  reft  of  the  body 

appear  very  broad  and  red.  On 
the  feventh  day  the  fever  nearly  ceafes,  and  the 
meafles  difappear  on  the  face.  On  the  eighth 
they  leave  the  reft  of  the  body,  being  fucceeded 
by  an  univerfal  fweat,  or  a great  difcharge  of  u- 
rine,  or  even  a loofenefs,  generally  affording  relief. 
Sometimes,  however,  according  to  Morton,  it 
happens  that  this  loofenefs  is  apt  to  degenerate 
into  a fymptomatic  diarrhoea,  attended  with  tor- 
mina, colliquation,  and  terminating  in  death. 
On  the  ninth  day  the  patient  is  in  good  health, 
being  generally  free  of  fever.  The  face,  breaft, 
limbs,  and  other  parts,  feem  as  they  were  fprink- 
led  with  flour,  the  pieces  of  the  cracked  and  dry 
(kin  feparating  and  falling  off  in  fcales,  and  leaving 
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an  umverfal  Itching^  but  noblemiflijOrveftige.  But 
it  foraetimes  happens,  that  on  the  meafles  difap-* 
pearing  at  the  time  I have  mentioned,  although 
confident  with  the  ufiial  laws  of  the  difeafe,  the 
fever  Is  fuddenly  aggravated  with  dilEcult  brea« 
thing,  and  more  troubled) me  cough,  preventing 
any  deep,  either  by  day  or  night.  That  does 
not  always  happen  from  the  metaftads  or  driking 
in  of  the  meades.  It  may  be  more  frequently  afcri« 
bed  to  the  meady  matter  being  imperfedtly  forced 
out  to  the  fkin  ; on  which  account  Its  remains 
being  carried  to  the  lungs  readily  excite  peri- 
pneumony.  Sydenham  fuppofes  fuch  perfons  la 
particular  to  be  fubjeft  to  this  misfortune  as  have 
employed  a regimen  and  medicines  of  too  heat- 
ing a nature,  and,  by  agitating  the  blood  too 
much,  have  prevented  the  whole  of  the  morbil- 
ious  matter  from  being  fecreted  and  forced  to  the 
furface.  From  the  remains  of  this  matter  being 
left  in  the  fydem,  not  unfrequently  dight  cough, 
dow  fever,  and  loofenefs,  fucceed  to  the  drying 
of  the  eruption.  While,  according  to  Tidbt, 
thefe  perfons  remain  free  of  fuch  inconveniences, 
and  recover  perfedlly  :|:,  who,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  difeafe,  or  as  it  draws  to  a clofe, 
experience  fome  remarkable  evacuation,  as  vo- 
miting, or  loofenefs,  efpeclally  of  the  bilious 
kind,  or  a great  difeharge  of  urine,  or  copious 
fweating»  For,  by  means  of  thefe  excretions,  the 


460 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


fever  is  altogether  refolved,  and  the  patient  reco- 
vers his  ftrength.  He  grants,  however,  that 
fometimes,  merely  by  the  infenfible  perfpiration, 
the  remains  of  the  dileafe  are  completely  dif- 

^ HofFmaii. 

f Not  only  the  fkln,  throat,  noftrils,  eyes,  and  larynx,  arc 
affected  with  meafles  ; but  it  has  like  wife  been  found,  on  ana- 
tomical difle£l;ion,  that  the  very  thoracic  and  abdominal  vifcera 
are  at  times  covered  with  fimilar  puftules.  Lieutaud.  Free, 
de  Med.  1.  c.  p.  604. 

t Avis,  au  peupl.  P.  1.  c.  14.  § 223. 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 


120.  Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  benign  and  re- 
gular meafles,  from  which  the  diagnofis  naturally 

flows.  At  fir  ft,  however,  before 

ITow  the  meafles  .i  * r i 

may  be  forefeen.  ^hc  CruptlOIl,  It  IS  lomcwhat  dim- 

cult  to  forefee  the  complaint.  For, 

during  the  contagious  ftage,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay 

whether  meafles,  or  fome  other  eruption,  is  about 

to  appear.  It  is  then  proper  to  inquire,  whether 

the  prevailing  epidemic  favours  the  produdiion  of 

meafles ; whether  or  not  the  perfon  attacked  with 

the  fever  has  ever  laboured  under  meafles  before,  or 

any  of  his  relations  labour  under  It ; or  whether 

he  has  had  any  connexion  with  fuch  as  are  affed- 
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cd  with  it ; and,  laftly,  whether  or  not  the  perfon 
labouring  under  the  fever  is  affected  with  rednefs 
of  the  eyes,  watering,  coryza,  Ineezing,  pain  or 
heat  of  the  throat,  dry  troublefome  cough,  and 
drowfinefs.  If  thefe  fymptoms  con- 

cur,  the  approach  of  meafles  may  ^airpo'xapp^r 
be  more  certainly  coniedlured.  But  Similar  at 

it  muft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  on 

^ ruption. 

the  appearance  of  the  fpots  all  doubt 
is  removed.  For  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
meafles  has  fo  great  a refemblance  to  the  fmall- 
pox,  that  at  firfl:  fight  it  cannot  be  afeertained 
which  of  the  difeafes  it  is.  If  there 

is  any  difference,  however.  Lieu-  “■ftinguifhed.’'" 
taud  ^ fuppofes  that  it  confifts  in  the 
puftules  in  meafles,  colleded  into  clullers,  being 
more  numerous  than  thofe  even  of  the  moft  con- 


fluent fmail-pox.  Befides,  the  meafles,  although 
they  be  prominent  on  the  face  and  forehead,  on 
the  breaft  and  extremities  are  diftinguiihed  rather 
by  their  rednefs  than  elevation  : in  which  refped 
they  diifer  from  a recent  eruption  of  fmall-pox, 
which  are  uniformly  protuberant,  and  quickly  at- 
tain maturity  f-  is  likewlfe  peculiar  in  meafles 
for  the  heat  and  fever  to  arrive  at  their  height 
fooner,  and  for  the  fymptoms  to  be  generally 
more  urgent  than  in  fmall-pox 


* Free,  de  Med.  1.  2.  fe£t.  iv.  p.  603.  f Sydenham,  L c. 
X TiiTot  Avis,  au  peupUy  P.  i.  c.  xiv.  § 222. 
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1 2 1.  Befides,  nature  has  placed  a bounding 
line  between  them,  which  fome  have  attempted 

unfuccefsfully.  They  dilFer  from 

The  diftindlion 

between  meafles  oue  another,  I.  Becaufc  the  morbil- 

and  fmall-pox.  . . r o • -i 

lous  virus  IS  not  lo  cauitic  nor  ulce- 
rating as  the  variolous  ; 2.  Bccaufe  it  is  more 
hoftile  to  the  lungs  ; 3.  Becaufe  it  produces  much 
fmaller  puftules  ; 4.  Becaufe  the  latter  never  ge- 
nerate pus,  but  dry,  and  fall  off  in  fcales,  without 
leaving  any  ulcer,  or  cicatrix  5 5.  Becaufe  they 
prove  more  injurious  to  the  fcarf-fhin  than  to  the 
fkin  itfelf ; 6.  Becaufe  they  are  attended  with  ca- 
tarrhal affedions,  namely,  cough,  coryza,  fnee- 
zing,  and  watering  of  the  eyes,  contrary  to  what 
happens  in  fmall-pox  ; 7.  Becaufe  hemorrhages 
from  the  nofe,  or  uterus,  more  frequently  fuper- 
vene  in  meafles,  even  at  the  beginning  than 

in  fmall-pox.  But  there  feems  to  be 

How  they  differ  i r rr  • i i n 

from  the  fcariet  a cloicr  aitinity  between  the  mealies 

eruption,  i r i • r i • i 

and  Icarlet  eruption,  or  which  we 
have  already  fpoken.  They  differ,  however, 
from  it,  I.  Becaufe  they  are  raifed  above  the  fkin  ; 
2.  Becaufe  the  catarrhal  affedions,  jufl  now  men- 
tioned, are,  as  it  were^  the  peculiar  and  invariable 
concomitants  of  the  complaint ; 3.  Becaufe, 

in  meafles,  there  are  intermediate  fpaces,  of  a 
white  colour,  and  of  an  oblong,  fquare,  or  ir- 
regular figure  f ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
the  fcariet  eruption,  an  uniformly  plain  and  con-* 
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tmued  rednefs  afFe£ts  almoft  the  whole  fkin,  or 
at  leaft  covers  it  with  broader  fpots,  like  an  eryfi- 
pelas ; 4.  Becaufe  the  epidermis  feparates  and 
falls  off  like  flour,  while  in  the  fcarlet  eruption  it 
comes  off  in  pieces ; 5.  Becaufe  the  leucophleg- 
matic  fwelling,  which  fupervenes  in  fcarlatina, 
on  the  twenty-firfl  or  twenty-fecond  day,  is  either 
not  obferved  in  meafles,  or,  if  it  ever  does  take 
place,  it  appears  immediately  at  the  concluflon  of 
the  third  ftage,  Laftly,  1 fhall  not  omit  to  men- 
tion in  what  manner  meafles  may  be  dlftinguifh- 
cd  from  petechi:^  and  the  miliary  eruption.  They 
differ  from  the  former  in  the  elevation  of  the  epi- 
dermis, and  in  the  fize  and  variety  of  the  appear- 
ances which  the  fpots  put  on  ; from  the  latter, 
becaufe  they  appear  on  the  face,  and  fhew  no  con- 
fpicuous  fluid  in  the  puftules,  while  the  miliary 
eruption  fcarce  ever  affeds  the  face,  and  contains 
a fenfible  fluid,  which  is  fometimes  even  con- 
verted into  adual  pus. 

* HofFm  De  fehr.  fed.  i.  cap.  viii.  § ii. 
f Morton,  1.  c. 

« 

THE  PROGNOSIS, 

122.  The  benign  and  regular  meafles  in  child- 
hood and  ycmth  are  generally  free  of  danger,  and 
terminate  fuccefsiully,  unlefs  they  are  improperly 
treated.  In  adults,  however,  the  complaint  is 
foraewhat  more  levere,  and  occafionally  dan- 
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gerous.  Such  perfons  as  have  laboured  under 
chronic  illneffes  before  being  attacked  with  meafles, 
are  more  feverely  aftedfed,  and  run  greater  rifk 
Meafles  appearing  at  the  proper  and  regular  time, 
and  attended  with  a prominent  eruption,  afford  a 
favourable  prognofis.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
premature  eruption  of  them,  or  its  being  too 
long  retarded,  give  reafon  for  fufpiclon.  On  the 
eruption  appearing,  if  the  patient  is  relieved,  has 
his  ftrength,  and  becomes  more  chearful  ; if  the 
fpots  are  of  a paleilh  red  ; if  the  fkin  be  uniform- 
ly hot  and  fomewhat  tenfc ; we  may  draw  a fa« 
vourable  conclufion  and  vice  verfa-  The 
eruption  being  protradted  beyond  four  days,  is  a 
a bad  fign.  But  if  its  colour  verges  on  black, 
and  the  fkin  at  the  fame  time  feems  to  grow  flac- 
cid, it  denotes  the  approach  of  gangrene  and  death. 
Such  as  have  indulged  in  heating  medicines,  and 
particularly  adults,  are  more  liable  to  this  ter- 
mination. The  hidden  ftriking  in  of  the  pu- 
ftules,  from  expofure  to  the  cold  air,  ought  always 
to  excite  apprehenfion,  on  account  of  a metaftafis 
taking  place.  For  it  has  fometimes  occafioned 
death  X > ^ diarrhoea,  however,  coming  on,  fome- 
times prevents  its  pernicious  confequences  ||.  If 
the  puflules  at  the  proper  time,  that  is,  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after*  the  eruption,  begin  to 
become  pale,  refolved,  and  dry,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  fever  is  mitigated,  and  the  refpiration  and 
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okpeflioratlon  become  freer,  It  Is  a proof  that  the 
difeafe  will  be  fuccefsfully  refolved.  A conftant 
cough,  together  with  loofenefs  and  reftleflhefs,  is 
unfavourable  §.  For  it  may  Induce  inflamma» 
tion  of  the  lungs,  efpecially  when  the  eruption 
has  been  accelerated  by  a warm  regimen,  and 
at  lafl:  terminate  in  confumption  Exceflive 
hemorrhages  are  attended  with  much  danger 
Likewife  copious  and  conftant  fweating  in  adults 
is  unfavourable  ; for  on  the  flighteft  occctfion  the 
meafles  are  forced  in  f'j',  Thofe  who  die  of 
the  complaint,  efpecially  children,  are  cut  off, 
after  the  difappearance  of  the  eruption,  on  the 


the  ninth  day  commonly,  being  oppreffed  with 
infardlion  of  the  bronchia  and  lungs  XX  5 they 
are  fuddenly  fuffbeated,  efpecially  fuch  as  have 
employed  a heating  regimen  ||  | , with  peripneu» 
mony.  The  diarrhoea,  which  comes  on  after 
the  drying  of  the  meafles  and  the  difappearance 
of  the  other  fymptoms,  if  it  continues  to  be 
protradled  for  feveral  weeks,  exhaufts  the  ftrength 
§§,  inducing  confumption,  and  laftly  death  In 
other  patients,  after  the  laft  ftage  of  meafles,  a flow 
fever  fprings  up,  accompanied  with  a fatal  fwelh 
ing  of  the  abdomen.  In  fuch  perfons,  the  mefen- 
teric  glands,  after  death,  are  found  obftriided  and 
enlarged,  and  the  lungs  full  of  tubercles  In 

feme  patients,  a flight  cough  remains,  together 
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with  Iioarfenefs,  and  is  apt  to  terminate  iii 
phthifis  ft  f. 

* HofFman,  1.  c.  Enarrat,  morb.  obf.  i.  f Stbrck,  1.  Ci 
if  Hoffman,  1.  c.  Obferv.  obf,  6.  [j  Id.  ib.  obf.  2. 

§ Id.  1.  c.  fedb.  i.  c.  viii.  § v.  ^ Lieutaud.  Free,  de  Med. 
1.  ii.  fe£t,  iv.  p.  604.  **  Hoffman.  1.  c.  in  cautel.  § vi. 

ff  Id.  ib.  Id.  ib.  (jjj  Sydenham,  1.  c.  §§  Id.  ib. 

Hoffman,  1.  c.  § vi.  Id.  ib.  -j-ff  Id.  ib.  § v. 


123.  Having  given  as  faithful  a hiftory  of 
meafles  as  I could,  it  now  remains  to  inveftigate 

the  nature  of  the  morbillous  poifon 
poifon  poffeffed  Older  the  luore  Certainly 

cHmo'n^ '' ut  eftablifli  a proper  plan  of  cure, 
effeas.  indeed  it  at  once  appears  poffefs- 

ed  of  a peculiar  arid  warm  acrimony,  as  it  is  called, 
on  account  of  its  producing  violent  irritation  and 
inflammation  in  whatever  parts  it  attacks,  and  con- 
ftantly  exciting  them  to  more  copious  fecretion 
and  excretion,  according  to  their  particular  or- 
ganic ftrudiure.  Hence  proceed  the  rednefs, 
heat,  impatience  of  light,  and  watering  of  the 


eyes ; the  coryza,  fneefmg,  and  catarrh  in  the 


nofe ; the  thirft,  heat,  fwelling,  and  diffi 


cult  deglutition  in  the  fauces  ; the  dry,  conftant 
cough,  hoarlenefs,  quick  and  difficult  refpiration, 
and  ftraitening  of  the  cheft,  in  the  larynx  and 
lungs  \ the  loathing  of  food,  naufea,  vomiting, 
fenfe  of  weight  and  anxiety,  in  the  ftomach  ; the 

diarrhoea,  gripes,  &c.  in  the  intef- 
Ye^rtain  tines.  But  whether  thofe  parts  are 

affeded  in  particular,  becaufe  the 
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virus  is  inhaled  by  the  mouth  and  nofe,  as 
fome  think  or  whether  it  rather 
fettles  in  thefe  parts  on  account  of 
the  affinity  and  fympathy  between 
it  and  the  lymphatic  and  mucous  fluids,  I leave 
every  one  to  juuge  for  himfelf.  Thofe  who  ad- 
here to  the  flrft  opinion,  principally  allege  in  fup- 
pori  of  it,  that  perlbns  inoculated  for  the  difeafe 
have  generally  been  free  of  the  cough,  or  at  leaft 
that  it  has  been  much  milder  than  ufua!  in 
them.  Thofe  who  adopt  the  other,  obierve  that 
mod  other  poilonous  miafmata  are  alio  received 
by  the  mouth  and  nole,  without  thofe  parts  being 
remarkably  affeded.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  mixed 
that  virus  is  mixed  with  the  blood, 
and  excites  a very  violent  fever  : until  being  gra- 
dually difengaged,  it  is  carried  to  the  furface  of 
the  fkin,  and  depofited  here  and  there  under  the 
epidermis,  from  whence  it  is  at  length  diffipated  by 
a defquamation  taking  place,  and  by 
the  fweat  and  infenfible  perfpiration. 

Hence  another  property  of  this 
virus  is  manifefted,  namely,  its  very  fubtile  and 
volatile  nature.  And  that  it  really 
polfelTes  this  difpofition  appears 
moreover,  i.  Becaufe  the  puftules, 
which  it  occafions,  although  they  be  red  and  par- 
take of  a certain  degree  of  inflammation,  never 
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terminate  in  fuppuration  ; 2.  Becaufe  a metaftafis 
and  ftriking  in  of  them  is  liable  to  take  place  ; 
3.  Becaufe  the  blood  becomes  fo  fine  and  thin, 
that  not  only  during  the  firft  ftage  of  the  com- 
plaint, but  even  during  the  fecond  and  third,  fre- 
quent and  copious  hemorrhages  occur,  and 
fometimes  cannot  be  checked. 

* Rofen,  1.  c.  p,  262. 


THE 

CURE  OF  THE  BENIGN  MEASLES. 

124.  Experience  has  very  often  fhewn,  that 
the  benign  and  regular  meafles  are  generally 

brought  to  a favourable  iffue 

Nature  alone  i*  , , . 

often  fufficient  merely  by  the  power  or  nature ; 

to  efFedt  a cure.  i i r • r 

nay,  that  they  are  iometimes  10 
mild  and  eafy,  as  fcarcely  to  confine  the  patient 
to  bed.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  if  the  difeafe 

appears  benign  and  regular,  if  the 
they  are  to  lever  IS  not  Violent,  it  there  is  not 

great  conftridion  at  the  cheft,  if 
the  patient  appears  otherwife  heal- 
thy, and  not  affefted  with  any  former  taint,  the 
bufinefs  may  be  intirely  intrufted  to  nature,  only 
it  is  proper  to  prefcribe  a temperate  regimen 
with  refped  to  diet,  neither  too  warm  nor  too 
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cold,  as  both  extremes  are  hurtful.  The  diet 
ought  to  be  extremely  light,  as  the  loathing  of 
food  points  out.  For  it  is  fometimes  fo  great, 
that  the  patients  are  forced  to  abftain  intirely 
from  food  for  feveral  days.  On  the  whole,  the 
drink  may  confift  of  barley-water,  or  that  of  rice, 
or  water-gruel,  which  is  diluent,  demulcent,  cool« 
ing,  and  flightly  nutritious.  With  the  fame  view 
are  employed,  whey,  the  exprelTed  juice  of  bar- 
ley, emulfions  of  fw^eet  almonds,  acidulous,  fweet 
fruits,  as  prunes,  cherries,  pears,  apples,  and  the 
like.  During  the  firft  days  of  the  complaint,  the 
patients  may  occalionaliy  leave  their  bed,  that 
they  may  not  become  too  warm,  but  they  ought 
to  beware  of  the  cold  air,  and  remain  at  reft, 
twice  or  thrice  a-day  drinking  an  infufion  of 
alder-flowers,  or  tiel-flowers,  or  wild  poppy,  to 
aflTift  the  efforts  of  nature.  But  when  the  erup- 
tion firft  appears,  they  ought  to  betake  themfelves 
to  bed,  and  remain  at  reft  in  a gentle  and  uni- 
form heat.  For  as  the  morbillous  matter  is  more 
inconftant  and  fleeting  than  the  variolous,  there 
is  more  occafion  for  employing  caution  in  meafles 
than  in  finall-pox,  to  prevent  the  matter  fro  n 
ftriking  in.  Hence  we  muft  remove  all  thofe 
caufes  which  are  apt  to  agitate  either  the  mind  or 
body.  None  but  the  neceffary  attendants  ought 
to  remain  near  the  patient.  The  rays  of  the  fun 
fliould  be  excluded,  by  darkening  the  windows, 
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that  the  eyes  may  not  be  dazzled  with  the  glare 
of  light.  With  the  fame  view,  as  well  as  to  pre- 
vent the  air  from  becoming  vitiated  with  noxious 
vapours  and  fmoke,  at  night  the  chamber  fhould 
be  lighted  with  a fmall  candle  only.  On  the  e- 
ruption  having  begun,  and  after  it  is  perfected,  the 
patients  ought  to  confine  themfelves,  two,  three, 
or  four  days  to  bed,  that  the  morbid  fomes  may 
be  more  ealily  diffipated  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin  : but  the  chamber  ought  not  to  be  hotter 
than  ufual,  nor  ought  the  patient  to  be  covered 
with  a greater  number  of  bed-cloaths.  When 
the  puftuies  difappear,  and  the  defquamation 
commences,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  other 
fymptoms  are  removed,  if  a fpontaneous  loofe- 
nefs  is  not  prefent,  the  belly  ought  to  be  purged 
once  or  twice  with  a gentle  cathartic  of  manna 
and  tamarinds,  or  the  like  ; and  the  convaleC» 
cents  Tnuft  gradually  have  recourfe  to  their  ufual 
regimen.  After  the  defquamation  is  finifhed, 
the  patients  may  again  be  allowed  to  get  up  in 
the  day-time,  provided  they  carefully  avoid  the 
cold  air.  For,  if  the  cutaneous  perfpiration  is 
fuppreffed,  either  a dangerous  afthma,  or  a very 
cbftinate  cough,  or  a colliquative  diarrhoea,  or  a 
leucophlegmatia  are  the  confequence.  During 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  if  the  belly  is 
bound,  which  often  happens  in  the  raildefk 
meafles,  it  may  be  occafionally  relaxed,  without 
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ifijury,  by  employing  injedtions  alone,  if  it  be 
neceffary. 

* Storck,  1.  c.  p.  307. 

125.  But  all  cafes  of  meafles,  although  of  the 
benign  kind,  are  not  of  one  and  the  fame  difpo- 
fition,  efpecially  in  young  people, 

til  Gy  r£« 

or  adults,  in  whom  frequently  a quire  the  affift- 

« • . f ance  of  art. 

combination  or  caules,  or  greater 
force  of  the  poifon,  or  a particular  habit  of  body 
and  condition  of  the  fluids,  or  difference  of  age 
and  manner  of  life,  occafion  not  only  greater  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe,  but  make  it  exhibit  certain 
fevere  fymptoms  in  each  ftage,  which  are  neither 
obviated  fufficiently  by  nature  nor  regimen  alone, 
but  require  the  employment  of  other  aids.  As  in 
the  firft  ftage,  therefore,  the  fever  is  fometimes 
very  violent,  attended  with  a hard 

^ P ^ When  there  is  oc- 

and  itrong  pulle,  great  opprelhon  cafion  for  bieed- 
at  the  cheft,  troublefome  cough, 
and  other  fymptoms  equally  fevere,  as  a comatofe 
affedion,  pain  of  the  throat,  inflammation  of  the 
eyes ; in  that  cafe  blood  ought  to  be  let  once,  in 
a quantity  proportioned  to  the  patient’s  ftrength, 
and  even  repeated,  if  the  firft  bleeding  has  not 
fufficiently  broken  the  force  of  the  difeafe 
There  is  feldom  occafion  for  a third  bleeding, 
as  Lieutaud  f informs  us,  by  whom  numerous 
bleedings  in  this  ftage  are  condemned  as  ufelefe?., 
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or  even  hurtful.  But  in  adults,  although  the 
other  fymptoms  mentioned  be  wanting,  if  fymp- 
toms  of  plethora  be  prefent,  Hoffman  advifes  it 
to  be  let  during  the  firfl  days  of  the  complaint  ;j: ; 
for,  in  confequence  of  diminifhing  the  fulnefs  of 
the  veffels,  he  is  confident,  with  good  reafon, 
that  hemorrhages  are  prevented,  anxiety  and 
reftleffnefs  allayed,  and  the  eruption  facilitated. 
Nor  is  Morton  himfelf  averfe  to  bleeding,  when 
there  is  great  plethora,  or  a violent  hemorrhage, 
or  any  other  fevere  fymptom  prefent ; although 
he  denies  in  general  the  propriety  of  bleeding  in 
this  ftage,  before  the  eruption  of  the  meafles. 

* TiiTot,  j4vis.  au  Peuple,  P.  i.  ^ ccxxv.  n.  i.  Storck,  T.  i. 
p.  306. 

f Free,  de  med.  1.  2.  p.  604.  605. 

X L.  C,  Obferv.  din.  § I , 

126.  But  when  the  indication  for  bleeding  is 
not  fo  evident,  or,  after  blood  has  been  let,  the 

fymptoms  remain  unchanged,  it  is 
"^^hichTup^p^y  bufinefs  of  a judicious  pradi* 
bkedmg?  tioner  to  try  correding  and  anti- 

phlogiftic  means,  as  copious  draughts 
of  a ptifan,  with  nitre,  honey,  and  vinegar,  or  of 
whey  (lightly  tindured  with  tamarinds,  or  cream 
of  tartar,  before  prematurely  having  recourfe  to 
bleeding,  or  proceeding  to  a repetition  of  it.  The 
mdder  and  cooling  injedions  alone  frequently 
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allay  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  blood,  and  the 
quickened  motion  of  the  fever.  Tepid  bathing 
of  the  feet  and  legs  occafions  revulfion  from  the 
head  in  a remarkable  degree,  and  in  this  manner 
relieves  the  headach,  drowfinefs,  eclampfia,  in- 
flammation of  the  eyes  and  throat.  It  alfo  occa- 
fions imiverfal  relaxation  of  the  fkin,  and  pre- 
pares it  for  the  reception  of  the  eruption.  Like- 
wife  the  pain  of  the  throat  and  cough,  and  the 
oppreflion  at  the  cheft,  are  wonderfully  relieved 
by  inhaling  the  vapour  of  warm  water  in 
addition  to  different  kinds  of  demulcent  and  oily 
linftufes,  as  well  as  pectoral  and  anodyne  drinks. 
But,  as  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe  heating  re- 
medies prove  hurtful,  by  rendering  the  matter 
ml)re  acrid  and  fubtile,  by  increafing  the  heat 
and  anxiety,  and  exhaufling  the  flrength,  fo  thofe 
which  are  too  cooling,  and  prepared  with  nitre, 
are  confidered  by  Hoffman  as  being  not  a little 
fufpicious  f ; becaufe  they  retard  the  eruption, 
and  the  morbillous  acrimony,  by  being  retained 
in  the  fyflem,  threatens  the  vifcera  with  fphace- 
lus  or  gangrene.  The  phyfician,  therefore,  mufl 
be  cautious  in  the  employment  of  refrigerants, 
that  he  may  not  exceed  bounds,  and  check  the 
neceffary  effervefcence,  which  nature  employs  In 
this  flage  to  force  out  the  morbid  virus. 

* Tiflbt,  L c.  t L.  c. 
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V/hite  tongue, 


12^,  The  belly,  alfo,  when  it  is  unufually 
bound,  and  much  more  fo  if  the  patient  has  not 

had  a ftool  for  feveral  days,  as  it 

The  belly,  when  . ‘ j m r 

bound,  is  to  be  increaies  the  anxiety  and  remefs-? 

looCened  by  em-  ^ n i i r ^ ^ ^ 

ploying  an  m-  Hcis,  muit  DC  loolened  With  a gentle 
*’  and  emollient  injection,  or  even  a 

very  mild  cathartic.  But  our  pradtice  muft  be 
more  decided,  if  the  meafles  be  combined  with  a 

colluvies  oppreffing  the  prinum  via:. 

Sordes  in  the  i 

require  which  rcquires  being,  removed.  We  ^ 

being  removed.  n • • i • i 

^ mult  inquire,  however,  into  the 
matter,  fo  as  to  become  certain  of  its  prefehce. 

For  the  white  tongue,  naufea,  vo- 
riaufea,  and  vo-  mlting,  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  epi- 

oaTfympwmr  gaftnum,  and  anxiety,  which  are 
otherwlfe  efteemed  fymptoms  of  ga- 
ftrlc  colluvies,  in  the  contagious  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eaft,  are  altogether  equivocal  ; as  they  may  be 
effedts  of  fo  me  what  greater  violence  of  the  fever, 
and  a derangement  of  the  nervous  fyftem  indu* 
ced  by  the  morhillous  virus,  unconnected  with 
any  dyfpeptic  origin.  In  which  cafe  every  per- 
fon  muft  perceive,  that  the  white  colour  of  the 
tongue  arifes  from  the  febrile  heat,  the  naufea, 
vomiting,  anxiety  at  the  praecordia,  and  other 
fymptoms,  merely  from  fpafms  of  the  fto- 
mach,  duodenum,  and  diaphragm,  which  is  a 
mark  peculiar  to  all  the  exanthemata,  in  which 
moft  of  thefe  fymptoms,  on  the  eruption  at 
length  taking  place,  that  is,  on  their  material 
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caufe  being  forced  to  the  fkln,  ufually  difappear. 
Therefore,  that  we  may  not  improperly  have 
recourfe  to  emetics,  or  cathartics,  in  that  cafe 
we  muft  carefully  inquire  if  the  mealies  be  com- 
bined with  fymptoms  more  cer- 
tainly indicating  the  prefers ce  of  of 

fuch  a culluvies  ; namely,  if  there 
be  prefent  a bitter  tafte  of  the 
mouth;  if  the  matter  rejeded  by  vomiting  re« 
fembles  acid  phlegm,  or  yellow,  green,  or  black 
bile,  or  other  corrupted  excrementitioiis  matter  ; 
if  the  preceding  manner  of  living,  or  feafon  of 
the  year,  were  fuch  as  to  favour  the  genera- 
tion of  fordes  in  the  ftomach  ; if  crudity,  dif- 
pepfy,  anorexia,  and  bound  belly  have  prece- 
ded ; if  the  breath  be  fetid  ; if  the  face  or 
urine  appear  like  thofe  in  iflerus  ; if  what 
has  been  paffed  fhews  a putrid  difpofition  ; if  the 
epigaftrium  and  hypochondres  are  fwelled  ; or 
if  the  inteftines  are  dlftended  with  flatus  and 
boryorygmi,  or  if  tenefmus  be  prefent.  If  from 
thefe  fymptoms  it  is  more  certainly  judged  that 
a colluvies  is  prefent  in  thQ  prima:  v/e  muft 

endeavour  to  expel  it  as  quickly  as 

fY* . , *x*  1 c On  3 colluvies 

poliibie.  1 he  vomiting,  thererore,  being  detected» 
which  the  ingefta  occafion,  ought  expelled? 
to  be  gently  promoted  with  warm 
water  fweetened  with  honey,  or  with  a flight  de« 
coftion  of  carduus  benedieftus,  or  chamomile 
taken  off  warm ; and  if  it  is  not  fufficient,  by  the 
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addition  of  oil  of  olives  : If  this  does  not  anfwer 
fufficiently,  we  may  proceed  to  fome  gentle  eme- 
tic compofed  of  ipecacuanha  or  tartar-emetic. 
If  there  is  no  room  for  vomiting,  or  the  colluvies 
oppreffes  the  inteftines  more  than  the  ftomach, 
it  is  proper  to  employ  a cathartic  adapted  to  the 
patient’s  age,  flrength,  temperament,  and  habit 
of  body.  HolFman  prefcribes  to  be  added  to  the 
iyrup  of  fuccory  with  rhubarb  f , half  a grain 
of  tartar-emetic,  to  increafe  in  fome  meafure  the 
efficacy  of  the  medicine. 

* For  a boy  of  two  or  three  years  of  age,  Rofen  employs 
the  following  formula  : 13;:  Ipecac,  gran,  iij  facchar.  alb.  gr.  vi. 
Jli.  f.  pulv.  dtvid.  in  tres  partes  aequales.  One  part  of  it  mull 
be  given  in  a fpoonful  of  water,  or  fome  agreeable  fyrup.  If  it 
produces  no  effedt  within  a quarter  of  an  hour,  another  may 
be  given,  and  if  in  half  an  hour  no  cfFedl  is  produced,  even 
a third  may  be  given,  which  to  a certainty  will  occalion  gentle 
vomiting.  Children  vomit  with  more  eafe  and  fafety,  on  ac- 
count of  the  laxity  of  their  fibres,  and  their  moift  habit  of  body. 
Of  the  cathartics,  the  fame  author  prefers  thofe  containing 
rhubarb.  For  a boy  of  three  years  of  age,  he  thinks  one 
fpoonful  of  tindlure  of  rhubarb  fufficient,  or  half  a drachm 
of  rhubarb  infufed  a night  in  three  glades  of  common  water, 
and  divided  into  three  draughts. 

f L.  c.  Obferv,  din,  § i. 

128.  If  infants  and  children  are  felzed'with 
eclampfia,  or  convulfions,  before  the  eruption, 

unlefs  it  foon  goes  off  of  its  own 
c^ed!  accord,  we  muft  inquire  whether  it 
proceeds  from  exceffive  mobility  of 
the  nerves,  or  from  dentition,  worms,  plethora, 
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or  a difficult  eruption.  The  exceflive  mobility 
is  allayed  by  the  liquor  cornu  cervi  fiiccinatus^ 
given  to  the  extent  of  a few  drops,  in  an  infu- 
fion  of  teil-iiowers,  or  the  liquor  anodynus  mmera- 
Us  of  Hoffman,  or  fyrup  of  white  poppy,  added 
to  the  water  diftilled  from  black  cherries  or 
baum.  Thefe  are  alfo  fervlceable  in  dentition ^ 
efpeclally  if  the  inteftlnes  are  cleanfed  by  a gentle 
injection.  But  if  worms  are  fufpe(ffed  to  be 
prefent,  they  muft  be  oppofed  by  anthelmlnthics, 
as  coralline,  worm-feed,  wild  valerian-root,  and 
the  like,  and  expelled  by  evacuants,  as  fyrup 
of  peach-bloffoms,  and  fuccory  with  rhubarb,  and 
fweet  mercury.-  If  the  prefence  of  plethora 
be  apprehended,  it  ought  to  be  diminlfhed  by 
opening  a vein,  or  by  applying  leeches  to  pro- 
per parts.  But  when  the  eruption  is  lingering, 
nothing  can  be  better  than  exciting  a gentle 
diaphorefis  by  an  infufion  of  alder-flowers,  or 
wild  poppy,  or  a decodion  of  fcorzonera,  mo- 
derately warm,  and  drunk  off  occafionally  ; and 
in  the  mean  time  wrapping  up  the  legs  and  feet 
in  flannel  drenched  in  warm  water,  and  afterwards 
wrung,  that  the  fkin,  being  relaxed  by  the  va- 
pour of  the  v/ater,  may  draw  the  morbillous 
matter  to  the  furface.  And  fomefmies  blifters 
are  not  improper,  when  the  languid  vital  aftioa 
retards  the  eruption 

Forften,  De  Cathanridibasy  p.  166.  Argentorat.  1776. 
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129.  Sucking  children  alfo  are  often  liable 
to  fpafms  and  anxiety  from  a colluvies  in  the 

primce  vics^  or  from  the  milk  be- 

fpafm,  occurring  comitig  acid.  it  muit  bc  im- 

Ltog^reTobe  mediately  removed  by  means  of 
removed.  cathartics  and  injections.  Hoff- 

man pr,efcribes  the  drinking  of  the  fixth  part  of 
a grain  of  tartar-emetic,  in  two  drachms  of  the 
water  of  teil-flowers  to  remove  the  collection 

immediately.  Hypochondriacal  men, 
be  done' in  hypo- hyitencal  women,  labouring 
fttricafpatfenu.' meafles,  are  frequently  at- 
tacked  with  fpafms,  fainting  fits, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a fenfe  of  fuffocation, 
accompanied  with  conftriCtion  of  the  throat,  and 
great  anxiety  at  the  pr;scordia ; by  which  the 
eruption  is  very  much  retarded.  The  phyfician 
muft  beware  of  afcribing  thefe  fymptoms  to  a ga- 
ftric  colluvies ; as  all  medicines  occafioning  either 
vomiting  or  purging  would  be  hurtful.  For 
there  is  then  occafion  for  antifpafmodics  and  in- 
jections, partly  paregoric,  partly  carminative. 
But  when  the  catamenia  or  hsemorrhoidal  dif- 
charge  have  flopped,  or  are  about  to  break  out, 
it  is  proper  to  open  a vein  in  the  foot.  For  by 
means  of  them  a favourable  eruption  Is  fhortly 
brought  about  f. 


* L.  c.  obf.  4.  f Hoffman,  1.  c.  Cant,  et  cbferv.  clinic*  § iii. 
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130.  So  copious  fometlmes  is  the  difcliarge  of 
acrid  humour  falling  upon  the  fauces,  that,  when 
it  reaches  the  larynx,  it  not  only 

' ^ what  remedies 

aggravates  the  cough,  which  creates  be  em- 

^ ^ ployed  when  the 

conftant  uneafmefs,  but  alfo,  by  ir-  acrid  di [charge 

from  the  nofe 
, falls  upon  the 

frequently  creates  a defire  to  vomit. 

This  inconvenience  is  remarkably  alleviated  by 
mucilage  of  gum-arabic,  or  tragacanth,  the  ex- 
preffed  juice  of  rice,  bailey, or  oats,  taken  frequent- 
ly in  fpoonfuls ; gargles  of  milk  and  an  infufion 
of  alder-flowers  and  honey,  which  prove  demul- 
cent and  abftergent.  The  employ- 

^ P ^ -r.  The  remedies  cal- 

ment  of  thefe  alio  affords  remark-  cuiated  for  the 

, , P , . 1 • n inflam» 

able  relier  to  the  pain  and  inilam-  mation  of  the 

• r'i  T throat. 

mation  or  the  throat,  which  rre- 

quently  occurs,  efpecially  when  at  the  fame  time 

emollient  and  anodyne  fomentations  and  cata- 

plafms  are  applied  externally.  On  account  of 

the  cough,  which  is  iifually  very  troublefome, 

not  only  in  this  ftage,  but  in  the 

others  alfo,  acids  of  whatever  kind,  ^^[^e  cough!^^^ 

whether  taken  in  drink,  or  eatables, 

although  they  are  given  liberally  in  other  exan- 

thematic  dlfeafes,  I am  of  opinion 

Cautions  with  re- 

with  Rofen,  ought  to  be  given  fpa-  gard  to  fopori- 

fies* 

ringly  and  cautioufly  In  this.  In 

like  manner,  with  a view  to  alleviate  the  cough, 

many  propofe  foporlfics.  Sydenham,  for  many 


ritating  the  pharynx  and  mfophagus 
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reafons,  every  night,  from  the  commencement 
to  the  end  of  the  cUfeafe,  ufed  to  adminifter  diaf- 
cordium.  The  followers  of  Sydenham  afterwards 
nfed  to  do  the  fame  thing.  But  Morton  Is  of 
opinion,  that  unlefs  there  be  urgent  neceffity  for 
it,  we  ought  not  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  reme- 
dies. And  if,  on  account  of  the  cough,  watch- 
ing, and  delirium,  he  fometimes  grants  that  there 
is  occafion  for  foporifics  and  opiates,  he  advifes 
the  fparing  and  cautious  employment  of  them. 
Lieutaud  employs  the  fame  caution ; nay,  he 
abfolutely  forbids  infants  the  ufe  of  them.  Tiffbt 
alfo  makes  many  remarks  on  the  impropriety  of 
their  ufe.  For  they  increafe  the  fever  and  coma- 
tofe  affed:Ions.  It  is  therefore  the  bufinefs  of  a 
judicious  praditioner  to  abftaln  from  them  in 
this  ftage,  or,  at  leaft,  if  any  thing  feems  to  indi- 
dicate  them,  as  when  an  exceffive  loofenefs  is  to 
be  checked,  he  advifes  the  employing  of  them 
very  fparingly  and  feldom,  and  always  of  the 
mildeft  kind.  Almoft  the  fame  thing  may  be 

faid  of  blifters.  Hence,  in  the 
blifters.  benign  mealies,  during  the  contagi- 
ous ftage,  they  are  generally  rejedt- 
ed ; and  if  they  are  ever  to  be  admitted,  it  is  in 
cafe  of  fpafms,  eclampfia,  and  violent  coma  threat- 
ening death.  Sometimes,  alfo,  the  troublefome 
cough  has  been  obferved  to  yield  to  no  other  re- 
medy than  blifters,  by  which  the  acrid  humour, 
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Some  obfcrvations 
on  the  fecond 


ebftinately  adhering  to  the  fauces,  larynx,  and 
lungs,  is  drawn  out 

* Forden  De  Cantharid,  p.  167. 

1 3 1.  On  the  firft  ftage  being  finifhed,  and  the 
eruption  now  approaching,  fome 
things  worthy  of  notice  occafion- 

ally  happen,  of  which  I fhall  here  b^ngon^nle  e- 
briefly  make  mention.  And  firft  it  when  it 

^ lingers. 

may  be  obferved,  that  although  the 
patient  remains  quiet,  and  keeps  up  a gentle  dia« 
phorefis,  nevertheiefs  the  eruption  is  fometimes 
longer  of  making  its  appearance,  and  goes  on 
flowly.  Oitr  object  is  then,  carefully  to  inquire 
whether  this  proceeds  from  plethora,  or  exceflive 
febrile  motion  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  from  lan- 
guor of  the  vital  power.  In  the  firft  and  fecond 
cafe,  diminiihing  the  plethora,  and  correcting  the 
febrile  heat,  by  means  of  diluents  and  refrige- 
rants, will  accelerate  the  eruption.  In  the  third 
cafe,  however,  befides  the  copious  ufe  of  gentle 
cordial  and  aiexipharmac'  drink,  and  the  prudent 
application  of  blifters,  already  propofed  (128.), 
camphor  and  muik  hold  the  firft  rank.  For  by 
means  of  them  the  vital  powers  are  roufed, 
and  the  fluids  furprifingly  propelled  to  the 
furface.  The  fuccinated  fpirit  of  hartfhorn,  fpi- 
ritus  Mlndereri,  or  a fmall  quantity  of  wine,  like- 
wife  have  the  fame  tendency.  Some  propofe  a 
VoL,  IL  H h 
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a gentle  emetic,  as  roufing  the  vital  power,  and 
exciting  fweating.  But  unlefs  the  colluvies  of 
the  ftomach  at  the  fame  time  is  to  be  drawn  off, 
it  will  be  better  to  omit  it,  and  to  excite  the  fyf- 
tem  by  means  of  the  milder  and  fafer  remedies, 
which  I lately  pointed  out. 

132.  If  the  efilorefcence,  on  flriking  out,  ap- 
pears fometimes  red,  fometimes  pale,  or  fhews 

itfelf  only  partially,  and  in  fuccef- 

What  is  to  be  jt  r r ^ J 

done  in  the  cafe  iion,  or  foiiie  fpots  appear  red, 

eLpUr'n  while  others  appear  pale,  it  muff 

then  be  affifted  with  cordials  and 

alexipharmacs.  Camphor,  in  particular,  is  faid 

to  be  very  efficacious  in  this  rcfpedl.  With  the 

fame  view  alfo,  we  have  recourfe  to  the  cautious 

application  of  blifters  ; although  that  remedy  may 

feem  better  adapted  to  the  malignant  fpecies,  and 

to  thofe  cafes  in  which  there  is  great  languor 

in  the  vital  powers.  But  if  the 

done  when  the  eruptiou  luddeniy  cliiappears,  and 
eruption  iirikes  jg  reafoii  to  apprehend  that 

the  matter  may  occafion  a fatal  me- 
taftafis  to  fome  internal  part,  it  muff  be  called 
out  by  means  of  the  remedies  wdhch  I have  al- 
ready recommended  in  the  cafe  of  a lingering  and 
imperfedl  eruption  ; particularly  copious  draughts 
of  an  infufion  of  alder-flowers,  camphor,  mufk, 
dry  cupping-glaffes,  fridtions,  and,  if  the  head 
is  threatened,  by  means  of  epifpaftics  immediately 
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to  the  legs  or  neck.  Nay,  fome  advife 
immerfing  the  patient  in  the  tepid  bath.  But  to 
prevent  it,  the  patient  muft  be  made  caiitioufly  to 
avoid  cold  ; and  care  muft  be  taken  to  prevent 
his  being  affected  with  grief,  fear,  or  other  fud- 
den  emotions  of  the  mind. 

133,  If  at  this  period  of  the  difeafe  great  reft- 
leflhefs,  or  watching,  be  prefent, 

the  patients  muft  be  compofed  to  ^employ ^opi- 
reft,  particularly  in  the  evening,  fopcn» 

with  fyrup  of  diafcordium,  that  a 
more  complete  and  perfed:  eruption  may  take 
place.  Nor  does  Morten,  who  in  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  complaint  reprobates  foporifics  and  opiates, 
difapprove  of  them  much  at  this  ftage^  provided 
the  refpiration  be  free,  and  no  apprehenfioii  of  fuf« 
focation  occur.  Nay,  when  there  is  excefllve  loofe- 
nefs,  he  does  not  hefitate  to  employ  paregorics.  He 
then  prefers  thelaudanum  of  V.  Helmont,  of  which 
he  preferibes  three,  four,  fix,  ten,  or  twelve  drops, 
according  to  the  patient’s  age,  until  the  loofenefs 
begin  to  be  diminifhed.  Moft  au- 

Tv/r  How  to  moderate 

thors,  along  with  xVlorton,  agree  ^he  diarrhoea, 
that  this  evacuation  ought  to  be 
moderated,  but  not  ftopped.  With  which  view 
they  employ  alfo  the  white  decodion,  tinc- 
ture of  rofes,  milk  more  or  lefs  diluted  with  wa- 
ter, and  the  like.  But  Hoffman,  as ‘in  this  way 
he  generally  found  the  morbid  matter  to  be  ad- 

H h 2 
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vantageoufly  correSed,  rejects  all  aftrlngents,  and 
is  of  opinion  that  the  inteftines  ought  to  be  occa- 
fionally  cleanfed  with  demulcent  clyfters  only  *0 
There  are,  befides,  certain  other  fymptonis^ 
which,  becaufe  In  this  ftage  they  either  increafe, 
or  continue  to  be  extremely  troublefome,  require 
fome  relief ; fuch  are  the  cough,  the  rednefs  and 
watering  of  the  eyes,  and  frequent  frieezing.  I 
have  already  (hewn  (126.  and  130.)  how  to  al- 
leviate the  cough.  In  general,  fweet 

The  remedies  for  . r r a n 

the  couo-h,  v.a-  ^hiugs,  as  lyrup  or  marlh-maliows, 

maiden  hair,  violets,  wild  poppy, 
liquorice-juice,  troches  of  marlh- 
mallow  root,  fugar-candy,  and  preparations  of 
thefe,  with  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  are  celebra- 
ted as  llndlufes.  But  it  is  proper  to  obferve  mo- 
deration in  their  employment,  that  they  may  not 
occafion  loofenefs,  or  increafe  it  when  already 
prefent.  The  rednefs  and  heat  of  the  eyes  are 
relieved  by  lotions  of  rofe-vrater  and  plan- 
tain, either  alone,  or  with  the  addition  of  milk, 
to  which  alfo  is  fometimes  added  fome  of  the 
white  troches  of  Rhafes.  The  ineezing  is  either 
removed,  or  at  leaft  diminifhed,  by  tepid  milk 
injected,  or  drawn,  into  the  noftrils. 

* L.  c.  obferv.  3. 

134.  Laftly,  in  the  third  ftage,  or  that  of  the 
drying  or  defquamation  of  the  puftules,  our 
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judgment  of  the  difeafe  is  determined.  In  it, 
therefore,  we  may  e^pedl  either  a 

^ , Concerning  the 

return  or  health,  or  death,  or  that  changes  of  the 
the  meafles  will  pafs  into  fome 
other  complaint.  The  health  is  reftored  by  4 
gentle  diaphorefis,  or  by  a critical 

1 r r I • A diaphorefis,  and 

Iweat.  1 he  approach  01  iuch  a cri-  fweat,  when  fer- 
tical  excretion  is  indicated  by  the 
pulfe  becoming  more  moderate,  and  the  &i4 
fofter  and  moifter.  When  thefe 
fymptoms  appear,  it  Is  fufficient  to 
affift  nature  by  giving  copious  drink. 

But  if  a diaphorefis,  or  fweat,  does  not  come  on 
fpontaneoufly,  or  is  flow  of  appearing,  vrhile 
there  are  no  fymptoms  of  a loofenefs  being  about 
to  take  place,  as  tenficn  and  alleviation  of  the 
hypochondres,  and  borborygmi  in  the  belly,  a 
diaphorefis  ought  to  be  excited  by  means  of  dia- 
phoretic and  warm  drink,  camphor,  and  other 
gentle  means  ; and  it  ought  to  be  kept  up  until 
the  fever  intirely  ceafe.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  epigaftrium  be  fwelled,  the  hypochondres 
tenfe,  the  Ikin  dry,  and  if  there  be  tormina  and 
borborygmi  in  the  bovrels ; vre  learn  that  the  fo- 
lution  of  the  difeafe  v^lll  take  place,  not  by  fweat, 
but  by  loofenefs.  But  it  occafionally  happens, 
that  this  loofenefs  fupervenes  fo  precipitately, 
that  the  belly  is  relaxed  ten  or  twelve  times  in  a 
very  fliort  time.  We  mtift  then  bew^are  of 

H h 3 
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the  things  which  are  found  to  check  the  (tools,  as 

they  are  generally  critical  and  falutary. 

Cautions  concern-  -vtt  • i ^ r 

it.  rn^y  conjecture  that  tney  are  lo 

from  the  (Irength  remaining,  from 
the  patient’s  fpirits  being  raifed,  the  cough  being 
mitigated,  from  the  (hining  of  the  eyes  returning, 
and  from  the  fwelling  of  the  epigaftrium  and 
hypochondres  fubfiding.  Sometimes  the  diar- 
rhoea is  accompanied  with  troublefome  pains  in 

the  bowels.  If  thefe  are  not  allayed 

If  it  is  accompa-  t t r r 

nied  withtormi-  by  the  application  or  warm  lomen- 
to  tations,  they  may  be  mitigated  by 

, means  of  an  injedfion,  or  by  tbe- 
riac  applied  to  the  belly,  or  by  giving  an  infu- 
fion  of  rhubarb,  or  whey  with  tamarinds  added 
to  it ; or,  which  is  fafer,  with  a fpoonful  of  oil 
of  fweet  almonds  taken  off  occafionally,  to 
free  the  inteftines  from  the  noxious  matter 

remaining  in  them.  But  if  the 
^\Tclecked.^°  loofenefs  continues  too  long,  and 

exhaufts  the  ftrength,  like  a colli- 
quative one,  it  ought  then  to  be  checked  with 
the  diafcordium  Fracaftorii,  laudanum,  theriac, 
the  white  decodion,  cafcarilla,  Peruvian  bark,  al- 
kaline powders,  &c 

* Rofen,  I.  c.  Lieutaud,  I.c.  HofFman,  1.  c.  §v  incaut, 

135.  I have  already  obferved  (119.  and  122.), 
that  patients  run  the  moft  imminent  ri(k,  nay. 
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about  the  ninth  day,  are  fuddenly  fuftocated,  as 
it  were,  in  confequence  of  the  fever 

Cure  of  perip- 

returning,  aiter  the  diiappearance  neumony  fuper. 

r 1 • • 1 r r vening  at  the 

or  the  eruption,  with  lyniptoms  oi  end  of  the  third 
peripneumony,  or  pleurify.  When 
this  happens,  it  is  proper  immediately  to  let  blood 
from  the  arm,  even  in  the  youngeft  children, 
which  Sydenham  * affirms  is  always  done  with 
the  mod  beneficial  effedts ; to  blifter  the  back 
between  the  fhoulder-blades,  and  the  fide,  where 
the  pain  is  felt,  with  cantharides;  to  give  for 
drink  abundance  of  water,  with  the  addition 
of  nitre,  and  to  adminifter  fome  camphor  inter- 
nally. We  need  not  repeat  the  bleeding  when 
the  refpiration  and  expedloration  are  at  length 
rendered  freer.  Then,  laying  afide  the  camphor, 
it  is  proper  to  employ  a decodtion  of  barley, 
Vvdth  honey,  or  whey,  twice  a-day  throwing 
in  an  emollient  injection,  to  keep  the  belly  open. 
Sometimes,  however,  neither  the 

When  the  bleed- 
ing ought  to  be 

^ fT'*  1 1 /HI  In  id  nlide* 

nor  the  opprellion  at  the  cheit,  are 
fo  urgent  as  to  require  bleeding.  In  that  cafe, 
Tiflbt  is  of  opinion  f , that  it  ought  to  be  omitted. 
In  corpulent  people,  whofe  fibres  are  relaxed, 
and  whofe  fyftem  abounds  with  lymphatic  hu- 
mours, the  fime  author  advifes  the  application  of 
blifters  to  the  legs,  and  the  internal  adminiftra 
tion  of  oxymel  of  fquills.  If  thefe  are  negleded^ 

H h ^ 


fever,  nor  the  difficulty  of  breathing, 
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the  patients  either  die  of  fufFocatlon,  or,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  lungs  fuppurating,  fall  Into  con- 
fumption.  But  fuch  Is  the  utility  of  bleeding, 
according  to  Sydenham,  that  by  means  of  it  even 
the  diarrhoea,  which  fupervenes  in  meafles,  is 

cured.  For  we  thus  remove  from 

The  dian’nosa  . ‘ 

alfo  yields  to  the  inteitines  the  moroiiious  matter, 
bleeding.  which,  being  carried  thither,  by  its 

acrimony  excites  the  loofenefs.  Laftly,  in  Vvhat 
manner  we  muft  remove  the  other  fymptoms, 
or  how  we  muft  prevent  the  fecondary  difeafes 
which  fucceed  to  meafles,  or  remove  them  when 
prefent,  I fliall  fhew  hereafter,  in  an  exprefs 
chapter,  after  treating  of  the  malignant  fpecles : 
fince  fuch  fucceflions  more  frequently  happen 

in  It.  I ihall  now  only  add,  that 

^drywipiaTnts  ^0^  of  thefe  complaints  are  pre- 
be  prevent-  Jf  force  of  the  feVCI 

be  blunted  at  firft  by  the  anti- 
phlogiftxc  regimen  J and  diluents,  and  if  the  eva- 
cuations, which  nature  attempts,  are  gently  pro- 
moted II  ; and,  laftly,  If,  on  the  fever  dlfappcar- 
ing,  and  the  meafles  drying,  the  belly  is  purged 
with  fome  gentle  rqedicine,  repeating  it  twice  or 
thrice  after  an  interval  of  fome  days,  in  order  to 
gradually  remove  any  remains  of  the  morbid 
fomes  ftlll  left  in  the  fyftem. 

* Le  c.  Morton,  1.  c.  Rofen,  1.  c.  f L.  c,  § 226. 


or  THE  MEASLES. 


4^9 

% The  fimple  a^d  antlpldogiilic  method  of  cure  employed 
hj  Sydenham,  is  defended  by  Dlckfon  againO:  Morton  and 
Meade.  See  comm,  de  reb.  in  tned.  et  fcieni.  nai,  gejl.  vol.  xviii. 
P.  3.  p.  401.  I mufl  not  omit  mentioning  the  plan  of  cure 
which  Gontard  adopted  in  a particular  epidemy  See  Journal 
de  Medec.  T.  viii-  p.  338.  He  condders  meailes  as  an  eryfi- 
pelatous  inflammation  afFecting  the  internal  and  external  parts. 
Hence  his  plan  is  diredted  to  refolving  it  by  bleeding,  emetics, 
and  demulcents.  In  this  way  he  mentions  having  cured  the  com- 
plaint, when  it  prevailed  epidemically  in  the  year  1756  y and, 
in  confirmation  of  the  fadd,  adduces  hiflories  of  the  cafes 
treated  by  him  I find  his  method  explained  and  recoinmended 
by  Sauvages.  But,  wdth  deference  to  bis  authotity,  I cannot 
help  obferving,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  employ  both  bleeding, 
vomiting,  and  purging  too  much  in  this  difcafe,  which  gene- 
rally  requires  proper  regimen  only ; and,  if  ever  there  be  occa- 
Con  for  any  remedy,  it  is  not  proper  to  have  recourfe  to  bleed- 
ing, vomiting,  or  purging,  without  deliberation,  but  to  more 
generous  means.  |1  Tiflbt,  1.  c.  § 224» 
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136.  There  are  many  fymptoms  in  common 
to  this  and  the  benign  fpecles  of  the 


complaint,  on  which  account  they 


Thev  have  manv 


oms  m 


are  generally  defcrlbed  together  ; for  Lelflell' 

the  malignant  fpecles  alfo  is  gene- 
rally epidemic,  feldom  fporadic.  It  for  the  moft 
part,  like  the  benign  kind,  commences  in  Ja- 
nuary and  February,  and  continues  rife  till  the  ver- 
nal equinox  ; after  Vv^hich  it  decreafes  lucceffively, 
until,  about  the  fummer-folftice,  or  a little  later, 


49^ 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


it  difappears  intlrely.  The  malignant  meafles  arc 
defcribed  by  Sydenham  as  having  prevailed  epi- 
demically in  London  in.  the  year  1 674  They 
originate  at  one  time  from  a preceding  unhealthy 
{late  of  air  ; at  another  time  from  other  accidental 
caufes,  efpecially  a warm  regimen,  or  negledling 
the  proper  plan  of  cure  jg  and  follow  the  fame 
courfe  as  the  benign  meafles,  being  divided  into 
three  different  ftages,  net  diflimilar  in  mofl:  of  the 
fymptoms.  Neverthelefs  there  are  certain  fymp- 
tonis  peculiar  to  the  malignant  meafles,  by  wLich 
they  are  diflinguilhed  from  the  benign. 

* Oper.  fe^t.  V.  c.  iii.  f HotFman,  l.c  c.  viii.  § v. 


137.  In  the  firft  place,  In  the  malignant  fpe- 
cles  the  eruption  appears  either  much  fooner,  or 

much  later,— which  is  more  fre- 

Symptoms  pecu-  • i i 

liar  to  the  roa-  qucntly  the  caic, — than  m the  be- 

liguaat  fpecics.  . i i t i r t ^ • i 

mgn  Kind  ; namely,  berore  the  third 
or  fourth  day,  or  after  the  flfth,  fixth,  or  feventh, 
nay,  fometimes  after  the  eighth  day.  When 
the  eruption,  therefore,  happens  later,  it  is  in 
confequence  of  the  vital  pov/er  from  the  begin- 
ning being  fo  weak,  as  to  require  a longer  time 
for  fecreting  and  expelling  the  morbillous  poifon. 
Hence,  in  the  firft  ftage,  when  it  is  longer,  the 
fymptoms  are  generally  not  very  fevere,  nor  do 
they  fo  quickly  come  to  a height,  as  in  the  be- 
nign kind.  But,  contrary  to  what  happens  in 
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the  benign  kind,  after  the  eruption,  the  ftrenglh 
being  gradually  roufed,  they  all  increafe  in  vio- 
lence ; for,  in  the  benign,  kind,  feveral  of  the 
lymptoms  are  rather  allayed  by  the  eruption. 
Wh  en  the  firft  ftage,  however,  is  iliorter,  and 
the  eruption  takes  place  fooner  than  ufual,  the 
difeafe  generally  begins  with  the  very  woril 
fymptoms.  The  puftules,  moreover,  appear  iirft, 
not  on  the  face,  but  about  the  ilioulders  and 
breaft,  next  on  the  reil  of  'the  body,  or  at  leaf!: 
not  generally,  but  in  fuccefiion.  Hence,  as  the 
lirft  ftage  is  generally  longer  than  in  the  benign 
kind,  the  other  is  fo  likewife  ; not  unfrequently 
it  is  prolonged,  with  doubtful  iffue,  to  the  feven- 
teenth,  and  even  to  the  twentieth  day  Nor  is 
the  colour  of  the  puftules  uniform  ; for  it  is  at 
one  time  bright,  at  another  pale  or  livid,  or  from 
being  red  it  becomes  black,  and  the  fkin  flaccid  f. 
In  the  mean  time,  on  the  eruption  taking  place, 
all  the  fymptoms  are  generally  aggravated.  The 
fever  is  increafed,  and  is  accompanied  with  a 
ftrong,  hard  pulfe,  frequent  dry  cough,  which  is 
almoft  conftantly  prefent,  greater  dhFicuky  of 
breathing,  panting,  anxiety,  oppreffion  of  the 
cheft,  a lancinating  pain  in  the  fide,  and  fome- 
times  convulfive  motions.  The  flcin  being  velH- 
cated  by  the  morbillous  virus,  is  fuifuled  with  red- 
nefs,  and  there  is  a flight  degree  of  moifture  on 
it.  The  mine  is  of  a deep  colour.  The  throat 
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is  painful  and  fweiled  ; and  there  is  greater  irrn 
tation  in  the  eyes.  Hence  arife  ophthalmia,  an« 
gina,  peripneumonia,  pleurify,  and  other  inflam- 
matory complaints  'f.  Laftly,  according  to  Sy- 
denham [|,  the  malignant  meafles  very  feldom 
terminate  in  defquamation,  the  reverfe  of  which 
is  invariably  the  cafe  in  the  benign  kind.  Some- 
times a new  eruption  fucceeds  to  the  preceding 
one,  or  the  miliary  eruption,  or  petechise,  fu- 
pervene  §.  Moreover,  on  their  drying  and  dif- 
appearing,  much  more  frequently,  and  without 
any  evident  caufe,  the  fever,  cough,  and  dlflS- 
culty  of  breathing,  return,  accompanied  with 
more  intenfe  thirfl:  and  heat ; and  fatal  peripneu- 
monies,  or  other  acute  difeafes,  are  induced, 
which,  if  they  do  not  quickly  occafion  death, 
are  apt  to  pafs  into  lingering  complaints. 


* Blorton,  I.  c.  f Storck,  T.  i.  p.  314.  X Morton,  I.  c. 
Storck,  1.  c.  li  Oper.  v.  c.  3.  § Hoffman,  1.  c» 

enarrat,  morb.  obferv.  i.  et  1.  c.  c.  viiL  § v. 

138.  From  thefe  fymptoms  the  dlagnofis  ber 

tv^een  benign  and  malignant  meafles  appears  evl- 

«! 

dent.  On  the  whole,  however,  it 
muft  be  recolleded,  that  all  the 
fymptoms  accompanying  the  benign 
meafles  are  much  more  fevere  and  obftinate  in 
the  malignant.  The  prefence  of  the  latter,  al- 
fo,  is  more  certainly  pointed  out  by  extreme 
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debility  occurring  at  the  commencement  of 
the  difeafe ; by  yawning  and  frequent  ftretch-^ 
ing  ; by  very  great  reftleflhefs  ; fometimes  cold- 
nefs  of  the  extremities ; headach,  and  pains  in 
the  loins ; vertigo  ; quick,  irregular^  and  fmall 
pulfe  ; thin,  pale  urine  ; in  the  firfl:  ftage  : in  the 
fecond  ftage,  by  a great  and  ftronger  pulfe  ; by 
turbid  and  deeper-coloured  urine ; more  trouble- 
fome  naufea  and  vomiting  ; painful  deglutition  | 

i 

frequent  and  fmall,  or  irregular  refpiration  ; fub- 
fultus  tendinum  ; drowfmefs  ; alienation  of  mind ; 
delirium  ^ intenfer  rednefs  of  the  eyes  ; hoarfe- 
nefs  ; diftreffing  cough,  almofthhreatening  fuffo- 
catlon ; immoderate  hemorrhages  ^ loofenefs ; 
convulfions,  and  the  like 

* Hoffman,  1.  c.  i.  c.  viii.  § v.  Meza,  Comp,  med, 
pradl*  fafdc.  1.  c,  xx.  j 1 89. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

139.  The  prognoftic  marks  already  delivered 
(122.)  may  be  transferred  to  this  place,  as  they 
apply  equally  well  to  the  malignant  fpecies  of  the 
complaint.  But  in  particular  the  malignant 
meafles,  more  efpecially  when  epidemic,  are 
more  fatal  than  the  benign  and  fporadic  kind. 
Hence  their  more  tardy  eruption  is  always  un- 
favourable. Its  being  extended  beyond  three 
days  Is  a bad  fign,  for  the  fever,  which  accompa- 
nies itj  as  it  is  more  inteofe  in  the  malignant  fpe^» 
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cles,  if  It  be  prolonged  too  much,  may  excite 
very  bad  inflammations.  Nor  do  we  draw  a 
more  favourable  prognofis  from  a flow  eruption, 
returning  at  intervals.  For  it  (hews  languid  vital 
power  of  the  fyflem,  attempting  In  vain  to  force 
out  the  matter.  The  colour  of  the  eruption,  alfo, 
when  it  is  wavering,  when  it  foon  grows  pale, 
or  black,  affords  an  unfavourable  prognofis.  On 
the  eruption  at  lengih  drawing  to  a clofe,  or  be- 
ginning to  dry,  if  the  fever  docs  not  remit,  con- 
tinuing equally  fevere,  the  patient  Is  not  free  of 
danger  The  danger  is  Increafed  by  fcorbutic 
fpots,  petechi:^,  Or  the  miliary  eruption,  being 
combined  with  meafles  ; and  ftill  more  if  they 
fupervene  in  the  third  ftage  f.  But  when  the 
difeafe  is  imperfedly  refolved,  what  remains  of 
the  morbilloiis  virus  cccafions  cough,  dyfpnoea, 
lofs  of  appetite,  chronic  afFe<£lions  of  the  eyes, 
and  other  complaints ; nay,  frequently  it  lays  the 
foundation  of  an  obflinate  diarrhoea,  pulmonary 
confumptlon,  atrophy,  blear-eyednefs,  fcrofula, 
fometimes  anafarca,  or  drcpfy  But  dropfy, 
anafarca,  and  flrumous  fwellings  of  the  glands, 
more  frequently  arlfe  from  the  fcarlet  eruption, 
with  which  meafles  are  fometimes  confounded. 

* Morton,  1,  c.  f Hoffman,  I.  c.  § v.  J Morton,  I.  c* 
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CURE  OF  THE  MALIGNANT  MEASLES. 

140.  Moil  of  the  remedies  recommended  in 
the  benign  meafles  (124.  125.  et  feq.)  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  malignant  alfo.  Omitting  the  re- 
capitulation of  them,  therefore,  as  being  fuper- 
fluous  here,  I fliall  only  make  a few  remarks 
more  ftridlly  applying  to  the  prefent  fpecies  of 
the  complaint.  In  the  firft  ftage,  it  ought  to  be 
the  phyfician’s  chief  care  to  confine  the  patients 
two  or  three  days  at  leail  to  bed  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  eruption,  in  order  to  relax  the 
pores  of  the  fkin,  and  render  them  more  pa- 
lutous.  But  they  ought  neither  to  be  covered 
with  more  cloaths,  nor  ought  the  temperature  of 
the  apartment  to  be  greater  than  ufuaL  Animal 
foups,  and  ftlll  more  folid  animal  food,  ought  to 
be  banifhed  from  the  diet.  It  will 
be  a better  plan  to  connne  the 
patients  to  gruel,  made  of  oats, 
barley,  or  rice,  but  of  a weak  kind,  with  fome- 
times  a roafted  apple,  or  milk  gently  boiled  with’ 
three  or  four  times  its  quantity  of  water,  which 
may  fupply  the  double  place  of  meat  and  drink 
I have  already  fhewn  (127.)  when  there  is  occa^ 
fion  to  employ  vomiting  or  purg- 
ing.  But  It  IS  proper  to  attend  to  the  purgina, 
particular  epidemy  which  is  prevail- 
ing, and  to  try  with  caution  whether  purging 


4S)6  of  the  measles; 

proves  ferviceablc  or  hurtful.  V/ith  regard  td 

bleeding  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  ma- 

Bleedinff  in  the  i*  ^ n r ..v, 

Era  ifage.  iignant  mealies  ; on  account  oi  the 
lofs  of  ftrength,  and  the  languor 
and  fmallnefs  of  the  piilfe,  it  is  generally  unnecef» 
fary.  Morton  was  of  opinion  that  for  the  raoft  part 
it  ought  to  be  rejected.  But  here  alfo  the  remarks 
which  I have  elfewhere  delivered  (125.)  are  ap- 
plicable, particularly  when  the  meafles  break  out 
prematurely,  and  are  preceded  by  very  viole'ntfever,> 
1 fliould  look  upon  this  to  be  fuch  a cafe  of  ma- 
Iignant  meafles  as  Rofen  thinks  requires  the  em- 
ployment of  bleeding,  although  he  appears  to  me  to 
extend  that  remedy  perhaps  too  much  to  all  kinds 
of  malignant  meafles.  But  what  he  has  obferved 
concerning  the  huffy  coat, which  he  affirms  always 
appears  in  the  blood  when  drawn,  does  not  hold 
invariably  ; for  it  is  often  found  by  experience 
to  be  wanting.  When^  however,  the  eruption  is 
flow  of  appearing,  in  confequence  of  the  languid 
motion  of  nature,  Morton  in  preference  employed 
gentle  alexipharmacs,  and  cordials,  that  the  fyftem 
might  be  ftimulated  more  powerfully  to  expel 
the  virus.  But  caution  muft  be  ufed  not  to  in- 
creafe  the  heat  of  the  blood.  Befides  infufions 
of  teil-flowers,  alder,  or  poppy,  taken  warm,  if 
the  eruption  is  too  flow  of  appearing,  fome  cam- 
phor, or  fuccinated  fpirit  of  hartf- 

Diaphoretics.  ... 

horn,  or  fplritus  Mmdereri,  or  the 
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liquor  anodynus  mineralis  of  Hoffman,  may 
may  be  occafionally  given.  For  by  means  of 
them  the  ftrength  not  only  is  roufed,  but  likewife 
the  fpafms,  with  which  the  fyftem  feems  to  be 
very  much  overcome  in  this  ftage,  are  excellent- 
ly allayed.  It  is  then  alfo  very 
advantageous  to  draw  the  matter  to 

.1  r r t fomentations, 

me  lurrace  by  means  of  dry  cup-  ^^^.thing,  and  fy. 

• 1 rr*  r napifms. 

pmg-glaffes,  applied  to  the  whole 


body,  and  occalionally  repeated,  by  bathing  the 

legs,  fomentations,  and  fynapifms.  And  it  may 

not  be  amifs  to  have  recourfe  to  blifters  like- 
wife. 


* Syden.  op.  fea.  v.  cap.  iii. 

1 41.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  or  after  the  erup- 
tion has  taken  place,  as  the  fever,  together  with  all 
the  fymptoms,  becomes  aggrava- 
ted, the  difeafe  appears  to  Morton  ‘he 

^ ^ lecond  ftage, 

to  allume  an  inflammatory  nature. 

He,  therefore,  propofes  bleeding  in  this  ftage  as 
necelTary,  although  he  rejeds  it  before  the  erup- 
tion. In  fad,  at  this  period,  either  the  head,  or 
throat,  or  breaft,  or  all  thefe  parts  together,  are  af- 
feded  more  violently.  As  fymptoms  of  inflam- 
mation, theiefore,  come  on,  why  ftiould  not 
bleeding  be  employed  ? It  is  proper,  particularly 
when  the  prefence  of  peripneumony  is  fufpeded, 
although  at  the  fame  time  the  mea'fles  appear  of 
a beautiful  red  colour.  Nay,  if  after  the  firft 
VoL.  II.  I i 
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bleeding  the  refpiration  and  expecftoration  do  not 
become  freer,  caufing  an  alleviation  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  bleeding  may  be  repeated  even  a third 
time  ; in  the  mean  time  not  omitting  diluents, 
attenuants,  and  antiphlogiftic  and  demulcent 
means,  together  with  occafional  injedlions.  If, 

neverthelefs,  the  dyfpno^a  continues, 

ig  affeded,  or  delirium 
comes  on,  it  becomes  then  neceffary  to  apply 
blifters  to  the  calves  of  the  legs  Morton  alfo 
has  great  reliance  on  them,  and  applies  them  fre- 
quently, both  to  excite  the  ftrength  w^hen  languid, 
and  to  promote  the  eruption  when  it  is  lingering, 
and  imperfed,  or  w^avering.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  know  that  the  malignant  meafles,  e- 
fpecially  when  prevailing  epidemically,  are  rather 
putrid  than  inflammatory  ; in  which  cafe  bleed- 
ing would  be  hurtful.  That  happened  in  the 
epidemy  which  prevailed  in  1763  1768  at 

London,  and  has  been  defcribed  by  Watfon. 
Both  in  the  firft  and  fecond  ftage  the  pulfe  was 
quick,  weak,  and  irregular,  accompanied  with 
great  anxiety  ; there  were  frequent  ftools,  and  at 
length  delirium  came  on,  portending  the  patient’s 
diflfolution.  On  difledion  the  lungs  and  other 
vifcera  appeared  fphacelatcd.  Bleeding  generally 
proved  hurtful 't'. 

* Storck,  1.  c.  T.  L p.  309.  310.  f Med,  Oh,  and  Irw, 

a Society  of  Phyftcians  in  London^  vol.  iv.  p.  132. 
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142.  But  when  the  eruption  proceeds  flowly, 
occafionally  coming  and  going,  befides  the  re- 
medies employed  both  internally 
and  externally  (140.  and  141.),  to  ruption. 

draw  the  morbillous  virus  to  the 
iurface,  he%oartics^  as  they  are  called,  are  recom- 
mended by  many.  Amone  thefe, 

^ Bezoartics. 

povv^der  of  crabs  claws,  contrayerva- 
root,  diaphoretic  antimony,  and  the  like,  are  enu- 
merated. Hoffman  recommends  two 
in  particular,  the  oezoarticum  minC’-  zoanic. 

rale^  and  the  fiilphiir  aiiratiim  anti- 
monli^  which  he  affirms  have  the  effed:  both  of 
exciting  gentle  fweating,  and  calling  forth  the  e- 
ruption.  By  means  of  the  former  he  fometimes 
found  the  belly  to  be  relaxed  without  incon- 
venience. He  advifes  a dofe  of 
the  fulphur  auratum  to  the  extent  of 
half  a grain,  or  no  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a grain,  each  time ; re- 
gulating the  quantity  by  the  patient’s  age 
Like  wife,  when  the  meafles  are  fometimes  red, 
fometimes  pale,  ftill  more  if  they  retire  in,  we 
muft  without  delay  employ  all  the  remedies 
which  I have  already  propofed  I have 

already  mentioned  (137.)^  they  are  fome- 

times livid,  fometimes  black.  When 
that  happens  on  account  ot  levere  black  or  Uvid. 
inilamination  of  the  ikin,  induced 

I i 2 
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by  a heating  regimen^  and  the  improper  employ- 
ment of  warm  alexipharmacs,  Sydenham  advifes 
the  letting  of  blood  to  prevent  the  acceffion  of  gan- 
grene, which  is  the  higheft  degree  ot  inflamma- 
tion. In  that  cafe,  however,  the  fkin,  befoie  incli- 
ning to  black,  is  generally  not  only  of  a brighter 
red,  but  alfo  fwelled  and  tenfe.  But  if  the  black 
colour  of  the  mea  es  be  conjoined  with  flac- 
cidity  of  the  Ikin  itfelf,  feeming  to  arife  rather 
from  a vitiated  condition  of  the  fluids,  and  de- 
licient vital  power  of  the  cutaneous  veflels,  than 
from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  we  inuft 
have  Immedhite  recourfe  to  antifeptics  and 
ftrengthenlng  means,  particularly  the  Peru\ian 
bark,  camphor,  elixir  of  vitriol,  fnake-root,  and 
the  like,  omitting  the  bleeding. 

^ L.  c.  in  cautel,  § vii.  f Storck,  1.  c.  T.  i.  p.  3^4* 

143.  Difcharges  of  blood  from  the  nofe  and 
other  parts  often  occur  in  meafles,  more  fre- 
quently in  the  malignant  kind,  but 

Hemorrhages.  firft  aild  fcCOnd 

It  IS  better  to  allow  them  to  go-  on  than 
to  check  them  too  foon.  On  which  account 
aftringents  and  opiates  ought  to  be  avoided  If, 
however,  the  blood  is  difcharged  in  too  gieat 
quantity,  occalionlng  palenefs  of  the  face  and  lips, 
coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  and  weaknefs  of  the 
pulfe  5 or  if  the  patient  complains  of  the  approach 
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of  vomiting  or  fainting,  the  he- 
morrhage  muft  then  be  flopped,  '^be  flop7edr 
both  by  external  and  internal 
means  Hoffman  afferts  that  his  liquor  anody^ 
nils  mineralis  proves  of  fervice  in  this  cafe.  He 
likewife  defcribes  a mixture  as  being  of  ufe,  the 
bafe  of  which  is  fpirit  of  vitriol  and  diafeordium 
Fracaftorli,  For  my  own  part  I prefer  water, 
rendered  (lightly  acid  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  and  an 
infiifion  of  Peruvian  bark. 


The  dry  cough. 


* Hoffman,  1.  c.  in  cauteL  § vi.  f Rofen,  1.  c. 

144.  For  alleviating  the  troublefome,  dry,  and 
fuffocating  cough,  vre  employ  a decodtion  of 
barley,  and  an  infiifion  of  althaea, 
of  the  flowers  of  violets,  verbafeum, 
or  red  poppy,  adding  a fourth  or  fifth  part  of 
milk,  along  with  paregorics  at  night.  Likewife 
oily  lindlufes  are  commonly  recommended 
But  if  the  cough  is  moift,  vrhile  the 
expedloration,  on  account  of  its  vif- 
cidity,  comes  off  with  difficulty,  we 
muft  employ  inciding  and  attenuant  remedies, 
fueh  as  fimple  oxymel,  and  oxymel  of  fquills,  or 
the  fyrupus  eryfimi  of  Lobelius,  flowers  of  fulphur 
and  benzoin,  kermes  mineral,  and  Infufions  of 
penny-royal,  hyffop,  veronica,  tufli- 
lago  f.  When  a loofenefs  is  alfo 
added  to  the  violent  cough,  in  confequence  of  a 

Ii3 


The  diarrhoea. 


502 


OF  THE  MEASLES. 


part  of  the  acrid  morblllous  matter  irritating  the 
inteftines,  a fifth  part  of  milk,  added  to  an  infu- 
fion  of  alder-flowers,  and  taken  off  warm,  is  faid 
to  alleviate  both  fymptoms  But  if  a diarrhoea 
comes  on  at  any  time, — particularly  at  the  pre- 
fent,  when  it  might  occafion  the  flriking  in  of 
the  eruption, — and  becomes  immoderate,  it  ought 
undoubtedly  to  be  allayed  by  means  of  diacc- 
dium,  laudanum,  diafcordium,  therlac,  rhubarb, 
abforbent  powders,  Peruvian  bark,  cafcarilla,  and 
the  like : but  efpecially  when  the  diarrhoea  re- 
mains after  the  meafles  have  been  difcuiTed,  and 
there  is  any  danger  of  its  becoming  chronic. 

When  the  throat  Is  painful  and  In- 

Inflammation  of  n i t i i in 

the  fauces.  iiamcd,  i have  already  Ihewn  the 

remedies  to  be  employed  ' 130.). 
I may  add,  however,  that  it  muft  be  gently 
gargled  with  an  emollient  decoclion,  and  that  a 
cataplafm,  with  muflard-feed,  muft  be  applied 
around  the  neck,  which  ought  to  be  removed  oa 
the  fkin  becoming  red  1|. 

* The  Eclegma  oleofum  of  Rofen  : 

Vitell.  ovor.  n.  i.  ol.  amygd.  dulc.  s.  i.  exprefs.  et  recentifs. 
unc.  ij.  bene  fuba6t.  add.  deco£l.  hord.  mund.  unc.  ij.  fyrup. 
althseae  unc.  i. 

Another  which  I employ  : 

Gummi  Arabici  drach.  ij.  folvat.  in  emulf.  fern,  melon, 
unc.  ijj.  deinde  add.  ol.  amygd.  dulc.  recentifs.  fin.  ign.  ex- 
preffi  unc.  i.  fs-  fyrup.  pap.  alb.  a drach.  ij.  ad  unc.  i.  pro 
ratione  aetat.  Detur  fubinde  parvum  cochlear. 
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f The  formulae  of  Storck  : 

3^  Nitri  pur.  drach.  i.  antim.  diaph.  non  ablut.  drach.  i.  oxy- 
mel  fimplic.  unc.  i.  fs.  Syrup,  papar.  errat,  unc.  i.  fs.  Aq. 
florum,  fambuc.  unc.  viij.  M,  Dentur  duo  cochlear,  altern. 
hor.  et  defuper  hauriatur  vafcul.  infuh  flor.  Sambuc  et  malvae. 

Another  more  efficacious  one  of  his  : 

Nitr.  pur.  dr.  fs.  ftib.  diaph.  non.  ablut.  dr.  i.  fs.  Oxym. 
fcill.  unc.  ij.  fyr.  flor.  rhocad.  unc.  i.  Aq,  faenicuL  unc.  viij. 
M.  d.  ut  fupra. 

Another  of  his : 

R Kerm.  min.  gr.  i. 


Sacchar.  alb.  gr.  x. 
M.  f.  pulv.  tenuifs. 
horis. 

% Rofcn,  I.  c. 


Sumatur  talis  fmg.  duab.  vel  trib. 


The  fweat. 


11  Id,  ih, 

145.  The  fweats,  alfo,  with  which  the  patients 
are  fometimes  wafted,  efpeclally  in  the  fecond 
and  third  ftage,  claim  attention.  If 
the  fheets  or  linen  become  wet  with 
them,  they  ought  to  be  carefully  changed.  Dry 
and  (lightly  warm  ones  muft  be  fubftituted  in  their 
place,  but  with  caution,  left  the  patient  catch  cold, 
or  too  much  heat  be  applied.  For  corrugation  of 
the  fkin  may  be  produced  in  both  ways,  and  the 
expulfion  of  the  fomes  thus  prevented.  The  fame 
caution  ought  to  be  ufed  with  regard  to  chan- 
ging the  bed.  But  particular  care  muft  be  taken 
that  the  patient  is  not  fuddenly  removed  from  a 
warm  to  a cold  one.  In  confequence  of  neglefl- 
Ingthis  neceflary  caution,  Hoffman  once  obferved 
death  occafioned  within  a few  hours.  At  the 
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commencement  of  the  third  ftage,  when  the 
eruption  begins  to  difappear,  we  miifl:  not  defift 
from  employing  the  regimen  and  the  demulcent 
and  gently  diaphoretic  remedies  already  recom- 
mended (134.)  in  the  cure  of  the  benign  meafles  ; 
imlefs  the  acceffion  of  a critical  diarrhoea  be  fore- 
feen  (134*).  On  the  fever  being  at  length  over- 
come, and  the  cough  rendered  milder,  if  not  in- 
tirely  removed,  ’while  the  exficcation  of  the 
meafles  and  defquamation  have  already  taken 
place,  the  patient  in  general  ought  to  be  kept 
quiet  for  fome  days,  and  guard  againft  the  cold 
air,  which  is  extremely  hurtful  Nay,  forae 
advife  the  keeping  up  of  the  cutaneous  perfplra- 
tion  for  fome  weeks,  by  diuretic  infufions,  fpare 
diet,  and  by  cooling  and  diluent  decoftions  of 
fcorzonera-root,  fuccory,  liquorice,  bark,  faflafras, 
and  fometimes  alfo  farfaparilla  interpofing 
once  a-week  purging  by  means  of  cathartics 
(135.)  accommodated  to  the  patient’s  age,  tempe- 
rament, and  habit  of  body. 

* L.  c.  in  cautel.  § viii.  f Storck,  I.  c.  p.  31Q.  J 
STian  ih  in  cautel.  § ix. 

SECONDARY  DISEASES. 

146.  Of  the  difeafes  which  fiicceed  to  meafles, 
efpecially  the  malignant  ones,  the  moft  frequent  of 

all  is  peripneumony,  which  fuddeniy 

Fcnprseumony,  * r » r 

fupervenes  on  the  exficcation  of  the 
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eruption,  attended  v/ah  extreme  danger,  and  fre- 
quently proving  fatal.  When  it  happens,  there 
is  immediate  occafion  for  letting  blood,  and 
employing  the  fame  method  of  • treatment 
which  is  adapted  to  peripiieumonic  and  pleuri- 
tic patients  But,  on  the  fever  fubfi- 

ding,  and  the  pneumonic  inflammation  being 
removed,  we  mufl  have  recourfe  to  fydro- 
galuy  to  allay  the  cough  loon,  and  prevent  the 
other  complaints  that  may  be  apprehended  to 
arife  from  the  acrimony  of  the  morbillous  poi- 
ion  Sometimes  the  perlpneumony,  if  it  is  not 
refolved,  terminates  in  fuppuration.  In  that  cafe 
the  patients  cough  perpetually,  fhi- 
ver  in  the  evening,  are  warm  at 
night,  and  are  bedewed  with  fweat 
and  left  vreak  in  the  morning.  The  cxpefloratioa 
at  the  fame  time  is  purulent.  They  are  to  be  cii- 
leci,  like  otner  patients  labouring  under  fuppura- 
tion,  by  means  of  whey,  ptifans,  and  a decodlion 
of  Peruvian  bark,  occafionaily  taken.  But  if 
tiiere  be,  in  addition  to  the  purulent  expedlora- 
tion,  hoaiieneiSj  emaciation,  and  a flight  conti- 
nueu  flow  lever,  we  can  no  longer  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  prefence  of  phthifls  pulmonalis.  In 
wdiich  cafe,  milk,  diluted  with  fome  pedloral  wa- 
tei,  mufi:  be  drunk  frequently,  to  the  extent  of  at 
lead  thiee  pounds  daily,  interpoilng  feveral  times 
in  the  day  a glafs  of  the  decoftion  of  bark,  and, 
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if  the  ftrength  permit,  employing  walking,  or 
riding  in  the  pure  air  of  the  fields. 

Storck,  1.  c.  p.  314.  f Id.  ib,  p.  312.  Rofen,  l.c. 

147.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  thing,  after  the 
exficcation  and  drying  of  the  meafles,  for  a con-* 

tinned  remittent  fever,  or  amphime- 

An  araphimerina.  , 1 1 r i i i *1 

rma,  to  oe  lert  behind,  without  any 
fymptom  of  fiippuration,  or  ulceration  of  the 
lungs,  which,  if  it  is  neglefted,  either  becomes 
an  acute  one,  and  fuddenly  proves  fatal,  or  rea- 
dily pafTes  into  an  hectic,  by  which  the  patient 
is  flowly  cut  off.  Morton  fays  that  it  may  be 
eafily  checked  by  employing  the  Peruvian  bark. 

The  cough,  likewife,  after  the  def- 
^ quamatlon  of  the  meafles,  fome- 
times  continues  extremely  obftinate.  Though  it 
be  eafily  overcome  by  pedorals,  or  gradually 
goes  off  of  its  own  accord^,  after  the  benign 
meafles  ; yet,  when  it  fucceeds  to  the  malignant, 
it  is  both  of  longer  ‘duration,  and  more  fevere 
and  dangerous,  on  account  of  its  very  frequently 
pafling  into  phthifis  pulmonalis.  It  muft,  there- 
fore, be  oppofed  fiift  by  bleeding,  fometimes  even 
repeated,  then  by  pedorals,  and  the  Peruvian 
bark  given  liberally,  and  in  the  evening  by  pare- 
gorics. And  it  is  not  unfrequently  removed  by 
interpofing  cathartics  "f*. 

Sydenham.  f Morton. 
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148.  Nor  IS  the  diarrhoea,  which  Is  left  by  the 
meafles,  lefs  troublefome  and  obftinate.  It  ought 
to  be  treated  iirft  with  toafted  rhu- 

, , , . The  dlarrhcea. 

barb,  myrobalans,  and  the  fixed 
alkaline  powders,  then  with  paregoiics  containing 
opium,  Peruvian  bark,  cafcarilla,  and  other 
antifeptic  ftrengthening  remedies  The  eyes 
alfo  do  not  efcape  free  from  their  peculiar  difor- 
ders.  At  the  departure  of  the 

n t r -I  , . , Ophthalmia. 

mealies  they  are  often  attacked  with 
the  moft  violent  ophthalmia.  AVhen  it  is  but 
flight,  they  receive  great  relief  from  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  temples,  or  below  the 
eyes  When  It  is  more  fevere,  however,  it  is 
neceffary  to  open  the  jugular  vein  J ; and  after- 
wards to  purge  the  belly  repeatedly.  Morton  is 
of  opinion  that  blifters  in  this  cafe  are  of  no  fer- 
vice  ; while  Rofen  puts  no  fmal!  faith  In  them, 
provided  they  be  applied  final!  to  each  ear.  He 
likewife  afferts,  that  dry  cupping-glaffes  prove 
ferviceable.  A cataplafm  of  the  pulp  of  fweet 
apples,  roafted  and  beat  up  with  new  milk,  ap- 
plied externally,  has  a Vvmnderful  effed  in  allay- 
ing the  pain,  and  refolving  the  inflammation. 
Some  add  a little  camphor,  but  It  is  not  eafily 
borne,  unlefs  after  the  inflammation  has  been  di- 
minlfhed,  and  the  pain  completely  removed. 

^ Morton,  I.  c.  f Rofen,  1.  c.  J Morton,  L c, 


I49‘  Among  the  difcafes  which  are  the  fequel 
of  the  imperfedirefoliition  of  meafles. 

Glandular  %ell- 

jngs,  auaiarc^,  MortoH  Hkcwife  enumerates  glan- 

11  /'ll*  C !/“• 

clular  iweliings,  anaiarca,  and  aici- 
tes.  tor  diicuffing  the  fwelling  and  induration 
of  the  glands,  refolving  means,  attenuants,  and  fu- 
dorifics,  are  proper;  nor  are  external  emollient  and 
gently  difcutieiit  applications  improper.  Among 
thefe  the  principal  are,  calomel,  diagrydium,  mil- 
lipedes, and  a decoftion  of  farfaparilla,  burdock, 
bark-root,  and  the  like.  In  the  cafe  of  anafarca  and 
afcites,  after  employing  gentle  cathartics  and  diu- 
retics, chalybeates  are  faid  to  be  found  ferviceable, 
occafionally  interpofmg  gentle  cathartics  given  per 
epicrafin ; as  rhubarb,  tindiura  facra,  the  pilules  tar-- 
tarees  of  Bontius,  thofe  of  Becher,  the  pilules  fciU 
litices  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  and  the 
like.  But  enough  of  thefe  for  the  prefent.  Who- 
ever defires  more  ample  information  may  confult 

what  is  delivered  under  the  head  of  each  difeafe. 

* Morton,  1.  c. 

THE  ANOMALOUS  MEASLES. 

150.  It  remains  for  me  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  anomalous  mealies,  of  which  I made  men- 
tion already  (i  14.).  For  although  I 

*dHfers“'  Aen  fliewed  that  the  anomalous, 
from  the  mahg-  irrc^ular  mcalles,  are  taken  by 

maat  difeale.  t?  5 J 

inoft  for  the  malignant  ones,  and 
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that  there  is  no  difference  between  them  ; yet,  as 
I then  obferved,  it  appears  to  me  that  that  name 
applies  more  properly  to  that  fpecles  of  mealies 
which  recedes  moft  from  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
the  complaint.  Nor  do  the  mealies,  which  are 
anomalous  in  this  fenfe,  always  Ihew  the  other 
marks  of  the  malignant  kind  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  agree  intirely  with  it.  For  it  has  been  occa- 
fionally  obferved,  in  fome  cafes  of  this  kind  of 
anomalous  mealies,  that,  on  the  eruption  happen- 
ing, all  the  fymptoms,  and  the  fever  itfelf,  have 
immediately  fublided,  which  I have  already 
fliewn  to  be  the  moll  charaderillic  mark  of  the 
benign  fpecies.  Hence  I am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  fuch  an  anomaly  may  occur  both  in  the  ma- 
lignant and  benign  meafies,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  conlidered  as  an  occalional  variety  of  both  of 
them. 

15 1.  But  to  place  the  matter  in  a clearer  light, 
it  will  be  very  proper  to  take  a furvey  of  the  ano- 
malies which'  occurred  pretty  com- 
monly at  Florence  in  the  epidemy 
of  1749  ^^d  1750,  as  remarked  by 
‘ that  very  profound  and  able  phyfician  TQzzetti 
In  the  firft  place,  he  mentions,  that  in  feven  pa- 
tients, after  the  ufual  preceding  fymptoms,  a 
pretty  thick  eruption  took  place ; but  that  on  the 
very  fame  day  fome  flight  pains  arofe  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  which . feemed  to  be  fpafmodic, 
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and  that  they  were  in  a fhort  time  removed  by 
a copious^  thin,  and  bilious  diarrhcsa,  which  con- 
tinued gently,  and  without  any  other  fymptom, 
for  about  two  days  : That  immediately  on  the 
acceffion  of  the  diarrhoea  the  mealies  difappeared  ; 
that  the  fever  and  cough,  which  was  extremely 
troublefome  before,  fubfided  intirely  ; nor,  after 
the  diarrhoea  ftopt,  did  any  inconvenience,  ex- 
cept fome  degree  of  weaknefs,  remain.  He  next 
learnt  that  the  fever  preceding  the  eruption  at 
one  time  refemblcs  the  type  of  a double  tertian, 
and,  on  the  eruption  taking  place,  wholly  difap- 
pears  ; that  at  another  it  repeats  its  courfes  pe- 
riodically for  feveral  days  before  the  eruption 
breaks  out,  which  happens  chiefly  in  adults.  He 
morever  fometimes  faw  in  other  patients  the  fe- 
ver of  the  firfl;  ftage,  like  catarrhal  fevers,  and  in- 
deed acute  ones,  accompanied  with  fwelling  and 
rcdnefs  of  the  throat,  and  a terrible  cough,  ex- 
tended to  the  feventh  day  before  the  appearance 
of  the  eruption, — which  I have  already  faid  is 
fometimes  peculiar  to  the  malignant  kind, — and 
not  leave  the  patients  till  other  four  or  live  days, 
when  the  exficcation  and  refolution  of  the  mealies 
took  place. 

Prim.  Raccolt  d'ojjerv.  p,  loi. 

152.  Lalfly,  he  gives  an  account  of  the  irre- 
gular meafleSj  which,  as  being  of  rare  occurrence, 
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deferves  to  be  recorded.  A very  refpe^table  lady^ 

Marla  Brigida  Dandini,  fearing  that 

ihe  and  her  children  would  be  at-  irregular,  but 

T I . n 1 • 1 1 benign  Ipecies. 

tacked  with  mealies,  which  then 
prevailed  in  the  part  of  the  country  v/here  fhe  re- 
tided,  never  having  experienced  the  difeaie  be- 
fore, on  the  4th  of  November  1750  removed  a- 
long  with  her  family  to  Florence.  On  the  night 
of  the  day  when  fhe  came  to  town,  ihe  was  at- 
tacked immediately  after  midnight  with  a fever, 
accompanied  with  great  cold,  fucceeded  by  a fi- 
milar  acceilion  next  day,  immediately  after  noon ; 
in  fuch  a manner  that  there  were  not  only  two 
acceffions  within  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  they 
returned  periodically  for  twenty-four  days,  in  all 
refpedts  refembling  a double  remitting  quotidian. 
Every  acceilion  commenced  wdth  cold,  which 
was  more  intenfe,  however,  in  the  nodlurnal 
ones,  and  they  were  always  accompanied  with 
convulfive  cough,  and  fome  diihculty  of  breath- 
ing. Some  of  them  were  fo  much  milder  and 
Ihorter  than  others,  that  at  times  they  feemed  to 
have  an  intermiffion  ; although,  in  general,  fuc- 
ceeding  each  other  without  any  apyrexia,  they 
rendered  the  fever  perfedlly  continued.  But  as 
there  were  no  fymptoms  of  meafles,  the  fever 
was  oppofed,  though  unfuccefsfully,  by  two 
bleedings,  diluents  and  corredlives  in  great  abun- 
(kuice  ; and,  laftly,  by  the  Peruvian  bark. 
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Nor  did  the  appearance  of  the  catamenia,  which 
came  on  about  the  middle  of  the  difeafe,  prove 
of  any  fervice.  As  the  patient,  therefore,  in 
twenty-four  days  had  experienced  exactly  forty- 
eight  paroxyfms,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  day,  precilely  at  one  in  the  morning,  the  ac- 
ceffion,  as  ufual,  attacked  her  with  fuch  violence, 
being  accompanied  with  great  cold,  convulfions,  ex- 
treme agitation,  anxiety,  and  a conftant  fuffocating 
cough,  that  her  hufband  Tozzetti  w^as  extremely 
apprehenfive  ^ of  a very  violent  peripneumonia 
coming  on.  On  which  account,  when  he  was 
deliberating  at  day-break  about  repeating  the 
bleeding,  the  whole  Ikin  was  found  covered  with 
meafles.  He  then  entertained  hopes  that  thedifeafe 
would  be  refolved  by  this  excretion.  And,  indeed, 
as  the  eruption, — which  was  very  full  and  thick,- — - 
fjroceeded  all  the  terrible  fymptoms,  which  I have 
already  mentioned,  were  gradually  allayed,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  dav  from  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  eruption,,  the  exficcation  and 
defquamation  of  the  meafles  beginning  to  take 
place,  the  fever,  cough,  and  every  other  trouble- 
fome  fymptom,  difappeared,  leaving  behind  them 
only  the  ufual  weaknefs.  This  cafe  of  meafles 
may  be  named  anomalous^  but  not  malignant^  be- 
caufe,  as  happens  in  the  benign  kind,  on  the  e- 
ruption  taking  place,  the  fever  along  with  the 
other  fymptoms  ccafed. 
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^53*  That  the  want  of  a cafe  of  anomalous 
malignant  meafles  may  not  be  regrettedj  I haail 
fubjoin  another  cafe  of  mealies,  not 
left  irregular,  taken  from  the  ftme 
author the  firfc  ftage  of  which 
was  not  only  very  long  and  unufual,  but  the  fe-» 
cond  alfo,  in  which  the  eruption  took  place 
about  the  back  firft,  as  'is  generally  the  cafe 
in  malignant  meafles,  was  much  more  fe~ 
vere.  A nun,  of  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
of  a very  robuft  habit  of  body,  in  February 
1750,  was  attacked  with  a convulfive  cough, 
'tvhich  grew  worfe  daily.  About  the  end  of 
the  fame  month  fhe  began  to  be  affeded  with 
flight  fevei',  during  the  acceffions  of  which  fhe 
complained  of  confiifion  of  the  head,  unufual  dry-- 
neft  and  ftridure  at  the  cheft,  rendering  the  re-» 
fpiration  difficult.  Thefe  attacks  of  fever  grow’- 
ing  worfe,  and  the  cough  being  fo  much  increafed, 
that  on  the  feventh  of  March  it  occafioned  a great 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe  ; a vein  wtis 
opened  in  the  foot,  though  without  any  relief 
to  thefe  fymptoms.  Nay,  the  fymptoms  ftill 
continuing  to  grow  worfe  daily,  at  length,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  the  fame  month,  her  back  appeared 
covered  with  red  fpots.  The  phyficianbeganto  fuf- 
ped  the  prefence  of  meafles,  although  fhe  was 
faid  to  have  already  laboured  under  them  twice  ^ 
VoL.  II.  K k 
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and  lie  was  led  the  rather  to  fufpe£l  this,  on  ac- 
count of  others  of  the  fifterhood  in  the  fame 
nunnery,  and  at  the  fame  time,  having  been  at- 
tacked with  the  fame  diieafe  a fccond,  and  even 
a third  time.  Towards  the  evening  of  the  four- 
teenth day,  as  the  fpots  appeared  diftindt,  al- 
though they  were  mixed  with  other  puftules,  to 
which  fhe  had  been  fubjedf,  the  phyfician 
remained  no  longer  in  doubt.  The  face,  in 
particular,  was  very  full  of  them.  The  fkin, 
here  and  there,  verged  on  a violet  and  red 
colour.  The  fever  raged  with  extreme  violence. 
The  cough  was  more  urgent,  accompanied  with 
anxiety,  and  intolerable  pain  at  the  cheft.  As 
thefe  fymptoms  did  not  abate  next  day,  which 
was  the  fifteenth,  feven  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm,  and  it  was  found  to 
be  very  inflammatory.  On  the  eighteenth  the 
fpots  began  to  become  pale,  and  the  urine,  which 
for  fome  days  before  had  been  paffed  very  fpa- 
ringly,  was  now  voided  in  greater  quantity. 
But  the  violence  of  the  fever  remained  without 
any  alleviation,  while  the  cough  and  pain  of  the 
breafl:  continued  even  to  the  twenty-ninth  day ; 
the  meafles  recurring  occafionally  even  after- 
wards. She  at  laft  recovered  from  the  complaint, 
but  not  until  flie  had  laboured  a long  time  undet 
a very  bad  flate  of  health. 

* Id,  ib,  p.  105. 
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The  Measlesj  unaccompanied  with  an  Eruption. 

# 

154.  In  the  fame  manner  as  fmalhpox  occur 
Without  puftules,  according  to  the 

. r • r 1 n • Meafles  unattend- 

ODiervations  or  the  molt  expenen-  ed  vvitVi  an  erup- 
ced  practitioners,  being  attended 
merely  with  the  variolous  fever,  as  will  be  here- 
after fhewn  ; fo  the  morbillous  fever,  or  meafles 
Vvdthout  the  eruption,  it  is  faid  occafiooally  hap- 
pens during  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  com- 
plaint, Nay,  v/e  have  the  authority  of  De  Haen, 
that  fuch  fevers  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 
that  they  really  merit  the  name  of  morbillous,  be- 
caufe  they  attack  in  the  fame  manner,  are  accom- 
panied with  the  fame  iymptoms,  and  proceed  as  if 
the  meafles  v/ere  about  to  break  out,  but  do  not 
The  moft  convincing  argument  that  they  are  fo  in 
fafl  is  afforded,  not  only  by  the  affual  prefence 
of  meafles  prevailing  epidemically,  and  by  ali  the 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  the  firfl:  ilage  of  the  com- 
plaint, with  which  they  are  attended,  but  alfo  by 
the  method  of  cure,  to  which  they  yield,  which  is 
precifely  the  fame  as  that  which  is  calculated  for 
meafles.  But  the  matter  of  fad  is  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  by  obfervation  as  to  be 
placed  beyond  all  difpute.  Nor  is 
it  a thing  that  admits  of  no  pro- 
bable explanation  ; for,  if  the  morbillous  miafma, 
which  on  being  taken  into  the  fymptom  created 
the  fever,  when  forced  to  the  furface  finds  a 

Kk  a 


V/hy  the  eruption 
fometimes  does 
not  happen. 
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ready  outlet,  by  which  it  is  exhaled  without  de- 
lay, or  of  itfelf  is  fo  thin,  and  probably  fo  diluted 
with  watery  fluid,  as  to  be  evaporated  without  in- 
jury to  the  perfpiratory  pores ; or  if,  without  going 
to  the  fkin,  it  fecretly  efcapes  to  the  bowels,  or 
kidneys,  and  is  excreted  by  them  ; a reafon  may 
be  eaiily  affigned  to  account  for  the  meafles  fome- 
times  occurring  unaccompanied  with  an  eruption. 

'*  De  Haen.  FdY,  div.  div.  vi.  § vi. 


The  febris  mor- 
biiloi’a. 


The  Febris  Morbillosa  of  Sydenham. 

155.  In  the  year  1674,  when  the  malignant, 
or  anomalous,  meafles  prevailed  epidemically,  a 

fever,  which  Sydenham  called  fe- 
bris morhillofa  prevailed  fporadi- 
cally.  It  was  very  fevere,  but 
evidently  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  in  meafles, 
and  was  prolonged  for  fourteen  days,  nay, 
fornetimes  even  beyond  that  period.  In  it  an 
eruption  appeared,  fimilar  to  meafles,  upon 
the  trunk  of  the  body,  particularly  upon  the 
back  of  the  neck  and  fhoulders.  Befides,  it 
required  juft  the  fame  method  of  treatment  to 
which  the  meafles  yielded.  But  becaiife  it  did 
not  occupy  the  whole  body,  as  the  regular 
meafles  do,*  it  therefore  appeared  that  there  was 
fome  difference  between  them  and  it.  But  fo 

flight  does  this  difference  appear, 

It  does  not  differ  ^ i vi  % r ^ 

from  the  meafles,  compared  With  the  other  iymptoms 
unkfsin  appear-  already  enumerated,  that 

I have  no  manner  of  douQi  of  its 
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having  been  in  fa£t  a particular  variety  of  the 
anomalous  and  malignant  meafles. 

Oper.  fe£l.  V.  c.  3.  p.  267. 

156,  The  rubeola  variolodcs  of  Sauvages  bv  no 
means  belongs  to  the  meafles,  as  not  only  he  him- 
felf  is  difpofed  to  believe  that  it  is  a 

. t r • ' r*  r-  11  rubeola  va- 

partKular  ipecies,  or  variety  or  Imaii-  rioiodes  of  Sau- 
pox,  but  the  defcription  of  it  given  by 
Buxer  'j',  and  quoted  by  Sauvages,  fhews  that  it 
is  fo  in  faft.  For  it  immediately  appears  from  it, 
that  this  difeafe  differed  very  widely  from  meafles, 
and  approached  more  nearly  to  fmall-pox.  Like- 
wife  Douglas  has  defcribed  a difeafe  1,  which  is 
named  by  Sauvages  rubeola  angU 

The  rubeola  an- 

noja^  which  appears  to  me  rather  to  ginola  of  the 

, , , , fame  author. 

have  been  a malignant  aphthous  an- 
gina, accompanied  with  the  miliary  eruption, 
than  any  fpecies  of  meafles. 

f meth.  cl.  3.  ord.  i.  gen.  iv.  fpec.  3.  f Journ,  de 

Med-  T.hx.  p.  81.  :j:  Edinb.  med,  ejpzysy  voL  iv. 

Ehe  Inoculation  of  the  Measles- 

157.  In  imitation  of  the  inoculation  of  fmall- 
pox,  that  of  meafles  alfo  has  been  attempted. 
Dr  Home  of  Edinburgh  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  who 
tried  it  It  is  inftituted  without  any  previous 
preparation.  Some  cotton  is  tinged  with  the 
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blood  taken  from  any  part  covered  with  the  erup- 
tion, by  means  of  a fmall  opening.  The  cotton 
is  bound  by  a ligature  to  a fmall  wound  made  in 
each  arm  of  the  perfon  to  be  Inoculated.  Per- 
haps, alfo,  without  any  opening  made  in  the  ikin, 
the  cotton  thus  tinged  and  bound  to  the  bare  arm 
would  communicate  the  contagion  with  equal 
certainty.  Others,  inftead  of  the  blood,  employ 
the  faliva,  or  tears  difcharged  by  the  patients  du- 
ring the  time  of  the  crifis  ; or  the  fmall  fcales  that 
fall  off  from  their  body  ; for  in  all  thefe  ways  the 
contagion  is  faid  to  be  communicated.  On  the 
fixth  day  after  the  inoculation  a gentle  fever  ge- 
nerally arifes,  accompanied  with  a very  flight 
cough,  without  drowfmefs  and  inflammatory 
fymptoms  ; and  neither  do  hectic  fever,  nor 
cough,  nor  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  ufually  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  complaint  X»  They  therefore  contend, 
that  a very  mild  complaint,  accompanied  with 
very  flight  fymptoms,  arife  from  it.  Neverthelefs 
the  Inoculation  of  the  meafles  has  had  fo  few 
followers,  that  it  has  at  length  fallen  into  almofl: 
total  difufe.  Dubofque  de  la  Roberdiere  |1  con- 
fiders  it  as  the  caufe  of  meafles  being  faid  to 
liave  returned  more  than  once  in  the  fame  per- 
fon. Vogel  §,  however,  thinks  that  it  is  nei- 
ther ufelefs,  nor  to  be  contemned,  in  the  cafe  of 
a peftilential  epidemic,  in  which,  as  the  danger  is 
very  great,  fo  it  is  proper  by  all  means  to  render 
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the  difeafe  milder,  which  it  feerns  highly  probable 
may  be  obtained  by  inoculation. 

* Princlp.  Med.  lib.  2.  fe£t.  8.  f Alex.  Monro  jun.  On 
the  Lymphatics,  Vogel  De  cogn,  et  cur  and.  hum.  corp.  pffecf. 
J 135.  J Home,  1.  c.  ||  yourn.  de  Med.  T.  47. 

p.  254.  § L.  c. 
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